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. following verſion being the work of 
a man who has made poetry, perhaps, 
too much the buſineſs of his life, ſome account 
of his motives for undertaking it may ſeem 
neceſſary. In the firſt place, then, chere was 
reaſon to believe that a thing of this kind pro- 
perly executed, would be very uſctul to thoſe 
who were defirous of acquiring or recovering 
a competent knowledge of the Latin tongue, 
Secondly the extraordinary ſucceſs which at- 


tempts of this kind have met with, though by 


men who manifeſtly did not underſtand the 
author, any otherwiſe than through a French 
medium; and tho? printed in large volumes, 
and fold at a proportionable price: gave ſuffi- 
cient reaſon to the tranſlator.to hope, that his 
labour would not be in vain; I ſay /abcur, for 
genius, if ke had any Pretenſions to it, could 
not have been cxex ted! in the work before us. 
Tre purchaſer will herein find, that cheap- 


neſs and CONVEDIENCE have been confulicd tor 
his ſervice. 
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iv PREFACE. 

THOUGH every line is conſtrued almoſt 
verbatim, yet abſolute baldneſs has been, as 
much as poſlible avoided. 


'THE learned reader need not be informed 
that this verſion was not intended for him; 
though tome of the moſt eminent of that cha- 
racter have condeſcended to examine the ma- 
nuſcript, and given it the ſanction of their ap- 
probation. 


With regard to the Latin text, the beſt edi- 
tions have been dilligenily conſulted; and it is 
preſumed the judicious will find in the follow- 
ing ſheets ſome emendations and improvements, 
which have cſcaped former editors What 
errors there may be, cither of the preſs or 
otherwiſe, will be found, perhaps of ſuch 'a 
nature, and fo ſeldom io occur, that they may 
be rather of fervice by giving the young ſtu- 
dent ſome opportunities of ſhewing his ſagacity 
in the diſcovery of them. 


I ſhall take leave of my reader-in the words 
of an old poet, which are applicable — to 
this undertaking ; 


Dumos inter et aſp pera 
Scrupoſis ſequimur vadis, 
Fronte cxile negotium 
Et dignur: pueris putes: 
A greſſis labor arduus 
Nec tracltabile pondus eſt, 
Par 
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PREFACE. 
Par exanimis æſtus eſt 
Ceu ſublimia diſſeras 
Par eſt judicii mora 
Pompz gloria vilis eſt, 
TerEnT. MaUnus. 


N. B. This werk will be particularly uſeful to ſuch Foreign 
Gentlemen as ate already acquainted with the Latin, 
and are deſirous of being maſters of the Engliſh tengue. 


Lectoribus eruditis, praſertim tis, qui in ludis 
literarits operam navant. 


OLUMUS ſanè cum Fabio Horatium in 


quibuſdam interpretari, ideoque locos 
omnes parvum caſtos honeſta {uti ſperamus) 


fraude ad verecundiam quodammodo revoca- 


vimus. Tantum enim abeſt ut jurcnes ab aſ- 
teriſcis (quibus editiones in uſum Delphini ſca- 
tent) quo minùs quædam legant, impediantur, 
ut potius exinde dirigatur, imo invitetur corum 
curva in parvum curioſitas. 
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To MECENAS. 


All men have different attachments: Horace's 
tafte is fer Lyric poetry, fer the ſucceſs of 
which he depends upon the patronage of M x- 
CENAS | 
ACENAS, deſcended from royal an- 
M ceſtors. O both my protection and my 
0 darling honourl There are ſome whole 
delight it is to have collected Olympic duſt in 
the chariot race; and whom the goal nicely 
avoided by glowing wheels, and the noble palm, 
exalts to the Gods the governors of the 


world l Fe 
This man, if an aſſembly of the capricious 
Roman commonalty be bent to raiſe him to the 
n n bigheſt 


4: 2 , LH 4 þ Py 1 1 


GS (4:1 
higheſt dignities ; auother, if he hath * ſtored 
up in his own granary whatſoever is ſwept from 
the Lybian threſhing- floors: a third, as his de- 
light is to plow his patrimonial fields, you could 
never tempt him,with all the wealth of Attalus, 
to become a timorous ſailer, and croſs the 
Myrtoan ſea in a Cyprian bark. The merch- 
ant dreading the ſouth-weſt wind contending 
with the Icarian waves, commends tranquility 
and the ruralneſs of his village: but danger 
over, and incapable of being taught to bear po- 
verty, he refits his ſhattered veſſel There is 
another whoſe higheſt gouſt is in cups of old 
Maflic, and in breaking the day, one while 
ſtretched at eaſe under the green Arbutus, a- 
nother at the placid head of ſame ſacred 
fircam. T7 300 Foot 

The camp, and the ſound of the trumpet 
confuſed with that of the clarion, and wars 
deteſted by mothers, rejoice many. 

The huntſman, unmindful of bis tender 
ſpoule, remains in the cold air whether a hart 
is held in view by his faith ful hounds, or a 
Marſian boar has broke the circling toils. . 
Ivy, the reward of learned braws, equaly Þ 
(in happineſs) to the Gods above: the cool grove 
and the light dances of Nymphs and Satyrs, di- 


ſtioguiſn Me from the crowd ; if neither Eu- 


terpe with-holds her pipe, nor Polyhymia diſ- 
dains to tune the Leſbian lyre. But if you will 
rank me among the Lyric poets, I thall row'r to 
the ſtars with my exalted head 

You to the nobleſt heights of fame 
Shall raiſe your poet's deathleſs name. 
* Hath imported vaſt quan: itics of corn from Afries. 
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Te. AUGUSTUS CASAR 


Horace diſſuades Auguſtus from reſigning the em- 
pare, on account of the prodigies which happened 
at the beginning / the year. 


NOUGH of ſnow and dreadful hail hath 
Jupiter now ſent upon the erth, and having 
hurled his thinderbolts with his red Blaming right 
hand againſt the ſacred towers, he hath terrived 
the city; he hath terrified the nations, leit the 
grievous age of * Pyrrha, complaining of prodigies 
till then unheard of, ſhould return, when Proteus 
drove all his marine herd to vilit the lofry moun- 
tains; and the üſhy race was entangled in the 
elm- top, Which before was the frequented feat of 
doves; and the timorous deer ſwam in the overs 
whelming flood. We have ſeen the 1 yellow Liber; 
with his waves forced back with violence from the 
+ Tuſran'ſhore, proceed to demoliſh the monu- 
ments of king Numa, and tte temples of Veſti; 
while he vaunis himl.c!t the avenger of the too d- 
conſolate Ilia, and the uxorious river, leaving 
his channcl, overflows his left bank 5, notwith- 
ſtanding the difapprobation of Jupiter. 


* An alluſion to the deluge of Deucalion and Pyrrha. 

+tT roublcd. - 

} That is, from the Tuſcan ſea, into which the Tiber aic- 
charges itſelf. - _ ü GAL 

j {1ia, the mother of Romulus, was thrown inte the Tiber; 
from which circumitance the poets call her the wiſe of that 
River God, 

5 The jhore of Rome, 
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Our youth, leſs numerous by the vices of ihefr 
{athers, ſhall hear of the citizens having wheited 
that ſword againſt themſelves, with which it had 
been better that the formidable Perſians had fallen; 
they ſhall hear of actual engagements. Which of 
ihe Gods ſhall the people invoke to the affairs of 
the ſinking empire? With what prayer ſhall the 
ſacred Virgins importune Veſta, who is now un- 
attentive to their hymns ? To whom ſhall Jupiter 
aſſign the taſk of expiating our wickedneſs ? Do 
thou at length, peophetic Apollo, (we pray thee!) 
come, veiling thy radiant ſhoulders with a cloud: 
Or thou, if it be more agrecable to thee, ſmiling 
Venus, about whom hover the. Gods of mirth and 
Love Or thou, if thou regard thy neglected race 
and deſcendants; our founder Mars, to whom cla- 
mour and pglifhed helmets, and the terrible aſpect 
of the Mooriſhinfantry againſt their bloody enemy 
are delightful. ſatiated at length with thy iport, 
alas! of too long continuance : Or if thou, the 
. ſon of gentle Maia, by changing thy figure 
perſonate a youth * upon earth, ſubmitting to be 
entitled the avenger of Cxfar. Late may'ſt thou 
return to the Skies, and long may'ſt thou with plea- 
ſure be preſent to the Roman people; neither may 
an untimely blaſt tranſport thee from us, offended 
at our crimes. Here may'ſt thou rather delight in 
magnificent triumphs, and to be called father and 
prince; nor ſuffer the Parthians with impunity to 
make incurſions, you, O Czlar, being our general. 


Our young Emperor Avugnſtus, 
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ved the tempeſtuous iwelling of the fea, and the 


1 
O D E III. 


To the SHIP, in which Virgil was about to ſail 
to Athens. 


Horace wi/bes Virgil a good voyage, and inveighs 
againſt the impious boldneſs of mankind. 

gs may the powerful Cyprian Goddeſs : ſo may 

the bright ſtars, the * brothers of Helen; and 
ſo may the father of the winds, confining all ex- 
cept lapyx , direct thee, O Ship, who art intruſt- 
ed with Virgil: my prayer is that thou may land 
him ſafe on the Athenian ſhore, and preſerve the 
half of my foul. Sure oak and threefold braſs ſur- 
rounded his heart, who firſt truſted a trail veſſel to 
the mercileſs ocean, nor was afraid of the impetuous 
African wind contending with the Northern ſtorms 
nor of the mourntul Hyades, nor of the rage of the 
South- weſt wind, than which there is not a more 
abſolute contraller of the Adriatic, to either raiſe, 
or to aſſwage its waves at pleaſure. What form of 


death could terrify him, who beheld unmoved the 
rolliag monſters of the deep; who beheld unmo- 


A croceraunians—infamous rocks! 
* Caſtor and Pollux. + A weſterly wind, 
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In vain hath Gad in his wiſdom divided the coun» 
trics of the earth by the ſcparating ocean, it not- 
withllauding profane ſhips bound over waters 
which ought not to be violated The race of man, 
preſumptuous enough to ſupport every tuning, ruſh- 
es on thro forbidden wickeeonets*, Lhe preſump- 
tuous fon of lapetus 4 by an impious fraud brought 
down fire into the world: after fire was thus ſtolen 
from the celeſtial man ſions, confumption and a new 
train of fevers fetiled upon the carth; and the flow 
approaching neceſſity of death, which till now was 
1zmote, accelerated its pace. Dædalus effayed 
the empty air with wings not deſigned for men: 
The labour of Hercules broke through Acheron. 
There is nothing too arduovs for mortals to at- 
tempt. We aim at heaven itfclf through folly 5; 
neither do we ſuffer by our wickedneis Jupiter to 
lay aſide his revenge ful thunderbolts. 


0b i Iv; 
To S ES T IVS. 


He exhorts him to pleaſure, on the conſiderations of 
the approach of ſpring, and the brevity of lije. 


on EVERE winter is relaxed by the agreeable 
viciliitude of the ſpring and the weſtern 
breeze ; aud engines haul em ſhore the dry ſhips: 


* Or if, with Hemelius and Senad, we read upon the autho- 


rity of au ancient M > vetttum et netas----breaks thro' all hu- 
man and divine laws. 


+ Prometheus. 4 Or un] appy, 
$ Alluding to the fable of the giauts. 


And 
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And neither does the cattle any longer delight in 

the ſtalls or the ploughman in the fire-ſide; nor | 

are the meadows whiten'd by hoary froſts. Now | 
4 Cytherean Venus leads up the dance by moon= 
light; and the comely Graces in conjunction with 
the Nymphs ſhake the ground with alternate feet; 
while ardent Vulcan inflames the laborious forges 
of the Cyclops. Now ir is fitting to encircle: the 
ſhining head “ either with verdaut myrtle, or 
with ſuch flowers as the relaxcd earth produces. 
Now likewiſe is it fittiog to ſacrifice to Faunus 
in the ſhady groves, whether he demand a lamb, 
or is more pleaſed with a kid. Pale death knocks 
at the cottages of the poor and the palaces of kings 
with an impartial pace. O happy Seſtius, the 

3 {ſhort ſum total of life forbids us to form remote 

expectations. Prefently ſhall dariknets, and Ds 
ghoſts ſo much talked of, and. tue ſhadowy man- 
ſion of Pluto oppreſs you: where when you (hail 
once arrive. you ſhall neither decide the dominion 
ot the bottle + by dice, nor ſhall you admire the 

| tender Lycidas, with whom now all the youth is 


inflamed, and for whom, cer long, che ladies will 
"om! warm. 

| | 0 D E v. 
} To PY RR H A. | 
i They are miſerable whoarecaptivated by her charms: 
i 


as for his own part, he has «eſcaped ft om them, as 
from a ſhipwreck. 


H A l dainty youth, bedew'd with li- 
quid perfumes, careſſes you, Pyrrha, 


| * The ſame as nitidi capilli, ſhining ha'r, 'E pil J. 14, 31. 
1 + The Romans uſed to caſt lots who thoutd be 2oult maſter. 
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in ſome pleaſant grotto, midſt a profuſion of roſes? 
For whom do you fillet up your golden hair, un- 
affectedly delicate ? Alas | how frequently ſhall he 
deplore your perfidy and the alter d Gods; and, 
through inexperience, be amazed at the ſeas, rough 
with blackening ſtorms, who now credulous en- 
Joys you all-precious z who hopes you will be al- 
Ways diſengaged, always amiable, ignorant of the 

_ faithleſs galc ! Wretched arc thoſe, to whom you 
untried ſeem fair ! The ſacred wall of Neptune's 
temple demonſtrates, by a votive tablet, that I have 
conlecrated dropping garments to the powerful 


Cod of the fea. 


O DO E VI. 
Te AGRIPPA. 


 Horace's genius is fitter for amorous fubjefts, than 
to celebrate the exploits of heroes. 


O U ſhall be deſcribed by Varius, with all 
the flight of the Mzouian verſe, as brave 1 
and a ſubduer of your enemies, whatever atchiev- 
ments your fierce ſoldicry ſhall have accompliſh'd, 


a> 


4* under your command, either a ſhip- board, or on 
| horſe-back. We humble writers, O Agrippa, nei- 
ther undertake theſe high ſubjects, nor the de- 
. ſtructive wrath of incxorable Achilles, nor the ; 
WH voyages of the crafty Uiyſſes, nor the cruel houſe | 


of vVelops; while diffidence, and the Muſe | 
who preſides over the peaceful Lyre, forbids me [ 
"I : 


. 
* 
„ 8 


| ( 1 | 
to diminiſh the praiſes 1 hudriose Cæſar, and 
yours, through defect of genius. Who with ſuf. 
ficient dignity will evei deſcribe Mars cover'd with 
his adamantine coat of mail, or Meriones em- 
brown'd with Trojan duſt, or the ſon of Tydeus v 
a match for the Gods by the favour of Pallas? 
We, whether free, whether enamoured ourſelves, 


with our accuſtomed levity, {ing ot banquets; we 


of the battles of maids, deſperate againſt young 
fcllows—with pared nails. 


. oO D E vn. 
To MUNATIUS PLANCUS. 


He deſeribes the pleaſant retreat of Tibur. The 
poet adviſes him to drive away care with wine, 
' after the example of Teucer. | 


O TH ER poets ſhall celebrate the famous 
Rhodes, or Mitylene, or Epheſus, or the 
walls of Corinth ſituated between two ſeas, or 
Thebes illuſtrious by the birth of Bacchus, or 
Delphi by Apollo's Oracle, or the L heſſalian Tem- 
pe. There are ſome whoſe ſole employment is to 
chant in endleſs verſc the city of the ſpotleſs vice 
gin goddeſs Pallas, and to prefer the olivet to every 
other leaf that's gathered. Many a once in honour 
of Juno, celebrates Argos productive of generous 
horſes, and rich Mycenæ. Neither patient Lace- 
dæmon ſo much {truck me (or my fancy, neither fo 


* Diomede, | 
+ The favourite tree of Pallas. 5 
| | much 


16 

much did the plain of fertile Lariſſa, as the houfe 
of reſounding Albunea *®, and the precipitately 
rapid Anio, and the Tiburnian groves, and the 
orchards watered by duttile rivulets. As Notus + 
is often ſerene and clears away the clouds from a 
lowring ſky, nor teems with perpetual ſhowers; ſo 
do you, O Piancus, wiſely remember to put an end 
to care and the toils of life by mellow wine: whe- 
ther he camp refulgent with banners poſſeſs you, 
or the denſe ſhade of your own Liber ſhall detain 
you. When Teucer fled ſrom Salamis and his fa- 
ther, he is reported, notwithſtanding, to have 
bound his temples, bath'd in wine, with a poplar 
crown, thus accoſting his anxious friends: O aſſo- 
ciates and companions, we will go wherever for- 
tune, more propitious than a father, ſhall carry 
us. Nothing is to be deſpair'd of under Teucers 
conduct, and the aufpices of Teucer: for the in- 
fallible Apollo has promiſed that a Salamis in a 
new land, hall render the name <quivocal, O gal- 
lani heroes, and often my fellou- ſufferers in greater 
hardihips than thete, now expel your cares with 
wine: to-morrow we will reviſit the vaſt ocean. 


_, + iis houſe at Tibur near the lake of Albunea. Towns or 
houſes ſituated on rivers, lakes, Ce were called by the anticots, 
the towns or houſes of thoſe rivers, &c A great way round the 
lake of Albunea, the earth ſounds hollow under the feet. which 


probably gaveoccalion to the epithet reſounding, here made uſe | 


of. Sce Spence's Polym, 145 
_ + Not the South, as is uſually render'd, but the South - S outh- 
Welt. | 
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ODE VIII. 
To * 


He blames Lydia for agi Sybaris in diſbo- 
nourable amours, and 'making him leave thoſe 
manly exerciſ's to which he had been accuſtom- 
ed. 


EE A, I conjure you by al! the powers above, 
to tell me why you arc ſo intent to ruin Sy- 
baris by your amours ? Why hates he the ſunny 
plain, tho” ſo inured to bear the duſt and heat? 
Wherefore doth he neither, in military accoutre- 
meins, appear mounted among his equals “; nor 
manage the Gallic ſteed with bitted reins? Why 
fears he to touch the yellow Tiber? Why ſhuas 
he oil, uſed by wreſtlers, more cautioufly than the 
blood of vipers? Wherefore neither doth he, who 
hath often acquired ſo much reputation by the 
Quoit, often by the Javelin hiving cleared the mark 
any longer appear with arms all black-and- blue 
by martial exerciſes? Why is he concealed, as they 
{ay the fon of the Sea-Codde/7 Vhetis was juſt be- 
fore the mournfu! funerals of Proy ; leſt a manly 
habit ſhould hurry him to ſlaughter and the Lyci- 
anf troops te the deſtructiuu of the Trojan forces. 


* Militaris equitet, alludes to the Ludus Trojæ, deſcribed 
Aneid V. in which youths performed a mock git on horſes 
back 


f The Lycians were auxiliaries to the Trojans. 


C ODE 
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ODE IX. 
To THALIARCH US. 


O U fee how the mountain Soracte ſtands a 


whiten'd * with deep ſnow, nor can the la- 
bouring woods any longer ſupport the weight, 
and the rivers ſtagnate with the ſharpneſs of the 
froſt. Diſſolve the cold, liberally piling up billets 
on the hearth; and draw forth, O Thaliarchus, the 
more generous wine, four years old, out of the 
Sabine jar. Leave the reſt to the Gods, who 
having once laid the winds warring with the fervid 
ocean, neither the cypreſſes, nor the aged aſhes, 
are moved. Avoid inquiring, what may happen to- 
morrow; and whatever day fortune ſhall beſtow 
on you, ſcore it up for gain; nor diſdain being a 
young fellow, delicious loves, nor dances, as long 
as ill natured hoarineſs keeps off from your bloom- 
ing age. Now let both the Campus Martius, and the 
public walks and ſoft whiſpers in the dark, be re- 
ted at the appointed hour; now too the de- 
Kghtful laugh, the betrayer of the ſkulking damſel 
from a ſecret corner, and the token raviſh'd from 
her arms or finger, pretendingly tenacious of it. 


As if it were an entire heap of nov. 
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O D E X. 


\ To MERCWUR-Y; 


ERCURY, thou eloquent grandſon of 

Atlas, who artful form'd the ſavage man- 
ners of the firſt men, by oratory, and the exer- 
ciſe of the graceful Paleſtra. I will celebrate thee, 
the meſſenger of Jupiter and the otker Gods, and 
the fire of the bending harp; thee, ingenious to con- 
ccal whatever you have a mind to, in a jocoſe theft. 
While Apollo, in angry voice, threaten'd you, then 
but a boy, that unleſs you had reſtored the oxen, 
ſometime driven away by your fraud, he laugh'd, 
when he found himſelf deprived of his quiver 4%. 
Moreover, the wealthy Priam, at his departure 
from llium, under your guidance, deceived the 
proud ſons * of Atreus, and the Theſſalian watch- 
lights, and the camp inveterate againſt roy You 
place the ſouls of good men in bliſsful regions, 


"and compel together the airy ccoud with your 


golden rod, being acceptable both to the ſupernal 
and infernal Gods. | 


OD E AL 


To LEUCONOE. 
NQUIRE not, Leuconoe, ('tis not fittin 
you ſhould know) how long a term of life rhe 
Bods have granted to you or me; neither con- 
Jult the Chaldean calculations. How auch better is 
it to bear with paticnce whatever {hall happen! 


Agamemnon and Menelaus. 
5 C 2 Whether 
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Whether Jup'ter hath indulged us with morewin- 
ten, Or this be the laſt, which now breaks the 
Frrurion waves againſt the oppoting rocks. Be 
vile ; rack off your wines and abridge your hopes 
proportioned to the ſhortneis of your life. While 
we are converling, envious age has been flying ; 
ieize the preſent day, not giviug the lealt credit te 
the iucceeding one. | 


O D E XII. 
To AUGUSTUS. 
A hymn in praiſe of Gods and men. 


WHAT man, what hero, O Clio, will you un- 


dertake to celel;ate on the harp, or the 


ſhrill pipe? What God? Whoſe name ſhall the ſpor- 


live echo reſound, either in the ſhady borders of 
Helicon, or on the top of Pindus, or on the cold 
Hæmus? whence the woods follow'd promifcuouſly 
the tuncful Orpheus, who, by his“ maternal art, 
retarded the rapid courſcs of rivers, and the fleet 
winds ; and was ſo ſweet, that he drew the liſten- 
ing oaks with his harmonious ſtrings. But what can 
i fig prior to the uſual praiſes of the father of 
us all, who goyerns the 1 of men and Gods; 
who governs the ſea, the earth, and the whole 


_ world with grateful viciflitudes of ſeaſons? Whence 


nothing is produced greater than him; nothin 
ſprings either like him, or even in a ſecond de- 
gree to him: nevyerthleſs, Pallas has acquired 
thoſe honcurs, which are next after him. 
2 Caliipge was tte mother of Orpteus, | 
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Neither will I paſs thee by in ſilence, O Bacchus, 
bold in combat: nor thee, O“ virgin, who art an 
enemy to the ſavage beaſts; nor thee, O Phoebus, 
formidable for your unerring dart. I will fin 

alſo of Hercules, and the + two ſons of Leda, the 
one illuſtrious for his atchicvements on horſcback, 
the other on foot; whoſe benign conſtellation, as 
ſoon as it has ſhone forth to the ſailors, the troubled 
ſurge falls down from the rocks, the winds ceaſe, 
the cleuds vaniſh, and the threatning waves ſubſide 
in the ſea, becauſe it was their will. After theſe, I 
am in doubt whom I ſhall firſt commemorate, whe- 


ther Romulus, or the peaceful reign of Numa, or 


the haughty enſigns et Larquinius +, or the glo- 


rious death of Cato ? I will celebrate, out of gra- 


titude, with the choiceſt verſes, Regulus, and the 


.Scauri, and Paulas $. prodigal of his great ſoul, 


when Carthage conquer'd, and alto Fabricius. 

, Severe poverty, and an hereditary farm, with a 
dwelling adapted to it, form'd this hero uſeſul in 
war, as it did allo Curius with bis rough locks, 


and Camillus. The tame of Marcellus increaſes, 


as a tree docs in the inſenſible progreſs of time. 


But the Julian conſtellation ſhines amidſt them all, 
as the moon amongſt the lefler ſtars. O thou fon 


of Saturn, the autbor and preſerver of the human 
race; the protection ot Czlar is committed to thy 
charge by the fates; thou ſhalt reign ſupreme with 
Czlar for thy ſecond. Whether he ſhall ſubdue 


* Diana, + Caſtor and Pollen. } Tarquinius Priſcus. 
& ZAmelius Paulus. | 


with 
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with a juſt victory the Parthians, making inroads 
upon Italy, or ſhall render ſubject the Seres and 
Indians on the eaſtern coaſts; he ſhall rule the wide 
world with equity, in ſubordination only to thee : 
thou ſhalt ſhake Olympus with thy tremendous car; 
thou ſhalt hurl thy hoſtile thunder- bolts againſt 
the polluted groves. 


OD E XIII. 


To LYDIA. 
Horace deſcribes his own jealouſy. 

O Lydia, when you commend Telephus's roſy 

neck, and the waxen arms of Telephus, alas 
my inflam'd liver {wells with bitter choler. At 
that-time, neither is my mind firm, nor docs my 
colour maintain a certain ſituation “: and the in- 
voluntary tears glide on my cheek, e, ee 
with what lingering flames i am inwardly conſumed. 
I am on fire, whether exceſſive quarrels in your 
cups have ſtained your fair ſhoulders ; or whether 
the youth, in his fury, has impreſs'd with his 
teeth a memorial of himſelf on your lips. If you'll 
give due attention to my advice, never expect that 
ne will be conſtant, who inhumanly wounds thoſe 
ſweet kiſfes, which Venus has ſteep'd in the quin- 
teſſence of her own nectar. O more than thrice 
happy are thoſe, whom an indifloluble connection 
binds together; and whoſe love, undivided by im- 
pious complainings, does not ſeparate them ſoon- 


er than the day of death. 


That is, my reaſon is confuſed and my colour comes and 
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ODE XIV. 


The pcet diſſuades the Romans rem reviving the 
civil war. The repuclic is repreſented under the 
allegory of a ſhip. 3 

Ship, ſhall new waves bear thee back to ſea 

again? O what are you doing? Bravely ſeize 

the port. Do you not perceive, that your ſides 
are deſtitute of oars, and your maſt wounded by 
the violent ſouth, and your main yards groan, 
and your keel can ſcarce ſupport the impetuoſity of 

the waves, without the help of cordape? Your fails 
are not intire; neither have you Gods “ whom 
you may again invoke in your diſtreſs ; notwith=- 
ſtanding you are made of the pines of Pontus, 
and, being the daughter of an illuſtrious wood, 
you boaſt of your race, and a fame now of no ſer- 
vice to you. The timorous ſailor has no depend- 
ence on a painted ſtern. Look to yourſelf, unleſs 

you are deſtined to be the ſport of the winds. O 

thou, that was lately my trouble and fatigue, but 

who now createſt in me tenderneſs and ſolicitude, 
may'ſt thou eſcape thoſe dangerous ſcas, which 
flow amongſt the ſhiniag Cyclades. 


ODE XV. 


| Neures's prophecy of the deflruttien of Troy. 


WHEY the perfidious ſhepherd (Paris) car- 
ried off by ſca in Trojan ſhips his hoſteſs 
Helen, Nereus ſuppreſs'd the ſwift winds, in an un- 
* The ſtatues of the Gods on the pcop are broken off, 


pleaſing 
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pleaſing calm, that he might ſing to them their dire 
fates. With unlucky omens do you convey home 
that woman, whom Greece ſhall demand back again 
with a numerous army, having enter'd into a con- 
federacy to diſſolve your nuptials, and the ancient 
kingdom of Priam Alas! what ſweat to horſes, 
what to men is juſt at hand! What a deſtruttion are 
Tom preparing for the Trojan nation; Even now 

allas is fitting her helmet and her ſhield, and her 
chariot and ker fury. In vain looking fierce thrg' 
the patronage of Venus, will you comb your hair, 
and run diviſions upon the effeminate harp with 
ſongs pleafing only to women. In vain will you 
eſcape the ſpears that diſturb the nuptial bed, and 
the poignance of the Cretan dart, and the din of 
battle, and Ajax ſwift in purſuit. Nevertheleſs, 
alas ! the time will come, tho' late, when you thall 
beſmear your adulterous hairs in the duſt. Do you 
not ſee the ſon of Laertes, fatal to your nation, 
and the Pylian Neſtor, Salaminian CVeucer, and 
Sthenelus f&ili'd in fight; or, if there be occaſion 
to manage horſes, an expert charioteer, purſue you 
with intrepidity. Meriones alſo ſhall you experi- 
ence. Behold ! the gallant ſon of Tydeus, even 
a better man than his father, glows to find you out: 
him, as a ſtag flies a wolf, which he has ſeen on the 
oppolite ſide of the vale, unmindful of his paſture, 
ſhall you effeminate fly grievouſly panting: not ſuch 
the promiſes you made your miſtreſs. Ihe flcet orf 
the enraged Achilles ſhall defer for a time that 
day, which is to be fatal to roy and the Trojan 
matrons: but after a certain number of years, 
Grecian fire ſhall conſume the Trojan palaces = 
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O D E XVI. 


Horace had lampoon'd Gratidia, the mother of Tyn« 
daris. lle attempt; to appeaſe her off ended daug'- 
ter, chicfly by allcaging the ungovernablenejs of 
paſſion, 


Daughter, more charming than thy charming 
Mother, pur what ead you pleaſe to thoſe in- 
jurious iambicks; either in the flames or if you 
chuſe it, in the Adriatic ſea. Neither Cybele, nor 
Apollo, the poſſi ior of the prieſts, io ſhakes the 
breaſt in his amo ſhrives ; Bacchus does not do 
it equally, nor do the Corybhiates fo redoub!e 
their ſtrokes on their harp ſounding cymbals, as 
direful anger; which neither the Noric {word can 
deter, nor the ſhipwrecking ſea nor creadful fire, 
nor Jupiter himſelf ruſhing from above in the tre- 
mendous tumuit of hrs thunder. It is reported that 
Prometheus was obliged to add to that originial 

clay, with which he ſorm'd mankind, ſome i ingre- 
dient taken from every anioal, and that he apply'd 
the vehemence of the rzging lion to the human 
breaſt. It was rage that deſtroy'd Thyeſtes witli 
an horrible perdition; and his been the final cauſe 
{ that lofty cities have ven entirely demolith'd, and 
that aa infolent army has drove the hoſtile plough 
{hare over their Walls. Compoſe your mind, 41 
ardour of tloul attack'd mc Ai in bloumtng you 
and drove mein a mec to the, writing of Wit 
1} $ tobte 
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footed iambicks. But now I am deſirous of ex- 
changing ſeverity for good- nature, provided you'll 
hecome my friend, after my haviog recanted my 
ill- language, and reſtore me your affections. 


O D E XVII. 
To TYNDARIS, 


Horace invites Tyndaris to a ſaſe retreat frim the 
audaciouſne/s of e in his ſabine villa. 


Tz nimble Faunus often exchanges the Ly- 
can mountain for the pleaſant Lucretilisand 
always defends my ſhe-goats from the ſcorching 
tummer, and rainy winds. The wandring wives“ of 
the unſavoury huſband ſeek the hidden ſtrawberry 
trees and thyrme with ſecurity thro” the dangerleſs 
grove: nor do the kids dread the green lizards or 
the martial wolvesz whenever, my Tyndaris, the 
vales and the ſmooth: rocks of the ſloping Uſtica 
have reſounded with his melodious pipe, The Gods 
are my protectorss My piety and my muſe are 
agree:vle to the Gods. Here plenty, rich with 
rura. ti nours ſhall low to you, with her generous 
horn fili'd to the brim. Here, in a ſequeſter'd vale, 
ſhall you avoid the heat of the dog- ſtar; and on 

our Anacreontic harp, ſhall you fing of Penelope 
and the frail Circe, ſtriving for one lover ; here 
{hall you quaff, under a ſhade, cups of unintoxi- 
cating Leſbian. 

* She-geats. 
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Nor ſhall the raging ſon of Semele enter the combat 
with Mars, and unſuipected you (hall not fear the 
inſolent Cyrus, leſt he thould lay his intemperate 
hands on you, who are by no means a match tor 
him; and ſhould cut the chaplet that is platted ia 
your hair, and your inottenfive garment. 


ODE XVIII. 
To VARUS 


That miſerable is the life of milk-/ops, but more / 
that of drunkards. 


Varus, you can plantno tree preferably to the 
vine, about the mellow 1ſoil ot ibur, and the 
walls of Catilus For God hath render'd cvcrp 
thing croſs to the ſober : nor do biting carcs dit- 
perſe any otherwiſe, than by the uſe of wine. Who, 
after drinking, ever complains of the hardſhips of 
war or poverty? Who does not rather celebrate thee 
father Bacchus, and thee, O lovely Venus? Never- 
rhelefs, the battle of the Centaurs with the Lapi- 
the, which was fought in their cups, admonilhes 


us not to exceed a moderate uſe of the pits of 


Bacchus. And Bacchus himſelf admonithics us in 
his ſeverity to the Ihracians, when gree!y to la- 
tisty their luſts, they make little diſtinction between. 
right and wrong, O candid Bacchus, I will noc 
rouſe thee againſt thy will; nor will 1 bring 
abroad thy myſteries which are cover“ with vari- 
ous leaves. Ceale your direful cymbu s, together 

JD 2 Wit 
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with your Phrypian horn, whoſe followers are 
Lind ſeli- love and arrogance, holding up too high 
ler enipty head, and that fort of faith which is 
communicative of ſecrets, aud is more tranipa- 


2cnt than glaſs 


0: DE As 
To GLYCER A. 
That he was inflamed with the love of her. 


2 cruel mother of the Cupids, and the ſon 
of the Thcban Semeie, aud my own laſcivious 
eaic, command me to give back my mind to its de- 
j:ried loves. The ſplendor of Glycera, ſhining 
brighter than the Pai ian marble, inflames me: her 
#greeable petulancy,-and her countenance, too un- 
11cady to be beheld, inflaaze me. Venus attacking 
we wich her whole force, has quitted Cyprus: nor 
iuliers me to fing of the dcychians, and the Par- 
thin, furious when his horſe is turned. tor flight, 
Dor any ſubject which is not to my preſent purpole, 
lere, flaves. p'1cc me a live turf; here place me 
the vervaigs a trankincenſe, with a flaggon of 
two-year old winc. Glycera will approach more 
p: opitions, after 1 have ſacrificed a victim. 


_— 
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To MEC EN A8. 
The poet intimates to Mecenas, who had Fer'd him- 
ſelſ to be his gueſt, that he ſhould only treat him 
with common wine, unleſs he himſelf brought bet- 
ter along with him. 
Y dear knight, Mzcenas, you ſhall drink 
by : at my houſe the ignoble Sabine wine in ſo- 
ber cups, which 1 myſclt ſealed up, in a Grecian 


> caſk, ſtored at that time, when ſo great an applauſe 
x was given you in the ampitheatre, that the banks 
x of your family river, together with the chearful 
. echo of the Vatican mountain, return'd your prai- 
p 


jes. You, when you are at home, will drink the 


Cecuban, and the juice of that grape, which is 
ſqueez'd in the Calenian preſs : for neither the 
Falernian vines, nor the Formian hills, ſeaſon my 
o DE XXI. 
oa DIANA and APOLLO. 
TE tender virgins, ſing Diana; ye boys fing 
Apollo, with his unſhorn hair, and Latona, 


paſſionately beloved by the ſupreme Jupiter. Ye 
| (virgins) 
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(virgins) praiſe her that rejoices in the rivers, and 
the thick groves, which project either from the 
cold Algidos, or the gloomy woods of Erymanthus 
or the green Cragus. Ye boys, extol with equal 
praiſes Tempe and Apollo's Delos, and his ſhoul- 
der adorned with a quiver, and his brother Mer- 
cury's lyre. He, prevailed upon by your inter- 
ceſhon, thall drive away calamitous war, and mi- 
ſerable famine, and the plague from the Roman 
people, and their ſovereign Cæſar, to the Perſians 
and the Britons. 


O D EE XXII. 
Je ARISTIUS FUSCUS. 


That thro the protection of conſcious innocence, and 
Lalage's favour, be never feared any thing. 


T He man of perfect life, and pure from wicked- 
nets, O Fuſcus, has no occaſion for the Mooriſh 
Javelins nor bow, nor the quiver, loaded with poi- 
ſoned darts; whether he is about to make his 
journey thro' the ſultry Syrtes, or the inhoſpitable 
Caucaſus, or thoſe places, which Hydaſpes, cele- 
bratcd in ſtory, waſhes. For lately, as I was ſing- 
ing my Lalage, and wandered beyond my uſual 
bounds, devoid of care, a wolf in the Sabiue wood 
fled from me, tho' I was unarmed; Such a monſter, 
as 
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zs neither the warlike Apulia nouriſhes in its ex- 
tenſive woods, nor the land of Juba, the dry nurſe 
of lions, produces. Place me in thoſe barren plains 
where no tree is refreſhed by the genial air; at that 


part of the world, which clouds and an inclement 


atmoſphere infeſt : Place me under the chariot 


of the ſun too near, in a land deprived of habi- 
tations; there will I love my ſweetly-ſmiling, 
iwectly-ſpeaking Lalage. 


O D E XXIII. 


To CHLOE. 


That being now marriageable, ſhe had no reaſon to 
be frightened at the fight of a man, 


OU ſhun me, my Chloe, like a fawn that is 
ſceking its timorous mother in the pathleſs 
mountains, not without a vain dread of the breezes 
and the thickets: for ſhe trembles both in her 
heart and knees, whether the arrival ot the ſpring 
hath become terrible to her by its ruſtling leaves, 
or the green lizards have ſtirred the buſh. But I 
do not follow you, like a ſavage tigreſs, or a Gæ- 
tulian lion, to tear you to pieces. Therefore quit 
your mother, now you are mature for a hvſband. 


ODE 
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O D E XXIV. 
e air. 


He admoniſbes him to bear with patience the death 
| of Quintilius, 


W H A T ſhame or bound can there be to our 

affection for ſo dear a perſon? O Mclpo- 
mene, to whom your father has given a melting 
voice, and the harp,teach me the mournful ſtrains. 
Does then a perpetual ſleep oppreſs Quiatilius ? 
To whom, when will modeſty, and uncorrupt 
faith the ſiſter of juſtice, and undiſguiſed truth, 
find any equal? He died lamented by many good 
men, but more lamented by. none, than you, O 
Virgil. You, tho' pious, alas! in vain demand 
Quintilius back from the Gods, who did not lend 
him us on {uch terms. What, though you could 
ſtrike the h c, liſtened to by the trees, with 
more {wectnels than the Thiracian Orpheus, yet 
the blood can never return to the empty ſhade, 
which Mercury, nexorable to reverſe the fates, 
has, with his dreadful caduceus, once driven to 
the gloomy throng. This is hard: but every thing 
becomes more ſupportable by patience, which ic 
is out of our power to amend. 


Be - Bs, 
ODE XXV. 


To I. T D 1A. 


e takes occnfion to inſult her for her former haughe 
= tineſs, and tells her, thit ſhe is nou grun of, 

and, in return for her former in/olonce, forſ. then 
by all the young men. 


6 Ls wanton ſparks leſs violently ſhake your 
faſten'd windows with their redoubled raps, 
nor do they rob you of your reſt: and your door, 
which formerly moved much its yielding hinges, 
now ſticks lovingly to its threſhold Leſs and leſs 
do you now hear this ſerenade, “ My Lydia, do 
« you ſleep the live- long night, while I your lo- 
« yer am dying?” Now you are an old woman, 
it will be your turn to bewai! the infolence of 
rakes, when you are nepletted in a lonely alley, 
while the Lhracian wind rapes at the Interluni— 
um “; when that hot deftre and luſt, which is 
wont to render furious the dams of horſes, ſhall 
rage about your ulcerous liver, not without come 
plaiot, that ſprighly youth rejoice rather in the 
verdant ivy and growing myrtle, and dedicate ſap- 
leſs leaves to Hebrus, he companion of winter. 


The intermediate ſpace between new and full moon. 
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That free ſrom all care andanxicty, le celebrates the 
praiſes of Lamia. 


A Friend to the Muſes, I will deliver up grief 

and fears to the wanton winds, to waft into 
the Cretan ſea; , being ſingularly careleſs, what 
king of a frozen region is dreaded under the pole, 
or what may give apprehenſions to Tiridates. O 
iwcet Muſe, who art delighted with pure foun— 
tains, weave together the ſunny flowers, weave a 
chaplet for my Lamia Without thee my praiſes 
profit nothing. To render him immortal by new 
ſtrains, to render him Immortal by the Leſbian 


lyre becomes both you and your lifters. 


O D E XXVIL 
To his CoMPaAaNnioNs. 


That it is perſefly unſeaſonable to wrangle over 
their liquor. 3 


5 he quarrel in your cups, which were made for 
- joyous purpoſes, is downright Thracian. 
Away with the barbarous cuſtom, and protect mo- 
deſt Bacchus from bloody frays. How immenſely 
diſagreeable to wine and candles, is the ſabre of the 
Medes]! O my companions, repreſs your horrible 


vociferations, and reſt quietly on bended elbow. 
Would 


— — 


Would you have me alſo take my ſhare of ſtout 
Falernian ? Let the brother of Jpuntian Megilla 
then declare, with „hat wound ie is happy, with 
what dart he is dying — What, do you retuſe /— 
I will not drink upon any other condition. What- 
ever kind of patlion rules you, it ſcorches you wich 
flames you need not be aſhamed of, and you al- 
ways go a raking after an in:enuous love. Come 
on, whatever is your caſe, trutt it to faithful cars. 
Ah, unhappy ! in how great a Charybdis are you 
ſtruggling, a youth worthy of a better flame ? 
What witch, what magician with his Theſſalian 
incantations, what deity can free you? Pegaſus 
himſelf will ſcarce deliver you, fo intangled, trum 
this three-fold chimæra. 


ODE XXVII.. 


Under the firm of a dialogue between a hilar and 
the ghoſt of Archytas, he ridicules the opintin of 
the Pythagoreans, and recommends the care of the 
burial of the dead, 


T H E want of the ſmall preſent of a little ſand 

*. near the Matinian ſhore, contines thee, O 
Archytas, the ſurueyor of ſca and carth, and the 
innumerable ſand; nor is it of any advantage to 
you, a mere mortal, to have explored the celeſtial 
regions, and to have traverſed the round world in 
your comprehenſive imagination thus aily 01d tie 
father of Pelops, the gueſt of the Gods dic, and lu- 
thonus likewiſe was tranſlated tothe ſkies, and Mi- 
vos tho admitted to the ſecrets of Jupiter z and the 
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Tartarean regions are poſſeſſed of the ſon of Pan- 
thous “, once more ſent down to the receptacle 
of the dead; notwithſtanding, having retaken his 
ſhield from the temple, he gave evidence of the 
Trojan times, and that he had given up to gloomy 
death nothing but his rerves and ſkin ; and he is 
no incoaſide rable judge of truth and nature in your 
opinion. But one night awaits all, and the road of 
death muſi once be travell'd. The furies give up 
ſome to the iport of horrible Mars: the fea is 
deſtruclive to the avaritious ſailors : the mingled 
funerals of young and old are crouded together; 
not one ſingle perſon does the cruel Proſerpine 
pais by. the ſouth wind, the tempeſtuous at- 
tendant on the ſetting Orion, has ſunk me allo 
in the Illyrian waves, But do not thou, O failor, 
malignantly gruuge to give a portion of looſe ſand 
to my bones, and unburicd head. do whatever the 
caſt wind ſhall threaten to the Italian ſca, let the Ve- 
nuſinian woods ſuffer, while you are in ſafety; and 
may a manifold profit, from whatever port it may, 
come to you by tavouring Jove, and Neptune, the 
defender of the conſecrated Tarentum But if you 
by chance make light of committing a crime, which 
will. be hurtful to your innocent poſter ity, juſt 
laws and contemptuous treatment await you in 
your turn. I ſhai not be deſerted with truulefs 
prayers; and no explations ſhall attone for you. 
4ho”.yuu are in a hurry, you need not tarry long: 
after having three times ſiprinkled the duit over 
me, you may procced, 


* Pythagoras, 
| ODE 
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OH D E XXX. 
To ICCIUS 


He banters the young man for leaving his fludy of 
phileſophy to become a ſoldier. 


Iccius, you now covet the opulent treaſures 

of the Arabians, and are making vigorous 
preparations for a war againſt the kings of Saba, 
hitherto unconquered, and are ferming chains for 
the formidable Mede. What barbarian virgia ſhall 
be your flave, after you have kill'd her betroth- 
ed huſband ? What boy from the court ſhall be 
made your cup-bearer with his perfumed locks, 
{kill'd to direct the Serican arrows with his father's 
bow? Who will now deny that it is poſſible for 
precipitate rivers to flow back again to the high 
mountains, and for Liber to change his courſe, 
ſince your are about to exchange the noble works 
of Panztius, collected from all parts, together with 
1 whole Socratic family, for Iberian armour, 
After you had given us hopes of better things. 


ODE 


C0 I 
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To VENUS. 


Horace invokes Venus to be preſent at Glhcera's pri- 
vate ſacrifice. 


() Venus queen of Cnidos and Paphos, neglect 
your favourite Cyprus, ond tranſport your- 
ſelf into the beautiful temple of Glycera, who is in- 
voking you with abundance of frankincenſe. Let 


your tervid ſon haſten along with you, and the 


graces, with their zones looſed, and the nymphs, 
and youth diſagreeable without you, and Mercury. 


O D E XXXl. 


To APOLLO. 
That a fund flate of body and mind, together with 


life. 


WET does the poet beg from the conſe- 
crated ſhrine of Phoebus? What does he pray 
for, while he pours from the flagon the firſt libation 
of wine? Not the rich crops of fertile Sardinia : 
not the goodly flocks of the ſcorched Calabria: not 
gold, or Indian ivory : not thoſe countries, which 
the ſtill river Liris eats away with its ſilent ſtreams. 
Let 


a taſte for poetry, exceeds all other bleſſings L | 


. (39 

Let thoſe, to whom fortune has given the Calenian 
vineyards, pi une them with a hooked knife: and let 
the wealthy merchant drink out of golden cups, the 
wines procured by bis Syrian merchandiſe, favour'd 
by the Gods themſelves, for as much as without 
loſs he viſits three or four times a year the Atlantic 
ſea. Me olives ſupport, me ſuccories and emol- 
lient mallows. O thou ſon of Latona, grant me 
to enjoy my acquiſitions, and to have my health, 
together with an unimpaired underſtanding, I be- 
ſeech thee, and that I may not lead a diſhonourable 
old age, nor one deprived ot a taſte for muſic. 


O D E XXXIIL. 
To his LyRE. 


Being defired to write a ſecular ode, Horace in- 
| votes his hre to affiſt him with ſtrains equal to 
5 the ſutjett. 


E are now called upon. If in idle amuſe- 
ment in the ſhade with you. we have play'd 

any thing that may live for this year and many, 
come on, aſſiſt me with a lyric ode in Latin, my 
| dear lyre,—firſt tuned in Greek by the Le ſbian citi- 


zen Alceus: who fierce in war, yet amidſt arms, 
or if he had made faſt to the watery ſliore his toſſed 


10 veſſel, ſung Bacchus, and the mules, and Venus, 
Y and the boy her ever cloſe attendant, and Ly- 
| cus, lovely for his black eyes and jetty locks. 


O thou 


40 
O thou ornament of Apollo, charming ſhell, agree- 
able even at the banquets of ſupreme Jupiter | O 
thou ſweet alle viator of anxious toils, be propiti- 
ous to me, whenever I duly invoke thee. 


o DE XXXII. | 
4 To ALBIUS TIBULLUS. 


He endeavours to comfort him by inflancing ethers 
who were in love without a mutual return. 


RIEVE not too much my Albius, thought- 

ful of cruel Glycera; nor chant your mourn=- 
ful elegics, becauſe, having ferfeited her faith, a 
younger men is more agreeable than you in her 
eycs. Behold a love for Cyrus inflames Lycoris, di- 
ftingviſhed for her delicate little forehead® : Cyrus 
follows the rough-ſpun Pholoe; but ſhe-goats {hall 
ſooner be united to the Apulian wolves, than Pho- 
loe ſhall commit a crime with a baſe adulterer. | 
Such is the will of Venus. who delights in cruel { 
ſport to ſubject to her brazen yokes, perſons and 
tempers i- ſuited to each other. As for myſelf the 
flave- born Muyrtale, more untractable than the 
Acriatic ſca, that forms the Calabrian gulfs, io- 
tangled me in a pleaſing chain, at the very time a 
more eligible love courted my embraces. 


The ancicnts thought a ſmall forehead a great beauty, and „ 
the ladies affected it in their dreſs, % 
ODE 
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O D E XXXIV. 


Ta a preten ed recantation he abſolutely overt hrowt 
the arguments in favour of the providence of the Codt. 


I Was an unfrequent and remiſs worſhiper of the 
Gods, while I profeſs'd the errors of a ſenſeleſs 
philoſophy ; but now I am obliged to fer ſail back 
again, and to renew the cotirſe thu I had deſerted; 
For Jupiter, who utually cleaves the * clouds with 
his gleaming lighting, lately drove bis thunder- 
ing borſes and rapid chariot thro' the clear ſerene; 
at which the ſluggiſh carth and wand'ring rivers; 
at which Styx, and the horrid teat of deteſted Tæ- 
nar us, and the utmoſt boundary of Atlas was ha- 
ken. The Deity is able to make an exchange be- 
tween the higheſt and loweſt, and diminiſhes the 
exalted, by bringing to light he obſture ; rapa- 
cious fortune with a ſhrill whizzing, hath born 
off the plume from one head, and dclights in hav- 
ing placed, not fix'd it on another. | 


* it was the opinion of the Epicureans, that thunder was 
cauſed by the colliſion of one cloud againſt another. But Horace 
bearing thunder in a gloudleſs ſæy, gives up their doctrine 


F ODI 
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DR WV. 
To FORTUNE. 


He prays to ber for the commonruealth, Auguſtus, 
| and the Roman armies, 


O Goddeſs, who prefideſt over beautiful Antium; 


thon that art ready to exalt mortal man from 
the moſt abject ſtate; or to convert ſuperb triumphs 
into funerals. Thee the poor countryman ſolicits 
with his anxious vows; and whoſoever ploughs the 
Carpathian ſea with the Bythinian veſſel importunes 
thee as miſtreſs of the ſea. Thee, the rough Dacianz 
thee, the wandering Scythians, and cities, and na- 
tions, the warlike Latium alſo, and the mothers 
of barbarian kings, and tyrants, clad in purple, 
are in dread of Spurn not with deſtructive foot 
that column which now ſtands firm, nor let popu- 
lar tumults rouſe thoſe who now reſt quiet to arins, 
to arms—and break the empire. Inexorable 
neceſſity always marches befare yqu, holdipg in 
her brazen hand huge“ ſpikes and wedges, nor is 
the-tormenting hook abſent, or the melted lead. 
Thee hope reverences and fidelity- rare, robed 
in a white garment; nor does ſhe deſert thee, 


howſoever in wrath thou change thy robe and a- 


bandon the houſes of the powerful. But 
the faithleſs croud of companions, and the 
® Theſe were ſeveral inſtruments of puniſhment and death, 
which were ſculptured in the temple of Fortune at Antium. 
per 
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perjur'd harlot draws back : Friends, treacherous 
in their promiſes to bear equally the hut den of ad- 
verſity, when caſks are exhauſted, very dregs and 
all, fly off Preſerve thou Cæſar, who is medita- 
ting an expedition againſt the Britains, the far- 
theſt people in the world, and alſo the new levy 
of youths to be dreaded by the eaſtern regions, 
and the Red ſea. Alas! I am aſhamed of the 
wounds and wickedneſs of the public, and brethren 
ſlain by brethren. What have we, a hardened 
age, abhorred? What have we in our impiety 
left unviolated? From what has our youth crcttrain- 
ed their hands out of reverence to the gods? What 
altars have they ſpared? O may you forge a- 
new our blunted ſwords on a different anvil a» 
gainſt the Meſſageta and Arabians. 
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O DE XXVVI. 
H. congratulates Plotius Numida upou his happy 
return from Spain. 
1 is a joyful occaſion to ſacrifice with in- 
1 cenſe and muſic, and the votive blood of a 
heifer, to the Gods, the guardians of Numida; who 
now returning in fafety from the extremeſt part of 
Spain, imparts many embraces to his beloved com- 
panions, but to none more than his dear Lamia, 


mindful of his childhood ſpent under one and the 
| F 2 ſame 


( 44 
ſame governor, and of the“ gown, which they 
changed at the ſame time. Let not this joyful day 
be without a 1 Creta mark of dittinction, let us 
not ſpare the jar at hand; nor, 4 Salian- like, let 
there be any ceſſation of feet; nor let the coping 
Damalis conquer Baſſus in the Thracian $ Amyſtisz 
nor let there be roics wanting to the banquer, nor 
the ever green paifley, nor ſhort- ud lily. All the 
company will fix their diflolving eycs on Damalis; 
but the, more luxuriant tian the wanten ivy, will 


not be ſepar ated from her new lover. 


ODE XXXVII. 
To his COMPANIONS. 


Ti hat they og bi to make a rejoicing on account of 
Cleopatra's death; | 


\, T OW, my companions is the time to carouſe, 

now to beat the ground with a light foot: 
now is the time that was to deck the couch of the 
Gods with ſumptuous dalian dainties. Before this, 
it was impicus to produce the od Cæcuban ſtored 
up by our anceſtors; while the queen* with a con- 


* At the beginning of the ſeventeenth year, the Rman youth 
changed the prætexta, or bey's gown, for the toga virillis, vl 
man's gown. tf lhe Cretans mark'd their lucky days wi 
white and the reverie with black. {joalii; prielts of Mars, who 
made daiic.ug a piincipal part of their religious worſhip. 

$ Amyſtis, a large Thracian cup, which to cxhauſt at a breath, 
was eſtcem's a picce of drunken bravery. ; 
| | tawinated 


( 45 ) | 

taminatcd gang of creatures, noiſome thro! diſtem- 
per, was preparing giddy deſtruQion for the capitol 
and the ſubverſion of the empire. being weak enough 
to hope for any thing, and intoxicated with the 
favours of fortune. But ica:cely a ſingle ſhip pre- 
terved from the flames, abated her fury; and Cæſar 
reduced her mind, inflamed with Egyptian wine, 
to real fears, cloſe purſuing her, in her flight from 
Italy, with his pallies, (as the hawk purſues the 
tender doves, or the nimble hunter the hare ia the 
plains of ſnowy /Emon) that he might throw into 
chains this deſtructive monſter of a woman, who, 
feeking a more generous death, neither had an ef- 
feminate dread of the ſword, nor repair'd with her 
fwift ſhip, to hidden ſhores. She was able allo to 
look upon her palace lying in ruins, with a coun- 
tenance unmov'd, and courageous enough to han- 
dle exaſperated aſps“, that the might imbibe into 
her body the deadly poiſon, being more reſolved 
| by having premeditated her death : for ſhe was 
g a woman of ſuch prc4:neſs of ſoul, as to ſcorn to 
2 be caraied off in haughty triumph, like a private 
perſon, by rough Liburnian tars. 


Plutarch ſays it was that kind of ſerpent called an aſp. 
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o D E XXXVI. 
'To his SERVANT. 


He ht kim againſt any extravagant doings 
at his entertainment. 


OY, I deteſt the pomp of the Perſians: chap- 
lets, which are woven with the “ Philyra, 
diſpleaſe me: by no means hunt for the place 
where the latter roſe abides. It is my particular 
deſire that you make no laborious addition to the 
plain myrtle; for myrtle is neither unbecoming 
you a ſervant, nor me while 1 quaff under this 
mantling vine. 


* Philyra : a thin membrane between the bark and the wood 
of the Tilia, or Linden- tree, which they made uſe of by way of 
| Gbband in their cbaplets, &c. 
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O D E I 
To ASINIUS POL LI Oo. 


He entreats him to quit tragedy for the preſent, that 
he may apply himfelf wholly to the hiſtory of the 


civil wars. 


OU are treating of the civil commotion, 
| which began in the conſulſhip of Metellus, 
| and the cauſes of the war, and the crimes 
that were committed, and the meaſures that were 
taken, and the ſport of fortune, and the pernici- 
ous * confederacy of the chiefs, and arms ſtained 
with blood not yet expiated—a work full of haze 
ardous conſequence : and you are treading upon 


| ® The triumvirate ef OQarigs, Lepidus, and Antony. 


(48. 
fires hid under deceitful aſhes ; Let therefore the 
muſe that preſides over ſevere tragedy, be for a 
while abſent from the theatres ; ſhortly, when you 
ſhall have regulated the public affairs, you ſhall 


reſume your great work in the tragic ſtyle, O Pol- 
lio, you excellent ſuccour to melancholy defendants 


and a conſulting ſenate; Pollio, to whom the laurel 
produced immortal honours in the Dalmatian tri- 
umph. Even now you ſtun our ears with the threat- 
ning murmur of horns; now tae clarions ſound ; 


now the glitter of arms affrights the flying fteeds, 


and dazzles the fight of the riders. Now I ſeem 
to ſee great commanders beſmeared with glorious 
duſt, and the whole earth ſubdued, except the 
ſtubborn ſoul of Cato. Juno, and every other 
God propitious to the Africans, impotently went 
off, leaving that land unrevenged ; but ſoon of- 
fered the deſcendants of the conquerors, as ſacri- 
fices to the manes of Jugurtha. What plain, en- 
riched by Latin blood, hears not record, by its 
numerous tepulchres, of our impiovs battles, and 
of the ſound of the downfal of Italy, heard even 
by the Medes? What pool ? What rivers are un- 
conſcious of our deplorable war ? What ſea have 


not the Daunian flaughters diſcoloured ? What 


ſhore is not ſtained by our blood ? But do not, 
raſh muſe, neglecting your jocoſe ſtrains, reſume 


the taſk of Czan plaintive ſoog, but rather ſeek 


with me tor meaſures ot a lighter ſtyle, bencath 
ſome love-ſequeſtered grotto, 


. 
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Te CRISPUS SALLUSTIVS. 


That he alone is rich, who makes a preper uſe of hit 
riches; and he alone is happy that can command 


his paſſions. 


Criſpus Salluſtius, thou foe to the bullion 

that is concealed in the niggard earth“, there 
is no luſtre in money, unleſs it derives its ſplendor 
from a moderate enjoyment. Proculeius ſhall 
live an extended age, conſpicuous for fatherly at- 
fection to brothers; ſurviving fame ſhall bear him 
on an indifioluble wing. You may have a more 
extenſive dominion by controuling a craving dil- 
poſition, than if you could unite Lybia-to the di- 
ſtant Gades, aud each of the Carthages were ſub- 
ject to you alone The direful dropſy increaſes 
by ſelf. indulgence, nor extinguiſhes the thirſt, un- 
leſs the cauſe of the diſorder has departed from 
the veins, and the watry languor from the pallid 
body. Virtue, differing from the vulgar, excepts 
Phraatcs, tho“ reſtored to the throne of Cyrus, 
from the number of the happy ; and corrects the 
falſe language of the populace, by conferring the 
kingdom and the cftubliſh.d diadem, and perpe- 
tual laurel, on him alone, whoſoever he is that 


views the, largeſt heaps of treaſure, without one 
wiſhſul caſt ot his eye, 


0 Coreteaſly hoard: d in the earth. 


G ES; ODE 


1 
on l. 
To QUINTUS DELLIUS. 


That the happineſs of life conſi}ts in ſerenity of mind 
and virtuous enjoyments. 


Dellius ! ſince you were born to die, be mind» 

ful to preſerve a temper of mindeven in times 
of difficulty, as well as ſecured from inſolent ex- 
ultation in proſperity . whether you ſhall lead a 
life of continual ſadneſs, or you ſhall thro' happy 
days regale yourfelf with Falernian wine of the 
richeſt date, at eaſe reclined in ſome graſſy retreat, 
where the lofty pine and hoary poplar delight to in- 
rerweave their boughs into an hoſpitable ſhade, and 
the clear current with trembling ſurface purls along 
in meandring rivulet. Hither order your flaves to 
bring the wine, and the perfumes, and the grateful 
flowcrs of the too tranſitory roſe, while fortune 
and age, and the fable threeds of the three fatal 
filters permit you. You muſt depart from your 
numerous purchaſed groves; from your ſtately 
houſe alſo, aud that delightful villa, which the yel- 
low (/andy) Liber waſhes, you muſt depart: and 
an heir ſhall poſſeſs theſe high-piled riches. It is 
of no conſequence, whether you are the wealthy 
deſcendant of ancient Inachus,or whether poor and 
of ignoble race you live without a covering from 
the open air, fince you are the victim of mercileſs 
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Pluto. We are all compelled to take the fame 


road: the lot is ſhaking in the univerſal urn; 
ſooner or later it mult come forth, agd embark 


us in Charon's boat to eternal exile. 
ODE IV. 


To XANTHIAS PHOCEUS. 


That he bad no occafion to be aſhamed at being in 


love with bis maid ; for that had been the caſe 
with many great men. . 


T Et not, O Xanthius Phoceus, your p:iion for 
your maid put you out of countenance ; be- 


fore your time the ſlave Briſeis moved the haugnty 


Achilles by her fair complexion. The beauty of tlie 
captive Tecmeſſa ſmote ber maſter the Lelaonian 
Ajax: Agamemaon, in the midſt of victory, burncd 


for a raviſhed virgin; when the barbarian troops icll 


by the hands of their Theſſalian conqucror, and 
Hector, being taken off, left Troy more liable to 
be deſtroyed by the Grecians. You do not know 
but the beautiful Phyllis has parents of condition 
happy enough to do honour to you their ſon- in-law. 
Certainly ſhe mult be of royal race, and laments 
the wunprepitiouſneſs of her family Gods“. Be con- 
fident, ſhe was not ſelected for jou out of the pal- 
try vulgar ; nor that one fo trug, lo unmercen icy, 
could poſſibly be horu of a mother to ve athamed 


Laments the diſtreſe of her family, 
| G 2 
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1 
of, I can commend arms, and face, anfl well- 
made legs, quite chaſtely. Be far from being 
jealous of one, whole age hath trembled upon 
the verge of forty “. 3 | 


ODE: V. 


That he ought to recal his affeftim from the purſuit 
of a young lady as yet unripe for his addreſſes. 


O as yet is ſhe fit to be broken to the yoke; 
| not as yet is the equal co the duties of a 
pertnęr, nor can ſhe ſupport the weight of the 
bull impetuouſly ruſhing upon enjoynient. Your 
heiter's ſole inclination is about verdant fields, one 
wile in running ſtreams, abating the grievous heat; 
at another, highly delighted to friſk with the ſteer- 
lings in the woift willew ground. Suppreſs your 
appetite for the immature grape; ſhortly variegated 
autu:;; thall ringe the livid cluſters with a purple 
tue. Shortly the thall follow you: for impetuous 
time runs on, and ſhall place to het account thoſe 
years, of which it abridges you : ſhortly Lalage, 
with a wantup afſurance. thall ſeek a huſband, be- 
loved in a higher Gegree than the coy Pholoe, or 
even Chloris with a reiplendency on her fair 
{houldery, like the luſtre ot the ſpotleſs moon upon 
the nocturnal ſea, or even the Cnydian Gyges, 
whon it you intermix in a Company of girls, the 
undiſcernible difference occationed by his flowing 
locks and equivocal countenance, weuld wonder= 
tully impoſe on (trangers, tho' of ſagacity. 
*.10 cloſe the cight luſtrum. + The gay ladics in Rome 
dre ſſed ſo as to ſhew their ſhoulders. | 
_ ODE 
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O D E VL 
To S EPTIMIU S. 


Horace invites him to come and live in the country 
with him, 


CC EPTIMIUS, who art ready te go with me, 


even to Gades, and to the Cantabtian, (till 
untaught to bear our (the Roman) yoke, and the 
inhoſpital dyttes, where perpetually boils the Mau- 
ritanian wave. O may Tibur, founded by a Græ- 
cian colony, be the habitation of my old age 
There let there be an end to my fatigues by ſea 
and land and war; from whence if the cruel fates 
debar me, I will ſeek the river of Galeſus, de- 


lighcful for ſheep “ covered with ſkins, and the 


countries reigned over by lacedemonian Phalantus. 
That corner of the world ſmiles in my eye be- 
youd all others; where the honey yields not to the 
Hymettian, and the olive rivals the verdant Vena- 
trian: where the temperature of the airf produces 
along ſpring and mild winters, and æulon friend- 
ly to the fruitful vine , envies not the Falernian 
grapes. That place, and thoſe bleſt tow'ring hills, 
ſolicit you and me: there you ſhall bedew the 
glowing aſhes of your poetical friend with a tri- 
butary rear. h 


* To preſerve the delicacy of their fleeces from the inclemen- 
cy of the weather. + see Jupiter, the climate, or the alr, 
thus tranſlated Ode I. 23, &c. I Bacchus fin like manner, 
here ſignifies the vine. 

ODE 
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OD E VII. 
To POMPEIUS VARUS. 


He congratulates his friend on his being reſtored to 
him and his country. 


O Often reduced with me to the laſt extremity, 
in the war which Brutus carried on, who has 
reſtoſed thee, a Roman citizen, to the Gods of 
thy country and the Italian air, Pompey, thou 
frit of my companions, with whom I have fre- 
quently broken * the loitering day in drinking, ha- 
ving my hair, {ſhining with the Syrian unguents, 
crown'd with flowers. Together with thee did I 
experience the battle of Philippi, and a precipitate 


flight, having ſhamefully enough lett my ſhield : 


when valour itſelf was broken, and the moſt daring 
{mote the ſqualid earth with their faces. But Mer- 
cury {witt convey'd me away, terrified as I was, in 
2 thick cloud through the midſt of the enemy. 

Thee the reciprocating ſea, with its tempeſtuous 
waves, bore back again to war. Wherefore render 
to Jupiter the offering that is due, and depoſit 
your limbs, wearied with a tedious war, under my 
laurel, and ſpare not thoſe caſks that were reſerved 
tor you. Fill up the poliſhed bowls with oblivious 


Matiic: pour out the perfumed ointments from the 


* To break a day is with us alſo a common form of expreſ- 
ſion in many parts of England, for waving part of the proper 


| bulinels of the day undone. 


capg- 


is iii Rea 


p r eo 
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dt F : 


capacious ſhells. Who takes care to haſten the 
chaplets of freſh parſley or myrtle ? Whom ſhall 
the Venus* pronounce to be toaſt- maſter? In wild 
carouſe I will become frantic as the Bachanalians. 
'Tis delightful to me to play the madman on the 
reception of my friend. N 


O D E VIII. 
To BARIN E. 


That ber fwearing was no reaſon for his believin 
' her ; for the Gods never puniſhed the perjuries br 
beauties. 


FF any puniſhment, Barine, for your violated 
oath had ever been of prejudice to you ; if you 
had become leſs agreeable by the blackneſs of a 
fingle tooth or nail, I might believe you. But you 
no ſooner have bound your perfidious head with % 
lemn vows, but you ſhine out more char miug by far, 
and come forth the public care of all our youth. 
It is of advantage to you to deceive the buried aſhes 
of your mother, and the filent conſtellations of the 
night, together with all heaven, and the immortal 
Gods. Venus herſclf,'I profeſs, laughs at this; the 
gentle nymphs laugh, and cruel Cupid, who is per- 
petually ſharpning his burning darts on a bloody 
whetſtone. Add to this, that all our boys are grows 


The Romans choſe their toaſt maſter by caſting of dice, 
and the fortunate throw they aamed Veuus. 


ing 


ff 
ing up for jou a new ſet of flaves is growing up: 
nor do the former ones quit the houſe of their im- 
pious. * miſtreſs, notwithſtanding they often have 
threaten'd it. The matrons are in dread of your 
on account of their young lads; the, thrifty ald 
men are in dread of you; and che giels but juſt 
married are in diſtreſs, leſt your beauty ſhould 
fhcken the affections of their huſbands. 


o DE XX. 
To TITUS VALGIUS. 
| Re comforts his friend grieving far the loſs of bis 


fon. 

QUOWNN? do not perpetually pour down up« 

on the furrow'd fields, nor do hurricanes fog 
ever haraſs the Caſpian ſea; nor, my friend Yalgius 
does the motionleſs ice remain fixed throughour all 
the months in the regions of Armenia; or do the 
Gargaaian oaks always labour under the northerly 
winds, and the aſh trees are not always widow'd 
of their leaves. But you continually purſue Myſtes, 
who is taken from you, with mouruful meaſures : 
nor does the effects of your love for him ceaſe: at 
the riſing of Veſper, nor, when he flies the rapid 
approach of the ſun. But the three aged old man 
(Veſtor) did not lament for the amiable Antilochus 
all che years of his life: nor did his parents, or his 
Trojan ſiſters perpetually bewail the © blooming 
'Troilus. At length then deſiſt from your tender 
complaints; and rather let us ſing the freſh tro- 


| 2 As having ſo often broke her faith, 


phies 


37) 
phies of Auguftus Cæſar and how the frozen Ni- 
phates and the river Medus added to the vanquiſh- 
ed nations, roll more humble tides, and the Gelo- 
nians 1ide within a {mall tract of land, and pals not 
the bound preſcribed them. 


ODE X. 
To LICINIUS MURENA. 


He adviſes him to be content with a mean, and t9 
maintain an evennneſs of temper. 


Licinius, you will lead a better courſe of life, 
by neither always purſuing the main ſea, nor 
while you cautiouſly are in dread of ſtorms, by 


2+ -- preſſing too much upon the hazardous ſhore. Who- 


ſoever loves the golden mean, is ſecure from the ſor- 
didneſs of an antiquatcd cell, and is t09 prudent 
to have a palace that might expoſe him to envy, 
The lofty pine is more frequently agitated with 
winds, and high towers fall down with a heavier 
ruin; and thunderbolts ſtrike the ſummits of the 
mountains. A well-provided breaſt hopes in ad- 
verſity, and fears in protperity: lis the ſame 
Jupiter. that brings the hideous winters back, and 
that takes them away. If it is bad with us now, 
it (hall not be fo hereafter. Apollo ſometimes 
rouſes the filent lyric muſe, nor docs he always 
bend his bow In narrow circuruſtancis appear ir 
high ſpirits, and undat\iuted. Io the ſame manuer 
you will prudently contract your 14i!s, which are 
apt to be too much ſwoilen in a proſperous gale. 


ODE 
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To QUINTIUS HIRIN US. 


He endeavours to divert the mind of Quintius from 
public and private ſelicitudes to a taſte for gaiety 
and enjoyment. 


O Quintius Hirpinus, forbear to be inquiſitive 
what the Cantabrian, and the Scythian, di- 
vided from us by the interpoſition of the Adriatic, 
is meditating : neither be fearfully ſolicitous for 
the neceſſaries of life, which requires but a few 
things Youth and beauty fly ſwift away, while 
fapleſs old age expels the wanton loves and gentle 
fleep. The ſame glory does not always remain to \ 
the vernal flow'rs, nor does the ruddy moon ſhine * 
' with one continued aſpect why, therefore, do you : 
fatigue your mind, unequal to eternal projects ? e 
Why do we not rather, (while it is in our power) 
thus careleſsly reclining under a lofty plane - tree, or 
this pine, with our hoary locks made fragrant with | 
roſes, and anointed with Syrian perfume, indulge | 
ourſelves with generous wine? Bacchus diſſipates | 
preying cares. What ſlave at hand here inſtant] 
to cool ſome cups of ardent Falernian in the — 
ſing ſtream ? Who will tempt the vagrant wanton 
Lyde from her houſe ? See that you bid her haſten 
with her ivory lyre, not ſtaying to dreſs her hair, 
but being content to have it collected into a care- 
le/s knot after the Ipartan faſhion. —_ 
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O D E All. 


To M ACENASs. 


That he was ſo given up to Lycimia, that he could 
nat riſe to more ſerious ſubjects. 


O not inſiſt that the long wars of fierce Nu- 
mantia, or the formidable Hannibal, or the 
Sicilan ſea, impurpled with Carthaginian blood, 
ſhould be adapted to the tender lays of the re: 
nor the cruel Lapithæ, nor Hylzus, exceſſive in 
wine, and the earth- born youths (giants) ſubdued 
by Herculean force, from whom the ſplendid ha- 
bitation of old Saturn dreaded danger. Andyou 
yourſelf, Mæcenas, with more propriety ſhall re- 
count the battles of Cæſar and the nccks ot 
haughty kings led in triumph thro” the ſtreets, in 
hiſtorical proſe. It was the muſe's will that 1 
ſhould celebrate the ſweet ſtrains of my miſtreſs 
Licymnia, that I ſhould celebrate her bright-darting 
eyes, and her breaſt, laudably faithful co mutual 
love; who can with a grace introduce her foot into 
the dance, or ſporting, contend in raillery. or join 
arms with the tight vicgins on the celebratd Diana's 
feſtival Would you, Mæcenas, change one of Li- 
cymnia's treſſes for all the rich Achæmenecs poſceſſed 


C or the Mygdonian wealth ot fertile Phrygia, or all 


the dwellings of the Arabians, rcplete wuh rea- 
2 fures © 


te) 
ſures? Eſpecially when ſhe turns her neck to meet 
the aròent kiſſes, or with a gentle cruelty denies, 
rat the would more delight to have raviſhed by 
the petitioner, ——ſometimes ſhe cagerly antici- 
potes to ſnatch them herlelt. 


o D E XI. 


Ts the tree, by the fall of which he had like to have 
been cruſh'd. 


Free, he planted you in an inauſpicious hour, 
whoever did it firſt, and with an impious 
hand r aiſed you tò the deſtruction of poſterity, and 
the icand4l of my ground, I cou'd believe that he 
had broke his own father's neck, and ſtained his 
mot ſecret apartments with the midnight bloed of 
his guett. He has practiſed the Colchan poiſons, 
and whatever wickedneſs is any were conceived, 
who planted in my field thee, a ſorry log: thee, 
1::dy to rumble on the head of thy inoffenſive 
matter. What we ought to be aware of, no man 
js ſufficiemly cautious at all hours, Che Carthagi- 
nian ſailor thoroughly dreads the Boſphorus; nor, 
beyond that, does he tear his hidden tate from any 
other quarter. The ſoldier dreads the arrows and 
the expeditious retreat of the Parthian ; the Par- 
thian the chains and force of the ltalians; but the 
unexpected aſſault of death has carried off, and 
wil; carry off the world in general. How near was 
1 tceirg the deminions of auburn Proſerpine, and 
£acus ſitting in judgment; tbe ſelected manſions 
alſo 
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alſo of the pious, and Sappho, complaining on her 
A olian lyre, of her own country damſels; and 
ihee,.O Alczus, ſounding in fuller ſtrains on th 

golden harp the diſtreſſes of the ſea, the diſtreſſes 
of exile, and the diſirefics of war, The ghoſts ad- 
mire them both, while they utter ſtrains worthy 
of a religious ſilence: but the crouded multitude, 
with preſ/ing ſboulders, imbibes with a more greedy 
ear, baitics and baniſhed tyrantss What wonder? 
Since the many» headed monſter of hell®, aſtonithed 
at thoſe lays, hangs down his ſable ears, and the 
ſnakes, entwined. in the hair of the furics, are 
ſooth'd. Moreover, Prometheus, and the tire of 
Pelops, are deluded into an inſeatibility of their 
torments. by the melodious ſound : nor is Orion 


any longer lolicitous to haraſs the lions, or the 
fear ful lynxes. 


o DE XV. 


To POSTUMUS. 
That death can neither be avoided ner retarded; and 


that thereſore we ought ta make a generous uſe of 
riches while we live. | 


ALAS my Poſtumus, my Poſiumus, the fleeting 

years glide on; nor will piety cauſe any delay to 
wrinkles and advancing old age, and inſuperable 
death. You could not, if you were to facrifice c- 


Cerebrus. 


very 
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very day three hundred bulls, render propitious 
pitileſs Pluto, who confines the thrice monſtrous 
Geryon, and Tityos, with the diſmal Stygian 
ſtream, namely that ſtream, which is to be paſſed 
over by all who are fed upon the munificence of 
the earth, whether kings or poor hinds. In vain 
ſhall we be free from ſanguinary Mars, and the 
broken billows of the hoarſe Adriatic; in vain ſhall 
we be apprehenſive of the South, noxious to human 
bodies in the time of autumn. The black Cocytus, 
wandring with languid current, and the infamous 
race of Danaus, and Siſyphus the fon of /Eolus, 
doom'd to eternal toil, muſt be viſited, your land, 
and houſe, and pleaſing wife muſt be left, nor 
ſhall any of theſe trees, which you are — 
follow you, their tranſitory maſter, except the ha- 

ted cypreſſes : a worthicr heir ſhall conſume your 
Czcuban wines, now guarded with a hundred keys 
and ſhall laviſhly tinge the pavement with noble 
wine, more exquifits than what graces pontifical 
Entertainments, | . 


0D. 


He oppoſes the ancient thriſtineſs and ſrugality to 
the modern luxury aud extravagance. 


HE royal edifices will ja a ſhort time leave 

but a few acres for the plough ponds of 
wider extent than the Lucrine lake will be every 
where to be ſcen; and the barren plane-tree will 


fup- 


ſupplant the elms. Then banks of violets, and myze 
tle groves ;" and all the tribe of noſegays ſhall dif- 
fuſe their odours in the olive-plantations, which 
were fruitful to their preceding malter. 'Then the 
denſe boughs of the laurel ſhall exclude the burning 
beams, It was not ſo preſcribed by the inſtitutes of 
Romulus, and the fern unſhaven Cato, and ancient 
cuſtom. Their private revenue was contracted, 
while that of the community was great. No pri- 
vate men were then poſſeſſed of ten- foot galleries, 
which collected the ſhady northern breezes : nor 
did the laws permit them to reject the caſual turf 
for their own huts, tho at the ſame time they obliged 
them to ornament in the moſt ſumptuous manner, 
with new ſtone, the buildings of the public, and 
the temples of the Gods, at a common expence. 


OD E XVI 
To GROSPH Us. 
That happineſs is obtained by bridling our aſfections. 


0 GROSPHUS, he that is caught in the wide 

LM gean ſca, when a black tempeſt hath ob- 
ſcured the moon, and ne'er a ſtar appears for the 
mariners to regulate their courſe by, ſupplicates the 
Gods for caſe; for eaſe, Thrace furious in war; 
for eaſe the Mede with quiver gracetul, neither 
purchaſable by jewels, nor by purple, nor by gold. 
For neither regal treaſures, nor the Conſul's officer 
can 
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can remove the wretched tumults of the mind nor 
cares that hover about the ſplendid ceilings of the 
great. That man lives happily on a little, who can 
veiw with pleaſure the old-ſa/hioned family falt-ſel-' 
ler on his frugal board; neither anxiety, por ſor- 


did avarice robs him of gentle ſleeps. Why do we, 


whoſe vigour is ſo tranſitory, aim at many things? 
Why do we change our own for climates heated by 
another fun? Who ever, by becoming an exile from 
his country; likewiſe eſcaped from himſelf ? Con- 
ſuming care boards even brazen-beaked ſhips: nor 
does it quit the troops of horſemen, for it is more 


fleet than the ſtags, more fleet than the ſtorm- 


driving eaſt-wind. A mind that is cheerful for its 
preſent ſtate, will diſdain to be ſolicitous any far- 
ther, and can correct the bitters of life with an in- 
genuous ſmile. Nothiog en earth is completely blu ſt. 
A premature death carri:d off the celebrated A ch- 
illes: a protracted old age wore down Tithonus ; 
and time perhaps may extend to me what it ſhall 
dcuy to you. Around you a hundred flocks bleat, 
and Sicilian heifers low; for your uſe the mare, fic 


for the harneſs, neighs; wool doubly dipt in the 


African purple-dye, cloaths you; on me unerring 
fate liath beſtowed a ſmall country eſtate, aud a 
little genius for the Grecian muſe“, and a con- 
tempt for the malignity of the vulgar. 


* Horace being the firſt who brought Lyric poetry to any 
degree of perfection among the Romans. 
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To M ACENAS. 


He comforts Mæcenas labouring uuder a perpetual 
fever, and denies tht he can paſſibly ſurvive him. 


WT: do you kill me with your complaints ? 
tis neither agreeable to the Gods, nor to 
me, that you ſhould depart firſt, O Mzcenas, thon 
grand, Ornament and fupport of my affairs Alas! 
if an untimely blow hurry away you, a part of my 
ſou}, why do I, the other moicty remain, my value 
loſt, nor any longer whole? That fatal day ſhall 
bi ing deſtruftion on us both. I have by no means 
taken a falſe oath : we will go, we will go, when- 
ever you ſhall lead the way, prepared to be fellow- 
travellers in the laſt journey. t me,—neifher 
the breath of the fery Chimera, por the hun- 
dred- handed Gyas, was he to rile again, ſhall ever 
tear me from you : ſuch is the will of powerful 
Juſtice and of the fates, Whether Libra, or ma- 
lignant Scorpio had the aſcerndant at my natal hour 
or Capricorn the tyrant of the weſtern wave, our 
hot oſcopes agree in a wonderful manner. Thee 
the benigu protection of Jupiter, ſhining with 
friendly aſpect, reſcued fron: the baleful influence of 
impious Saturn *, and retardc.) the wings of pre- 
Cipitate deſtiny at the tie the croudeu people, in 
* In Aſtro!'o7y. he is always eſteemed unlucky, unleſs correc- 
ted by the 'I rine of Jupiter, and ſuppoſed toincine perſons born 
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reſounuing applauſcs, thrice hailed you in the the- 
atre: me, the trunk of a tree falling upon my ſkull, 
would have difpatched, had not Faunus *, the 
protector of men of genius, with his right hand 
warded off the blow. Be you mindful to pay 


. the victims and the votive temple; I will ſacri- 


fce an humble lamb, 
O D828. AVIL 


He inveighs againſt the Roman luxury and covet- 


cuſneſs. 


OR ivory, nor gilded arch makes a figure in 

my houſe: no Hymettian beams reit upon 
pillars cut out of ſhe extreme parts of Africa; nor 
a pretended heir, have I poſſeſſed myſelf of the 
palace of Attalus: nor do ladies, my dependants, 
{yin Laconian purple for my uſe. But honour, and 
a liberal vein of genius, are mine: and the man of 
fortune makes his court to me who am but poor. I 
importune the Gods no farther, nor dol require of 
my friend in power any larger enjoyments, ſuffi- 
ciently happy with my Sabine farm alone. Day is 
driven on by day, and the new moons haſten to 
their wain. You put out marble to be hewn, tho” 
with one foot in the grave, and, unmindful of a 
ſepulchre, are building houſes; and are buly to ex- 


Or Pan. 
tend 


6 

tend the ſhore of the i has beats with violence 
at Baiz, not rich enough while reſtrained to the 
limits of land. Why is it, that through avarice, 
you even remove the landmarks ot your neigh» 
bour's ground, and treſpaſs beyond the bounds of 
your clients? and wife and huſband are turned 
out, bearing in their boſom their houſhold Gods, 
and their poor-looking children. Neverthleſs, 
no court more certainly awaits its wealthy lord, 
than the deſtined ſeat of rapacious Pluto. Why 
do you go on? The impartial earth is open to 
the poor, as well as to the ſons of kings: nor 
has the life- guard ferryman of hell, bribed with 
gold, re. conducted the artful Prometheus: He 
condeſcends, whether invoked or not, to relieve 
the poor freed from their labours. 


1 
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Oo BACCHUS. 


A Dithryambic, or Drinking Song. 


That it was his duty to celebrate the praiſes Bac- 
chus, as being Jull of, and reuſed and animated 
by his vivnaty. 


Saw Bacchus, (believe it, WErEY dictating 

verics an. ongſt the remote rocks, and the nymphs 
a- leu rning them, and the attentive ears of the goat- 
touted jatyrs» Evac! “ (huzza!) my mind trem- 
bles with recent dread, and my ſoul being replete 
with Bacchus, bas a tumultuous joy.. Evae | ſpare 
ine, Bacchus; ſpare me, thou that art formidable 
fur thy Crcadiul ihryfis . It is given me to (in 
the wantcn Bacchanalian prieſtcis,and the fountain 
ot wine and rivulets flowing with milk, and to re- 
ite rate the howes diſtilling from hollow trunks. It is 
granted me likewie to cclebrate the honour added 
to the conſteltations by your happy ſpouſet, and the 
palace of Pentheus, demoliſhed with hideous ruin, 
and the perdition ot Ihracian Lycurgus. You 
command the rivers, you the barbarian fea: You, 


An interjection, uſed by the prieſteſſes of 8acchus on this 
feſtive}, which cannot be literally tranſlated, 


t A ſpear, round the ſhaft of which ivy and vine Icaves were 
. twined, 


$ Ariadne, | 
| moiſt 
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moiſt wüh wine, in ele ed mountains, bind the 
hair of your Thracian prieſteſſes with a knot of 
vipers without hurt. You, when the impious hand 
of giants ſcaled the realms of father Jupiter, thro? 
the ſky repelled Rhætas, with the paws and hor- 
rible jaw of the lion hape you had aſſumed. Tho' 
reported to be better adapted for dances, and jokes 
and play, you were accounted inſufficient for fight; 
Yet it then appeared you had the ſame common 
talent for peace and war. Thee, ornamented with 
thy golden horn, Cerebrus innocently gazed at, 
gently waging his tail, and with his triple tongue, 
licked your feet and legs as you returned, 


ODE XX. 
To MACENAS. 
He promiſes himſelf eternal fame from his verſcs. 


A two- formed poet, will be conveyed thro” the 
5 liquid air with no vulgar nor humble wing: 

nor will I loiter upon earth any longer; and, ſupe- 
rior to envy, will I quit cities. Not I, even I, 
whom my rivals ſtile the blood of low parents, my 
dear Macenas, {hall die; nor will I be reſtrained 
by the Stygian wave. At this inſtant, a rough ſkin 
ſettles upon my ancles, and all upwards 1 am tranſ- 
formed into a white bird “, and the downy plu- 


Ihe poets allegorically repreſented themſelves as transform- 
ed into ſwans, 


mage 


X „ 
mage ariſes over my 10 05 and ſhoulders. Now, 
having become a melodious bird, more expedi- 
tious than the Dedalean Icarus, I will viſit the 
ſhores of the murmuring Boſphorus, and the Ge- 
tulcon Syrtes, and the Hyperborean plains. Me, 
the Colchan, and the Dacian, who pretends not 
to fear the Marſian cohort, and the remoteſt Ge- 
Jonians, ſhall know : me, the learned Spaniard, 
Jhall ſtudy, and he that drinks the waters of the 
Rhone. Let there be no dirges, or ſhameful la- 
mentation, or bewailings at my only ſeeming fu- 
neral: ſuppreſs your crying, and forbear the ſu- 
p<rfluous honours of a ſepulchre. 
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That happineſs con ſiſis not in honeurs and riches, 


them off. Give a religious attention : 1, the 
prieſt of the mufes, ting to virgins and boys 
verſes not heard before. 'the dominion of dread 
ſovereigus is only over their own {uhjects*, that of 
Jupiter, glorious for his conqueſt over the giants, 


J Abominate the uninitiated vulgar, and drive 


* Literally flocks. Homer is fond of terming kings ſhepherds 
of the people. Thus the true God entitles himſelf the ſhepherd 
of his people, and them the ſheep of his paſture : the expreſſion 
therefore is not too low for the pomp of the ſtrophe, agreeably 
to the charge of a late ingenious editor of our author. 


Who 
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who ſhakes all nature with his nod, is over ſove- 
reigns themſelves It happens that one man plants 
trees, in regular rows, to a greater extent than 
another this man comes down into the Campus 
Martius as a candidate of a better family, while 
another vies with him for morals and a better repu- 
tation; a third has a ſuperior number of depen- 
dants; but death, by the impactial law of nature, 
is alloted both the conſpicuous and obſcure : the 
capacious urn keeps every name in motion, Sici- 
lian daintics will not force a delicious reliſh “ to 
that man, over whoſe impious neck the naked 
ſword impends : the ſongs of birds or the lyre will 
not reſtore his ſleep. Sleep diſdains not the hum- 
ble cottages and ſhady bank of peaſants, be diſ- 
dains not Tempe, fann'd by zephyrs. Him, who 
deſires but a competency. neither the tempeſtuous 
ſea renders anxious, nor the malign violence of 
Arcturus ſetting, or of the riſing kid; not his vine- 
yards beaten down with hail, and a deceitful farm, 
his plantations at one ſeaſon blaming the rains, at 
another, the infAuence of the conſtellations parching 
the grounds, at another, ſevere winters diſturb 
him. The fiſhes perccive the ſeas contracted by 
the vait foundations that have been laid into the 
deep : hither numerous undertakers, with their 
men, and lords diſdainful of the land, ſend down 
mortar : but anxiety, and the threats of conſcience 
aſcend by the ſame way as the poſſeſſor, nor does 
gloomy care depart from the brazen: beaked galley, 
an ſhe mounts behind the horſeman, Seeing then 


* * Allnding to the ſtory of Damocles, 
neither 


3 | 
neither the Phrygian marble, nor the uſe of purple 
more dazzling than the ſun“, nor the Falernian 
vine, nor the Perſian perfume, compoſes a troubled 
mind, why ſhou'd I fet about a lofty edifice with 
envy-exciting columns, and in the modern taſte ? 
Why ſhould I exchange my Sahine vale for wealth, 
that is attended with more trouble ? 


0D. 
To his FRIENDS. 


He praiſes military bravery, probity, and fidelity in 
the keeping of a ſecret. | 


ET the robuſt youth, my friends, learn to en- 

dure pinching want in the active exerciſe of 
arms, and an expert horſeman dreadful for his 
ſpear, let him haraſs the fierce Parthians; and 
ler him lead a lite expoſed to the open air, and in 
tamiliarity with dangers. Him, the conſort and 
marriageable virgin daughter of ſome warring ty- 
rant, viewing from the hoſtile walls, may figh—- 
alas ! leſt the royal huſbind, unacquainted with 
the ſtate of the battle thou'd provoke by a touch 
this terrible lion, whom rage hurrics thro' the midit 
of ſlaughter f. It is ſweet and glorious to die for 


* It is preſumed that commentators upon this paſſage might 
have ſueceeded better, had they remembered Sencca's expreſſion 
clatum mundi ſidus, ſpeaking o the fun, The tun in mary 
lauguages is frequently and emphaticaily termed the ſtar, Cl: - 
rior, herd rendered dazzling, refers not at all to the colour of 
purple, bat only to the uſe of it as a badge ot diguity and office, 
f Which be ſpreads whercver he goes, 
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one's country: death even purſues the man that 
flies from him: nor does he ſpare the trembling 
knees of effeminated youth, nor the coward back. 
\"irtue, unknowing of baſe repulſe “, ſhines with 


immaculate honours ; nor does ſhe aſſume or lay 


aſide the enſigns of her dignity, at the capricious 
veering of popular air Virtue, throwing open hea- 
ven to thoſe who deſerve not to die, directs her pro- 
greſs thro? paths of difficulty, and ſpurns with a 
rapid wing groveling crouds, and the flabby earth. 
here is likewiſe a ſure reward for faithful filence. 
I will prohibit that man, who ſhall divulge the ſa- 


cred rites of F myſierious Ceres, from being under 


the ſame roof with me, or from ſetting fail with 
me in the ſame precarious veſſel: for Jupiter, when 


he is ſlighted, often joins a good man in the ſame/ ate 
with a bad one. It is ſeldom that puniſhment, 


tho' lame of foot, hath failed to overtake a villain. 


* Virtue, as independent of factions and pattica, can ſuſſer 
no diminution of its native honours by popular caprice. Cato's 


virtues arc here ſuppoſed to be alluded to, and how did they 


Thro* the dark cloud of ills that cover'd him, 
Break out, and burn with more triumphant brightneſs ! 


+ The Eleuſinian myſteries, ſo named from Eleuſis, in Attica, 


© where they weae celebrated. 


ODE 
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O D E III. 

He privately diſſuades Auguſtus rom any th.ug 16s 
of tranſferring the ſeat of empire to 1 roy. 
No the rage of the people preſſing to hurt. 

ful meaſures, not the aipect of a threateu- 
ing tyrant, can ſhake from his iettled pus pole the 
man that is juſt and determined in his retoluton; 
nor can the ſouth wind, that tumultuous uit of 
the reſtleſs Adriatic, nor can the mighty hand of 
thundering Jupiter if a cruſhed world thouid fa. 


in upon him, the ruins would ſtrike him undilinay'd. 
By this means Pollux, by this the wancering licr- 


cules, arrived at the ftarry citadels, amongſt whom 


Auguftus hath now taken his place, aud quaits 
neftar with impurpled lips. Thee, O tainer 
Bacchus, meritorious for this virtue, thy tygers 
carried, drawing the yoke with indocile ncek ; by 
this Romulus efcaped Acheron (death) on the 
horſes of Mars. Juno ſpoke what the Gods in 
full council approved: I'roy, Troy a faiat and 
lewd judge“, and a foreign woman f, bave re- 
duced to athes, condemn'd, together with its in- 
habitants and fraudulent prince, io me and the 
chaſte Minerva, cver ſince Laomedon diappointed 
the Gods | of the ſtipulated reward. Now ncither 


* Alluding to the judgment of Pat is. + Helen. 

} Apolle and Neptene, for building the walls of 1 roy. The 
origin of the fable is ſuppoſed to have been, bis burrowing 
money on! of the temples of thoſe two Gods, which he never 
zcturncd. 
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the infamous pueſt of the Lacedemonian adultreſs 
ines any more: nor does Priam's perjured family 
bicak the warlike Grecians by the aid of Hector: 
ald that war, ſpun out to ſuch a length by our fac- 
tions, hath ſunk to peace. Henceforth therefore, I will 
give up to Mars both my bitter reſentment and my 
Gereſted grandion, whom the | rojan prieſteſs bore“. 
1lim will 1 ſuffer to enter the bright regions, to 
drink the juice of nectar, and to be inrolled among 
the peaceful ordeis of gods. As Jong as the extenſive 
ica rages between Troy and Rome, let them whiff 
exiles reign happy in any other part of the world. 
as long as cattle trample upon the buſts of Priam 
aud Paris, and wild beaits conceal their young 
ones with impunity, may the capitol remain in 
iplendor, and may brave Kome give laws to the 
conquer'd Medes Tremendous let her extend her 
name abroad to the extremeit boundaries of the 
earth, where the interlocated ocean ſeparates Eu- 
10pe from Atrica, where the {wollen Nile waters 
rhe plains; deriving more bravery from the con- 
tein pt of gold as yet undiſcevered, and fo beit ſi- 
iwated whilſt hid in the carth, than from torcing 
it out for the uſcs ot mankind, with a band ready 
to make depredations on every thing that is ſacred. 
Whatever end of the world has made reſiſtance, 
that let her reach with her arms, joytully alert to 
Titit even that part where ficry heats rage madding, 


* Remulus, the founder of the Roman ſtate, was grandſon to 
Juno by her ton & ars but deteited by the goddeſs op account of 
is Trojan mother. 'Uhis ſpirited ſpeech ſtrongly ſets ferth the 
reſentment of a lighted woman, whom the miſeries of a ten 
years war of half the world, and the deſtruction of Troy, had 
pot appeaſcd. | 


that 


„ 
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that where clouds and rains “ ſtorm with unmo- 
derated fury But 1 pronounce this fate to the 
warlike Romans, on this condition ; that, neither 
thro' an exceſs of piety, nor of confidence in their 
power, they become inclined to rebuild the houſes 
of their anceſtors Troy. The ſtate of Troy reviv- 
ing under unlucky auſpices, ſhall be reviſited with 
lamentable deſtruction, while I, the wife and ſiſter 
of Jupiter, lead on the victorious bands. Thrice, 
if a brazen wall ſhou'd ariſe by the means of its 
founder Phcebus, thrice ſhou'd it fall demoliſhed 
by my Grecians; thrice ſhou'd the captive wife 
bewail her huſband and her children ſlain. Theſe 
themes ill ſuit the merry lyre : Whether, muſe, are 
you going f—Cealc, impertinent, to relate the lan- 
guage of the Gods, and to debaſe things of ſuch 
grandeur, by your trifling meaſures. 


* A periphraſis beautifully expreſſive of the torrid and frigid 
zones, which the ancients thought not inhabitable, on accovnt of 
the intolerable extremity of their reſpective temperatures. 


(:38 3 
-Q--D.-&;- Vs 
To CALLIOPE. 


That every thing goes well with thoſe who are under 
the protection of the Gods, © | 


22 from heaven, O queen Calliope, 
and come ſing with your pipe a length'ned 
ſtrain; or, if you had now rather. with your clear 
voice, or on the harp or lute of Pheebus. Do ye 
hear? or does a pleaſing frenzy delude me? 1 ſeem 
to hear her, and to expatiate with her along the hal- 
Jowed groves thro' which pleaſant rivulets and gales 
make their way — Me, when a child, and fatigued 
with play, in ſleep the woodland doves, famous in 
ſtory, cover'd with green leaves in the Apulian 
mountain Vultur, juſt without the limits of plen- 
tiful Apulia; ſo that it was matter of wonder to all 
that inhabit the neſt* oflofty Acherontia, the Ban- 
tine toreſis, and the rich ſoil of low Ferentum, 
how I cou'd ſleep with my perſon ſecure from deadly 
vipers and ravenous bears; how I cou'd be cover'd 
with ſacred laurel and myrtle heaped together, 
never conſidering me as a child not ſo animated 
without divine aſſiſtauce. Yours, O ye muſes, 
wholly yours, whether I am elevated to the Sabine 
heights; or whether the cool Præneſte, or the 
Hoping Tibur or the watry Baiae, have engaged 


* * * . * 
Acherontia was ſituated on the ſummit of a mountain, like 
a neſt in a. tall tree, 
me. 
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me. Me, who am attached to your fountains and 
choral ſports,not the army put to flight at Philippi, 
not the execrable tree, not Plinurus“ in the Sicili- 


an ſea, have deſtroy'd. Whilſt you ſhall be with me, 


with pleaſure will I, a ſailor, dare the raging Boſ- 
phorus, or, a traveller, the burning ſands of the 
Affyrian ſhore : I will viſit the Britains inhuman to 
ſtrangers, and Concanus, delighted with drinking 
the blood of horſes: I will viſit the quiver'd Geloni, 
and the Scythian river Tanats, without a hurt Yon 
entertain'd the ſublime Ceſar, ſtudious to put an 
end to his toils,in the Picrian grotto, ſoon as he had 
diſtributed in towns his troops, wearicd by cam - 
paining: You adminiſte to him moderate counſels 
and gracious, rejoice at them when adminiſter'd, 
We are aware how he, who rules the inactive earth 
and the ftormy main, the cities alſo, and thedreary 
infernal domains, and alone governs, with a 
righteous ſway, both Gods and the human multi- 
tude; how he took off the impious Titans, and 
the gigantic troop, by his falling thunderbolts. 
That horrid youth truſting to the ſtrength of their 
arms, and the brethren proceeding to place Pelion 
upon the ſhady Olympus, had brought great dread 
even upon Jupiter. But what cou'd Typhoeus, and 
the ſtrong Mimas, or what Porphyrion with his 


A promontory, ſo called from a pilot to Xneas, who was 
loſt there. | 


me- 
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menacing ſtature; what Rhaecus, and Enceladus a 
fierce darter with trees entire up torn, avail, tho? 
ruſhing with all their fury againſt the reſounding 
ſhield of Pallas? At one part ſtood the eager 
Vulcan, at another the matron Juno, and he, who 
is nt ver deſirous to lay aſide his bow from his ſhoul- 
ders, Apollo, the god of Delos and Patara, who 
bathes his flowing hair in the pure water of Caſta- 
lia, and poſſeſſes the groves of Lycia and his native 
wood. Force, void of conduct falls by its own 
weight : moreover, the Gods promote diſcreet force 
to farther advantage; but the ſame beings deteſt 
forces that meditate every kind of impiety. The 
hundred-handed Gyas is an evidence of the juſtne/5 
of my ſentiments, and Orion, the tempter of the 
ipotleſs Diana, deſtroy'd by a virgin-dart. The 
earth heaped over her own monſters, grieves and 
laments her offspring ſent to diſmal hell by a thun- 
derbolt; nor does the active fire conſume Etna 
that is placed over it, nor does the vultur deſert 
the liver of incontinent Tityus, being ſtationed 
there as an avenger of his baſeneſs; and three 


hundred chains confine the * amorous Pirithous. 
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A For being Pluto's rival. 
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O D E V. 


He praiſes Auguſtus, who by the terror of his arms, 
had ſubdued the Britons, but myſt eſpecially becauſe 
he had\ſubdued the Parthians. 


WE have believed that the thundering Jupiter 
5 has dominion in the heavens: Auguſtus 
-ſhall be eſteemed a preſent Deity, the Britains and 
terrible Phrthians being added to the Roman empire. 
What! has any ſoldier of Craſſus' lived an infamous 
huſband with a barbarian wife? and has (O the 
corrupted ſenate and inverted morals of the times!) 
the Marfan and Apulian, unmindful ol the*ſacret 
ſhields, of the Roman name and habit, and of + 
eternal Veſta, grown old in the camps of hoſtile 
fathers-in-law, Jupiter Capite/inus and the city being 
as yet in ſafety ? The prudent mind of Regulus had 


provided againſt this, diſſenting from ignominious 


terms, and a precedent productive of deſtruction to 
the ſucceeding age, 'if the captive youth was not 
to periſh unpitied. I bave beheld, ſaid he, the 
Roman ſtandards affixed to the Carthagenian tem- 
wes, arid their arms taken away from our {oldiers 
without bloodſhed. I have beheld the arms of our 
citizens inverted behind their free-born-backs, and 


the gates of the enemy unſhut, and the fields, whichti 


were depopulated by our patiles, to be culuvared 


* Called Ancilia, one of which being ſent from heaven, was 


2 token of empire being cſtabliſhad at Rome, which, that it 
might not be diſtinguiſhed and ſtolen away, Numa cauſed eleven 
more to be forged exactly like it, and to be kept in the temple 


of Mars. $ 
Eternal, beefuſle a perpetual fire was preſerved ln her tem- 
ple by thexeftal virgins. 
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a- hew. The ſoldier, ro be ſure, ranſom'd by goid, 
will return a braver fellow; No —you add loſs to 
infamy; for neither does the wool prepared in the 
dye ever reſume its loſt native coluur; and genuine 
valour, when once it has failed, ſcorns to reſume 
the place of which it was diſpoſſeſſed thro' cowar- 
dice. If the hind, diſentangled from the thick-ſet 
toils, ever fights, then indeed ſhall he be valorous, 
who has intruſted himſelf to faithleſs enemies; and 
He ſhall trample the Carthaginians in a ſecond war, 
who daſtardly has feit the thongs with his arms 
tied behind him, and has been afraid of death. 
He thro* cowardice, knowing no other way to 
preſerve his life, has confounded peace with 
the very act of war. O ſcandal! O illuſtrious 
Carthage, elevated to a higher pitch by Italy's diſ- 
graceful downfall '—-te (Regulus) is reported to 
have rejected the embrace of his virtuous wife and 
his little ſons, like one degraded, and to have 
ſternly fix'd his manly countenance on the ground, 
until he,by his unexampled counſel, had confirm'd 
the wavering ſenators, and, midſt bis weeping 
friends he haſted away a glorious exile. Notwith- 
ſtanding he knew what the barbarian executioner 
was providing for him, yet he puſh'd his oppoſing 
kindred and the populace retarding his return, 
from him, in no other manner, than if (after he 
had quitted the tedious buſineſs of his clients by 
determining their ſuit) he was only going to the 
Vepafran plains, or the Lacedemonian Tarentum. 


ODE 
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o D E VL 
To the ROMANS. 


That the contempt of religion, and the corruption ef 
morals had brought the greateſt misfortunes upon 
the Romans, 


OU ſhall ſuffer, O Rome, for the fins of your 
anceſtors, tho' innocent of them, till you ſhall 
hate repaired the temples and tottering ediſices of 
the Gods, and their ſtatues, that are deliled with 


 Tooty ſmoke. You juſtly reign, becauſe you con- 


duct yourſelf as ſubordinate to the Gods: to this 
ſource refer every undertaking, to this every event. 
The Gods, becauſe neglected, have inflicted many 
evils on calamitous ltaly. Already bas Monzles, 
and the band of Pacorus, twice repelled our in- 
auſpicious attacks, and exults in havivg added the 
Roman ſpoils to their inferior collars. Uhe Dacian 
and Æthiopian have almoſt demoliſhed the city en- 
gaged in civil broils, the one formidable for nis 
fleet, the other more expert tor miflile arrows. 
The times, fertile in wickedneſs, have, in the firſt 
place, polluted the mariiage ſtate, and thereby the 
iſſue, and families. From this fountain perdition 
being derived, has overwhelmed the nation, and 
people, The virgin, marriageable, delights to be 
taught the Ionic dances, and at this time even is 
faſhioned in her limbs, aud cherithes vnchaite de- 
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fires from her very infancy; for ſhe courts yonnger 
debauchtes when her huſband is in his cups, nor 
has the any choice, to whom ſhe ſhall privately 
grant her forbidden pleaſures when the lights are 
1cn.oved, but, at the word of command, openly, 
not wichou the knowledge of her huſband, ſhe will 
come forth, whether it be a factor that calls for 
her, or the captain of a Spaniſh ſhip, the extrava- 
gant purchaſer of her impuritics. ITwas not a 
youth born from parents like theſe, that tinged the 
ſea wißt Carthaginian gore, and {lew Phrrhus, and 
Anwiochus the Great, and the terrific Hannibal; 
but a manly progeny of ruſtic ſoldiers, inſtructed 
to turn the glebe with Sabine ſpades, and to carry 
clubs cut out of the woods at the pleaſure of a 
rigid mother, what time the fun ſhifted che ſha- 
dows of the niountains, and took the yukes from 
the wearicd oxen, bringing on the pleaſant hour 
with his retreating chariot. What docs not waſt- 
ing 4ime decay? The age of our fathers, worie 
than our grandſires, produced us ſtill more flagi- 
tious, us, who are about to produce an offspring 
more vicious even than ourſelves. 
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$455 44. 4 
To- ASTERIF. 


He comforts Aſteric, troubled for the leſs of her hi. 
band, and exhorts her to perſevere in her fidelity 
to him. 


HY, O Aſterie, ds you weep for Gyges, a 
youth of inviolable conſtancy, whom the 
kindly zephyrs ſhall reſtore to you with the begin- 
ning of the ſpring, enriched with a Bithynian cargo? 
Driven as far as Oricum by the ſouthern winds, af- 
ter the riſing of the goats tempeſtuous conſtellation, 
he ſleepleſs paſſes the cold nights in abundant weep - 
ing for you: but the agent of your anxious land- 


lady lyly tempts him by a thouſand inethods, in- 


forming him that his miftre/s, Chloe, is ſighing for 
him, — burns with your flames. He remonſtrates 
to him how a perfidious woman urged the credu- 
tous Prœtus, by falſe accuſations, to haſten the 
death ot the overchaſte Bellerophon. He tells how 
Peleus was like to have been given up to the in- 
fernal regions, while out of temperance he avoided 
the Magneſian Hippolyte, and the decciver quotes 
hiſtories to him, that are leſſons for ſinning — In 
vain,— for heart- whole as yet, he receives his words 
deafer than the Icarian rocks — But with regard 
to you, have a care leſt your neighbour Enipc us 
prove 
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pr ove tod pleaſing. Tho' no other perſon equally 
Acilful to guide the ſteed is conſpicuous in the 
courſe, nor does any one with equal ſwifineſs ſwim 
down the Etrurian ſtream, yet ſecure your houſe 
at the very approach of night, norflook down in- 
to the ſtreets at the ſound of doleful pipe; and 
fill remain inflexible, however upbraided with iu- 
ſenſidility. 


ODE VIII. 
To MEACEN A $ 


He invites Mæcenas to a domeſiic entertainment, 
which be was re/clved to celebrate joyouſly. 


Mæcenas, learned in “ both languages, you 

wonder what I, who am a ſingle man, have 
to do on the Calends of March; what theſe flowers 
mean, and tac cenſer replete with frankincenſe, 
and the coals laid upoa the live turf. I made a 
vow of a joyous banquet and a white goat to Bac- 
chus, after having been at the point of death by a 
blow from a ꝗ tree. This day, ſacred in the re- 
volving year, ſhall remove the cork faſten'd with 
pitch from that jar, which was { ſet to fumigate in 
the conſulthip of Tullus. Take, my Mæcenas, a 
hundred glaſſes on account of the ſafety of your 


* Greek and Latin. + A feſtival particularly celebrated by 
married people. þ See Ode xiii. Book II. 5 The Romans uſed 
ts ripen os mellow their wine by fumigation. | 

| friend 


- 
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friend, and continue the wake ful lamps even to 
day-light: all clamour and paſſion be far away. 
Poſtpone your political cares with regard to the 
ſtate: the army of the Dacian Cotiſon is defeated: 
the troubleſome Mede is quarelling with himſelf in 
a horrible civil war, The Cantabrian, our old 
enemy on the Spaniſh coaſt, is ſubject to us, tho 
conquer'd by a long - diſputed victory. Now co the 
Scythians are preparing to quit the field with their 
unbent bows. Neglectful, as a private perſon, 
forbear to be too ſolicitous, leſt the community 
in any wiſe ſuffer, and joyfully ſeize the boons of 
the preſent nour, aud quit ſerious affairs. 


D . 
To LYDIA. 


A dialogue between HORACE and LYDIA. 
HORACE. 


A® long as I was agreeable to you, nor did any 

other youth more acceptable fold his arms 
over your ſnowy neck, I fiourith'd more bleſt than 
the Perfian munarch. | 


LYDIA. 


As long as you had not a greater flame for any 
other, nor was Lydia below Chloe in your affec- 
tions, I, Lydia, of diſtinguiſhed fame, flouriſhed 
more eminent than the Roman “Ilia. 
The mother of Romulus, 


Ho- 
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H 0 R A fol E. 3 
ITgne Cretan Chloe now cotfinends me, fkilful 
in ſweet modulations; and a miſtreſs: of the lyre ; 
for whom I would nat dread to _ * vo fates 
would yu her my ſurviving foul. : 


qc. v0 6 
| =” LYDIA; 1B YGH 25 
| Calais, the ſon of the Thurian Oꝛnithus, in- 
flames me with a mutual fire; for whom I would 
twice ſuffer death, he the e ſpare my 


furviving wry 


5 HORACE 
But what if-our former love returns, and un- 
ites by a brazen (indiſſoluble) yoke us now ſepa- 
rated? what if Chloe with her golden locks be 
ſhook off, and the door of the b. ee Lydia 
again open to me ? A 


LYDIA. 
Tho' he is brighter than"a'ſtar,” you of "more 
levity than a cork, and more paſſionate than the 
bluſtering Adriatic; with you I ſhou'd love to live, 


with you 1 wou'd chearfully die 


by * 
bi: 
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ODE X. 
T0 HL TT Es 


That, laying aſide ber hardneſs of heart, ſhe would 
take ſome pity of him. 


Oo Lyce, had you * drank from the remote Ta- 

| nais, in a ſtate of marriage with ſome barba- 
rian, yet you might be forry to expoſe me proſtra- 
ied before your obdurate doors, fs thoſe (inhabitants 
the north winds. Do you hear with what a noiſe 
your elegant buildings rebellows to the winds ? 
And how Jupiter glazes the ſettled ſnow with his 
pure influence? Lay aſide diſdain offenſive to 
Venus, leſt your frope ſhou'd run backwards with 
rapid wheel. Your Tyrrhebian father did not be- 
get you to be as inacceſſible as Penelope ts your 
wooers. O. notwithſtanding neither prefents, nor 
prayers, nor the violet tinctured palenefs of your 
lovers, nor your huſbind ſmitten with a muſical 
madman, bend you to pity; yet at length fpare thy 
ſuppliants, thou that art no {ofter than the ſturdy 
oak, nor of a genticr diſpoſition than the African 
ſerpems. This fide of mine wiil not always be able | 
to bear your threthold and the rain, 


* If you had been an inhabitant of Scythia, of which 
Tarais is a river, 
+'Alluding to wheels and pull-ys. where, if you once Jet yo 
your hold, the weight carries off the rope with great velocity. 


ODE 


(90 
O D . 


To Nee, 


That meſt grievous puniſhments were appointed for 
cruelty even in the other world. 


O Mercury (ſince the ingenious Amphion moved 

rocks by his voice, you being his tutor) and 
thou my harp expert to reſound with ſeven ſtrings, 
formerly neither vocal nor pleaſing, but now agree- 
able to the tables of the wealthy, and the temples 
ot the Gods; dictate meaſures to which Lyde may 
incline her obſtinate ears, who like a filly of three 


years old, playſome friſks about in the ſpacious 


fields, inex perienc'd in the ſweets of nuptial loves, 
and hitherto unripe for the enjoyment of a huſ- 
band. You are able to draw after you tigers 
and attendant woods, and to retard rapid rivers. 
To your blandiſhments the enormous porter of 
the infernal palace yielded, tho' an hundred ſer- 
pents fortify his head, and a peſtilential ſteam, 
and an infectious poiſon iflues from his triple- 
tongu'd mouth. Moreover, Ixion and Tityus ſmil'd 
with a reluctant aſpect: and while you ſooth the 
daughters / Danaus with your delightful harmeny 
their veſſel for ſometime remained diy. Let Lyde 
hear an account of their crime, and their wel]- 
known puniſhmenr, and the caſk ſtill empty by the 
water ſtreaming thro” the bottom, and what _ g 
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fates await their miſdeeds even beyond the grave. 
Impious! (for what greater impiety cou'd they 
have committed ?) Impious they cou'd deſtroy 
their bridegrooms with the cruel poignard One 
out of the many, worthy of the nuptial torch, was 
nobly falſe to her perjur'd parent, and a maiden 
illuſtrious to all poſterity: She, who ſaid to her 
een huſband, ariſe | ariſe I leit an eternal fleep 

given to you from a hand you have no ſuſpi- 
cion of; diſappoint your father-in-law and my 
atrocious ſiſters, who, like lionefles, having polſ- 
ſeſſed themſelves of ſo many calves, (alas |) tear 
each of them to pieces; I am of ſofter aould 
than they, neither will 1 ſtrike thee, nor will I de- 
tain thee in my cuſtody. Let my father ivad me 
with cruel chains, becauſe out of mercy : Hared 
my unhappy ſpouſe ; let him trauſport me ven 
to the extreme Numidian plains Depart, ere 
your feet and the winds carry yGu, while the 
night and Venus arc favourable : Depart, with 
an happy omen, yet not forgetful of me, engrave 
my mournful ſtory on my tomb. 


M 2 ODE 


6 
GD 
To NE OB U L . 


That ſhe being captivated by the love / young 
He ber, had given herjeif up to fleth and idleneſs. 


1 I is only for the unhappy neither to give indul- 
gence to love, nor to walh away cares with de- 
ou wine, or to be diſpirited out of dread for 

he laſhes oi an uncle's tongue. I be winged boy 
ot Venus, O Neobule, has deprived you et your 
ipindle and your webs, and the beauty of Hebrus 
om Lipcra, ot the arts of induſtrious Minerva, 
ai:cr he has bathed bis anointed ſhouiders in the 
waters ot the liber ; a better horteman than Bel» 
Icrophon himſelt, neither conquer'd at boxing, or 
by want of {wittneſs in the race; he is allo dex» 
- 1x0Uus to ſtrike with his javelin the ſtags flying thro? 
the open plains in frightened herd, and active to 
jurprize the wild boar lurking in his deep: Covert. 


D AN. 


To the BAN DUS TAN Fountain. 


He promiſes the fountain a ſacrifice and renown 
from his vetſes. 

Thou fountain of Banduſia clearer than glaſs, 

worthy of delicious wine from goblets crown- 

ed with flowers; to morrow you {hall be preſented 

with a kid, whole forchead pouting with new 

horas 
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horns, determines upon both love and war ia 
vain; for this offspring of the wanton flock ſhall 
tinge your cooling ſtreains with ſcarlet blood, The 
ſevere ſeaſon ot the burning dog- ſtar cannot reach 
thee ; you afford a retreſhing coolneſs to the oxen 
fatigued with the plough-ſhare, and to the ranging 
flock. Lou alſo: ſhall become one of the famous 
fountains, thro* my celebrating the oak that co- 


vers the hollow rocks from whence thy prattliug 
rills bounding deſcend. 


. 
To the ROMANS. 


He celebrates Auguſtus's return from Spain. 


Uguſius Cæſar, O ye Roman people, who was 
lately ſaid, like another Hercules, to have 
explored the laurel purchaſable by death, reviſits 
his domeſtic Gods victorious from the Spaniſh thore. 
Let the matron Livia, toe whom her huſband alone 
is dear, come torth in public proceſſion, having firſt 
performed her duty to the juſt Gods, and Octavia 
the ſiſter of our glorious general, the mothers alſo 
of the maidens and of the youths juſt preſerved 
from danger, becomingly adorned with ſupplicatory 
fillets, Ye, © young men, and young women 
lately married, abſtain from ominous cxpreſſions. 


This 


4 

This day, to me a real 94.4, ſhall expel gloomy 
cares: I will neither dread commotions, nor violent 
death, while Cæſar is in poſſeſſion ob the earth. 
Away, ſlave, and ſeek for perfume and chaplets, 
and a caſk that remembers the“ Marſian war, if 
?ny veſſel cou'd elude the vagabond + Spartacus. 
And bid the tuneful Neæra make haſte to collect 
jato a knot her eſſenced hair; but if any delay 
mould happen from the ſurly porter, come away. 
Hozry hair mollifies minds, that are fond of ſtrife 
and wrangling petulancy. I would not have en- 
durcd this treatment, warm with youth in the con- 
ſulſhip of Plancus. | | 


ODE XV. 
Upen CHLORIS. 


That at leaſt now ſhe's become an old woman ſhe 
ought to ſet ſome buunds to her debauchery and 
lewdneſs. 


98 wife of the indigent Ibycus, at length 
put an end to your wickedneſs, and your 
infamous practices. Ceaſe to ſport amongſt the 
damſels, and to intermix a cloud with bright con- 
ſtcllations, being now on the verge of a timely 
death. If any thing well becomes Pholoe, it does 
not you, Chloris, likewiſe. Your daughter with 


* Dated at the time of the Marſian or Italie war. 
t >partacus the gladiator, the leader of the malecontents in 
that war. : 


more 
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more propriety attacks the young men's apart- 
ments, like a Bacchanalian rouſed up by the rattling 
timbrel. The love of Nothus makes her friſk about 
like to the wanton ſhe-goat. The wool ſhorn near 
the famous Luceria becomes you now antiquated* ; 
not muſical inſtruments, neither the damaſk flower 
of the roſe; nor hogſheads drank down to the 
tees. | 


O D E XVI. 
To MECEN A8. 


That riches are the fountain of all evils, and thad 
the greateſt happineſs of life conſiſts in a mean, 


Brazen tower and doors of oak, and the me- 
2 lancholy watch of wakeful dogs, had ſuffi- 
ciently deſcended the impriſon'd Danac from mid- 
night gallants; had not Jupiter and Venus laughed 
at Acriſius, the anxious keeper of the immured 
maiden : for they well knew that the way wou'd be 
ſafe and open after theGod had transformed himſelf 
into a bribe. Gold delights to penetrate thro' the 
midſt of guards, and to break thro? ſtone walls, 
more potent than the thunderbolt. The family of 
the Grecian + augur periſh'd, immers'd in diſtruce 
tion on the account of lucre The} man of Mace- 
donia cleft the gates of cities, and ſubverted rival 
monarchs by bribery. Bribes enthral even fierce 


That is, ſhe had better ſpin, than intrigue. 
t Amphiaraus, who for a bribe was betray*d by his wife Eriphile. 
4 Philip, the father of Alexander the Great, 


1 
captains of ſhips. Care, and a thirſt for more, is 
the conſequence of increaſing wealth. Therefore, 
O Mæcenas, thou glory of the Roman knights, I 
have juftly dreaded to raiſe the far conſpicuous head. 
As much more as any man ſhall deny himſelf, ſo 
much more ſhall he receive from the Gods, Naked 
as | am, I ſeek the camps of thoſe that covet no- 
thing; and as a deſerter, rejoice to quit the ſide of 
the wealthy: a more illuſtrious poſſcſſor of a con- 
temptible fortune, than if I could be ſaid to trea- 
ſure up in my granaries all that the induſtrious 
Appulian cultivates, poor amidſt abundance of 
wealth. A rivulet of clear water, and a wood of 
a few acres and à certain proſpect of my good 
crop are bleſſings unknown to him who-glitters in 
the proconiulihip of fertile Africa: I am more hap- 
piiy circumſtanced. Tho' neither the Calabrian 
bees produce honey, nor wine ripens to age for me 
in a Forman caſk, nor rich fleeces increaſe in 
Gallic paſtures; yet diſtreſsful poverty is remote, 
nor it 1 deſired more, wou'd you refuſe to grant it 
me. I ſhall be better able to extend my (mall re- 
venues by contracting my deſires, than it I could 
join the “ kingdom of Halyatticus to the Phrygiaa 
Plains. Much is wanting to thoſe who covet much. 
[is well with him, to whom God hath given what 
is neceſſary with a ſparing hand. 


„Lydia. 


«1 
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O D E XVII. 
To ELIUS LAMIA. 
He exherts him to ſpend the morrow, which threa- 


ten'd to be dark and cloudy, in a liberal indul- 
gence. 


0 Alius, who art nobly deſcended from the 
ancient Lamus (“for as much as they report, 
that both the firſt of the Lamian family had their 
name from hence, and all the race of the de- 
ſcendants thro” faithful records) you derive your 
origin from that founder, 'who is ſaid to have poſ- 
ſeſſed, as prince, the Formian walls, and Liris 
gliding to the ſhores of Marica—an extenſive po- 
tentate To-morrow a tempeſt ſent forth from 
the eaſt ſhall ſtrew the grove with many leaves, 
and the ſhore with uſcleſs fea- weed, unleſs that old 
propheteſs of rain, the raven, deceives me. Pile 
up the dry wood while you may; to- morrow you 
ſhall indulge your genius with wine, and with a 
pig of two months old, with your ſlaves diſmiſs'd 
from their labours. 


This parentheſis is judiciouſly omitted by Sanadon. 
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O DE XVIII. 
To FAUNUS. 
A HY MN. 


That he would be propitious to him. 


Faunus, thou lover of the flying nymphs, bes 


nignly traverſe my borders and ſunny fields, 
and depart propitious to my little nurſery; if a 


tender kid falls a viclim to you at the completion of 


the year, nor plenty of wines be wanting to the 
goblet, the companion of Venus, and the ancient al- 
tar ſmoaks with liberal perfume. All the cattle 
ſport in the graſſy plain, when the nones of De- 
cember return to you for the celebration of your 
feſtival; the village keeping holiday, enjoys lei- 
ſure in the fields, together with the oxen, free 
from toil. The wolf wanders amongſt the fearleſs 
lambs ; the wood ſcatters its rural leaves for you, 
and the labourer rejoices to have beat the hated 
ground in triple dance 


ODE 
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o D E XX. 1 
To TELEPHUS. 


By a ſudden interruption he brings over an unſeaſon. 
| able detailer of ancient hiſtory, to think rather of 
what might promete the /: ftivity of the enter- 
tainment. 
OW far Codrus, who was not afraid to die 
for his country, is removed from Inachus, 
and the race of /Facus, the battles alſo that were 
fought at ſacred Troy —thete ſubjects you deſcant 
upon; but at what price we may purchaſe a hogl- 
head of Chian; who ſhall warm the water tor 
bathing, who finds a houſe, and at what hour I am. 
to get rid cf theſe Pelignian colds, you are ſilent. 
Give me, boy, a bumper ior the new moon, ia an 
inſtant, give me one Vor midnight, and one f1r Mur- 
| ena the augur. Let the decauters be mix'd up with 
three or nine glaſſes, according to every otie's if. 
poſition. The enraptur'd bard, who delights: the 
odd-number'd mules, ſhall call for brimmers thrice 
| three. Each of the graces in conjunction with her 
naked fiſters, feartul of broils, prohibits upwards 
| of three. Tis my pleaſure to rave: Why ceale 
| the breathings of the Phrygian flute ? Why is the 
| pipe hung up with the ſilent lyre ? 1 bate jour nig- 
gardly handfuls : ſtrew roſes in abundance Let 
i the envious. Lycus hear the jovial noiſe; and ler 
| our neighbour, ill-ſuited to the old Lycus Hen ir, 
'The ripe Chloe aims at thee, Velephus with thy 
buſhy locks, at thee, bright as the clear c vening- ſtar; 
but the love of my Glycera ſlowly conſumes me. 
7 | N 2 bu 
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O D E XX. 
To PYRRHUS. 


That he ſhould net endeavour to force away the 
beautiful youth from his dumpe!. 


DY you not perceive, O Pyrrhus, ai what an 
hazard you are taking away the whelps from 
a Getulian lioneſs ? In a little while you a titmorous 
raviſhet ſhall fly from the ſevere engagement, when 
ſhe ſhall march thro' the oppoling band of youth 


redemanding her beautcous Nearchus. A grand 


conteſt, whether a greater ſhare of che booty ſhall 
fall to thee or her. In the mean time, while you 
produce your Iwiit arrows, ſhe whets her terrific 
tectiu; while the umpire of the combat is reported 
to hav” placed the palm under his naked foot, and 
ret. d his ſhoulder, overipread with his per- 


#tumed hair, with the gentle breeze juit inch ano- 


ther as was Nireus, or “ he that was raviſn'd from 
the watry Ida. 


* GanymcCce. 
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OD E XN. 
To his J AR. 


He calls upon it to ſurniſh him with generqus wine 
in compliment to Meſſala. 


O Thou goodly caſk that was brought to light 
at the ſame time with me in the conſulſhip 
of Manlius, whether you contain the occaſion of 
complaint, or jeſts, or broils and madding amours, 
or gentle ſleep ; under whatever title you preſerve 
the choice Maſlic, thou art worthy to be removed in 
an auſpicious day; deſcend, Corvinus bids me draw 
the melloweſt wine He, tho” he is imbued in 
the Socraric lectures, will not moroſely reject thee. 
The virtue even of old Cato is recorded to have 
frequently been warmed with wine, You apply 
a gentle violence to that diſpoſition, which is, in 
general ot the rougher caſt. You reveal the cares 
and ſecret deſigns of the wiſe by the aſſiſtance of 
merry Bacchus. You reſtore hope and ſpirit to 
anxious minds, and give“ horns to the poor man 
who after taſting you, neither dreads the diadems 
of enraged monarchs, nor the weapons of the mi- 
litary. Thee Bacchus, and Venus—if ſhe comes 
in good humour, and the Graces loth to + dilloive 
the knot of their union, and living lights thall pro- 
long till returning Phoebus puts the ſtars to flight. 


* Alluding to their affixing horus to the ſtatue of Bacchus. 
7 — united, Ihey are painted holding cach others 
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o DE XII. 
To DIANA. 


He promiſes an annua! thankſgiving for the happy 
delivery of his miſtreſ$. © 


IRGIN protẽ ctreſs of the mountains and the 
groves, thou three- foi med Goddeſs, who 
thrice ® invoked, heareſt the young women in la- 
bour, and ſaveſt them from death. Sacred to thee 
be this pine that overſhadows my villa, which I, 
at the completion of every year, joyful will preſent 
with the blood of a boar pig, juſt meditating his 
oblique attack. | T 


o D E XXIII. 
To PHIDYLE. 


That the bleſſings of the Gods are not ſo effetnally 
- ſecured by ceſtly as by pure oblation g. 


M* country Phidyle, if you raiſe your ſup- 
pliant hands to heaven at the new moon, 
and appeaſe the houſhold Gods with frankincenſe, 
and this year's fruits, and a ravening ſwine ; the 
fertile vine ſhall neither feel the peſtilential ſouth- 
welt, nor the corn the barren blight, or your dear 
brood the lickly ſeaſon of the fruit-bearing autum- 


* Or invoked by three different names, 
nat 
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nal year. For the deſtined victim, which is paſtured 
in the ſnowy Algidum amongſt the oaks and holm 
trees, or thrives in the Albanian meadows, with 
its throat ſhall ſtain. the axes of the prieſts. It is 
not required of you, who are crowning our little 
Gods with ſea-water and the brittle myrtle, to 
ſolicit them with a great ſlaughter of ſheep. If 
an innocent hand touches the altar, a magnificent 
victim will not pacify the offended Penates * more 


acceptably than a conſesrated cake and crackling 
{alt 


O D E XXIV. 
To the COVETOUS. 


He inveighs againſt the vices of his age and propo- 
| fes remedies for them. 


THO! more wealthy than the hoarded (or un- 
| rifled) treaſures of the Arabians and rich In- 
dia, you ſhould poſſeſs yourſelt by your edefices of 
the whole Tyrrh-nian and Apulian ſeas; yet if 
cruel fate ſixes its adamantine grapples upon the 
topmoſt roofs, you ſhall not diſengage your mind 
from dread, nor your life trom the ſnares of death. 
The Scythians that dwell in the plains, whoſe carts, 
according to their cuſtom, draw their vagrant ha- 
bitations, live in a better manner, and ſo do the 
rough Getz, whole uncircumſcribed acres pro- 
duce fruits and corn free to all a/tke, nor is a longer 
than annual tillage agreeable, and a ſucceſſor re- 


* Houſhold Gods. 
ligves 
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he ves him who has accompliſhed his labours by an 
equal right. There the guiltleſs wife ſpares her 
motherleſs children-in-law, nor does the portioned 
ſponſe govern her huſband, nor puts any confi- 
dence in a fleek adulterer. Their portion is the 
eminent virtue of their parents, and a chaſtity re- 
ſerved from any other man by a ſtedfaft fecurity : 
and it is forbidden to fan, or the reward is death. 
O if there be any one willing to remove our impious 
ſlaughters, and civil rage: if he is defirous to be 
inſcribed, THE FATHER OF THE STATE, on 
ſtatues erected to him, let him dare to curb inſu- 
perable licentiouſneſs, and be famous to poſterity; 
ſince we (O injuſtice) deteſt virtue while living, 
but invidiouſly feek for her after ſhe is taken out 
of our view. To what purpoſe are our woful 
complaints, if ſin is not cut off with puniſhment ? 
of what efficacy are empty laws, without morals 
to enforce them ? if neither that part of the world 
which is precluded by the fervent heats, nor that 
ſide which borders upon the north, and ſnows, 
harden'd upon the ground; keep off the mer- 
chant; and the expert failors get the better of the 
horrible ſeas. Poverty, being eſteemed a great re- 
proach impels us both to do and to ſuffer any 
thing, ant} deſerts the path of virtue as too diffi- 
cult, Let us then caſt our gems and precious 
ſtones, and uſeleſs gold, the cauſe of extreme 
evil, either into the capitol, where the acclama- 
tions and croud of applauding citizens call us, or 
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into the aJjoining ocean. 16 we are truly penl» 
tent for our enormities, the very elements of de- 
pra ved luſt are to be eraſed, and the minds of too 
ſoft a mould ſhou'd be harden'd by ſeverer ſtudies. 
The noble vouth knows not how to keep his (eat 
on horſeback, and is afraid to go a hunting, more 
ſkilled to play (if von chuſe it) with the Grecian 
troque, or dice which are prohibited by law. 

W hile the father's perjury can deceive his coheir, 
par tner, and friend, and he haftens to get money 
for an unworthy heir. In a word; iniqu tious 
wealth increaſes, and yet ſomething is ever want- 
ing to the incomplete for tune. 


O..D .E .XXV. 


To BACCHYU 8, 


A DITHRYAMBIC 


His defign i is to praiſe Auguſtus, being elevated to 
it by the inſpiration of Bacchus. 


HITHER, O Bacchus are you hurrying 

me, replete with your influence ? into whar 
groves, ino what recefits am 1 driven, attvated 
with uncommon ſpirit? In wht caverns, meditat- 
ing the immortal honour of illuſtrigus Cæſar, 
ſhall I be heard enrolling him among? the ſtars 
and the council of Jove? | will utter nech ES. 
traordiuat * 


1 * 
Lv 
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traordinary new, hitherto * by any other 
voice. Thus the ſleepleſs Bacchanalian prieſtefs' 
is ſiruck with enthuſiaſm caſting her eyes upon 
Hebrus, and [hrace bleached with ſnow, and Rho- 
dope traverſed by the feet of Barbarians. How 
am I delighted in my rambles, to admire the rocks 


and the deſert grove | O lord of the Naiads and 


the Bacchanalian women, who are able with their 
hands to overthrow lofty aſh- trees; nothing little, 
nothing low, nothing mortal, will I ſing. Tis 2 
charming hazard, © Bacchus, to accompany tbe 
God who binds his temples with the verdant vine- 


leaf. 
ODE XXVI. 
To VENUS. 
He bids farewell to love. 


i Lately lived a proper perfon fer the ſervice of the 


girls, and campaigned it not without honour 
but now this wall, which guards the left fide of the 
ſtatue of ſea born Venus, ſhall have my arms and 
my lyre diſcharged from warfare. Here, here, de- 
Poſite the ſhining flambeaux, and the wrenching 
irons, and the bows, that threaten'd the reſiſting 
door:. O thou goddeſs, that poſſeſſes the bliſsful 


Cyprus, and Memphis that is free from the Si- 


thonian ſnow, O thou Queen of Love, give the 
haughty Chloe one cut with your high- raiſed laſh. 


ODE 


A on A. 
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O D E XXVII. 


To GIALATEA, upon her going to (ca. 


His beſt wiſhes attending her departure, he ſets 
before her the dangers of the ſea, and moſt parti- 
cularly the example of Europa. | 

1232 the augury of the chattering jay, and a 

| pregnant bitch,or a tawny wolf running down 

from the Lanuvian fields, or a fox with whclp 
conduct the impious on their way; the ſerpent allo 
breaks his undertaken journey, it like an arrow 


athwart the way it has frighten'd the horſes. I, 


a provident augur tor her whom I ſhall be con- 
cerned for, will invoke from the caſt with my 
prayers the raven foreboding by his croaking, be- 
fore the bird that is preſaging of impending ſhowers 
reviſits the ſtagnant pools. May you be happy, 
O Galatea, whereſoever you chuſe to retide, and 
live mindful of me, and may neither the unlucky 

ye, nor the vagrant crow, forbid your going on. 

ut do you ſee with what an uproar the prone 
Orion labours on. I well know what the dan- 
gerous bay of the Adriatic is, and in what man- 
ner * Iapyx, ſeemingly ſerene, is guilty of deceit. 
Let the wives and children of our enemies fecl 
the dark tumults of the riſing ſouth, and the roar- 
ing of the blacken'd ſca, and the ſhores trembling 


* $ee note to Ode III. lib i. 
n O2 


with 
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with its laſh. Thus too Europa truſted her fair 
lide to the deccirful- bull, and, bold as ſhe was, 
turn'd pale at the ſca abounding with monſters, 
aud the cheat now becoare manifeſts She, who lately 
iu the meadows was buſied about flowers, and 
the compoicr of the chaplet meet for nymphs, 
1 ow ſaw nothing in the duſky night, but ſtars and 
water Who, as ſoon as ſhe arriv'd at Crete, 
} owerful with its hundred cities cry'd out, over- 
come with rage, O Father, O the loſt name of 
daughter, O my duty from whence? whithcr 
am 1 come? ove death is too little for a virgin's 
crime. Am | awake while I deptore my baſe of- 
tence , or does ſome vain phantom, which, eſcap- 
ing from the “ ivory gate, brings on a dream, jiiu- 
pule upon me; as yct free from vice? was it 
better to travel o'er the tedious waves, or to 
gather the freſh flowers ? it any one now would 
ocliver up to me in my anger this infamous bull, 
J wou'd do my utmoit to tear him to pieces with 
jiecl, and break off the horns of the monſter, 
Jatcly ſo much beloved by me. Abandoned I have 
left my father's houſe, and yet abandoned I pro 
craſtinate my doom. O if any of the Gods kear 
this, I wiſh 1 may wander naked amongſt lions. 
Before a diſagreeable decay ſeizes my comely 
checks, and moiſture leave this tender prey, 1 
deſire, in all the perteftion of my beauty, to be 
the tood of tygers. Lhou baſe Europa, thy 
abient father preſſes thee ; why do you heſitate 
* to die; you may do for your neck ſuſpended 

* The poets fabled two gates of dreams, one of horn, and 


che other of ivory ; out of the former the true ones were ſup- 
poied to procced, aud the lalſe vacs from the latter. 


« from 
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ff from this aſh, with your girdle that has com- 
© modiouſly attended you. or if a precipice,and 
„the rocks that are edged with death, pleaſe you; 
© come on, commitr' yourſelf to the rapid ſtorm : 
© unleſs you that are of blood royal had rather 
«card your miſtreſs's wool, and be given up as 
* a concubine. to ſome barbarian dame Here 
the treacherouſly- ſmiling Venus, and her ſon, with 
His bow relaxed; approached the complaining maid. 
Preſently, when ſhe had ſufficiently rallied her, 
refrain, (ſhe cry'd) from your rage and paſſionate 
chidings, fince this deteſted bull ſhall ſurrender 
his horns to be torn in pieces by you—Are you 
ignorant, that, you are the wife of the invincible 
Jove ? Learn duly to ſupport your diſtinguithed 
good fortuue A“ divitiva of the world ſhall 
bear your name, | 
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0 D E. XXVII. 
To L I D E. 


In erder to ok Neptune's ſcaſt ens: he in- 
vites her to his houſe. h 


HAT can 1 do better on the feſtal th: of 
Neptune ? produce, my active Lyde, the 
hoarded Cæcuban, and make an attack upon viſ- 
dom, who is ever upon her guard. You perceive 
the noontide is on its decline; and yet, as if the 
fleeting day ſtood (till, you delay to bring out of 
the ſtore houſe of the loitering caſk that bears its 
date from the conſulſhip of Bibulus. We will 
ſing by turns Neptune, and the green locks of his 
Nereids; you ſhall chant, on your wreathed lyre, 
Latona, and the darts of the nimble Cynthia; at 
the concluſion of your ſong, let + her be celebrat- 
ed, who, with her yoked ſwans, viſits Cnidos and 
the ſhining Cyclades and Paphos: let the night alſo 
bz celebrated in a ſuitable lay. 


* Alluding to Bibulus, who being collegue with Cæſar, was 
mere Cypher, and his office a ſine cure. + Venus. 


ODE 


E 
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O E XXIX 
«To 1 * EN A 8 


He invites him to'a frugal entertainment,and wiſely 
admoniſhes him to lay 27 de all anxious cares about 
Ne 


ee thou ang! i Tuſcan kings, 

there has been a long while for you in 
my houſe ſome mellow wine in an unbroached 
hogſhead, with rofe-flowers and preſſed effence 
for your hair. Diſengage yourſelf from any thing 
that may retard you, nor continually contemplate 
the marſhy Tibur, and the ſloping fields ef Aeſula, 


and the hills of ® Telegonus the parricide. Leave 


abundance, which is the ſource of daintineſs, andyon 
pile of buildings approaching ncar the lofty clouds; 
ceaſe to admirethe fmoak and opule ace and noiſe of 
flouriſhing Rome, A change is frequently agrecable 
to the rich, and a cleanly meal in the !ittle cottage 
of the poor hath ſmooth'd an anxious brow with- 
out carpets or purple. Now the bright + father of 
Andromeda diſplays his hidden fire : now Procyon 
rages and the conſtellation of the frantic lion, as 
the ſun cauſes the thirſty ſeaſon to revolve, Now 
the weary ſhepberd, with his languid flock, ſeeks 
the ſhade; and the river, and the thickets of rough 
Silvanus 3 3 and the ſilent bank i is free from the wa- 


© Telegonus, the 3 of Tuſculum, xccidentaly killed his 
father. t . 


verin [£4 
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vering winds Tou regard what conſtitution may 
beſt ſuit the ſtate, and are in an anxious dread for 
Rome, what preparations the Seres, and the Bac- 
trians ſubje& to Cyrus, and the taQtious Tanais, 
are making; The wiſe Gods involve in obſcure 
darkneſs the events of the time to come, and laugh 
if a mortal is over and above ſolicitous, Be mind- 
ful to manage duly thar which is preſept. | What 
remains goes on in the manner of the river, at one 
time calmly gliding in the middle of its channel 
to the Tuſcan fea, at another rolling along cor- 
croded ſtones, and ſtumps of, trees forced away, 
and cattle. and houſes, not without the noiſe of 
echoing mountains and neighbouring woods, when 
the mercileſs deluge enrages the peaceful waters. 
That man is maſter of himſclf and ſhall live hap- 
py, who has it in his power to fay, I have'lived 
to-day 3 to-morrow let father Jupiter inveſt 
the heaven, either with a blick cloud, or with 
clear ſunſhine; nevertheleſs he ſhall not render 
meffectual what is paſt, nor change nor annihilate 
what the fleeting hour. has once carried off. For- 
tune, happy in the execution of her cruel office, 
and perſiſting to play her iuſplent game, changes 
uncertain honours, now to me, and by and by in- 
dulgent to another. I praiſe her while ſhe abides 
by ale. But if ſhe moves her fleet wings, I re- 
tign what ſhe has beſtow'd, and wrap myſelf up 
in my virtue, and court honeſt poverty without 
+ portion. Tis no buſineſs of mine, if the maſt 
groan with the African ſtorms, to have recourle to 
pitious Prayery, s and to wake a bargain with my 

vows, 
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vous, that my Cyprian and Syrian merchandize 
may not make an addition to the wealth of the 
inſatiable fea, Then the fanning gale and the 
twin Pollux ſhall carry me ſafe in the protection 
of a kiff with two oars, thro' the tumultuous E. 
gean ſea. 


O D E XXX. 


He promiſes himſelf an immortality of fame from his 
poetical writings. 


I Have executed a monument more laſting than 

braſs, and more ſublime than the regal eleva- 
tion of pyramids, which the waſting rain, the ua- 
availing north+ wind, or an innumerable ſucceſſion 
of years, and the flight ot ſeaſons, ſhall not be able 
to demoliſh I ſhall not wholly die, but a great 
part of me ſhall eſcape * Libitina. I ſhall continu- 
ally be renew'd in the praiſes of poſterity, as long 
as the prieſt ſhall aſcend the capitol with the ſi- 
lent veſtal virgin. Where the rapid Aufidus ſhall 
murmur, and where Daunus poorly ſupplied with 
water, ruled over a ruſtic people, I, exalted from A 
low degree, ſhall be acknowledged as having ori- 
ginally adapted the ZEolic verſe to Italian meaſures. 
Melpomene aſſume that pride which your merjts 
bave acquired, and willingly crown my hair with 
the Delphie laurel. 


* Goddels.of death | 
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o DE. 
To VENUS. 


He was now arrived at ſuch an age, that he ought 
| no lenger to think of love affairs. 


\ FTER a long ceſſation, O Venus, again 


are you ſtirring up tumults ? Spare me, I 
beſeech you, I beſeech you. I am not the 
man I was under the dominion of good-natur'd 
Cynara. Forbear, thou cruel mother of ſoft de- 
fires, to bend one bordering upon fifty, now too 
harden'd for your ſoft commands; go W os 
. Ooth- 
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{ſoothing prayers 5 youth invoke thee. More 
ſeaſonably may you revel in the houſe of Paulus 
Maximus, flying thither with your ſplendid ſwans 
if you ſeek to enflame a ſuitable breaſt. For bet 
is both noble and graceful, and by no means ſilent 
in the cauſe of diſtreſſed detendants, and a youth 
of an hundred accompliſhments, he ſhall bear the 
enſigns of your warfare far aud wide; and when- 
ever more prevailing than the ample preſents of 
a rival he ſhall laugh at his expence, he ſhall erect 
thee in marble under a citron dome near the Al- 
ban lake. There you ſhall ſmell abundant frank- 
incenſe, and ſhall be charm'd with the mixed mu- 
ſic of the lyre and Berecynthian pipe, not with- 
out the flagelet. There the youths, together 
with the tender maidens, twice a day celebrating 
your divinity, ſhall, * Salian-like, with inow- 
white foot, thrice ſhake the ground. As for me, 
neither woman nor youth, nor the fond hope of 
a mutual inclination, nor to cone in wine, nor 
to bind my temple with freth flowers, delight me 
any longer. But why, ah ! why, O Liguinnus, 
does the tear-every now and then trickic down 
my cheeks ? why does my fluent rocgue talter be- 
-tween my words, with an ill- becoming filence ? 
Thee, in my dreams by night, I claſp, caught in 
my arms; thee flying croſs the turt ot ine Cam- 
pus Martius, thee I purſue, O cruel one, thro” 
the rolling waters, | 


* Prieſts of Zacchus | 
| or ODE 
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O D E uM 
To ANTON IUS IULUS. 


Horace, being deſired to celebrate the vittories of 
Auguſtus  Pindaric verſe, excuſes himſelf in 
ſuch a manner, that the very wxcuſe itjelf very 
b perjorms what be ſeems to decline. | 


HOEVER endeavours, 0 lulus, to rival 
Pindar, makes an cffort on wings formed 

of wax, by art Dædalian, about to communicate 
his name to the azure fea. Like a river, pour- 
ing down 3 mountain, when ſudden rains have in- 
creaſed it beyond its accuſtomed banks ; ſuch the 
deep- mouth'd Pindar rages and ruſhes on immea- 
Jurable ; ſurc to merit Apollo s laurel, whether he 
z0lis down his uew-ftormud terms thro' the daring 
dithyrambic, and is born on in aumbers exempt 
from rule . whether he lings the Gods, and kings 
the offspring of the Gods, by whom the Centaurs 
pPcrilned with à Juit deſtruction, by whom was 
quenched the flame of the dreadful Chimera ;z or 
celebrates he thoſe whom the palm, in the Oly me 
pic games at lis brings home exalted to the 
Kies—wreliler or ſteed, and preſents them with 
4 gift prefer able to a e ſtatues: or does he 
3 jome youth, inatched by death, from his 
mournful bride, he diiplays both his ſtrength and 
courage and “ golden morals to the ſtars, and 
reſcues him from the dark oblivion of the grave. A 


9 Jncorrupt, the morals of the golden age. 


ſtrong 


ſtrong “ air <levates the Dircean ſwan, O Antb- 


( 2 


nius, as often as he ſoars into the lofty regions 
of the cluuts: but I, after the cuſtom and manner 
of the + Mainian bee, that labocioufly gathers 
the gratctul thyme, I, a diminutive creature, com- 
pole claborate verſes about the grove and the 
banks of the watry libur. You, a poet of a ſub- 


imer rate, ſhall ſing of Cæſar, whenever graceful 


in his merited laurel he thall drag the ficrce Si- 
cambri along the ſacred hill; Cæſar, than whom 


nothing greater or better the fates and indulgent 


Gods ever beſtowed on the earth, nor will beſtow, 
tho' the times ſhou'd return to their primitive gold. 


Tou ſhall fing both the feſtal days, and che public 


rejoicings on account of the often-implored re- 
turn of the brave Auguſtus, and the forum ſilent 
from law-iuits. Then, (if I can offer any thing 
worth hcaring) a conſiderable portion of my voice 


| ſhall join the general acclamation, and then will I 


ſing, happy at the reception of Cæſar, O glo- 
© rious day, O worthy art thou to be celebrated.“ 
And whilſt you move along in proceſſion, ſhouts 
of triumph we will repeat, thouts of triumph the 
whole city ſhall repeat, and we will offer frank- 
incenſe to the indulgent Gods. Thee ten bulls and 
as many heifers ſhall abſolve, me a tender ſteerling, 
that, having left his dam, thrives in ſpacious pal- 
tures for the diſcharge of my vows; relembling by 
the horns on his forehead, the bright curvature of 
the moon, when ſhe appears of three days old, in 


Flies ſtrongly. + Matinus a mountain in Calabria 
nbouuding with thyme, | : 
which 
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-which-part alſo he has a mark of a ſnowy aſpett, 


but is of a dun colour over the reſt of his body. 


0 D E III. 
To MELPOMENE. 


He achnowladger the favour to her. that he obtaing 
fome place and rank am . | 


Hun O Meipomene, whom at his birth you 
ha ve once view d with a benign aſpect, the 
Iſthmian conteſt ſhall not render eminent as 2 
wreſtler; the ſwiſt horſe ſhall not draw him trium- 
phant in @ Grecian car; nor ſhall warlike at- 
chievement ſhew him in the capitol, a general 
adorned with the Delian laurel, on account of his 
having quaſhed the proud threats of kings: but 
ſuch waters as flow thro' the fertile Tibur, and the 


denſe leaves of the groves ſhall make him diſtin- 


guiſhed tor the * Folian verſe. The ſons of Rome, 
the queen of citics, deign to rank me amongſt the 
amiable band of poets z and now I am leſs carped 
at by the tooth of envy. O thou muſe, who re- 
gulates the ſweet harmony of the gilded ſhell! O 
thou, who can immediately beſtow, if you pleaſe, 
the notes of the dying ſwan upon the mute fiſh l it 
is entirely your gift that I am marked out, as the 
ſtringer of the Roman lyre, by the fingers of paſ- 


ſengers: that | breathe, and give pleaſure, if 1 give 


* is yours. 


. Alcaie, + The m was mate of a tortoiſe ſhell 
5 ODE 
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ny The Paatous ol baus us; 


He I celebrates the viclory of Claudius Druſs Nero. 
a over the Vindeliſ '. 


s the winged miniſter of thunder (*o. 
4 7 the ſovereign of the Gods, 
has Ca 75 dominion over the fleeting birds, 
having experienced his fidelity in the affair of the 
Cee Ganymede,) at one time youth and here - 
duary vigour dre bim rem hs neſt, unuſed to toilj: 
and the vernal winds, the ſhowers, being now diſs 
pelled, taught him, at firſt, timotous, unwonted 
enterprizes; in a little while his violent impetuo- 
ſity diſpatched him as an enemy, to the ſheep- 
falds; and now an appetite for food and 83 
impelled him upon the reluctant dragons: or as a 
ſhergoat, intent on rich paſtures, has beheld. a 
young lion but juſt weaned from the udder of his: 
tawny dam, ready to be devoured by his newly 
grown tooth: ſuch. did the Rhati and the Vindelici 
behold Druſus carrying onthe war under the Alps; 
(whence this people derived the cuſtom, which has, 
always pre vailed amongſt them arming their right 
hands with the Amazgnian, ax, I bave purpaſely 
omitted to enquire : neither can we d:{cover every 
thing ) But thoſe troops, which had been for a nds 
while and extenſively victorious, being ſubdued 
by the conduct of a youth, perceived what a diſ- 


This parentheſis is omitted by many editors. 
poſition 
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poſition, what a genius rightly educated under an 
auſpicious roof, what the fatherly affection of Au- 

guſtus towards the young Neros cou'd jointly effect. 

The brave are generated by the brave; and there 
is in ſteers, there is in horſes the virtue of their 
ſires ; nor do the courageous eagles procreate the 
unwarlike dove. But yet learning improves the in- 
nate force, and good diſcipline confirms the mind: 
whenever morals are deficient, vices diſgrace what 
is naturally good What thou oweſt, O Rome to 
the Neros, the river Metaurus is a witneſs, and the 
defeated A ſdrubal, and that day which was illuſt- 
rious by the diſpelling of darkneſs from Italy, aud 
which firſt ſmiled with benignant victory; When 
the terrible + African rode thro? the Latian cities, 
like a fire thro” the pitchy pines, or the eaſt- wind 
thro' the Sicilian waves. After this, the Roman 
youth increaſed continually in ſucceſsful exploits, | 
and temples, laid waſte by the impious outrage of 
the Carthaginians, had the ſtatues of their Gods 
fet up again And, at length, the perfidious Han- 

nibal ſaid, we, like ſtags, the prey of rapacious 
wol ves, follow of our own accord thoſe, whom to 
deceive and eſcape is a fignal triumph. That na- 
tion, which, cofled in the Etrurian waves, bravely 
tranſported their Gods, and ſons, and aged fathers, 
from the burnt Troy to the Italian cities, like an 
oak lopped by ſturdy axes in Algidus, abounding 


.* Adorea, here uſed for victery, is properly the diſtribution, - 
of corn to the ſoldiers after victory. 
"+ Havnibal, | 5 
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in duſky leaves, thro' loſſes, and thro' wounds de- 
rives ſlrength and ſpirit irom the very ſteel The 
Hydra did not with more vigour increaſe upon 
Hercules grieving to be overcome, nor did the“ 
Colchans, or the + Fchionian Thebes produce 2 
greater prodigy. Shou'd you fink it in the depth, 
it comes out more beautiful: ſhou'd vou coniend 
with it, with great glory will it overthrow tt. g gn 
queror unhurt before, and will fight batr!-s co be 
the talk ot the wives. No longer can I fer ha- 
ing meſſengers to Carthage: all the hope 14 
ſucceſs of my name is fallen, is fallen by the h 
of Aſdrubal. There is nothing but what the hands 
of the Claudian family will perſorm ; which both 
Jupiter defends with his propitious Givinity, nd 
fagacious precaution condudtts thro? the ſharp trials 
of war. | 


* Alluding to two dragons, one of Colchos, and one of The- 
bes, from the ſowing of whoſe teeth armed men came out of the 
earth, 1 vuilt yy Echion, « 
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6.0.3.5; 
To AUGUSTUS. 


That he uud return as ſoon as poſſible into the city. 


O Thou beſt guardian of the Roman people, 
who wert born under propitious Gods, you 
are abſent from us too long: after having promiſed 
a mature arrival to the ſacred council of the ſena- 
tors, return. Reſtore, O excellent general, the 
light to your country; for, like the ſpring, 
wherever your countcnance has ſhone upon the 
people, the day proceeds more agreeably, and the 
ſun has a ſuperior luſtre. As a mother with 
vows, omens, and prayers, calls for her ſon 
(whom the ſouth-wind with adverſe gales detains 
from his ſweet home, ſtaying more than a year 
beyond the Carpathian ſea) nor turns aſide her 
looks from the winding ſhore ; in like manner, 
inſpired with loyal wiſhes, bis country ſeeks for- 
Cæſar For, under your auſpices, the ox in 
ſafety traverſes the meadows Ceres nouriſhes the 
ground, and fo does abundant Proſperity: the ſai- 
lors ſkim thro' the calm ocean : and honour is * 
in dread of being cenſured, Ihe chaſte family is 
polluted by no adulteries; mora.ity and the law 


have got the better of that foul crime: the child- 


bearing women are commended tor an offspring, 
like the father; and puniſhinent preſles as a com- 


And therefore takes proper precaution againſt it. 
| panjon 


* 
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Panion upon guilt, Who can fear the Parthian ? 
who the frozen Scythian ? who the progeny that 
rough Germany produces, while Cæſar is in ſafe- 
ty ? who the war of fierce Spain ? Every man now 
marries the vine to the widow'd elm-trees; from 
hence he returns joyful to his wine, and invites 
you, as a Deity, to his ſecond courſe. Thee with 
many a prayer, thee he purſues with wine poured 
out in libation from the cups; and joins your di- 
vinity to that of his houthold Gods, in the ſame 
manner as Greece was mindful of Caſtor and the 
great Hercules. May you, O excellent general, 
beſtow a laſting feſtwity to ltaly— his is our 
language when we are ſober at the early day, this 
is our language, when we kave well drank, at the 
time the fun is beneathrthe ocean. 


2 ODE 
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o DI. 


HYMN o APOLLO. 


HOU God, whom the offspring of Niobe 
£xperienced to be an avenger of a preſump- 

tive to: ie, and the raviſher Vityos likewiſe, and 
allo the“ Lheffvlian Achilles almott the conqueror 
Gt loity 1roy, a warrior {uperior to all others, but 
unequa! te thee, tho? ſon of the Sea-gaddeſs Lhe- 
tis, be ook the Dardanian towers, encountering 
with his dicadful ſpear He, as it were a pine 
1mote with the biting ax, or a Cypreſs proſtrated 
by the eaſt wind, fell extended, and reclined his 
neck in the Lrojan duit. He wou'd nor, by being 
ihut up in a weeden hole that faltely pretended to | 
bear the tacred frites of Minerva, have ſurprized the | cit 


Trojans, reveiling in an cvil hour, and the court of 


Priam making merry with balls; but openly, inex- be 
\ orable to his captives, Uh impious! Oh!] wou'd \ 
| | have burnt ſpecchlcls babes with Grecian fires, even . 
g 1 thole concea!'d in their mother's womb :; had not 
, 


the father of the Gods, prevailed upon by your in- 
rreatics, and thoſe ut the beautcous Venus, granted 
| to the diſtreſs d affairs of Acncas, walls founded un- 
K der happicr aulpices. thou lyriſt, Phoebus, the 


| tutor of the harmonius Thalia, who bathes thy , 
{4 ' * Phtbia, w: cre Achilles was born, was a city ef Theſſaly. ; 
Wi { + 36 called from Dardai,us, the toungcr of Trey. n 
: 


locks. 
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locks in the river Xanthus, O delicate * Agyieus, 
* jupport the dignity of the Latian muſe. Phoebus 
+ gave me genius, Phoebus gave me the art of com- 
poling verſe, and the title of poet. Therefore, ye 
virgins of the firſt diſtinction, and ye youths born 
ot illuſtrious parents, ye wards of the Delian 
Goddeſs, who ſtops with her bow the flying lynxes 
and the fleeteſt ſtags, obſerve the Leſbian meaſure, 
and the t motion of my thumb; duly celebratin 
the fon of Latona ; duly celebrating the Goddeſs 
that enlightens the night with her ſhining creſcent, 
ſhe that is jo propiticus to the truits of the earth, and 
expeditious in rolling on the. precipitate months — 
Shortly, a bride you will ſay,— “ i, cxpeit io the | 
* * meaſures of the poet Horace, recited an ode 
* which was acceptable. to the Gods, when the ſe- 
| ** cular period brought on the feſtal days“ 


Apollo was ſtyled Agyicus, which ſignifies the ſtreets of 
cities, from his baving altars and ſtatues in the public Greets, 
for the ſame reaſon that Diana had her name of Trivia, from 
being worſhipped in the highways. 
| + Delos was the place of Diana's nativity. 
| t The ancients beat time with the thumb, as well as the . 
foot in the manuct we do. 
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o D E VII. 
To TORQUATUS, 


By repreſenting to him the certainty of death, he 
exhorts him to live in @ cheerful and a joyous 
manner. 452 364 8. 


H E ſnows are diſſolved away, the herbage 
now returns to the fields, and the leaves to 
the trees. The earth changes her viciſſitudes, and 
the decreaſing rivers glide along their banks; the 
elder grace, together with the nymphs and her * 


two filters, dares now naked lead up the dance. 
'Lhat you are not to expect things permanent here 
the year, and the hour that burries away the agree- | 


able day, ſufficiently convinces us. The colds are 
mitigated by the returning Zephyrs; the ſummer 
follows cloſe upon the ſpring ſhortly to die itſelf. 
as ſoon as fruitful autuma ſhall ſhed its ſtores, and 
anon ſluggiſh winter returns again. Nevertheleſs 
the quick-revolving moons repair their wainings in 
the ikies: but when we deſcend to thoſe regions 
where the pious Æucas, where Tullus and the 
wealthy Ancus have gone before us, we become no- 
thing but duſt and ſhade. Who knows whether the 
Gods above will add to this day's reckoning the 
ſpace of to=morrow? Every thing which you ſhall 
indulge to your friendly genius, ſhall eſcape the 
greedy hands of your heir. When oace, O Ter- 


There were three graces, Aglaia, Thalia and Euphroſy ne. 
quatus, 


2 
* 
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©? quatus, you ſhall be dead, and Minos ſhall have 
made his awful deciſions concerning you: not your 
family, not your cloquence, net even your piety 
ſhall reſtore you to life. For neither can Diana 
free the chaſte Hippolytus from infernal darkneſs ; 
nor is Theſeus able to break off the Lethzan fet- 

he i} ters from his dear Pirithous. 


ous 
e To MARCIUS CENSORINUS. 


22 the giſt of immeortality is in the power of the 
| poets. 
& | ; 


8. Cenſorinus, with liberal heart I would pre- 
* il ſent my acquaintance with goblets and beau- 
> | * tiful vaſes of braſs: I wou'd preſent them with 
tripods, which were the rewards of the brave Græ- 
” | cians; nor will you bear off the meaneſt of my 
* {7 donations, if ever I become rich in thoſe pieces of 
art, which either Parrhafias or Scopas produced; 
the latter in ſtatuary, the former in liquid colours, 
eminent to portray at one time the image of a man. 
at another that of a God, But 1 have no ſtore of 
this fort, nor do your * circumſtances or inclina- 
tion require any ſuch curiolities as theſe. You de- 
light in verſes : verſes I can give, and ſet a value 
on the donation. Not marbles engraved with 
public inſcriptions, by the means of which breath 


; . Cenſorinus was very wealthy, and conſequently was ſuffi» 
ciently provided with elegant furniture, 


and 


* 
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and life returns to ied evan after their 


4 
it 
* . 


deceafe ; not the precipitate flight of Hannibal, 


and his menaces retorted upon his own head ; not 
the flames of impious Carthage more eminently ſet 
forth his praiſes, who returned *, having gained a 


name from conquer'd Africa than the + Calabrian | 


muſes ; neither, ſhou'd writings be ſilent, wou'd 
you have any adequate reward for your laudable 
actions. What wou'd the fon of Mars and Ilia 
be, if invidious filence had ſtifled the merits of 
Romulus? The force, and favour, and voice ef 
powerful poets conſecrates Æacus, ſnatched from 
the Stygian floods, to the fortunate iſlands. The 
muſe forbids a praiſe-worthy man to die: the 
mule confers the happineſs of heaven. Thus la- 


borjous Hercules has a place at the long'd-for 


banquets of Jupiter: thus the + ſons of Tyndarus, 
that bright conſtellation, reſcue ſhatter'd veſſels 
from the boſom of the deep : and thus Bacchus, 
with his temples adorned with the verdant vine- 
branch, brings the prayers of his votaries to ſuc. 
ceſsful iſſues. 


= geipio, hence named Scipio Africanus. 
© + Ennius, the famous old poet, was born in Calabria. 
_ 4 Caſtor and Pollux. 
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ODE IX. 
To MARCUS LOLLIUS. 


The poet endeavours by his verſes to reſcue Lollius's 
| name from oblivion. | 
O not imagine that thoſe words will perhaps 
be loft, which I, tho” born on the far re- 
ſounding Aufidus, utter to be accompanied with 
the tyre, by arts hitherto undivulged. If Mzonian 
Homer does poſſeſs the firſt rank, yet the Pindaric 
and “ Ceian muſes, and the menacing ſtrains of 
Alczus, and the majeſtic ones of Steſichorus, are 
by no means obſcure : neither, if Anacreon, tho” 
long ago and ever ſo lightly ſung any thing, hath 
time deſtroyed it ; even now breathes the love, 
and live the ardours of the + /Eolian maid, com- 
mitted to her Iyre. The Lacedemonian Helen is 
not the only fair who hath been inflamed by ad- 
miring the delicate ringlets of a gallant, and gar- 
ments embroidered with gold, and courtly accom- 
- pliſhments, and retinue ; or was leucer the firſt 
that directed arrows from the Cydonian bow: 
Troy was more than once haraſſcd; the great Ido- 
meneus and Sthenelus were not the only heres that 
® fought bartles worthy to be recorded by the muſes : 
Ihe fierce Hector or the itrenuous Diephobus were 
not the firſt that received heavy blows in defence of 
4 virtuous wives and children: many brave men 


2 


4 »Simonides was a Ccian + Sapphe. 


lived 
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lived before Agamemnon ; but all them, unla- 
mented and unknown, are overwhelmed with end- 
leſs obſcurity, becauſe they were deſtitute of a ſa- 
cred bard. Valour, uncelebrated, differs but little 


from cowardice when in the grave.—I will not 


therefore, O Lollius, paſs you over in filence, un- 


celebrated in my writings, or ſuffer envious for- 
getfulneſs with impunity to fieze ſo many glorious 


toils of yours. You have a mind ever prudent in 


the conduct of affairs, and licady alike amidſt ſue- 
ceſs or danger: You are an avenger of avaritious 
fraud, and proof againſt money, that attracts e- 
very thing by its influence; and a conſul not of 
the year only, but as often as the good and 

right magiſtrate has preferr'd the honourable to 


the profitable, and has rejected with a diſdainful A 
brow, the bribes of wicked men, and, triumphant 


thro' oppoſing bands, has diſplay'd the arms of his 


integrity. You cannot with propriety. call. him _ 
happy, that poſſeſſes much; he more juſtly claims 


the title of happy man, who well underſtands how 
to make a wiſe uſe of the gifts of the Gods, and 
how to bear ſevere poverty, and dreads a reproach- 
ful action worſe than death: ſuch a man as this 
is not afraid to periſh in defence of his dear friends, 
or his country. 


PER EO DET IPO OE. 
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O D E X. 
To LIGURIN US. 


The poet adviſes him not to be tes fond of his fine 
perſon. 


Cruel ſtill, and till prevalent in the endow- 

ments of beauty, when an unexpected plume 
ſhall come upon your vanity, and thoſe locks, 
which now play looſely on your ſhoulders, ſhall fall 
off, and that colour, which is now preferable to 
the bloſſom of the damaſk roſe, changed, O Ligu- 
rinus, {hall turn into a wrinkled face; then will 
you ſay, (as often as you ſce yourſelf quite another 
perſon in the looking- glaſs) alas why was not my 
preſent inclination the ſame when I was young ? or 
why do not my former cheeks return uaimpaired 
to theſe my preſent ſentiments ? 


R 2 ODE 
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O D E KI. 
. To PHTLLIS. 


He invites her te an entertainment on Macenas's 
birth day. | 


HYLLIS, I have-a cafk full of Albanian wine, 
upwards of nine years old; I have, id my 
garden parſley for the weaving of chaplets; I 
have a great plenty of ivy, with which, when. you 
have bound you hair, you look ſo gay; the houſe 
ſhines cheertuliy with plate: the altar, bound with 
chaſte vervain, longs to be ſpripkled wzth the blood 
of a ſacrificed lamb: all hands are buſy: my 
girls and boys in buly preparation, fly about from 
place to place; the flames quiver, rolling on their 
pointed ſummit the ſooty ſmoak. But yet that you 
know to what juys you are invited; the Ides are 
to be celebrated by you, the day which divides 
April, the“ month ot ſea-born Venus; a day, 
with reaſon to be ſolemnized by me, and almoſt 
morc ſacred to me than that of my own birth 
ſince from this day my dear Mæcenas reckons his 
flowing years. A rich and buxoa girl hath poſ- 
tefled herſelf of Velephus, a youth above your 
rank; and the holds him faſt by an agreeable fet- 


The grand fcſtival of Veaus was celebrated in this month. 


ter 


| C 423. 

ter., Conſumed Phaeton ſtrikes terror into ambi- 
tious hopes, and the winged Pegaſus, not ſtomach- 
ing to bear the earth-born rider Bellerophon, af- 
fords a terrible example, that you ought always to 
purſue things that are ſuitable to you; and that 
you ſhould avoid a diſproportioned match, by think- 
ing it a crime to entertain a hope beyond what is 
allowable. Come then, thou laſt of my loves (for 
hereafter I ſhall burn tor no other woman) learn 
with me fuch meaſures, as you may recite with 


your lovely voice: our gloomy carcs ſhall be mi- 
Ggated with an ode. 


O D E XII. 
'To VIRGIL. 


| Horace invites him to ſupper, upon conſideraticu 


tat be brings ſomething towards the entertain= 
ment along with him, 


s 
4 


HE * Thracian breezes, thoſe attendants on 

the ſpaipg, that moderate the raging ſca, 

now fill the fails ; now neither are the meadows 
Riff with froſt, ner roar the rivers, ſwollen with 


winter's ſnow. The unhappy Þ bird, that pitcouſly 

| bemoans the fate of Itys, and is the eternal diſgrace 
7 of the houſe of Cecrops; becauſe ſhe wickedly re- 
venged the cruel libertics that kings will abe, n now 
1 Zephyrs blowing frem Thrade. 


1 The ſwallow into which Progne was metamorphoſed for 
revenging the rape of Philomela, by ſerving up Teucer's ſon 

u to him in a banquet, 
builds 
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builds her neſt. The keepers of the ſheep play 
tunes upon the pipe amidſt the tender herbage, 
and deligit that * God, to whom flocks and the ; 
thady hills of Arcadia are agreeable. The time ; 
of year, O Virgil, has brought on a drowth : but 
if you deſire to quaff wine from the Calenian 
_ preſs, you that are a conſtant companion of young 
noblemen, muſt earn your liquor by bringing ſome 
ſpikeuard: a ſmall box of ſpikenard ſhall draw 
out a caſk, which now lies in the Sulpician ſtore- 
houſe, bounteous in the indulgence of freſh hopes, 
and efficacious in the waſhing away the bitterneſs 1 
of care. Lo which joys if you haſten, come inſtant- | 
ly with your e I do not intend to dip | 
you in my cups ſcot- free, like a man of wealth in 
a houſe abounding with plenty. But however, lay 
aſide delay, and the defire of gain; and, mindful 
of the gloomy funeral flames, intermix, while you 
may, your grave ſtudics with a little light gaiety: 
tis delightful to give a looſe on a proper occaſion. 


Fan. 
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O D E XIII. 


To L ICE. 


He inſults her on being the contempt of the young 
fellows. | 


HE Gods have heard wy prayers, oh Lyce,— 

oh Lyce, the Gods have heard my prayers : 

you are become an old woman, and yet you would 
have the appearance of a beauty; and you wanton 
j and drink in an audacious manner; and when ia 
for it, ſolicit tardy Cupid with an #ffeQted quavering 
of voice. He baſks in the charming cheeks of the 
blooming Chia, who is a proficient oa the lyre. 
The teazing urchin flies over blaſted oaks, and 
ſtarts back at the ſight of you, becauſe foul teeth, 
becauſe wrinkles and ſnowy hair render you odi- 
ous. Now neither Coan purples, nor ſparkling 
jewels reſtore thofe years, which winged time has 
inſerted in the public annals. Whither is beauty 
gone ? alas' or whither your bloom? Whither your 
graceful deportment ? What have you remaining 
of her, of her, who breathed loves, and raviſhed 
me from myſelf ? Happy in accompliſhments next 
to Cynara, and diſtinguiſhed for an aſpect of 
graceful delicacies : but, the fatcs granted but a 
few years to Cynara, intending to. preſerve = A 
. ong 


— 
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long time Lyce to be a rival in years with the aged 
raven: that the fervid young fellows might vilit, 
not without exceſſive laughter, that torch, which 
once fo brightly ſcorched, now reduced to aſhes. 


o DE XV. 
To AUGUSTUS. 


He efcribes the victory of Druſus over the Vinde- 
ici, and more eſpecially that of Tiberius over the 
Rheœti, to the auſpices and ſucceſs of Auguſtus. 


3 | 
K7 HAT zeal of the ſenators, or what of the 
Y Y Roman people, by decrecipg the moſt ample 
honours, can eternize your virtues, O Auguſtus, 
monumental inſcriptions, and laſting reconds ? 
thou, wherever the ſun illuminates the habitable 


regions, greateſt of princes, whum- the Vindelici, 


that never experienced the Roman ſway, have 
lately learned how powerful you are in war. For 
Druſus, by means of your ſoldiery, has more than 
once bravely overthrown the Genauni, an impla- 
cable race, and the rapid Brcuni, and the citadels 
fituated on the tremendous Alps. The * elder of 
the Noroes ſoon after fought a terrible battle, and 
by your propitious auſpices, ſmote the ferocious 
Rbcoti ; bow worthy of admiratiou in the field of 
battle, to ſee with what deſtruction he oppreſſed the 
brave hearts devoted to voluntary death: juſt as the 


* Tiberius. 


ſouth 
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ſouth works the untameable waves, when the my. 
Nic dance of the Pleiades cleaves the clouds; ſo is 
he ſtrenuous to annoy the troops of the enemy,and 
to drive his eager ſeed thro' the midſt of flames. 
Thus the bull- formed (or branching) Aufidus, who 
waſhes the dominions of the Apulian Daunus, rolls, 
when he rages and meditates an horrible deluge to 
the cultivated lands; when Claudius overthrew, 
with impetuous might. the iron ranks of the bar. 
barians, and by mowing down both front and rear, 
ſtrewed the ground victorious, without ſuſtainin 
any loſs on his fide; through your "upplying him 
with troops, you with councils, and your own 
bender powers. For, on that day, when the 
uppliant Alexandria opened her ports and deſerted 
court, fortune, propitious to you in the third lu- 
ſirum+, has put a happy period to the war, and 
has aſcribed freſh praiſe, and the only + wiſh'd-for 
hononr to the victories already obtained. O thou 
dread guardian of Italy and imperial Rome, thee 
the Spaniard, till now unconquer'd and the Mede, 
and Indian; thee the vagrant Scythian admires 
thee both the Nile who conceals his fountain- 
heads, and the Danube; thee the rapid Tigris 
thee the monſter-bearing ocean that roars againſt 
the remote Britons; thee the region of Gaul, fear- 
leſs of death, and that of hardy Iberia obeys; thee 
the Sicambrians, who delight in ſlaughter, laying 
aſide their arms, revere. 


be ancient painters and ſculptors uſed to give horns to 
the images of their River-gods + See note to ode iv book ii. 

$ This victory obtained by Tiberius, left the world in peace, 
and Rome no more te wiſh for. 
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0 D XV. 
To AUGUSTUS, on the reſtoration of peace. 


HOE BUS chided me, when I was meditating 

to ſing of battles and conquered cities on the 
lyre ; that I might not ſet my little ſails along the 
vaſt Tyrhenian ſea. Your age, oh Cæſar, has both re- 
ſtored plenteous crops to the fields and has brought 
back to our * Jupiter the Roman ſtandards, torn 
from the proud pillars of the Parthians ; and has 
ſhur up the temple of Janus founded by Romulus, 
now free from war: and has impoſed a due diſci- 
pline upon headſtrong licentiouſneſs and has extir- 
pated crimes and recalled the ancient arts; by 
which the Latine name and ſtrength of Italy have 
increaſed, and the fame and majelty of the empire 
is extended from the ſun's weſtern bed, even to the 
caſt. While Cæſar is at the head of affairs, neither 
civil rage, nor violence, ſhall diſtarb the general 
tranquility; nor hatred which forges ſwords, and 
ſe:s -t variance unhappy ſtates Not thoſe, who 
d: ik of the deep Danube, ſhall now break the Ju- 
lian edicts; not the Getz, not the Seres, or the 
perfidious Perſians, nor thoſe born upon the river 


® The temple of Jupiter Capitolinus. 
Tanais. 


. 


Tanais. And let us both on common and feſtal 
days, amidſt the gifts of joyous Bacchus, together 
with our wives and familics, having firſt duly 
invoked the Gods, celebrate, after the manner of 
our anceſtors, with ſongs accompanied with Lydian 
Pipes, our late valiant commanders, and Trey, 
and Anchiſes, and the offspring of benign Venus. 


8 2 ODE * 


HORACEs EPODES; 
OR, THE 

F17 T8-2-0 0 
OF THE 


O D E 8. 


O D E I, 
To M.ACENAS. 


Horace ofers to accompany him en his departure 
for the Actian expedition. 


burnian gallics amongſt the tow'ring forts of 
Antony's large thips, ready at your own ha- 
zard to undergo any of Cæſar's dangers. What ſhall 
Ido? to whom lite may indeed be agreeabl: if you 
ſurvive, but, if otherwile, it will be inſupportable. 
Whether (hall I at your commands pur lue my cafe, 
which cannot be pleaſing unleſs in your company? 
or ſhaii 1 endure this toil with 1uch a courage as 
becomes uneffeminate men to bear ! will bear it 4 
an 


You will go, my friend Mzcenas, with Li- 
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and with an intrepid ſoul will 1 follow you, cither 
thro' the ſummits of the Alps, and the inhoſpitable 
Caucaſus, or to the furtheſt weſtern bay. You may 
perhaps, how I, unwarlike and infirm, can 
aſſiſt your labours by mine ? while J am your com- 
panion 1 ſhall be in leſs anxiety, which takes poſ- 
{cfſion of the abſcat in a greater meaſure. As the 
bird that has unfledged young, is in a greater 
d _dread of ſerpents approaches, when they are left; 
\ Not chat if ſhe ſhould be preſent when they 
\ came, ſhe could be of any more ſervice, Not only 
dis, but every other war ſhould be cheertully em- 
braced by me for the hopes of your favour ; and 
this not that my ploughs ſhou'd labour yoked to a 
greater number of teams of mine own oxen ; or 
that my cattle before the ſcorching dog- ſtar, ſhou'd 
change the Calabrian for the Lucanian paſtures ; 
neither that my white country box ſhould reach 
(appraach in magnificence) the * Circzan walls of 
lofty Tuſculum. Your generoſity has already en- 
.riched me enough, and more than cnough: 1 ſhall 
never wiſh to amaſs, what cither, like the miſer 
Chremes in the play, I may bury in the earth, or 
luxuriouſly ſquander, like a prodigal cake, 


. Circzan, beeauſe. Tuſculum was built by Telegenus the ſon 
of Circe.--->- Telegoni jute parricida, 
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O D E II. 


The PRAISES of a CouNrRT LIFE. 


Alphius the uſurer, weary at it were with his craft 
praiſes a country life ; but ſhortly overcome with 
avarice, he returns to his natural bent, and his 
old way of living. walk 

APPY the man, who, remote from buſi- 
neſs after the manner of the ancient race 
of mortals, cultivates his paternal lands with his 
own oxen, diſengaged from every kind of uſury 
he is neither alarmed with the horrible trumpet, as 
a ſoldier, nor dreads he the angry ſea ; he ſhuns 
both the bar, and the proud portals of the men in 
power. Wherefore he either weds the lofty pop- 
lars to the mature branches of the vine; or lop- 
ping off the uſeleſs boughs with his pruning-knife 
he ingrafts more fruitful ones; or takes a proſpect 
of the herds of his lowing cattle wandering about 
in a lonely vale; or ſtores his honey, prefied from 
the cms, in clean veſſels; or ſhears his tender 
ſheep. Or, when Autumn has lifted up in the 
ficlds his head adorned with mellow fruits, how 
glad is he while he gathers the pears grafted by 


Himſelf, and the grape that vies with the purple, 


with which he may recompenſe thee, Oh Priapus, 
and theg, father Silvanus, the guardian of his 
boundaries] ſometimes he delights to lic under an 
aged holm-tree, ſometimes on the matted graſs : 
mean while the waters glide down from ſteep 
clefts; the birds warble in the woods; and the 


fountains murmur with their purling ſtreams, 
which 
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which invites on gentle ſlumbers. But when the 
wintry ſeaſon of the * tempeſtuous air prepares 
rains and ſnows, he either puſhes the fierce boars, 
with dogs on every ſide, into the intercepting toils; 
or ſpreads his thin nets with the ſmooth pole, as a 
ſnare for the voracious thruſhes ; or catches in his 
gin the timorous hare, or that ſtranger the crane, 
pleaſing rewards for his labour. Amongſt ſuch joys 
as theſe, who does not forget theſe miſchieveus 
anxieties, which are the property of love? But if 
a chaſte wife, aſſiſting on her part inthe management 
of the houſe, and beloved children, (ſuch as is the 
Sabine, or the ſun- burnt ſpouſe of the induſtrious 
Appulian) piles up the + ſacred hearth with old 
wood juſt at the approach of her weary huſband; 
and, ſhutting up the fruitful cattle in the woven 
hurdles, ſhe milks dry their diſtended udders; and, 
drawing this year's wine out of a well-ſeaſoned 
caſk, prepares the unbought collation ; not the 
Lucrine oyſters cou'd delight me more, or the tur- 
bot, or the ſcar, ſhou'd the tempeſtuous winter 
drive any from the Eaſtern floods to this fea : not 
the turkey, nor the Aftatic wild fowl, can come 
into my ſtomach more agreeable, than the olive 
gather'd from the richeſt bianches of the trees, or 
the ſorrel, that loves the meadows. or mallows, ſa- 
lubrious for a ſickly body, or a lamb ilain at the 


' * Thondering Jupiter: but as thunder is the leaſt frequent 
in winter, and Jupiter, it has been above ebſcrved, frequently 
ſignifies the air, the expreſſion may perhaps be beſt underſtood 
of the loud Hurricanes and the general troubled ſlate of the at- 
moſphere in the winter ſeaſon. 

+ The Roman hearths were doubly ſacred, firſt, to their 
houſhold Gods, and ſecondly to Veſta, | 


feaſt 
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fcaſt of the God “ Terminus, * a kid juſt reſcued 
from the wolf. Amidſt theſe dainties, how it 
pleaſes one to ſee the well fed ſheep haſtening 
home | to ſee the weary oxen, with drooping neck, 
dragging the inverted plough-ſhare; and numerous 
{laves, the teſt of a rich family, ranged about the 
. ſmiling houſehold Gods; when Alphius the uſur- 
er, now on the point of turning countryman, had 
ſaid all this, he collected in all his money ou the 


+ Ides ;-—-and endeavours to put it out again at 
the 4 Calends. = 


0 D E X 
To ME CEN A8. 


He expreſſes his averſion to garlic. 


F any perſon at any time with an impious hand 
1 has broke his aged father's neck, let him, by 
way of puniſhment, eat garlic, more baneful 
than hemlock. Oh the hardy bowels of the 
mowers | what poiſon is this that rages in my en- 
trails ? has viper's blood, infuſed in theſe herbs, 
deceived me ? or has Canidia meddled with this 
vile food ? When Medea, beyond all the other Ar- 
gonauts, admired their handſome leader, ſhe a- 
nointed Jaſon with this as he was going to tie the 
unexperienced yoke on the fiery bulls: and having 
revenged herſelf on Jaſon's || miſtreſs by making 
»The tutelar God of their boundari:s. + The middle of one 
menth {+ The beginning of another. 4 Creuſa. 
= | | her 
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ker preſents beſmeared with this, fhe flew away 
on ber winged dragon. Never did the ſtreaming; 
influence of any conſtellation ſo raging as this reſt 
upon the thirſty Apulia, nor did the gift of De- 
jamira burn hotter upon the ſhoulders of the la- 
borious Hercules But if ever, facetious Mwxce- 
nas, you ſhou'd have a deſire for any ſuch {tuff a- 
gain, 1 wiſh that your girl may oppoſe her hand 
to your kiſs, and lic at the furtheſt part of the bed. 


ODE IV. 


On a certain perſon, who, ſrom a laue, being made 
« military tribuue, was to have the command of 
one part of the fleet of the [riumviri 


A great an enmity as is allotted by nature to 
wolves and lambs, ſo great a one have 1 to 
thee thou that art galled at thy fide with Spaniſh 
cords, and on thy legs with the pincing fetter. 
Though, purſe-proud with your riches, you lirut 
along, yet fortune does not alter your low birth. 
Do you not obſerve when you are meaſuring the. 
* ſacred way with a robe twice three ells long, 
how a moſt open indignation diſtorts the faces of 
thoſe that paſs and repaſs? Mind this fellow 
(fay they) cut with the trinmvirs' whips even til 
the beadle was ſick of his office, he cultivates a 
thouſand acres of Falernian land, and wears out the 
A ppian road with his p1anciog nags; and, in deſpite 
of Ocho, ſits in the lirſt rows of the Circus as a 


Vis facra, the grand ſtreet that led to the Capitol, 
+ Reſcius Otho made a law by which the cats of the Roman 
kuights in the Citcus was 1cgulated, 


'C Kuignt 
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knight of diſtindtion. To what purpoſe is it that 
ſo many brazen-beaked ſhips of immenſe bulk 
ſhou'd be had out againſt pirates and a band of 
flaves, while this, this tellow is a military tribune? 


O V. 
The imprecations of a boy againſt the witch Canidia. 


3 T, oh whatever power of the Gods rules 
the earth and human race, what means this 
tumult? and what the hideous looks of all theſe 
old hags, fixed upon me alone? I conjure thee by 
thy children (if invoked Lucina was cver preſent 
at any real birth Cf yours), I conjure thee by this 
empty honour of my * purple, and by Jupiter, 
who muſt diſapprove theſe preceedings; why do you 
look at me like a ſicp-mother, or as a wild beaſt 
{tricken with a dart ? While the boy made theſe 
complaiuts with a faultering voice, he ſtood, with 
his + badges of diſtinction taken from him, a deli- 
cate body, ſuch as might ſoften the impious breaſts 
of the lavage Thracians: Canidia, having her 
hair and uncombed head interwoven with little 
vipers, orders wild fig-trees torn up from groves, 
orders funeral cyprefles, and eggs beimeared with 
the gore of a loathlome toad, and feathers of the 
nocturnal fcreech-owl, and thoſe berbs, which 
+ lolchos and Spain, fruitful in poifons, tranſ- 


+ The toga prætexta, which the children of the nobility wore, 
was berdered with purple 

1 The toga prætexta, and the bulla, which latter was a piece 
of gold or ſilver, made in the ſhape of an keart. 

44A town in Theſſaly. 


mits, 


. 
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mits, and bones, ſnatched from the mouth of 2 
hungry bitch, to be burnt in “ Colchian flames. 
But dSagana, tucked up for expedition, ſprink— 
ling the waters of + Avernus all over the houie, 


'brittles up with her rough hair, like a 1ca- 


urchin, or a boar puriued. Veia, deterred by no 
remorſe of conſcience, groaning with the toil, dug 
up the ground with the Frarp ſpade : where the 
boy, fixed in, might long be tormented to death 
at the ſight of tood varicd two or three times in a 
day, while he ſtood out with bis face, juſt as 
much as bodies iuſpended by the chin in ſwimming 
project from the watcr, that his parched marrow 
and dry'd liver might be a charm tor love; when 
once the pupils ot his eyes had waſtcd away by 
being fixed on the forbidden food Both the 
idle Napics, and every neighbouring town believed, 
that Folia of Arminium, a witch of malculine 
luſt, was not ablent from thele rites; ſhe who 


with her Theſſalian incantations, forces the charm- 


ed conltellations and the moon trom heaven. 
Here the tell Canidia, gnawing her unpaired thumb 
with her livid teeth, what ſaid the ? or what did the 
not ſay? Oh ye faithtul witnefles to my proceedings, 
Night, and Diana, who prefides o'er ſiience, when the 
{ccret myſteries are celebrated; now, now be pre- 


* Colchian, ſuch as Medea of Colchos mad: uſe of, that is, 


according te art. 


ft Avernus was a lake in Campania, whoſe waters were held 


facred to the infernal Dcities. 
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ſent: and turn your anger and power againſt the 
houſes of our enemies; While the wild beaſts lie 
hid in the gloomy woods, diſſolved in ſweet re- 
pole : let the dogs of the“ Suburra, (which may 
be a matter of ridicule for every body) bark at the 
vid fornicator, bedaubed with eſlence ſuch as my 
hands never made any mare exquiſite. What is 
the matter ? why are theſe compoſitions leſs effi- 
cacious than thoſe of that barbarian Medea? by 
the means of which the made her eſcape, after 
having revenged herſelf on Jaſon's haughty mil- 
trets, the daughter of the mighty Creon; when 
the garment, a gitt that was infected with poiſon, 
took off his new bride by its intlammatory power. 
And yet no herb nor root latent in inacceſſible 
places ever eſcaped my notice. Nevertheleſs, 
he ſleeps in the eflenced bed of every harlot, from 
his torgetfulneſs of me. Ha, ha! he walks in ſe- 
curiiy, iet tree from my power by the charms of 
ſome more powertul witch. Varus, (oh you are a 
perſon that will ſhortly have much to lament!) thou 
ihalt come back to me by the means of vanulual 
ſpells : nor ſhall you return to yourſelf by all the 
power of + Marhan inchantments. I will prepare 
a ſtronger philtre: | will pour in that ſtronger 
philire to you, diſdainful as you are: and the 
heaven ſhall ſubſide below the tea, with the earth 
extended over it, ſooner than you ſhall not burn 
with a love for me, in the fame manner as this 
puch burns in the footy flames. At theſe words 


* Suburra, a ſtreet in Rome inhabited by the lewer claſs of 
people, and a notorious neſt for barlots. 


+ Marfus was a fon of the forcercls Ciros. 
| the 


4 * 
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the boy no longer attempted, as before, to move 
impious hags, by ſoothing expreffions; but doubt- 
ful in what manner he ſhou'd break ſilence, ut- 


ter'd “ Lhyeltean imprecations. Potions ( /ays he) 


have a great efficacy in confounding right and 
wrong, but are not able to invert the condition 
lot of human nature; I will perſecute you with 
curles : and that execrating deteſtation is not to be 
expiated by any victim. Moreover, when doom- 
ed by you to death I ſhall have expired, I will at- 
tend you as a nocturnal fury; and a ghoſt, I will 
attack your faces with my hooked talons; for 
ſuch is the power of thoſe divinitics, the Manes) 
and brooding upon your reſtleſs breaſts, Iwill de- 
prive you ot repole by terrible viſions. And then 
the mob, trom village to village, aflaulting you on 
every {ide with ſtones, ſhall demolith all you filthy 
hags. Finally, the wolves and 4 Eſquilian vultures 
ſhall ſcatter abroad your unburied limbs. Nor thall 


this ſpectacle eſcape the obſer vation of my parents, 
which alas, muſt now ſurvive me. 


® Thyeſtean, ſuch execratiens as Thycſtes made uſe of to his 
brother Atreus. Vid. den Trag. | 


t Mnnes, the genuiſes of the dead, who had a kind of dis 
vinity aſcribed to them. 
4 The tfſquiliz were the public burying places, and alſe 


where the criminals were cxpolcd after ex;cution, and conlee 
guecutly the reſoit of birds of prey, 
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ODE VI. 


Againſt Cass1Us SEVERUS. 


Horace threatens to revenge him/el/ en him for hls 
malediftions. 


HOU cur, that art a coward againſt wolves, 
why do you perſecute innocent ſtrangers ? 
why do you not, it you can, turn your empty 
yelpings hither, and attack me, who will bite a- 
gain? tor, like a maſtiff, or tawny greyhound, that 
is a friendly aſſiſtant to thepherds, I will drive with 
erected ears thro' the deep ſnovs every brute that 
thail go before me. As for you, when you have fill'd 
the grove with your tremendous barking,you ſmell 
at the food that is thrown to you. Have a care, 
have a care: for, very bitter againit bad men, I ex- 
ert my horns ever ready for aflault; like “ him that 
was rejected as a ſon-in-law by the perfidious Ly- 
cambes, or the 4 latiric enemy of Bupalus. What, 
if auy cur attack me with malignant tooth, ſhall I 
only blubber like a boy that is incapable of reven- 
ging himſelf? 


* Lycambes broke his word with the poet Archilochus, with 
regard to iis daughter Neobule; upon which Archiloehus com- 
poted ſo tevere a ſatire againſt him, that beth he and his 
daughter anged themſel ves in deſpair. 

t 6upaius, a celebrated painter, having ridiculed the perſen 
of the poet Hipponax, by a portraiture he made of him, the 
vard in return wrote a moſt bitter invective againſt him, 


ODE 


— oro 8 
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O P E VII. 
To the Roman People. 
On their renewing the civil war. 


Hither, whither impious are you ruſhing ? 


ſo lately ſheathed ? is there then too little of Ro- 
man blood fpilt upon land and fea ? and this, not 
that the Romans might burn the proud towers of 
envious Carthage, or that the Britains. hitherto 
unaſſailed, might go down the Sacred Way bound 
in chains: but that, agrceably to the wiſhes of the 
Parthians, this city may fall by its own ſtrength. 
And yet this barbarous method of fighting never 
obtained even amongſt either wolves or ſavage 
lions, unleſs againſt a different ſpecies. Does blind 
phrenzy or your ſuperior valour, or ſome crime, 
hurry you on at this rate ? anſwer me. Theyare 
filent—and livid paleneſs infects their countenance, 
and their ſtricken fouls are ſtupificd. This is the 
caſe; a cruel fatality, and the crime of fratricide, 
have diſquieted the Romans, from that time when 
the blood of the innocent “ Remus, to be expiated 
by his deſcendants, was ſpill'd upon the carth. 


* He was flain by his brother Remulus, for ridiculing his 
wall by leaping over it, 


ODE 


or why are the ſwords drawa that were 
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O D E VIII. 
Upon a Wanton Old Woman. 


AN you, grown rank and old, aſk what un- 

nerves my vigour? when your teeth are black, 
and old age withers your brow with wrinkles 
and whoſe back ſinks between your ſtaring hip- 
bones, like that of an uphealthy cow. Bur, for- 
ſooth ! your breaſt and your fallen cheſt—full well 
reſembling a broken- backed horſe, provokes me; 
and a body flabby, and feeble knees ſupported by 
ſwollen legs. May you be happy: and may trium- 
phal ſtatues * adorn your funeral proceſſion : and 
may no matron appear ia public abounding with 
richer pearls, What follows, becauſe the bookiſh 
ſtoics ſometimes love to indulge on ſilken pillows? 
are unlearned conſtitutions the leſs robuſt ? or are 
their limbs leſs ſtout ? but for you to raiſe an ap- 
petite in a ſtomach that is nice, it is neceſſary that 
you exert every art of language. 


® Therc was a privilege, termed the right of images, whick 
permitted the ſtatues of ſuch anceſtors of the deceaſed as had becu 
dignified by public honours, to be carried in the funeral proce- 
Con. | 


* 
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To MA CEN A838. 


Horace celebrates the ſucceſſes that preceded the 
viftory at Act. um. 


HEN, oh happy Macenas, ſhall I, overjoy- 
ed at Czlar's being victorious, drink with 
you nder the ſtately dome (tor ſuch is the will 


of Jupiter) the Cæcuban reſerved for fettal enter- 


tainments, whilit the lyre plays a tune, accompa- 
nied with flutes, hat in the Doric, theſe in the Phry- 
gian meaſure? as lately; when the“ Neptunian 
admiral, driven from the ſca, and his navy buracd 
fl. J, after having menaced thoſe chains to Rome, 
which, like a friend, he had taken off from perſidi- 
ous ſlaves. The Roman ſoldiers (alas! ve, our po— 
ſteriiy, will deny the fact) enflaved to a F woman 
carries paliſadoes and arms, and cau be ſubſer viene 
to haggard eunuchs: and amongſt the military 
ſtandards, oh ſhamel the tun beholds an Egyplian 
canopy. indignant at this, the Gauls rurnid iwo 
thouſand of their cavalry, proclaiming Cxiar: and 
the ſhips of the hoſtile navy. going off to the left, 
ly by in port. Hail thou God of triumph; you 


that delay the trivmphal honours ot po'den cha- 


riots, and untouched heifers. Hail, thou God of 
triumph! you ncicher brought back a general equal 
to Cæſar from the Juguthioe war; nor from the 


* Purpey the Great had been a very ſucceſsful admiral, 
which gave young Pompey the hint to liyle bia:felf the fon «ff 
Nep: une. + Cicopatia. 


African 
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African war, him, whoſe valour raiſed him a mo- 
nument by conquer'd Carthage. Our ene my, over- 
thrown both by land and ſea, has chang'd his 
purple veſtments for mourning, And now he ei- 
ther ſeeks Crete, famous for her hundred cities, 
ready to ſail with the winds unfavourable, or the 
Syrics hai aſſcd by the ſouth; or elſe is driven by 
the uncertain ſea. Bring hither, boy, larger bowls, 
and the Chian or Leſbian wine; or what may cor- 
rect this rifing qualm of mine, fill me out of the Cæ- 
cuban. is my pleaſure io diſſipate care and an- 
xiety for Cæſar's danger with delicious wine. 


N 
Againſt M VIU S. 


Horace wiſhes that he may ſuffer ſhipwreck. 


HE veſſel that carries the loathſome Mzvius 
makes her departure with an unlucky o- 

men. Be mindful, oh ſouth- wind, that you buffet 
it about with horrible billows. May the gloomy 
caſt, turning up the fea, diſperſe its cables and 
broken oars. Let the north ariſe in as mighty fury 
as when he rives the quivering oaks on the lofty 
mountains; nor let a friendly ſtar appear through 
the ipifly night, in which the baleful Orion ſets : 


nor let him be convey'd in a calmer ſea, than was 


the 


Coe 


1 

the Grecian band of „n when Pallas 
turn'd her rage fiom burned Lroy to the ſhip of 
impious “ Ajax. O what a fweat is coming upoh 
your ſailors, and what a fallow paleneſs upon you, 
and that effeminate wailing, and thoſe prayers to 
unregarding Jupiter; when the Ionian bay, roar- 
ing with the tempeſtuous ſouth-welt, thall break 
your keel; but, if extended along the winding 
more, you ſhall delight the cormorants as a dainty 
prey, à laſcivious he-goat, and an ewe-lamb, ſhall 
be ſacrificed to the tempeſts. 


O D E XI. 
To PET TI US. 


Horace is /i much in hue, that he cannot apply him- 
elf to the ſtudy of poetry. 


T* by no means. oh Peitius, delights me; as 
heretofore, to write Lyric verſcs, being ſmidten 
with cruel love; with love, who takes picalure to 


inflame me beyond others, either youths, or dai 


deus. | his is the third December, that has thaken 
the leafy honours from the woods, tince I ccalud 
to be mad tor Inachia Ah me; (tor lam athamed 


of ſo great a misfortune) what a ſubject ot talk 


was 4 thro' the whole city | repcut too ot tne 
Entertainments, that 1 frequented, at which boti a 
languithing, and tiience, and lighe, beaved nom 
the bottom of my breatt, have ditcyver d the lover. 


» Ajax Oileus, who debauched Caſſandra in the temp.c of Pal- 
las, which raiſed the indignation of that Goddets aga!nit him, 


U 2 Then, 
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Ther, as ſoon as the indelicate God, Bacchus, by 
f ronger wine than oidinai y, had removed, as I grew 
wart, the fecre's of mz heart from their repoſitory, 
made my complaints, thus lamenting to you, "that 
** the faireſt getmus of a poor man hath no weight 
** againſt wealthy lucre.” Wherefore, if a gene- 
10us indignation thou'd bil in my breaſt, inſomuch 
us to diſperſe to th winds theſe difayrecable (2% 
ſfeothing) applications, that give no eaſe to the deſpe- 
rate wound; then the ſhame of being overcome, end- 
ing, ſhall cerfe to conteſt with rivals of ſuch a ſort. 
When I, wiih great gravity, had applauded theſe 
reſalutions in your preſence, being ordered by you to 
go home, I was carried with 'a wangdering foot, to 
poſts, alas l to me not friendly, and, alas! obdu- 
rate gates; againſt which I bruiſed my loins and 
tide. Now my engagements with the delicate 
Lyciſcus engroſſes all my time: from them neither 
the unt eſer ved admonitions, nor the ſerious repre- 
henlions of other friends, can recal me to my for- 
mer taitc for poetry ;—but, perhaps, either a new 
flame for ſome berutiful damſel, or the more win- 
ning addreſs of ſome new acquaintance may. 


O D t XII. 
Upon an ola Woman. 


H A T would you be at, you woman fitter 

for the ſwarthy u.onl(icrs ? why do you ſend 
tokens, why billet-doux to me, and not to ſome 
vigorous youth, and of -a taſte not nice? For I 
am one who diſcern a Polypus, or fetid rammineſs, 
however concealed, more quickly than the keeneſt 
dog the covert of the boar. What ſweatineſs, and 


how 


* 
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tow rick an odour, every where riſes from her 
wicher'd lin.bs ; when the ſtrives to lay her furious 
rage with impoſſibilitics ; now ſhe bas no longer 
the advantage of moilt coſmetics, and her colour 
appears as if ſtained with crocodilian ordure; and 
now, in wild impetuoſity, ſhe tears her bed, bed- 
ding, and all ſhe has. She attacks even my 
loathipgs in the moſt angry terms — you are al- 
ways leſs dull with Inachy than me; iv her com- 
pany you are threetold complaiſance; but you are 
cver unprepared to oblige me in a ſingle inſtance, 
Leſbia, who firſt recommended you-—1o unfit a 
help in time of need, may ſhe lead apes in hell: 
when Coan Amyntas paid me his addreiles ; who 
is ever as conſtant in his fair-one's ſer vice, as the 
young tree to the. hill it grows on. For whom 
were laboured the flecces ot the richeſt lyrian=dye? 
for you? even ſo that there was not one in com- 
pany, amongſt gentlemen of your own rank, whom 
his own wife admired preferably to you; oh un- 
happy me, whom you fly, as the lamb dreads the 
fierce wolves, or the the-goatrs the lions. 


* When it was the faſhion ſor huſbands to be adorned with 


garments of their wives* manufactory, their taſte and clegancy 
were ſure to be admired. 


„n 
O D E XIII. 


To a FRIEND. 


The troubles of life are to be aſſuaged by drinking, 
and ſinging, and i riendly converſation. 


AN horrible ſtorm has condenſed the ſky, and 
ſnowers and ſnows biing dewn the atmo- 
ſphcre : now the ſea, now the woods bellow with 
the LIhracian north-wind. Let us, my friends, take 
occaſion of merriment from this diſmalneſs of the 
day ; and, while our knees are vigorous, and it be- 
comes us, let old age, with his contracted fore- 
head become ſmooth. Io you produce the wine 
that was preſſed in the conſulſhip of my Vorquatus. 
Forbear to talk of any other matters. The Deity, 
perhaps, will ſeduce theſe preſent evils to your for- 
mer happy itate by a propitious change.. Now it is 
fitung both to be bedewed withPerſian perfume, and 
to relie ve our breafts of dire vexations by the lyre, 
ſacred to Mercury. In the ſame manner as the 
nob'e Centaur, Chiron, ſung to his grand pupil: 
invincible mortal, thou ſon of the Goddeſs Lhetis, 
the “ land of Afﬀaracus awaits you, which the cold 
currents of the little Scamander and the ſwift- 
gliding Simois divide: from whence the fatal ſiſters 
have broke off your return by a thread that can- 
not be altered; nor ſhall your azure mother con- 
vey you back to your home. There then by wine 
aud mulic, and by ſweet converſe drive away e- 
very 1ymptom of hideous melancholy. 


* Phryzia, where Aſſaracus the ſon of Tros reigned, 
ODE 
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Q N. 
To MACENAS. 


Horace's love for Phryne hinders him ſrom finiſbing 
the promiſed iambics. 


OU kill me, my courtcous Mzcenas, by fre- 
quently enquiring, why a ſoothing indolence 
has diffuſed as great a degree of forgetfulneſs on 

my inmoſt ſenſes, as it I had imbibed with a chirſty 
throat thoſe cups that bring on Lethæan ſlumbers, 
For the God. the God prohibits me from bringing to 
a concluſion the verſes I promiſed you, namely thoſe 
iambics which I had begun. In the ſame manner 
they report that Anacreon of ®Telos burnt for the 
Samian Bathyllus; who often lamented his love to 
an inaccurate meaſure on a hollow lyre. You are | 

' violently in love yourſelf; but if a fairer flame 

did not burn beſieged Troy, rezvice in your happy 

lot. Phryne, tho? a freed-woman, and not content 

with a ſingle admirer, conſumes me. 


A city of Ionia, 


C4 
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0D -K- BY; 
To NE AR A. 


He complains of her breach of faith. 


T was night, and the moon ſhone in a ſercne 

{ſky amongſt the lefler ſtars; when you, about to 
violate the divinity of the great Gods, ſwore to 
be true to my requeſts, embracing me with your 
pliant arms more cloſely than the lofty oak is claſp- 
cd by the ivy ; that while the wolf ſhou'd remain 
an enemy to the flock, and Orion, unpropitious to 
the ſailors, ſhou'd trouble the wintry ſea and while 
the air ſhou'd fan the unſhorn lucks of Apollo, 
fo long you vow'd that this love ſhou'd be mutual. 
O Nezra, you ſhall one day greatly grieve on account 
of my merit: for if there is any thing of manhood 
in Horace, he will not endure that you ſhou'd de- 
dicate your nights continually to another, whom 
you prefer; and, exaſperated, will look out for a 
miſtreſs who will return his love; and tho' an un- 
feigned ſorrow ſhou'd take poſſeſſion of you, yet 
my bGrmneſs ſhall not give way to that beauty 
which has once given me diſputt, But as tor you, 
whoever you are that are more ſucceſsful than me, 
and now ſtrut proud of my misfortune ; tho' you 
be rich in flocks, and abundance of land, and all 
Pactolus flow for you, nor the myſteries of trauſ- 
migrating Pythagoras eſcape you, and you excel 
Nircus in beauty; alas, in a ſhort time you ſhall 
bewail her love transferr'd elſewhere; but I ſhall 
laugh in my turn. 


ODE 
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O0. DI. 
To the Roman People. 


That Rome, which the wrath of the Gods deliver; 
up to be torn to pieces by inteſtine wars, [Utd be 
deſerted after the example of the Phor xans. 


„ 8 is another age worn away by civil wars, 
and Rome herſelf falls by her own ſtrength. 


Whom neither the bordering Marſi cou'd deſtroy, 
or the E:irvrian band of the menacing Porſenna, 
nor the rival valour of Capua nor the bold 5parta- 
cus,and the perfidious Gauls with their innovations; 
nor did the fierce Germany ſubdue her with its 
blue-ey'd youth, or Hannibal, deteſted by parents; 
But we, an impious race, whoſe blood is devoted 
to perdition. ſhall deſtroy her: and this land ſhall 
again be poſſeſfed by wiid-beafts. The victorious 
barbarian, alas ! ſhall trample npon the athes of 
the city, and the horſeman ſhall ſmite it with the 
ſounding hoofs; and (horrible to fee !) he ſhall 
inſultingly diſperſe the bones of Romulus, which 
as yet, are free from the injuries of wind and 
ſun. Perhaps you all, in general, or the better 
part ot you, are inquiſitive te know what may be ex- 
pedient, in order te eſcape ſuch dreadtul evils, There 
can be no determination better than this; namely, 
to go wherever our feet wil! carry us, wherever 
the ſoath, or beifſterous ſcuth- weſt, ſhall ſunmon 
us thro' the waves, (in the ſame manner as the 
whole ſtate of the Phoczans fled, af er having u- 
ter'd execrations againſt ſuch as ſhou'd return, and 

left their fields, and proper dwelli gs, and temples, 
to be inhabited by boars and ravenous wolves.) Is 


is 
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this agreeable ? or \N any one a better ſcheme to 
adviſe? why do we delzy to go a ſhipboard under 
an auſpicious omen ? but firſt let us {wear to theſe 
conditions the ſtones ſhall ſ im upwards.lifted up 
trom the bottom of the fea, as ſoon as it ſhall nor 
be impious to return: nor let it grieve us to direct 
our fails homewards then, and not before, when the 
Po ſhall waſh the tops of the Matinian ſummits; 
or the lofty Apennine ſhall remove into the ſeas 
or a miraculous appetite ſhall unite monſters by a 
ſtrange kind of luſt; inſomuch that tigers may de- 
light to couple with hinds,, and the dove be pol- 
luted with the kite; nor the fimple herds may 
dread the tawny lions; and the he- goat, grown 
{mooth, may love the briny main. After having 
{worn to theſe things, and whatever elſe may cut 
off the pleaſing hope of returning, let us go, the 
whole city of us, or, at leaſt, that part which is 
ſuperior to the illiterate mob; but let the idle and 
deſpairing part remain upon theſe inauſpicious 
habitations. But, ye that have. bravery, away 
with cffeminate grief, and fly beyond the Tuſcan 
fhore. The circumambient ocean awaits us: 
let us ſeek the plains,. the happy plains, and for- 
tunate iſlands, where the untilled land yearly 
produces corn, and the unpruned vineyard punc- 
tually flouriſhes; and where the branch of the ne- 
ver- failing olive bloſſoms forth, and the purple fig 
adorns its native tree; honey diſtils from hollow 
oaks ; and the light water bounds down from the 
high mountains with a murmuring pace. There 
the ſhe- goats come to the milk-pails of their own 
accord, and the friendly flock return with their ud- 


ders diſtended; nor does the evening bear growl a- 


bout 
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( ) 
bout the ſheepfold,nor does the riſing ground ſwell 


with vipers: and many more things ſhall we, hap- 
py Romans, view with admiration how e neithee 
the rainy eaſt lays waſte the corn- fields with pro- 
fuſe thowers, nor is the fertile ſeed burnt by too 
dry a glebe; the king of Gods moderating both ex- 
tremes. Lhe ſhip that carried the Argonauts never 
attempted to come hither; nor did the laſcivious 
Medea of Colchis ſet her ſoot in this place : hither 
the Sidonian mariners never turned their {aii- 
yards, nor the toiling crew of Ulyſſes. No con- 
tagious diſtempers here hurt the flocks : nor does 
the fiery violence of any conſtellation ſcorch the 
berd. Jupiter ſet apart thoſe ſhores for a pious 
people, when he debaſed the golden age with 
braſs: with braſs, then with iron he hardened the 
ages; from which there thall be an happy eſcape 
for the good, according to my predictions, 


ODE XVII 


Dialogue between Horace and Canidia. 
He ironically begs her pardon: ſhe anſwers that ſhe 
will never be reconciled to him. 
OW, now I yield to powertul ſcience; and 
ſuppliant beſeech you by the dominions of 


: Proferpine, and by the inflexible divinity of Diana 
and by the books of incantations which are able to 
call don the ſtars diſplaced from the firmamcant 


oh Canidia, at length defiit from your imprecations, 
and quickly turn, turn back your magical“ ma- 

* The rhombus was a kind of wheel, by the turning of 
which certain ſorcerics were performed. ; 
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chine, 
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chine. Telephus * moved with compaſſion the 


grandſon ot Nereus againſt whom ke arrogantly 


had put his troops of Myfians in battle array, and 


_ apainſt whom he had darted his fharp javelins. 


Ihe [rojan matrons lamented over the body of the 
ian-{Jaying Hector, which had becp condemned to 
birds of prey and dogs, after king Priam having 
JI. tt the walls of the city proſtrated himſelf, alas 
at the feet of the obſtinate Achilles. The mariners 
of the indefatigable Ulyſſes put off their limbs, 
brifticd with the hard ſkins of /wv:ne, at the will of 
Circe ; and then their reaton and voice were re- 
ſtored, and their former comelinets to their counte- 
nances 1 have ſuffer'd puniſhment encugh, and more 
than enough, on your account, oh thou that art ſo 
dearly beloved by the ſailors and factors. My vigeur 
is gone away, and my ruddy complexion has lett me; 
my bones arc covered with a gaaſtly ſkin: my hair 
too with your preparations is grown hoary. No 
caſe reſpites me from my 1ufferings : night preſſes 
upon day, and day upon night; nor 1s it in my 
1-Ower io relieve my lungs, which are {trained 


with gaſping. Wheretore, wretch that I am, I am 
_ compelled to credit, what betore was denied by 


me, i hat the charms of the Samnites diſcompoſe 
the breatt, and the head ſplits in ſunder at the 
Marian incantations. What would you have 


* Telcpbus, king of Myſia, oppoſed the march of the Greeks 
thro* his kingdom in their way to Troy He was wounded by 
the ſpear of Achilles, and afterwards cured by tome filiags from 
the lame weapon for which he was directed to apply by the or- 
zele. 


f Thetis, the mother of Achilles, was daughter te Nercus. 
more ? 


ot * 

more? O ſca! O earth! 1 burn in ſuch a degree 
as reither Hercules did, beſmeared with the black 
gore of Neſſus, nor the tervid flame burning in the 
dicilian Etna. Yet thou, a laboratory ot Colchian 
poiſons, remains on fire, till I, reduced to a dry 
ember,ſhall be waftcd away by the injurious winds, 
What event ? or what penalty awaits me ? ſpeak 
out: 1 will with honour pay the demanded mulct 
ready to make an expiation, whether you ſhall ne- 
quire ts have it done with a hundicd ſteers, or you 
chuſe to be celebrated on a lying lyre: you a we- 
man of modeſty, you a woman of prubity, ſhall 
traverſe the ſtars, as a golden conſtellation. Ca- 
nor, and the brother of the great Caſtor, though 
offended at the inſamy brought on their ſiſter Helen, 
yet, overcome by intreaty, reſtored to the “ poet 
his cycs that were taken away from him. And do 
you (for it is in your power) extricate me from 
this frenzy, oh thou, that art neither defiled by 
family meanneſs, nor like an old jorcereſs, art ſkil- 
ful to diſperſe the aſhes of poor people, after tucy 
have been nine days interred. You have an hol- 
pitable breaſt, and unpolluted hands; and your 
wonb is a fr uitful one; and, whenever you bring 
torth, you ſpring up with unabated vigour. 


CaniDIA's ANSWER. 

W Hy do you pour forth your intreaties to cars 

that are obſtinately ſhut up againſt them? 
the wintry ocean with its briny tempeſts, does not 
laſh rocks more deaf to the ciics of the naked 
The poet Steſichotus wrote a ſatire againſt Helen on account 
of which her brethren Caſtor and Pollux deprived the barc of 
his ſight, but, on bis making a recantativa, he was reſtored. 


Mariners. 
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mariners. What ſhall you, without being made an 


example of, deride the *Cotyttian myſteries, ſacred 
to unreſtrained love, which were divulged by you ? 
and ſhall you, aftuming the office of Pontiff, with 
regard to my Eſquilian incantations, fill the city with 
my name, unpuniſhed ? What will it avail me to 
have enriched the Pelignian fſorcereſics with my 
charms, and to have prepared poiſon of more expe- 
dition than others, it a flower fate awaits you,than 


is agrceable to my wiſhes ? an irkſome lite ſhall be 


protracted by you, wretch as you are, only tor this 
purpute, that you may perpetually be able to en- 
dure new tortures. Tantalus, the fire of the per- 
fidious Pelops, a!ways in want of that plentcous 
banquet, which is always before him, wiſhes for re- 
ſpite: Prometheus, chained to the vulture, wiſhes 
for reſt: diſyphus wiſhes to place the ſtone upon 
the ſummit ot the mountain; but the laws of ſu- 
piter torbid. Thus you, in hopes of relief, thall 
delire at one time to leap down from an high 
tower, at another to lay open your breaſt with the 
Noric {word ; and, grieving with your tedious in- 
ditpolition, ſhall tie nooſes about your neck in vain. 
For | at that time will ride on your odious ſhout- 
ders; and the whole earth ſhall acknowledge my 
uncxampled power. What ſhall I, who can give 
motion to waxen images (as you yourſelf, inqui- 
tative as you are, were convineed of) and ſnatch 
the moon from heaven by my incantations, I, who 
can raile the dead after they are burned, and duly 
picpare the potion of love; ſhall I bewail the ſuc- 
«clslcis event of my art having no efficacy vpon you. 


* Cptytto, or Cotys, was the Goddeſs of impurity. 
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To APOLLO and DIANA. 


Prayers far the fafety of the empire and emperor. 
Chorus of Youths and Virgins. 


HOEBUS, and thou, Diana, ſovereign of the 
woods, ye illuſtrious ornaments of the hea- 
vens, oh ever-worthy of adoration, and ever- 
adored, beſtow what we pray for at this facred 
ſeaſon 3; at which the Sibylline verſes have given 
directions that ſelect virgins and chaſte youths 
ſhou'd ſing a bymn to the Deitics, to whom the 
ſevea hills of Rome are acceptable. 


Chorus of Youths. | 


Oh genial ſun, who in your ſplendid car draw 
forth and obſeure the day, and who ariſe another 
and the ſame ; may it never be in your power to 


behold any thing more glorious than the city of 
Rome. 


Chorus of Virgins. 


Oh * Ilithyia, who art of lenient power to pro- 
duce the timely birth, protect the matrons in labour; 
whether you chuſe the title of Lucina, or Genitalis. 


Y lithyia, Lucina, and Genytellis, other names for Dians. 


Oh 


r 

Oh Goddeſs, multiply our offspring; and proſper 
the decrees of the ſcnate in relation to the joining 
of women in wedlock, and the matrimonial law 
about to teem with a new race. 


Chorus of Youths and Virgins. 


That the ſtated revolution of an hundred and 
ten years may bring back the hymns and the games, 
three times &y bright day- light reſorted to in crouds, 
and as often in the welcome night And you, ye 
fatal ſiſters, infallible in having predicted what is 
now eſtabliſhed, and what the ſettled order of 
things preſerves, add propitious fates to thoſe al- 
ready paſt. Let the earth, fertile in fruits and 


flocks, preſent Ceres with a ſheafy crown : may 


both ſalubrious rains and Jupiter's pure air cheriſh 
the young brood. 


Chorus of Youths. 


Apollo, mild and gentle with your ſheathed ar- 
rows, hear the ſuppliant youths : 


Chorus of Virgins. 


Oh moon, thou horned queen of ſtars, hear 
rhe Virgins. 


Chorus of Youths and Virgins. 

If Rome be your work, and the Trojan troops 
arrived on the Tuſcan ſhore, the part com- 
manded by your oracles to change their homes 
and city by a ſucceſsful navigation : for whom the 
: pious 
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pious Æneas, ſurviving his country, ſecured a free 
paſſage, without damage, thro' the burning Croy, 
about to give them more ample poſſeſſions than 
thoſe that were left behind; O ye Deities, grant 
to the tractable youth probity of manners; to old 
age ye Deities grant a pleaſing retirement; to 
the Roman people, in general, wealth, and a 
numerous pregeny, and every kind of glory. And 
may that prince, the illuſtrious iſſue of Anchiſes 
and Venus, who this day worſhips you with offer- 
ings of white bulls, reign ſuperior to the warring 
enemy, bur merciful to the profirate. Now the 
Parthian, by ſea and land, dreads our powerful 
forces and the Roman axes,now the Scythians beg 
to know our commands, and the indians but lately 
ſo arrogant. Now truth. and pcaee and honeur, 
and ancient modeſty, and neglected virtue, dare to 


return, and happy plenty appears, with her horn 
tull ro the brim. 


Chorus of Youths. 


Phœbus, the God of augury and conſpicuous 
for his ſhining bow, and dear to the nme mulcs, 
who, by his ſalutary art, ſooths the wearied limbs 
of the human body: if he, propitious lurveys 
his own Palatine, May he prolong the Roman at- 
fairs, and the happy (tate of Italy to another 
Juſtrum, and to a ttill improving age. 


ME 
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Chorus of Virgins: 


And may Diana, who poſſeſſes mount Aventine 
and Algidus, regard the prayers of the Quindecem- 
viri, and lend a gracious ear to the ſupplications 


of the youths, 
Chorus of Youths and Virgins. 


We the choir that were taught to ſing the praiſes 
of Phaebus and Diana, bear home with us a goed 
and certain hope, that Jupiter, and all the other 
Gods perceive and attendis 4he/e our ſupplications. 
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HO R A C E 


BOOK I. 
SATIRE I. 


To MECENAS. 


That all, but eſpecially the covetous think their own 
1 Condition the hardeſt. 


| OW comes it to paſs, Mzcenas, that no 
H gne lives content with his condition, whe» 
| ther Reaſon gave it him, ur Chance. threw 
it in his way; but praiſes thoſe who have different 
purſuits? O happy merchants! ſays the ſoldier, 
oppreſſed with ycars and now broke down ia his 
limbs thro” exceſs of labour. On the other ſide, 
the merchant, when the South-winds toſs his ſhip, 
: Y 3 _ Cris 
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cries warfare is prefcrable 3 for why? the engages 
ment is begun, and in an inſtant comes there 2 
ſpeedy death, or a happy victory. The lawyer 
praiſes the far mer s ſtate, when the client knocks 


at his door by cock crow. But he who, having 


entered into a 8 * ny is dragged from the 
country into the city, cxics thoſe only are happy 
who live in the city, Lhe other inſtances of this 
kind (they are ſo numerous) would weary out the 
loquacious Fabius to repeat them. Not to keep you 
in ſuſpence attend to what an iſſue 1 will bring 
this matte r. It any God ſhould ſay, Lo, I will et- 
fect what you defire : you that was juſt now a ſol- 
dier, ſhall be a merchant; you that was lately a 
lawyer, ſhall be a farmer Uo ye depart one way 
and ye another, having exchanged the parts you 
are to act in life, How now; why do you ſtand ? 
They are unwilling, and yet it is in their power to 
be happy. What realon then, can be aſſigned, but 
that Jupiter ſhould deſervedly diſtend both his 
checks in indignation, and declare that for the fu- 
ture he will not be ſo indulgent as to lend an ear 
to their prayers? But furthermore, that I may 
not run over this in a laughing mauner, like thoſe 
who treat on ludicrous ſubjects : (tho” what hin- 
ders one to be merry and telf the truth? as good- 
natured teachers at firſt give cakes to their Ae thee 


they may be willing to learn their firſt rudiments, - 
However, raillery apart, let us inveſtigate. ſerious - / 


matters) He that turns the lumpiſh glebe with 


the hard plough- ſhare, this fraudulent adulterer 


of the law, the ſoldier, and the ſailors, who daunt- 
Jeſs run thro? every ſea, profeſs. that they endure 
coil with this intention, that, when old men, they 
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may retiie into a, ſecure teſting place, when once 
they have got together a ſufficient proviſion, 

Thus the little ant (for ſhe may terve for an ex- 
ample), of great induſtry, carries with her mouth 
whatever the is able, and adds to hcr heap, which 
ſhe piles up, by no means ignorant of and not im- 
provident for the future. | 

Which ant, nevertheleſs, as ſoon as Aquarius ſad- 
dens the inverted year, never creeps abroad, but 
wilely azakes uſe / theſe ftlores which were provided 
before hand; while neither ſultry ſummer, oor 
winter, tire, ocean, ſword, can drive you from the 
purfuit of gain. You ſurmount every obſtacle, 
that no other man may be richer than yourlelt. 
But what pleaſure is it for you, anxious to depolit 
an immenſe weight of lilver and gold in the earth 
dug up by dealck to hide it ? 
But if you thould leſſeu it, it may be reduced in 
time to a paltry farthing. 

But, unleſs that be the caſe, what beauty has 
on accumulated hoard? Tho” your threſhing- floor 
ſhould yield an hundred thouſand buſhels of corn 
your beliy will not on that account contain more 
than mine; juſt as if it was your lot to carry on 


" 


your loaded ſhoulder the batket of bread amongit 
aves, you , would receive no more for your own 
Mare, than he who bore no part of the burden, 
Dr tell we, what it is to the purpoſe of that many 

who lives within the compais ot nature, whethes 
he plow a hundred or a thouland acres? | 
But ĩt is ſtill delightul to take out of a great hoai d. 
While you leave us as much to take out of a e- 
derate ſtore, why ſhould you cxtol your great gra- 
naries, more than gur ſwaller rc poſitories; as if 

a 5 : 0 - you 
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you had occaſion for no more than a pitcher or 
glaſs of water; and ſhould ſay, I had rather draw 


to much from a great river, than the fame quantity 


from this little fountain. Hence it comes that the 
rapid Aufidus carries away together with the bank, 
ſuch as an abundance more copious than what is juſt 
delights. But he who deſires only ſo much as is 
ſufficient, neither drinks his water fouled with the 
mud,-nor loſes his life in the waves But a great 
majority of mankind, miſled by depraved deſire, 
cry, no ſum is enough: becauſe you are eſteemed 
in proportion to what you poſſeſs. What can one 
do to ſuch a tribe as this ? why, bid them be 
wretched, ſince their inclination prompts them to 
it. As a certain perſon is recorded to have lived at 
Athens, covetous and rich, who was wont to deſ- 
Pilc the talk of the people in this manner: The 


croud hits me abroad; but I applaud mytelf at 


home, as ſoon as I contemplate my money in my 
cheit. The thirſty Tantalus catches at the ſtreams 
that clude his lips. Why do you laugh? Lhe name 
changed, and the tale is told of you. You ſlcep 
upon your bags, heaped up on every fide, evidiou/ly 


gaping over them, and are obliged to abſtain from 


them, as if they were conſecrated things, or to 
amuſe yourſelf with them, as you would with pic- 
tures. Are you ignorant of what real value mo- 
ncy is, what uſe it can afford? Bread, herbs, a“ 
bottle of wine may be purchaſed with it; to which 
neceſſaries add ſuch others as being with-held hu- 
man nature would be unealy with itſelf. What, to 
watch, half dead with terror, night and day, to 


dicad profligate thieves, fire, and your ſlaves, leſt 


t Scxtarius, which is here rendered a bottle, was about a pint 
and half our mgaſure, f . 
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they ſhould run away . YOu; is this de- 
lightful ? As for me, I ſhould always wiſh to be 
very poor in poſſeſſions held upon theſe terms. 
But if your body ſhould be diſordered by being 
feized with a cold, or any other caſualty ſhould 
confine you to your bed; you have one that will 
#bide by you, prepare medicines, intreat the Phy- 
fician that he would raiſe you to your feet, and 
reſtore you to your children and dear relations. 
Nor your wife nor your ſon, deſires your reco- 
very; all your neighbours, acquaintance, nay the 
very boys and girls, hate you. And do you won- 
der, that no one tenders you the affeion, which 
- you by no means merit, ſince you prefer your mo- 
ney to every thing elſe ? But if you think to retain 
and preſerve for your friends the relations which 
nature gives you, without taking any pains; wretch 
that you are, you leſe your labour equally, as if 
any one ſhould train an aſs to be obedient to the 
rein and run in the Campus Martius. Art laſt, let 
there be ſome end to your ſearching after riches; 
and fince you have more than enough,be in leſs dread 
of poverty; and begin to ceaſe from your toil, that 
being acquired which you coveted : nor do as did 
one Umidius, 'tis no tedious ſtory, who was ſo rich 
he meaſured his money, but ſo fordid that he never 
cloathed himſelf any better than a flave; and, even 
to his laſt moments, was in dread left want of 
bread ſhould ſtarve him: but his freed-woman, 
the * braveſt of all the d.ughters of Tyndarus cut 
him in two with a hatchet. . 8 


Helen and ciytemneſtre, the davghters of Tyndarus, killed 
their huſbanes, Deiphobus and Agamemnon, with this weapon. 
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What therefore do you perſuade me to ? that I 
mould lead the life of a * Mznius? or in ſuch a 
manner as Nomentanus ? 

You are going now to make things tally, that are 
contradictory in their natures. When I bid you 
not be a miſer, I do not order you to become a 
ſpendthrift and a prodigal. There is ſome difference 
ſure, between the caſe of + Fanais and his ſon- in- 
law Viſellius: There is a mean in all things; fi- 
nally there are certain boundaries, on either (ide 
of which moral rectitude cannot exiſt. But I re- 
turn now from whence | digreſſed. Can no one, 
after the miſer's cxample, like his own ſtation, 
but rather praiſes thoſe' who have different pur- 
ſuits? and pines becauſe his neighbour's ſhe- goat 
bears 2 more diſtended udder ? nor conſiders him- 
ſelf in relation to the greater multitude of poor ? 
but labours to ſurpaſs, firſt one, and then anether? 
Thus the richer man is always an obſtacle to one 
that is haſtening to be rich; as when the courſer 
whirls along the chariot, diſmiſſed from the place of 
ſtarting; the chariotcer puſhes at thoſe horſes that 
outſtrip his own, deſpiſing him that is left behind 
coming on amenglt the laſt · Hence it is, that we 
rarely find a man, who can truly ſay he has lived 
happy, and content with his paſt life, can retire 
from the world. like a ſatisGed gueſt. But what 
Pve ſaid at preſent is ſufficient : nor will I add ene 
word more, eſt you thould ſuſpect that I have plun- 
dered the ſcrutore of the blear-cycd Criſpinus. 


* Mznius and Nemastanut, two in famous prodigals. 
+ Tanais and Viſcllins; twe perſ5sFfanhouring under diſorders 
of ver oppoſite natures, A voluminous ſcribler, 
SATIRE 
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SATIRE II. 


Bad men, when they avoid certain vices, fall int» 
their opprfite extremes. 


HE tribes of minſtrels, quacks, ſtrolVers, mi- 
mics, blackguards ; all vis fet is ſorrowful 
and dejected on account of the death of the finger 
Tigellius : tor he was liberal towards them, On 
the other hand, this man, dreading to be called 
a tpendihrift, won't give a poor friend even where 
withal to keep off cold and pinching hunger, But 
if you aſk bim why he wickedly conſumes the nob'e 
eſtate of his grandfather and tather in taſteleſs gut- 
tony, buying with borrowed money all foris of 
dainties ; he anſwers, becauſe he is unwilling to be 
reckoned ſordid, or a man a mean ſpirit : for this 
he is praiſed by ſome, and condemned by others, 
Fufidius, wealthy in Jaud, wealthy in money put 
out at intereſt, is afraid of having the character of 
a rake and ſpendthrift This fellow deducts 5 per 
cent intereſi, from the principal at the time of lend- 
ing : and the more deſperate in his circumfſlances 
any One is the more lev: rely he pinches him; he 
};unts out the names of young fellows that have 
juſt pot on the“ toga virilis under rigid fathers 
Who docs not cry but, O fovercign Jupiter when 
he has heard of fuch knivery But zo! y, per 
haps, this min expends upon himſelf in propo. tion 
to his immenſe gain. What he? You can hardly 
believe how little a friend he is to himeelf; inf. 


»The Roman youths put on the toga virus o manly gou u 
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much as that father, ade Terence's comedy 
introduces as living miſerable after he had cauſed 
his ſon to run away from him, did net torment 
bimſelf worſe than he. Now, if any one ſhould 
a{k, to what purpoſe does this matter tend? I an- 
ſwer to this; namely, while fools ſhun one ſort of 
vices, they fall upon their oppoſite extremes. Mal- 
thinus walks with his garmeuts trailing upon the 
ground; there is another droll fellow-who goes with 
them tucked up even to his middle: Rufillus- 
ſmells like perfume itſelf, but Gorgonius like a 
he-goat. In fine, there is no mean obſerved. 
There are ſome who would not for the world keep 
company with a lady, unleſs her modeſt garment 
perfectly conceal her feet. Another, again, will 
only have ſuch as take their ſtation in a ſtinking 
brothel. When a certain noted ſpark came out of 
a baudy-houſe; the divine Cato greeted him with 
this ſentence, proceed (ſays he) in your virtuous 
courſe. For when once foul luſt has inflamed the 
veins, 'tis right for young fellows to come hither, 
in compariſon of their having to do with other 
men's wives. 1 ſhould not be willing to be com- 
mended on ſuch terms, ſays Cupiennius, an ad- 
mirer of rhe falken veil. 

Let that do not with well to the proceedings of 
adulterers, it is worth your while to aitend how 
they are hampered on all ſides; and that their 
pleaſure, which happens to them but ſeldom, is 
interrupted with a great deal of pain,and often in 
the midſt of very great dangers. Une has thrown 
himſelf headlong from the top of a houſe; an- 


other 
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other has beeen whipt almoſt to death : a third in 


His flight has fallen into a mercileſs gang of thieves, 


another has paid a fine to avoid corporal puniſh- 
ment: The loweſt ſervants have treated another 
with the vileſt indignities Moreover, this miſ- 
fortune happened to a certain perſon, he entirely 
loſt his manhood. Every body laid it was with 
juſtice : but Galba denied it. 

But how much ſafer is the traffic amongſt wo- 
men of the ſecond rate! I mean the freed women: 
after which Salluſtius is not leſs mad, than he who 
commirs adultery. Butifhehad a mind ro be good 
and generous to them, as far only as his eſtate and 
eaſon would direct him, and as far as a man might 
He liberal with moderation; he would give 4 1ut- 
ciency, not what would bring upon himſelf ac 
once ruin and infamy. ilowever, he hugs himſelf 
in this one confideration; this he delights in, this he 
extols; I meddle with no matron. Juſt as Mar- 
1zus, the lover of the couitczan Origo; he who 
gives his paternal eſtate and ſcat to an actreſs, and 
Then ſays, I never had any thing to do with other 
mens wives. But you have with actreſſes, you 
have with common itrumpets : from whence your 
reputation derives a greater perdition than your 
eſtate, What, is it abundantly ſufficient to avoid 
the perſon mercly, and not that vice which is uni- 
verialiy noxious ; To loſe one's good name, to 
1quander a father's effects, is in every reſpect an 
evil. What is the difference, then, with regard 
to yourſelf, whether you tin with the perion of a 
matron, a maiden, or a proſtiutc ? 

Vilius, the ſon-in-law of Sylla, (for it was by 
this title he was avuſled) ſuffer d for his commerce 
- with Fauſta an adequate. and more than adequiate 
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puniſhment, by being diubbed and ſtabbed, while 
he was ſhut out, that the ſceundtel Longarenus 
might enjoy her within. Suppule this young man's 
wind had addreſſed him io the words of his appe- 
titz, ſenſible of ſuch evil! conſcquences: What would 
vu have? Did I ever, when my ardour was at the 
liigheſt, demand a woman deſcended from a great 
conſul, and covered with robes of quality? What 
could he anſwer to this? Why, the gul was ſprung 
troa an illuſtrious facher. But how much better 
things, and how dillerent from this, does nature, 
«bounding in ſtores of her oon, recommend | if 
you would only make a prope: uſe of them, and not 
confound what is to be avoidcd, with that which is 
aclrable, Do you think it is of no conſcquence, 
whether your dilt.cis ariſes from your own fault, 
or trom a real deficiency of things? Wherefore, 
that you may not repent when it is too late, put a 
jtop to your purſuir atter matrons: from whence 
more trouble is derived, than you can obtain en- 
joyment,even from the accompliſhment ofthe affair 
Noi has this particular matron amidſt her pearls 
and emeralds a ſofter breaſt, or limbs more delicate 
(tho? this be a uotion ol yours, Cerinthus), than a 
equrtezan; nay, the proſtitutes are fi equently pre- 
jcrable in theſe reſpects. Add to this, that the pt eſti- 
tute bears about ber merchandiſe without any var- 
with, and opcaly thews what ſhe has to diſpoſe of; 
nor, it the has ought more comcly than ordinary, 
does {he boaſt and make an oftentation of it,while 
the is induſtrious to conceal that which is offeuſi ve. 
This is the cuſtom with men of fortune; when they 
buy horſes, they inſpect them uncovercd: that if a 
beautiful fore head (as it often happens) be ſup- 
ported by a tender hoot, it may not take in the 
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buyer, cager for the bargain, becauſe the back is 
handſome, the head little, and the neck ſtately. 
This they do judiciouſly. Do you, therefore, in the 
{ame manner contemplate the perfections ot each 
tair-one's pe ſon with the eyes of * Lynceus : but 
be blinder than + Hypſza, when you ſurvey ſuch 


parts as are detormed. Jeu may cry out, O what a 


handjeme leg, O what delicate arms | but you mult 
ſupprels that ſhe is low-hip'd, ſhort-»aiited, with 
a long noſe aud a ſplay foot. A man can lee no- 
thing but the face of a matron who caretully 
conceals her other charms, uuleſs it be a Catia. 


But it you will ſcek after forbidden charms, (forthe 


circumflance of their being forbidden makes you mad 
after them, ſurrounded as they are with a fortifi- 
cation, many obſtacles will then Le in your way; 
ſuch as guardians, the ſedan, dreflers, paraſites, the 
long robe banging down to theancles, and cover- 
ed with an upper garment ; in ſhort, there will be 
a multiplicity of circumſtances, which will binder 


you from having a fair-view. The g other thiows 


no ebſtaclcs in your way: thro” the falken veit you 
may diſcern her almoſt as well as it ſhe was na- 
ked ; that ihe have neither a bad leg, nor a dil- 
agreeable foot, you may ſurvey her perfectly with 
your eye Or would you chule to have a trick put 
upon you, and your money cxtuited, before thc 
goods are ſhewn you f But perhaps you'll jing 10 
me theſe verſes out of Gallimachus, As the huntl- 


One of theArgonauts, ſo ſnarp ſighted, that he was fabled to 
ſec at the diſtance of one hundred and thirty miles. 
+ A lady of the Plautian family remarkable for bad cycs:--- 


er perhaps injudicious in the cheice ef her lovers. 
1 The courtczau. . 
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man purſues the hare in the deep ſnow, but dif- 
ala ins to touch it when it is placed before him. Thus 
lings the rake and applies it to himſelf: my love 
is like to this, for it paſſes over with contempt an 
eaſy prey, and purſucs what flics from it. But do 
you hope that grief and uneaſineſs, and bitter an- 
xietics, will be expelled from your breaſt by ſuch 
verles as theſe? Would it not be more profitable 
to enquire what boundary nature has affixed to the 
appetites, namely, what ſhe can patiently de with- 
out, and what ſhe would lament the deprivation 
of, and by this means ſeparate what is ſolid from 
what is vain? What 1 when thirſt paiches your 
jaws, are you ſoliciious for golden cups to drink 
out of? What when you are hungry, do you 
deſpiſe every thing but peacock and turbor ? and 
whea your paſſions are inflamed, and a common 
gratification is at hand, would you rather be con- 
i1umed with detire than poſſeſs it? {/ you would, 
L would not: for I love ſuch pleaſures as are of 
eaſieſt attainment. But ſhe whoſe language is, 
„by and by,” but for a ſmall matter more, 
„it my huſband ſhould be out of the way.” is 
only fore petites maitres: and for himſelf, Philo- 
demus ſays, he chuſes her who neither ſtands for 
a great price, nor delays to come when ſhe is or- 
dered. Let her be fair and ſtraight, and fo far 
dccent as not to appear defirous of ſeeming fairer 
than nature has made her. When I am in the 
company of ſuch an one, ſays he, ſhe is my Ilia 
and Eperia : in ſhort, I give her any tender name. 
Nor am I apprehenfive, while 1 am in her com- 
pany, leſt her huſband thould return from the coun- 
ry; the door thould be broke open; the dog 1 
| ark; 
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dark; the kouſe ſhaker ſhould reſound on all ſides 
with a great noiſe; leſt the woman, pale with fear, 
ſhould bound away trom me: leſt the maid, con- 
ſcious of guilt, ſhould cry out, ſhe is undone ; left 
ſhe ſhould be in apprehenſion for her limbs, the 
detected wife for her portion, and I for myſelf: 
leſt I muſt run away with my cloaths all looſe, and 
barefooted, for fear my money, or my perſon, or 
finally, my character, ſhould be demoliſhed. It 
is 4 dieadfu} thing to be catched: 1 could prove 
this, even if Fabivs was the judge. 


SATIRE III. 


We cught to connive at the faults of our friends, 
and all faults are not to be ranked in the cata» 
logue of erimes. | 8355 

lz is a fault common to all ſingers, that 
1 amongſt their friends they never are inclined 

to ſing when they are aſked, but unrequeſted they 
never deſiſt. Tigellius, that finger of Sardinia, 
had this fault. Had Cæſar, who could have forced 
him to compliance, beſceched him on account 
of his father's friendſhip, and his own, he would 
have had no ſucceſs : But if he himſelf was diſ- 
poſed to fing, he would chant + lo Bacche over 
and over, from the ꝗ beginning of an entertain- 
ment to the very concluſion of it; one while at the 


An eminent lawyer, who had himſclf been detected in a 
frolie of this nature. 


+ lhe two initial words of ſome drinking C. ng, frem which 
the whole tcok its appcllation. 


} t rom the egg tc the apple, the former of which was ſerved 
vp at the opening, the latter at the ceneluſon of the feaſt. 
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higheſt pitch of his-voice, at another time with tha 
which anſwers to the deepeſt ſtring of the tetra- 
chord. There was nothing uniform in that fellow; 
frequently would he run along, as one flying from 
ag enemy; more frequently he walked as if he bore 
in proceſſion the jacrifice of Juno; he had often 
two hundred ſlaves, and often but ten: one while 
talking of kings and potentares, and every thing 
that was magnificent; at another; “ Let me have 
© only a three legged table, and a ſeller of clean 
ſalt, and a gown, which, tho? coarſe, may be ſuf- 
« ficient to keep out the cold.” Had you given 
ren hundred thouſand ſeſterces to this moderate 
man, who was content with ſuch ſmall matters, in 
five days time there would be nothing in his bags. 
He ſat up at nights even to day-light : he ſnored 
out all the day Never was there any thing ſo in- 
conſiſtent with itſe f. Now ſome rr r may ſay to 
me, What are you ? have you no faults ? but they 
are others and perhaps of a leſs culpable nature 

When Mzanius railed at Novius in his abſence; 
hark ye, ſays a certain perſon, are you ignorant 
of your awn character? or do you think to impoſe 
yourſelf upon us asa perſon we do not know? As 
tor me, I forgive myſelf, quoth Mznius. This is 
a fooliſh and impious ſelf- love, and worthy to be 
ſtigmatized. When you look over your own vices, 
winking wilfully at them, as it were, with fore 
eyes; why are you with regard to thoſe of your 
triends as {harp-ſighted as an eagle, or the Epi- 


daurian ſerpent ? But on the other fide of the qu- 
ition, it is your fate, that your friends ſhould in- 
quire into your vices in turn. A certain perſon is a 
little too haſty in his temper ; and not well calcu- 
lated ro bear the ſharp-witted ſneers of theſe men; 
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he may be made a jeſt My his gown hangs 
aukwardly, he at the ſame time being trimmed in 4 
very ruſtic manner, and his wide ſhoe hardly ichs 
to his foot. But he is ſo good that no man cat) vs 
better; but he is your friend; but an rmen!.; 
genius is concealed under this unpolithed pertou v. 
his. Finally, fift yourſelt thoroughly, whether na- 
ture has originally fown the ſeeds of any vices in 
you. or cven an ill habit has done it. For the tern 
fit enly to be burned, over runs ihe neglected field. 

But let us return from our digreſſion. As his 
mittreis's difagreeable, failing eſcape the blinde 
lover, or even theſe give him pleaſure; as Anais 
wen does to Bilbinus, 1 could with that we crred 
in this manner with regard to friend (hip, and that 
vir tue had aſhxed a reputablc appeliation to ſuch 
an error. And as a father ought not to contemn 
his fon, if he has any defect, in the ſame manner we 
ought not to contenn gur friend, Che father calls 
his ſquinting boy, a pretty leering rogue; aud it 
any mau has a little deipicahle brat. {uch as the 
abortive * Siſyphus formeriy was, he calls it 4 
iweet moppet ; this child with diſtorted legs, the 
father. in a fondling voice, calls one of the Va- 
ri; and another, who is club— tooted, he calls 4 
+ Scaurus. Thus if this friend of your's lives mor 2 
ſparingly than ordinary, let him be tiyied a man 
of frugality: Abvotir is impertinent, and apt to 
brag a little; he requiies to be icckoned ente 


* Siſyphus, the ſon of M. Antony, the tricinvir, was only 
two fect high. 


+ The Vari and Srauri wore vere nobte fomitice, and ba | 
their names tig 1 10. 1 14 vi ihe dees. 
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taining to his friends: But another is too rude, 
and takes greater libertics than are fitcing ; let him 


be eſteemed a man of fincerity and bravery : Is he 


too fiery? let him be numbered amongſt perſons of 
ſpirit. This method, in my opinion, both unites 
friends, and preſerves them in a ſtate of union. 
But we invert the very virtues themſelves, and are 
deſirous of throwing dirt upon the untainted veſ- 
ſel It a man of probity live amongſt us, and is a 
perſon of fingular diffidence; we give him the name 
of a dull and fat headed fellow; This man avoids 
every ſnare, and lays himſelf open to no ill-deſigu- 
ing villain; (fince we live amidſt ſuch a wicked 
race, where keen envy and flagitiouſneſs are flou- 
riſhing) inſtead of a ſenſible and wary man, we call 
him a diſguiſed and ſubtile fellow And if any one 
is more open and leſs reſerved than uſual (in fuck 
a degree as I have often preſented myſelf to you, 
Mzcenas) ſo as perhaps impertinently to interrupt 
a perſon reading, or muſing, with any kind of 
prate; we cry, this fellow actually wants common 
ſenſe. Alas! how indiſcreetly de we ordain a ſe- 
vere law againſt ourſelves. For no one is born 
without vices; and he is the beſt man who is in- 


cumbered with the leaſt. When my dear friend, 


as is no more than juſt, weighs my good qualities 
againſt my bad ones, let him, if he is willing to 
be beloved, tuin the ſcale to the majority of the 
former, (if I have indeed a majority of good qua- 
lities) ; on this condition, he ſhall be placed in the 


ſame balance. He who requires that his friend 


ſhould not take offence at his own great protu- 
berances, {hou'd excuſe his friend's little worts, It 


is but fair, that he who intreats a pardon for his 


faults; ſhould be ready to grant one in his turn. 


—_——— - 


( 187 

Upon the whole, for as much as the vice anger, 
3s well as others inherent in weak mortals, cannot 
be totally eradicated ; why does not human reaſon 
make ute of its own juſt weights and meaſures ? 
and fo puniſh faults as the nature of the thing de- 
mands ? If any man ſhould puniſh with the croſs 
a ſlave, who, being ordered te take away the dith, 
ſhould gorge the half eaten fiſh, and warm fauce;. 
he would amongſt people in their ſenſes be called 
a madder man than * Labeo. But how much 
more an irrational and heinous crime is this? 
Your friend perhaps has been guilty of a {mall 
error; which unleſs you forgive, you ought to be 
reckoned a four, an ill-natured fellow; and yet 
you hate him and avoid him, as a poor debtor 
does Druſo; who, when the woful Calends come 
upon the unfortunate man, unleſs he procures the 
intereſt or capital by hook or by crook, is com- 
felled to hear his ſpiteful precedents with his neck 
ſtretched out like a flave Should my friend in his 
liquor water my couch, or has he thrown down a 
Jar carved by the hands of Evander ; ſhall he for 
this trifling affair, or becauſe in his hunger he has 
taken a chicken before me out of my part of the 
diſh, be the leſs agreeable friend to me? It fo, 


what could 1 do if he was guilty of theft, or had 


betrayed things committed to him in confidence, or 
broke his word? They who ar: pleaied to rank all 
faults nearly on an equality, are gravelled when 
they come to the truih of the matter: ſound ſenie 
and morality are againſt them, and utility itſelt, 
which is the very mother almoſt of right and equity 


* Labes, a petulant, abuſive lawyer, who did not ipare 
even Auguſtus himſelf, . | 
Aa 2 Whea 
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When rude avimals, they crawled forth upon the 
£11t-formed ezrth, the mute and dirty herd / 'em 
taught with their nails and fiſts tor their acorn 
and caves, afterwards with clubs, and finally with 
repular rms, which experience had forged : till 
ilicy found out words and names, by which they 
aſcertained their language and ſenſations « hence- 
torward they began to abſtain from war, te for- 
tify towns, and eſtabliſh laws, that no perſon, 


with impunity, might be a thief, a robber, or an 


adulicrer.s For before Helen's time, there exiſted 
in iny a woman, who was the diſmal cauſe of war: 
but thoſe ſavage heroes fell by unknown deaths, 
whom raviſhing uncertain venery, as the bull does 
in the herd, the ſtrougeſt flew. It muſt of neceſ- 
fity be acknowledged, if you have a mind to turn 
over the æras and annals of the world, that laws 
were invented from an apprehenſion of the natural 
injuſlice of mankind Nor can mere nature ſepa- 
rate what is unjuſt from what is juſt, in the ſame 
manner as ſhe diſtinguiſhes what is good from its 
cv fe, and what is to be avoided from that which 
is to be {ought atter: nor will reaſon perſuade men 
to this that he who breaks down the cabbage- ſtalk 
of his neighbour, fins in as great a meaſure, and 


in the ſame manner, as he who ſtcals by night things 


conſecrated to the Gods. Let there be a ſtandard 
icttled,that may infJict adequate puniſhments upon 
crimes; leſt you ſhould periccute any one with the 
horrible thong, who is only deſerving of a flight 
whipping. For I am not in the leaſt apprehenſive, 
that you ſhould correct with the rod one that de- 
ſerves to ſuffer ſevere: ſtripes; ſince you affert 
that piltering is an equal crime to — 

cry, 
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bery, and threaten that you would prune off with 
an uodifiinguiſhing hook little and great vices, if 
mankind was to give you the ſovereignty over 
them“ If he be neceflarily rich. who is wiſe, 
and a good ſhoemaker, and alone truly handſome 
and a king into the bargain; why do you with 
for that which you are poſſeſſed of? You do not 
underſtand what Cryſippus, the father ) our et, 
ſays z the wiſe man never made himſelf ſhoes nor 
ſlippers; nevertheleſs the wife man is a ſoemaker. 
1iow ſo? In the ſame manner, tho' Hermogenes 
be filent, he is a fine finger notwithſtanding, and 
an excellent muſician ; and as the ſubtle. lawyer, 
Altenus, after every inſtrument of his calling was 
thrown afide, and his ſhop ſhut up, was ſtill a bar- 
ber; thus is the wiſe man of all trades, thus is he 
' king. O greateſt of great kings, the waggith 6% 

pluck you by the beard ; whom unleſs you reſtrain 
with your ſta, you will be ſqueezed to pieces with 
a mob all about you and you may wretchedly bark 
and burſt your lungs in vain. Not to be tedious; 
while you, great monarch, ſhall to the farthing- 
bath, and no guard ſhall attend you, except the 
abſurd Criipinus; and my dear friends thall par- 
don me in any matter I ſhall fooliſhly offeud; 1 
alto in my turn will cheerfully put up with their 
faults; and thus, tho* a private man, 1 ſhall live 
more happily chan you, that are a king. 


The doctrine of the Stoies, as explained by Chryſippus, 
was that a wiſe man was not only ipſo facto, a king, but 
likoawife of all trades and profeſſions whatſacyer, 
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SATIRE IV. 


He apulogizes for the liberties taken by ſatiric poets 
in general, and particularly by himſel/. 


N poets Fupolis, and Cratinus, and Ariſto- 
phanes, and others, who are authors of the 
antient comedy, if there was any perſon deſerving 
to be diltinguiſhed for being a raſcal, or a thief, 
an adulterer or a cut-throat, or in any ſhape an 
intamous fellow; they branded him with great free- 
dom. Upon theſe mode/s Lucilius intirely depends, 
having imitated them, changing only their feet and 
numbers; a man ot wit, of great keenneſs, of 
ſingular execution in the compoſition of verſes; for 
in this reſpe& he was faulty; he would often, as 
a great feat, dictate two hundred verſes in an hour 
ſtanding in the ſame poſition. As he flowed mud- 
dily, there was always ſomething that one would 
wiſh to era/e: he was verboſe, and too lazy ro endure 
the fatigue of writing; of writing accurately; for 
with regard tothe quantity of bis works, I make no ac- 
count ot ir. But, ice! Criſpinus challenges me even 
for ever ſo little a wager. Lake, if you dare, at this 
inſtant take your tablets ; let there be a place, a 
time, and perſons to ſee fair play appointed, and 
let us ſee who can write the moſt. Ihe Geds 
have done a good part by me, ſince they have 
framed me of an humble and meek diſpoſition, 
ſpeaking but ſeldom, and then but bricfly ; But do 


you, Crilpinus, as much as you will, imitate air 


which js ſhut up in * leathern bellows, which is 
* Literally, goat's leather. 


pet» 
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E puffing, till the fire ſoftens the iron: 
annius is an happy man, who, of his own acs 
cord, has preſented his manuſcripts and picture te 
the palatine Apollo: when not a ſoul will peruſe my 
writings, who am afraid to rehearſe in public, on 
this account, becauſe there are certain perſons who 
can by no means reliſh this kind of /atiric writing; 
as there are very many who deſerve cenſure. Sin- 
gle auy man out of the crowd ; he either labours 
under a covetous diſpoſition, or through wretched 
ambition. One is mad in love with married wo- 
men, another with children; a third the ſplendor of 
ſilver captivates; Albius is in raptures with þ braſs: 
another exchanges his merchandife from thetriling 
fun, even to that, with which the weſtern regions 
are warmed ;” but he is hurried heaclong through 
dangers, as duſt wrapped up in a whirlwind; in 


dread leſt he fhould loſe any thing out of his capi- 


tal, or in hope that he may increaſe his ſtorc. All 


theſe are afraid of verſes, they hate poets. He 


has hay on his horn, they cry; avoid him at a 


great diſtance; if he can buf raiſe a laugh tor 


1% his own diverſion, he will not ſpare any friend; 
% and whatever he has once blotted upon his pa- 
« per, he will take a pleaſure in letting all the 
* boys and old women know, as they return from 
« the boke houſe, or the lake.” But, come on, 
pleaſe to attend to a few words on the other ſide 
of the queſtion. 


In the firſt place, then, I will except myſelf out 
of the number of thoſe 1 will allow to be poets; 
for one mult not call it ſufficient to tag a verſe ; 


* The Avguſtan repoſitory, for the writings and effigies of 
men of genius, f Brazen buſts and baſes, + From the caſt, 
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nor if any perſon, like 4 writes in a ſtyle bor- 
deripg on converſation, muſt you eſteem him to be 
a poet. Who has genius, who has a ſoul of a 
diviner caſt, and a greatncſs of expreſſion, give 


him the honour of this apellation. On this ac- 


count fome have queried whether comedy be a 
poem or not; becauſe an animated ſpirit and force 
is neither in the ſtyle nor the ſubject- matter; 
bating that it differs from proſe by a certain mea- 
ſure, it is mere proſe. But ene may object to this, 
that even in comedy an inflamed father rages,becau/e 
his diſſolute ſon, mad after a proſtitute miſtreſs, 
refuſes a wife with a large portion; and {what is 
an egregious ſcandal) rambles about drunk with 
flambeaux by day-light Yet could Pomponius, 
were his father alive, hear leſs ſevere reproofs ? 
Wherefore it is not ſufficient to write verſes merely 
in proper language; which it you take to-pieces, 
any perſon may ſtorm in the ſame manner as * the 
father in the play. If from theſe verſes which I 
write at this preſent, or thoſe that Lucilius did for- 
merly, you take away certain pauſes and mea- 
ſures, and make that which was firſt in order hin- 
dermoſt, by placing the latter words before thoſe 
that preceecd in the verſe; you will not diſcern 
the + limbs of a poet when thrown in pieces, in 
the ſame manner as you would were you to tranl= 
pole ever ſo theſe lines of Ennius ; | 


When diſcord dreadſul burſts the brazen bars, 
And iron I:cks ſhe rends to thunder forth her wars. 
* Deniea in tlie Adelphi 


+ Diveſt theſe lines as much as you pleaſe of the meafure, 
nevertlieleſs the poctical ſpuit will remain. 8 
0 
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So far of this matter; at auotkcr opportuni'y, 
I may inveſtigate whether a c;mety be a true pocin 
or not; now, I ſhall only conſider this point he- 
ther this /atiric kind of writing be deſervedly oh 
ject of your ſuſpicion or not. Sulcius the virulent 
and Capriu:.5:th hoarſe with their mal gaancy walk 
openly. and with their “ libels roo in their hands; 


each o them a impgular terror to robbers ; bur tit 


a man lives honeſtly, and with clean hands, be 
may deſpiſe them both. Tho” you be like higb- 
waymen Cœlus and BHyrrhus; Lam ot a © 77+ 
mon accuſer, like Caprius and Sulcius; why free 
fluuld yuu be afraid of me? N thop nor itt 
halds my books, which the ſweaty hands of rhe 
vulgar, and of Hermogencs PLigetlius may foil. 1 
repeat to nobodv. except my intimates, and thar 
enly when 1 cannot pollioly wvyid itz roi any where, 
and before any body. they wo many who recite 
their writings in tl. c middle cf the forum; and who 
do it vhil- athing The cif icneſs of the place it 
1c<ms gives melody to the voice. Unis plcales cox- 
combs, v.10 Gever Conte whether they do this 
to no purpoſe, or at an improper ng But you 
idys lic, delight to hut people, and this yuu do 
out of a wilciuevous dipolittgn From whit four cs 
do youu throw this calumny upon me? Ie any ons 
tuen vuur voucher, With Whom i have - n 1 - 
timac? tle who back bites his „bicut friend: nay 
more, who Gocs not defend at anotacr's ae cutfng 
him; who affects iO raile loud laughs if ©, pur, 
and the Catan OF a bt D Fehow at tl. er's cx 
pence 3 who can mike things he rover aw; wn 
cannot keep {ecrets: he is a 42001915 man: be 
Tablets contain og articles oi indiviiner ty 
B * | „u 
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vou aware of him. You may often ſce it, even in 


crowded companies, where twelve ſup together on 
three couches; one of which ſhall delight at any 
rate to aſperſe the reſt, except him * who furniſhes 
the bath; and him too afterwards in his liquor, 
when truth- teliing Bacchus opens the ſecrets of his. 
heart. Yet this man ſcems entertaining, and well- 
bred, and frank to you, who are an enemy to the 
malignant: but do J, if I have laughed becauſe the 
fop Rufillus ſmells all perfumes,and Gorgonius like 
a he- goat, appear invidions and a fnarler to you ? 
If by any mcans mention happen to be made of 
the thefis ot Petillus Capitolinusin your company; 
vou defend him after your manner; as thus, Capi- 
tolinus has had me for a companion and friend even 
from childhood, and on being applied to has done 
many things on my account; and I am glad that 
he lives ſecure in the city; but I wonder, not- 
withſtanding, how he evaded that ſentence that was 
Fa/jed againſt him. This is the very eſſenee of in- 
vidious poiſon, this is mere malice itſelf ; which 
crime, that it ſhall be far remote from my writings 
and prior to them from my mind, I ſincerely pro- 
miſe, if I can take upon me to promile any thing 
of myſelf. If I ſhall fay any thing in my writings 

too ficely, if perhaps too ludicrouſly, you muſt fa- 
vour me by your indulgence with this allowance. 
For my excellent father inured me to this cuſtom, 
that by noting each particular vice, I might avoid 
is by the example of others When he exhorte.! 
me that | ſhould live thriftily, frugally, and con- 
tent with what he had provided for me; don't you 
lee, would he ſay, how wretchedly the ſon of Albius 


* The hoſt, waſter of the feaſt, 
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lives? and how miſerably, Barrus? An affecting 
jeſſon to hinder any one from ſquandring away his 
patrimony When he would deter me from filthy 
tondneſs for a ſtrumpet ; take care, ſud he, that 
you do not reſemble Sectonus. That I might not 
follow adultreſſes; when 1 could enjoy a lawful 
amour : the character, cry'd he, of Lrebonius, who 
was caught in the fact, is by no means clever. 
The philoſopher may tell you the realons what is 
better to be avoided and what to be purſued. It 
is ſufficient for me, if 1 can preſerve the morality 
traditional from my forefathers, and keep your 
life and reputation inviolate, ſo long as you ſtand 
in need of a guardian; As ſoon as age thall have 
ſrrengthened your limbs and mind, you will {wim 
without cork In this manner he formed me as 
yet a boy; and whether he ordered me to do any 
particular thing ; you have an authority, boy, for 
doing this, then he inſtanced lome one out of the 
ſelect magiſtrates, or did he forbid me any thing; 
can you doubt, ſays he, whether this thing be dit- 
honourable, and againſt your intereſt to be done, 
when this perſon and the other is become ſuch a 
burning ſhame for his bad character on theſe ac- 
counts? As a neighbouring funcral diſpirits ſick glut- 
tons, and thro' tear of death forces them to have 
mercy upon themtelves; ſo other men's diſgraces 
often deter tender miads from vices From this 
method of education | am clear tro mn ail tuch vices 
as bring deſtruction along with them; By leſler 
foibles, and ſuch as you may think vepial, 1 am 
pofciled. And even from theſe, perhaps, a ma- 
turer age, the ſincerity of a friend, or my own 
Judgment, may make great reductions. For nd 
v b. (ue 
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ther when Jam in bed, or walking in the piazzas, 
2:1 | wanting to myſelf: this way of proceeding is 

better; by doing tuch a thing 1 ſhail live more 
comfortably ; by this means [ ſhall render myſelf 
agreeable to my friends; ſuch a tranſaction was 
not clever; what ſhall 1at any time impudently 
commit any thing like it ? Theſe things I revolve 
in filence by mylclf When have any leiſure, I 
amuſe myſelf with my papers. This is one of 
thoſe lefler foibles 1 was ſpcaking of; to which if 
you don't grant your indulgence, a numerous 
band of poets may come, which will take my 
part; (fur we are many more in number now 
than ever) and, like the Jews, we will force you 
to COME over to our NUMELOUS party. 


8 ATIRNRE V. 


He deſcribes a certain jurney of his from Rome to 
Brunduſium with great pleaſantry. 
FT AVING left magnificent Rome, Aricia re- 
ccived mc in but a middling inn; Heliodo- 
7415 the rhetorician, by far the moſt learned of the 
C::ccans, was wy fellow- traveller; Thence we 
procceded to Forum- Appi, ſtuffed with ſailors and 
{arly landlords, This itage, but one for perions 
vort expedite thau we, being laggard, we di- 
wided into two; the Appian way is lefs tireſome to 
bad travellers. IIcte l, on account of ihe water, 
which was cxccrable, prociaim war againſt my 
belly, waiting not without impatience for my com- 
panious, Whilſt at tupper. Now the night was 
preparing to ipread her ſhadows upon the earth, 
and to diſplay che conſtellations in the heavens, 
| Then 
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The our ſlaves he g an to >». lib, pit of +) iT to 
the watermen, and the watcr:cn to yur f ves. 
Here, bring to, ye dogs” © You ave oeing 
« in hundreds: hold, now ſure there > cav.,h.” 
Thus while the fare is paid, and the mu'e faſlencd, 
a whole hour is paſſed away. The curſed gnats, 
and frogs o the fens drive off repoſe Whil: the 
waterman and a paſſenger well-ſoaked with plenty 
ot thick wine, vie with one another ia finging the 
praites of their abſent miſtcefles: at lengih the 
paſſenger, being tatigucd, vegins tu ſleep; aut the 
lazy water man tics the halter of the male tu. ned 
Out a grazing, to a great ſtone, and jnores, lying 
flat on his back. Aud now the day approached, 
when we {aw the boat made no way; until a cho- 
leric fellow one of the paſſengers, leaps out of the 
boat, and drubs the head and ſides of bsth mule aud 
waterman with a willow cudgel At laſt we were 
ſcarcely ſet aſhore at the“ fourth hour. We in- 
itantly waſh our taces and hands in thy water, O 
Feronia. | ben having dined we crawled on three 
miles farthcr; and arrive under Anxur, which is 
built upon rocks that look white to a great diſtance, 
Mmxcenas was to come here, as was the cacellent 
Cocceius, both ſent ambaſſadors on matters of 
great importance; having been before accuttomed 
to reconcile friends at variance. Here, having got 
{ore eyes, I was obliged to the uſe of the black 
ointment, In the nean time came Macenas, and 
Cocceius, and Fonteius Capito along with them, a 
nobleman of the greateſt accomplihments; aug 
intimate with Mark Antony, no man more tov. 


Our tes o'cleck, + Ocbavi.'s and tony. £2544 
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Withont regret wenext paſſed Fundi, where Au- 
fidious Luſcus was prætor, laughing heartily at the 
honours of that crazy ſcribe, namely, his prætexta, 
laticlave, and pan of incenſe. At our next ſtage, 
being weary, we tarry in the city of the“ Ma- 
murr#, Murena complimenting.us with his houſe, 
and Capito with his kitchen. 

The next day ariſes by much the moſt agreeable 
of all; for Plotius and Varius, and Virgil, met us 
at Sinueſſa; Souls, more candid ones than which, 
the world never produced, nor is there a perſon in 
the world more devoted to them than myſelf. O 
what embraccs, and what tranſports were there 
amongſt us ! Whilſt l am in my lenſes, nothing on 
earth can I prefer to a companionable friend. Che 
village which is next adjoining to the bridge of 
Campania, accom modated us with lodging at night 
and the public officers with ſuch a quantity of 
feuel and ſalt, as they are obliged to by law. From 
this place the mules depoſited their pack- ſaddles 
at Capua by times in the morning. Mæcenas goes 
to play at tennis; but I and Virgil to our repole ; 
for to play at tennis is hurtful to weak eyes and 
iceble conſtitutions. 

From this place the villa of Cocceius, ſituated 
above the Caudian inns, which abounds with 
plenty of every thing that is goed, receives us. Now, 
my mute, I beg ot you briefly to relate the notable 
engagement between the buffoon Sarmentus and 
Wetihus Cicirrus; and from what anceſtry deſcend- 
cd each euter:2d to the conteſt. | The illuſtrious 


* Formiz, from whence the family of the Mamurre was 
tc ſccuded. c 
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race of Meffius * Ofcian ; Sermentus his + mi- 
ſtreſs is ſtill alive. Sprung from ſuch families as 
theſe they came to the combat. And firſt Bar- 
mentus; I prenounce thee to have the very look 
* of a mad horſe, We laugh; and Meſſius him- 
ſelf lays, „accept your challenge,” and wags 
his head. ©!” cries he, if the horn was not 
© cut off your forchead, what would you not do; 
& ſince, maimed as you are, you bully at ſuch a 
« rate?” Fora toul ſcar had diſgraced the left 
part of Meſſius's griſly forehead, Then cutting. 
many jokes upon his Campanian diſeaſe, and upon 
his face, he deſired him to-exhibit Polyphemus's 
dance; that he had no occaſion for a maſque, or 
the tragic buſkivs. Ciciri us retorted largely to theſe; 
he aſked, whether he had conſecrated his chain to 
the houſhold Gods according to his vow; tho' he 
was a ſcribe, he told him, his miſtreſs's property in 
him was not the leſs on that account. Laſtly, he 
aſked, how he ever came to run away; ſuch a 
lank, meagre fellow, for whom a ꝗ pound of corn 
a-day would be more than luthcient. Jn ſhort, we 
were ſo diverted, that we continued that ſupper 
to an unuſual length. 

From hence we proceed flraight on for Bene- 
ventum; where the buillivg landlord almoſt burnt 
himſelf in roaſling ſome lean thruſhes; for the fire 
falling thro' the old kitchen floor, the ſpreading 
flame made a very prcat progretis to the higheſt 
pait of the roof. Ihen you might have ſeen the 
hungry pucſts and friplien'd ſlaves ſuatching the 


A very firong irony, for the Oſcians were infamous to 
a proverb. tarmcntus was conſequently a ſlave 


t By the laws ot the tucive tabs, flaics were allowed a 
pound of corn a day cach, - 
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ſupper out of the flames, and every body endea- 
vouring to extinguith the he, 
Aer this Apuli. began io diſcover to me her 
* wcii-known mountains, which the + Atabulus 
ſcorches with his blaſts ; and through which we 
ſhould never have crept, unleſs the neighbouring 
village of Trivicus had received us, but not with- 
out a ſmoke that brought tears in our eyes ; occa- 
fioned by a hearth's burning ſome green boughs 
with the leaves upon them. Here, like a great 
ſool as I was, I wait till midnight for a dceeitful 
miſtreſs; Sleep, however, overcomes me, whilſt 
meditating love; and diſagrecable dreams make 
me aſhamed of myſelf and every thing about me. 

From hence we were bowled awry in chaiſes 
twenty-four miles, intending to ſtop at a little 
town, which one cannot name in a f verſe, but is 
caſily enough known by deſcription. For water is 
fold here, though it is the worſt in the world; but 
their bread is exceeding fine, inſomuch that the 
wary traveller is uſed to carry it willingly on his 
ſhoulders ; for the bread at Canuſium is gritty: a 
pitcher of water is worth no more than it is here: 
which place was formerly built by the valiant Di- 
omedes. Here Varivs departs dejected from his 
weeping friends. 

From hence we came to Rubi very much fa- 
tigued ; becauſe we made a long journey, and it 
was ſtil] render'd more troubleſome by the rains. 
Next day the weather was better, but the road 


* Apul'a was Horaces native country. 
+ A wind the ſame as lapyx. Vide Ode III, Lib. I. 
| Xquotaticum was the town, whoſe name cannot ſtand in 
a hexameter verſe. 
worſe, 
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worſe, even to the very walls of Barium tha' abounds 
in fiſn. In the next place Egnatia, which ſeems to 
have been built * on troubled waters gave us occ? fi- 
on for jeſts and laughter; fer they wanted to per- 
ſuade us, that at this jacred portal the incenſe melt- 
ed without the help of fire. the Jew} Apella may 
believe this, not 1 For I have learned from Ep. 
curus, that the Gods dwell in a ſtate of tranquility ; 
nor, if nature eff ect any wonder, that the anxious 
Gods ſend it from the high canopy of the heavens: 

Brunduſium ends both my long journey and my 
paper. | | 


SATIRE VI. 


To Mc. 

Of true nability. 
Mzcenas, tho”, of all the + Lydians that ever 
inhabited the Puſcan territories, no one is ot 


a nobler family than yourſclt: and neither tho' you 
have anceſtors both on father and mother's ſide, that 


in times paſt have had the command of great ar- 
mies, do you.as the generality are wont, tols up your 


There are two meaniug in the origina' iratis lymphis, & 
The firſt ſays, the town was built in deſpite of the waters, as if 
they were offended at its being built, The ſeond, that its in» 
habitanis were viſionaries, lunatics, Lymphatici, Francis 
But there is a third interpictat on which ſeems more plauſible, 
viz that the water was very bad at this place 

+ Or, the circumciſed jew | 

$ thee's a tradijion that the Lyliars under Tyrrheni's, 


the ſon of Hercuics, came into Italy, and poſlelied themſelves 
of Tuſcany | 
Cc 


nuls 


. ( 202 
noſe at obſcure people, ſuch as me, who had only 
a fieed-man for my father: ſince you deny that it 
is of any conſequence, of what parents any man 
is born, ſo that he be a man of merit. You per- 
ſuade yourſelf with great truth, that before the 
dominion of Tullius, and “ the reign of one born 
a flave, frequently numbers of men deſcended 
from anceſtors of no rank, have both lived with 
the reputation of men of merit, and have been 
diſtinguiſhed by the greateſt honours: while on the 
other hand Lævinus, the deſcendant of that famous 
Valerius, by whoſe means Tarquinius Superbus 
fled, being expelled from his kingdom, was not a 
farthing more eſteemed on account of his family, 
even in the judgment of the people, whole diſpo- 
fition you are perfectly acquainted with; and who 
frequently fooliſhly beſtow honours on the un- 
worthy, and are, out of their ſtupidity, ſlaves to 
a name; who are ſtruck with admiration by in- 
 ſeriptions and ſtatues. What then is it fitting 
for us to do, who are far, very far removed 
from the vulgar in our ſentiments? For grant it, 
that the people had rather confer a dignity on Læ- 
vinus, than on Decius, who is a + new man; and 
the cenſor Appius would expel me the ſenate- houſe, 
becauſe I was not ſprung from afire of diſtinction; 
and that too deſervedly, inaſmuch as I refted not 
content in my own condition. But yet glory cap- 
tivates in her dazzling car the obſcure as cloſely 


* Tgnoble, becauſe Servius Tullius was the ſon of a fe- 
male captive. | | 

+ Novus hemo, literally a new man, was a term ef reproach 
for an obſcure perſon, cr one that was the firſt great man of his 


* 
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fetter'd as thoſe of N birth. What would it 

profit you, O Tullius, to reſume the robe that you 

were forced to lay aſide, and become a tribune 

again? Envy increaſed upon you, which had been 

leſs. if you had remained in a private ſtation. For 

when any crazy fellow has once laced the middle of 

his leg with the fable buſkins, and hath let flow 

the purple robe from his breaſt, he immediately 

hears; Who is this man? Whoſe ſon is he?“ 
Juſt as if there be any one who labours under the 
ſame diſtemper as Barrus does, and is ambitious of 
being reckoned handſome ; let him go where he 
will, he excites a curioſity amongſt the girls of 
inquiring into paaticulars; as what ſort of face, 
leg, what ſort of foot, teeth, hair he has. Thus 
he who engages to his fcllow citizens to take care 
Of the city, the empire, and Italy, and the ſanc- 
tuaries of the gods, forces every mortal to be ſo- 
licitous and to interrogate, from what fite he is 
deſcended, or whether he is baſe by the obicurity 
of his mother. What do you the fon of a * Syrus, 
a Dama, or a Dionyſius, dare to caſt down the 
citizens of Rome from the Tarpeian rock, or de- 
liver them up to Cadmus the executioner ? Bur, you 
may ſay, my collegue Novius ſits -below me by one 
degree: for he is only what my father was. Aud 
therefore do you eſteem yourſelf a Paulus ora 
Meſſala? But he { Novius ) if two hundred car- 
riages, and three funerals were to meet in the 
Forum, could make f noiſe enough to diown all 


Names of ſlaves. t Had ſvch a firength of voie. 
Noiſe is apt to take with the vulgar, and thus he was raiſc 1, by 
no other merit, to honours in the ſtate, 


Cc 2 thelr 


C.- 364 --} 

their horns and trumpets : this kind of merit at 
Icaſt has its weight with us. 

Now I return to myſelf, who am deſcended 
from a fre. d man; whom every body nibbles at, 
as being detcended from a freed man. Now they 
do it, becauſe, Mæcenas, I am a conſtant gueſt of 
yours; but formerly they did it, becauſe a Roman 
legion was under my command, as being then a 
military tribune. This latter caſe is different from 
the former: for the' any perſon perhaps might 
juſtly envy me that poſt ot honour, yet could he 
not do ſo with regard to your being my friend; 
eſpecially as you are very cautious to admit enly ſuch 
as are worthy of your citcem; and are far from 
having auy ſiniſter ambitious views in ſoliciting it 

1 cannot reckon my ſelf a lucky fellow on this ac- 
count, viz. that 'twas by acccideat that I got you 
for my friend; for no kind of accident threw me 
in your way 1 hat beſt ot men Virgil, long ago, 
and after him Vaims told what L was. When 
firſt I came into your preſence, I ſpoke only a few 
words in a broken manner: (for childiſh baſhful- 
neſs hindered me from (peaking more) I did not 
pretetend to tell you that I was the iſſue of an il- 
Juſtrious father: 1 did not pretend that I rode 
about the country (or, about my country eſtate) 
on a ®Satureian horſe, but plainly tell what I really 
was: You anſwer (as your culiom is) a few 
words: 1 depart : and you re. invite me after the 
ninth month, and command me to be in the num- 
per of your friends. I eſteem it a ſingular honour, 
tbat I pleaſed you, who diltinguith probity trem 


* Seturcium, or gaturum, was a town or diſlritt in Calabria 
dear T arentum, famous for the breed of borſes, 
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baſeneſs, not by the iliultiionlnele of a father, but 

by the purity of heart and the manner of living. 
But it my diſpoſition. be culpable for a tew 
faults, and thoſe 1mali ones, and is otherwiſe pcr- 
fect; (as it you ſhould condemn moles ſcatcered 
over a beautiful ſkin) if no one can juſtly lay to 
my charge avarice, nor ſordidneſs, nor impurc 
purſuits; if, in fine, (to ſpeak in my own praiſe) 

1 live undefiled, and innocent, and dear to m 
friends; my. father was the cauſe of all this: who, 
tho” a poor man on a lean farm, was unwilling to 
ſend me to a country 12555 under the pedant Flavius, 
where great boys ſprung from great centurions, 
having their ſatchels and copy-book ſwung over 
their left arm, went with money in their hands the 
very day it was duc; but had the ſpirit to bring 
me, as yet a child, to Rome, to be taught tholc 
arts which any Roman knight and ſenator can 
teach his own children. That if any perſon had 
confidered my dreſes, and the ſlaves that attcuded 
me in ſo populous a city, he would have con- 
cluded that thoſe expences were ſupplied to me out 
of ſome great hereditary eſtate. He himſelt, of all 

others the moſt faithful guardian, was conſtant 
about every one of my, preceptors. But why ſhould 
I multiply words? he preſerved me chaſte (which 
is the firſt honour ot virtue) not only from every 
actual guilt, but likewiſe from every toul imputa- 
tion: nor was he afraid leſt any thould turn it ro his 
reproach, if I ſhould come to follow a buſineſs at- 
tended with ſmall profits, in capacity of an 
auctioneer or (what he was himſelt) a tax- 
gatherer. Nor ( had that been the caſe ) ſhould | 
have complained ..On this acceunt the more praile 
is due to him, and tor me a greater degree of gra- 
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ttude. As long as I am in my ſenſes, I can nev 
be aſhamed of ſuch a father as this: and therefore 
ſhall not apologize for my birth,in the manner that 
numbers do, by denying it to be a fault of theirs. 
My language and way of thinking is remotely dif- 
ferent trom ſuch perſons. For if nature was to 
make us from a certain term of years to go over 
our paſt time again, and ſuffer us to chuſe other 

arents, fuch as every man for oſtentation's ſake 
would with for himſelf: I, content with my own, 
wou'd not afſume thoſe that are honoured with the 
enſigns and ſeats of ſtate ; for this I ſhould ſeem a 
madman in the opinion of the mob, but in yours, I 
hope, a man of ſenſe; becauſe I would be unwil- 
ling to ſuſtain a troubleſome burden, being by no 
means uſed to it. For I muſt then immediately ſet 
about acquiring a larger fortune, and more people 
muſt be complimented; and this and that com- 
panion mult always be taken along, that I could 
neither take a jaunt into the country, or a journey 
by myſelf; more domeſtics and more horſes mult be 
fed; coaches ee muſt be drawn in train. Now, if 
I pleaſe, I can go as far as Tarentum on my bob- 
rail'd mule,whote loins the portmanteau galls with 
its weight as does the aukward horſeman his ſhoul- 
ders. Yet for all this, no one can lay to my charge 
ſuch ſordidneſs as he may, Tullius, to you, when 
five ſlaves follow you, a prætor, along the Tiburtian 
way, carrying a travelling kitchen, and a“ veſſel of 
wine. Thus 1 live more comfortably, O illuſtrious 
ſenator, than you, and than thouſands of others. 
Wherever I have 4 fancy, 1 walk by myſelf: [ 
enquire into the price of herbs and bread: I tra- 
* ln order to prevent the expence of ſtopping at the "inns, 
ante r verſe 
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verſe the * tricking Circus, and the Forum often 
in the evening: 1 ſtand liſtening among the for- 
tune-tellers : thence I take myſelf home to a plate 
of onions, pulſe and pancakes My ſupper is ſerved 
up by three ſlaves: and a white ſtone flab ſupports 
two cups and a tumbler: near them ſtands a homely 
ewer, and a cruet with a little bowl, all earthen 
ware from Campania. Then I go toreſt ; by no 
means concern'd becauſe I muſt riſe in the morning 
and pay a viſit to the ſtatue of + Marſyas, who 
abſolutely diſclaims that he is able to bear the look 
of the younger Novius. 1lie a-bed to the fourth 
hour: after that I take a ramble, or I write or read 
what may amuſe me in my privacy. I am anoint- 
ed with oil, but not with ſuch as the naſty niggard 
Natta is, when he robs the lamps. But when the ſun 


become more violent, has reminded me to go to 


bathe, I eſcapę the hour of his ſcorching influence. 
Having dined in a temperate manner, juſt enough 
to hinder me from having an empty ſtomach dur- 
in the reſt of the day, I trifle in my own houle. 

This is the life of thoſe who are free from wretch- 
ed and burdenſome ambition; with ſuch things as 
_ theſe, I comfort myſelf, in a way to live more de- 
lightfully than if my grandfather had been a quæ- 
ſtort, and father, and uncle too | 
The reſort, of the cheating augurs aud fortune-tellers. 
+ The ſtatue of Marſyas, the ſatyr, who contended with 
Apollo, and was flayed for his preſumption, was ere ted in 
the Forum, oppoſite the ſcat of the Magiſtrates; and the poet 
pleaſantly goes on to ſay, it ſtood in ſuch an attitude as ſnhew- 
ed its indiguation te bchold a man, who had been a ſlave, now 
ſitting among the Magiſtrates of Rome. The iatyr, in his re- 
ſentment at ſuch a ſight, forgets. the pain of his being flay'd 
alive. This is likewiſe the ulaal: place of bankers. 

4 The Quaſtorſhip was a place ef great bonour and profit, 
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SATIRE VII. 


a; B deſcribes a ſquabble bet wixt e | 
and Perſius. 


N. what manner the“ mongrel Perſius revenged 
the filth and venom of Rupilius, ſurnamed 
King, is, I think, known to all the blind and bar- 
bers in Rome This Perſius, being a man of for- 
tune, had a very great buſineſs at + Clazomene, 
and, into the bargain, certain troubleſome litiga- 
tions with King ; a harden'd fellow, and one who 
was able to exceed even King in virulence ; con- 
tident, bluſtering, and of ſuch a bitterneſs of 
ſpeech, that he wou'd out-ſtrip the Siſennæ and 
Barri, if ever ſo well equipt 5 for the purpoſe 
But I returt to King. After nothing could be 
ſettled betwixt them; (for people amongſt whom 
adverſe war breaks out, are proportionably vexa- 
tious on the ſa:ne account as they are brave. Thus 
between Hector, the ſon of Priam, and the high- 
: t1pirited Achilles, the rage was of ſo capital a na- 
ture, that only the final deſtruction of one of them 
could determine it; and this on no other account 
than that valour in each of them was conſum- 
mate. It diſcord ſets two cowards to work, or if an 
engage ment happens between two that are not of a 


* Perfius was a Greek by his father, and an Italian by his 
mother. t A city of the leſſer Aſia. 

| viſenn@ 1nd Barri were infamous in all reſpects but eſ- 
| pecially for virulcnee of ſpeech 


$ On white herſes; a preverbial expreſſion : White horſes 
were deemed the ſwifteſt. : 1 
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match, as“ that of Diomede and the Lycian Glau- 
cus; the worſe man will walk off, buying his peace 
by ſending preſents) when Brutus held, as prztor, 
the fertile Aſia, this notable pair, Rupilius and 
Perſius encountered; in ſuch à manner, that the 
1 Bacchius was never better matched with 
ithus. Impetuous they hurry to the cauſe; 
each of them a fine light, 

Perſius firft opens his caſe; and is laugh'd at by 
all the aſſembly; he extols Brutus, and extols 
the guard; he ſtiles Brutus the ſun of Aſia, and 
his attendants he ſtiles ſalutary ftars, all except 
King ; that he, he /ays, came like that dog, the 
conſtellation hateful to huſbandmen ; in ſhort, he 

our'd along like a wintry flood, where the ax 
eldom comes. 

Then upon his running on in fo ſmart and fluent 
a manner, the Præneſtine king directs ſome witti- 
ciſms ſqueezed from the vineyard, himſelf a hardy 
vine-dreſſer, never defeated, to whom the paſſen- 
ger had often been obliged to yield, bawling cuc- 
kow with roaring voice 

But the Grecian Perſius, as ſoon as he had been 
well ſprinkled with Italian vinegar, bellows out : 
O Brutus, by the great Gods I conjure you, who 
art accuſtomed to take off f kings, why do you 
not diſpatch this king? Believe me, this is a piece 
of work which of right belongs to you. 


Homers lliad, book the fourth. 
+ It was an hareditary glory in the family of Brutus, to a- 
boliſh tyrauny and puniſh tyrants 
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SATIRE VIII. 


Priapus complains that the Eſquilian mount is in- 
fefled with the incantations of ſorcereſſes. 


FP I was the trunk of a wild fig- 
tree, an uſeleſs log: when the artificer, in 
doubt whether he ſhould make a ſtool or a * Pri- 
apus of me, determined ar laſt that I ſhould be a 
God. Henceforward I became a God, the greateſt 
terror of thieves and birds ; for my right hand re- 
itrains thieves, and a bloody- looking pole is ſtretch= 
ed out from my frightful middle: but a reed fixed 
upon the crown of my head terrifies the miſchiev- 
ous birds, and hinders them from ſettling in theſe 
new gardens, Before this, the fellow-ſlave bore 
dead corpſes thrown out of their narrow cells to 
this place, in order to be depoſited in paltry coffins, 
This place ſtood a common ſepulchre for the mi- 
ſerable mob, for the buffoon Pantolabus, and No- 
mentanus the rake. Here a column aſligned a 
thouſand feet of ground in front, and three hund- 
red towards the fields; that the burial-place ſhould 
not deſcend to the heirs of the eſtate. Now one 
may live in the Eſquiliæ, ſince it is made ꝗ an 
healthy place, and walk upon an open terraſs ; 
where lately the melancholy paſſengers beheld the 
ground frightful with white bones: tho both the 


* He was the ſen of Bacchus and Fe and preſided over, 
and was a protector to the gardens. In fat, he was nothing 
but a ſcare crow. + By Mxcenas, Rs 
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thieves and wild beaſts uſed to infeſt this place, 
put together, do not accaſion me fo much care 
and trouble, as do theſe hags, that turn peoples 
minds by their incantations and drugs. Lheſe L 
cannot by any means deſtroy nor hinder, but that 
they will gather bones and noxious herbs, as ſoon 
as the flecting moon has ſhewn forth her beaute- 
ous face, 1 
I myſelf ſaw Canidia, with her ſable garment 
tucked up, walk with bare feet and diſhevelled 
Hair, yelling together with the elder Sagana. Pale- 
neſs had rendered each of them horrible ro behold. 
They began to claw up the earth with their nails, 
and to tear a black ewe-lamb to pieces with their 
teeth. The blood was poured into a ditch, that 
from thence they might charm out the ſhades of 
the dead, ghoſts that were to give them anſwers. 
There was a woolen effigy too, another of wax: 
the woolen one larger, which was to inflict ſome 
ſort of puniſhment oa the litttle one of wax. The 
waxen ſtcod in a ſuppliant poſture, as ready to 
periſh in a ſervile manner. One of the hags in- 
vokes Hecate, and the other fell Tiſiphone. Then 
might you ſee ſerpents and infernal bitches crawl 
about them; and the moon with bluſhes withdraw- 
ing bebind the lofty monuments,that the might not 
be a witneſs ro thele infamous doings. —bur if 1 
lie, even a tittie, about this affair, may my head be 
contaminated with the white filth ot ravens; and 
may Julius, and the effeminate Miſs Pediatius, and 
the knave Voranus come to urine upon me, and 
befoul me. Why ſhould 1 mention every particu— 
lar? viz. in what manner, ſpeaking alitcrnaiciz 
with Sagana, the ghoſis uttered diſmal and percing 

31) d 2 ihbrickss 


: ana. 2 ** — we 


(:-233;:}; 
ſhrieks ;. and how clandeſtinely they hid in the 
earth a wolt's beard, with the tecih of a ſpotted 
inake; and how great a blaze flamed forth from 
the waxen image? and how I was thocked at the 
voices and actions of thele two furies, a ſpectator 
however by no means incapable of revenge; for 
from my * cleft bum of fig- tree 1 let a fart, which 
made as great an exploſion as a burſten bladder. 
But they immediately ran into the city: and then, 
with exceeding laughter and diverſion might you 
have ſeen Canidia's artificial teeth, and Sagana's 
towering tete of falle hair falling off, and the 
herbs, and the inchanted bracelets from her arms. 


SATIRE 1X. 


He deſcribes his ſufferings from the leguacity of an 
impertinent fellow, 


I Was accidentally going. along the Via Sacra, 

meditating on ſome trifle or other, as is my 
cuſtom, and totally intent upon it. A certain per- 
ſon, known to me by name only, runs up; and 
having ſeized my hand, How do you do, my 
% deareſt man alive?” Tolerably well, ſays I, 
as times go; and I wiſh you every thing you 
can deſire. When I perceived he ſtill tollow'd 
me; would you any thing? ſays 1 to him. 
But he, © + You know me, ſays he: I] am a 


* The wood of which he was made, not being perfectly dry, 
bis godfhip burſt: the witches took the crack for what the poet 
fays it was, and the god boaſts of it, as a ſignal mark ef his 
YEngeance, f Or, but ſays he, you know me. 4 
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& man of learning ” Upon this account ſays I, 
you'll have more of my eſteem. Wanting ſadly 
to get away, from him, ſumetimes I walked on a- 
pace, now and then I: ſtopt and wiſpered ſome- 
thing to my boy. When the ſweat ran down to 
the bottom of my ancles; O, ſays I to myſelf, 
* Bollanus, how happy are you in a head- piece 
Meanwhile he kept prating on any thing that came 
uppermoſt, praiſed the ſtreets, the city; and when 
I made him no anſwer; ou want terribly, ſays 
he, to get away: perceived it long ago: but you 
* are never the nearer; I ſhall till Rick cloſe to 
« you: I ſhall follow you hence, where are you at 
t preſent bound for?” There is no need for your 
being carried ſo much about; I want to ſee a per- 
ſon who is unknovn to you; be lives a great way 
off acroſs the Liber, juſt by Cæſar's gardens. 
„have nothing to do, and am not lazy, I will at- 
« tend you thither.“ I hang down my ears like 
a ſurly aſs, when an heavier load than ordinary is 
put upon his back, He begins again: If I am 
t tolcrably acquainted with myſelf, you will not 
« efteem Viſcus, or Varius as a friend, more than 
« me; for who can write more verſes, or in a 
« ſhorter time than I? Who, can move his limbs 
© with ſofter grace in the dance? And then I ſing, 
that even Hermogenes may envy me. | 
Here there was an opportunity of interrupting 

him; have you, dir, a mother, or any relations, that 
are intereſted in your welfare? “Not one have I: 
« have buried them all.“ Happy they! now I 


* Nothing is recorded of him, but that he was either a very | 
cholexic or a very ſtupid fellow, The latter ſenſe is preferted. 
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remain. Difpatch me: for the fatal moment is at 
hand, which an old Sabine ſorcereis, having ſhaken 
her divining urn, foretold when I was a boy: 
This child, neither ſhall cruel poiſon, nor the 
© hoſtile ſword, nor the crippling gout, nor pleu- 
* rily, nor cough deſtroy; a babbler ſhall one 
„day demoliſh him: if he is wiſe, let him avoid 
© talkative nN as ſoon as he comes to man s 
© eſtate.” 

One fourth of the day being now paſt; we came 
to Veſta's: and, as good luck would have it, he 
was obliged to appear to his recognizance; which 
unleſs he did, he muſt have loſt his cauſe. © If 
„% you love me, ſays he, ſtep in here a little.“ 
May I die, if 1 be either able to ſtand it out, or 
have any knowledge of the civil laws ; and be- 
ſides, I am in a hurry, you know whither. I 
„ am in doubt what 1 ſhall do, ſays he; whe- 
*« ther deſert you, or my cauſe:” Me, I beg of 
you, Sir. I will not do it,“ ſays he; „ and 


began to take the lead of me. 1 (as it is difficult 


to contend” with one's maſter) follow him. 


Ho ſtands it with Mzcenas and you?“ Thus 


he begins his prate again. © He's one of few 
© intimates, and of a very wiſe way of thinking. 
No man ever made uſe of opportunities with 
more cleverneſs - You ſhould have a powerful 
© affiitant, who could play an under part, if you 
«+ were diſpoſed to recommend * this man: may 1 
« periſh, it you would not ſupplant all the reſt.” 
We do not live there-in the manner you imagine: 
there is not a houſe | in Rome that is freer or more 


* 
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remote from evils * of this nature. It is never of 
any diſſervice to me, that any particular perſon is 
wealthier or a better ſcholar than Iam: every in- 
dividual has. his proper rank. © You tell me a 
* marvellous thing, ſcarcely credible,” But ir is 
even ſo. Lou the more inflame my deſires to 
© be near his perſon.” You need only be inclined 
to it: ſuch is your merit, you will accompliſh it: 

and he is very capable of being won; and on that 
account the firſt acceſs to him he makes difficult. 
&« J will not be wanting to myſelf: I will corrupt 
&« his ſcrvants with preſents, if Lam excluded to- 
© day, I will not deuſt; I will ſeek proper oppor- 

„ tunitics; I will meet him in the public ſtreets ; 
« will wait upon him home. This world allows 
te nothing to mortals without great labour.” While 
he was running on at this rate, lo, Fuſcus Ariſtius 
comes up, a dear triend of mine, and one who 
knew the fellow well. We make a ſtop. © Whence 
*« come you? Whither are you going?“ he aſks 
and anſwers. I began to twitch him by the elbow, 
and to take hold of his arms that were affectedly 
paſſive, nodding and diſtorting my eyes, that he 
might reſcue me. Crucelly arch he laughs, and 
pretends not to take the hint: anger galled my 
liver. Certainly, /azs I, Fuſcus, you mentioned 
that you wanted to communicate ſomething to me 
in private, ** I remember it very well; but will 
© tcll it you at a better opportunity: to-day i is the 


Family broils and jealouſies. 


thirtieth 
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a thirtieth * ſabbath. Would you affront the cir 
cumciſed Jews ?“ I reply, that I had no ſcruple 
of conſcience on that account. * But I have: I 
- an ſomething weaker, one of the multitude. 
You muſt forgive me : I will ſpeak with you 
* at another time.” And hath this ſun aroſe ſo 
diſaſtrous upon me? The wicked rogue runs a- 
Way, and leaves me under the harrow. But by good 
luck his adverſary met + him: and © whither are 
* you going, you infamous fellow?” roars he with 
2 loud voice: And, © do you witneſs the arreſt ?” 
I inſtantly + afſent. He hurries him into court: 
there is a great clamour on both ſides, and a mob 
came up from all parts. Thus Apollo preſerved me. 


SATIRE X. 


He ſupperts the judgment he had before given of Lu- 
cil:us, and interſperſes ſome excellent precepts for 
the writing of Satire. | 


O be ſure I did | ſay that the verſes of Lnci- 
lius did not run ſmoothly. Who is ſo fooliſh- 
ly fond of Lucilius, that he would not own this ? 


The Jews began their year the firſt of September, and ce- 
lebra ed their Paſſover abeut the middle of April, at the ex- 
piration of thirty weeks, It continued cight days, the two firſt 
and two laſt of which, it was not permitted amongſt them 
even to talk upon buſineſs. + The impertinent fellow. 

} Literally, * 1 offer my car“ for the perſon to touch; 
which was a particular form on theſe occaſions, and without 
which tte perſon called on was not obliged to appear. 

| Sce Satire the fourth of this book, 


But 
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But the ſame writer is applauded in the ſame ſa- 
tire, on account of his having laſhed the town with 
great humour. Neverthelels, granting him this I 
will not therefore give up other confilerat:ons for 
at that rate I might even admire the farces of La- 
berius as fane poems. Wherefore it is by no means 
ſufficient to make an auditor grin with laughter : 
and yet there is ſome degree of merit even in this. 
There is a conciſeneſs requiſite, that the ſentence 
may run off, nor embarraſs it{clf in a multiplicity 
of words, that overload the ſated car; and ſome- 
times a grave, frequently a jocoſe ſtile is neceſſary, 
ſupporting the character one while of the orator, 
and at another of the poet, new and then that of 
a graceful raillier, that curbs the force of his plea- 
ſantry, and weakens it on purpoſe. For ridicule 
often decides matters of importance more effectu- 
ally, and in a better manner, than the ſevere. 
Thoſe pocts by whom the ancient comedy was 
wrote, {tood upon this foundation, and in this are 
they worthy of imitation: whom neither the ſmoeth 
faced Hermogenes ever read, nor that“ baboon 
who is ſkilled in nothing but ſinging the wanton 
compoſitions of Calvus and Catullus. | 

But Lucilius ſay they, did a great thing, when 
he intermixed Greek words with Latin. O late- 
learned dunces! what do you think that arduous and 
admirable, which was done by Pitholco the Rho- 
dian ? But (till they cry) the ſtile clegantly com- 
poſed of both tongues is the more pleaſant, as if 


Demetrius, a poet and actor, very remarkable for his 
deformity. ä 
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The“ Falernian wine is mixed with Chianz- 
When you make verſes, I aſk you this queſtion, . 
were you to undertake the difficult cauſe of the 
taccuſed Petillus, whether, for inſtance, forgetful of 
your country and your father's language, while Pe- 
dius, Poplicola, and Corvinus, elaborately pleaded 
againſt you in Latin; would you chuſe to inter- 
mix words borrowed from abroad, like the tdouble 
tongued Canufinian ? But as for myſelf, who was 
born on this ſide the water, when I was upon 
making Greek verſes; Romulus appearing to me 
after mid-nighbt, when dreams are true, forbad 
me in words to this effect: © You cou'd not be 
© puilty of more folly by carrying timber into a 
e wood, than if you are deſirous to throng i in a- 
80 mongſt the great crouds of Grecian writers“ 

Zhere/cre while the bombaſtical Alpinus murders 

pcor Memnon, and while he deforms the | muddy 
ſource of the Rhine, I amuſe myſelf with theſe 
ſatires; which can neither be recited in the temple 
of Apollo, as conteſting for the prize, when Tarpa 
pre fides 2s judge, nor can have a run over and over 
again repreſented | in the theatre, You, O Funda- 
nus, of ail mcn breathing, are the moſt capable of 
prauling tales in a comic vein; how an artful 
courtezan, and a Davus impoſe upon an old Chre- 


One of theſe wines was ſweet, and the other rough, conſe» 
quently they drank beſt mixed. 
+ Sec ſatire the fourth, of this book 
+ Canuſium was a town of Apulia, whoſe inhabitants were 
of Grecian extraction, and ſpoke (as a modern would ſay) 
broken Latin. 
$ The name of a wretched tragedy wrote by this Alpinus. 
In his wretched deſcription of it; the name of the river: 
in the Celtic language, guiſyivg pure, 
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mes: Pollio ſings the actions of kings in“ Tambic 
meaſure: the ſublime Varius compoics the manly 
Fpic, in a manner that no one can equal; And to 
Virgil the muſes that delight in rural ſcencs have 
granted the , delicate and the elegant. It was 
this kind of ſatiric writing, the Atacinian Varro 
and /ome ethers having attempted it withou ſucceis, 
which I may have tome {light merit in; inferior 
to the inventor: nor would 1 preſume to pull off 
the laurel crown, placed upon his brow with ſuch 
great applauſe. 

But I ſaid that he flowed muddily, frequently 
carrying along more things which cer ainiy ought 
to be taken away than left. Be it ſo, do you, who 
are a great ſcholar, find ng fault with any thing 
in the great Homer, I pray? Does the facetious Lu- 
cilius make no alterations in the tragedics of Ac- 
cius | Docs not the ſume poet ridicule many of Eu- 
nius's verſes, which are too light for the gravity of 
the ſubject? When at the ſame time he ipeaks of 
himſelf, by no means as ſuperior to what he blames, 
What therefore ſhould hinder me likewiſe, while L 
am reading the works of Lucilius, from enquiring 
whether 'tis bis genius, or the difficult nature of his 
ſubject, chat will not ſuffer his verles to be more 
finiſhed, and io run more ſmoothly, than it any 
one, thinking It ſufficient (attending to this only) 
to conclude a fomcthing of tix tect, be fond of 
writing two hundred verics betore he cats, aud as 
many after ſuppcr? Such was the genius of the 


Had three meaſures, each conſiſting of two feet. Hence 
Jometimes ſenarii, and ſoiketlines trimetra, 


7 The Aneid was not publiſhed, v hea 8155s fetire was write. 
 & + lu can 
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Tuſcan Caſſius, more in 8 than a rapid river; 
who, as it is currently reported, was burnt at the 
tuncral pile with the fcue! of his pon books and 
papers. Let it be allowed, I ſay, that Lucilius was 
an humorous and polite writer, that he was alſo 
more correct than Enoius, the author of a kind of 
poctry not yet well cultivated, nor at all attempt- 
ed by the Grecjans, and mere corrett likewiſe than 
the tribe of our old poets: but yet he, if he had 
been brought down by the fates to this age of ours, 
would have retrench'd a great deal from his wri- 
tings: he would have prun'd off every thing that 
ſhou'd tranſgrels the limits of perfection; and, in 
the compoſition of verics, would often have ſcratch- 
ed his head, and bir his nails to the quick. 

You that intend to write, what is worthy te 
be read more than once, “ blot frequently: and 
take no pains to make the multitude admire you, 
content with the few judicious readers. What, 
wou'd you be ſuch a foul as to be ambitious that 
your verſes thould be taught in petty ſchools? That 
is not my caſe, It is enough tor me that the knight 
NMæcenas applaud: as the com ageous attrels Ar- 
buſcula expreſſed kerfelt, in contempt of the reſt 
ot the audience, when ſhe was hitled by the popu» 
lace. Whar, ſhall that grub-worm Pantilius have 
any effect on me? Or can I be vexed, that De- 
wetrius caips at me behind my back? or becauſe 
the trifler Fannius, that hanget-on to Hermogenes 
Tigellius attempts to hurt me? May Plotius, and 


* Literally, often turn your ſtylus. The ſtylus was an in- 
ſtrument to write in w2x with; one end of which was ſharp, in 
order to form the letters, and the other flat, like a trowel, te 
eraſc them occalionalliy, | 


Varius, 
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Varias, Mzcenas, and Virgil, Valgius, and Ofta- 
vius approve theſe ſatires, and the excellent Fuſcus 
likewiſe; and 1 could with that both the Vici 
would join in their commendations: Ambition 
apart, I may mention you too, O Pollio; you allo 
Meſſala, together with your brother; and at the 
ſame time you, ye Bibuli and Servi; and along 
with theſe, you, candid Furnius; I could name many 
others, whom, though men'of learning and m 
friends, I purpoſely omit: to whom 1 could with 
theſe ſatires, ſuch as they are, may give ſatisfaction; 
and I ſhould be very much chagrin'd if they pleaſed 
in a degree below my expectation. You, Deme- 
trius, and you, Tigellius, I bid lament among(t 
your female diſciples. 


Go, * boy, and inſtamiy copy this 88 more 
into the end of my bosk. 


* His amanuuen ſis. 


ATT; 


HORN AUA E 
BOOK I. 
S A T 1 R E I. 


He ſuppoſes himſelf to conſult with Trebatius, whe- 
ther he ſhould deſiſt from writing /atires, or not. 
1 ſcem too ſevere in the writing of ſatire, 

and to extend the affair too far: Another 
{ct are of opinion, that all I have written is nerve- 
leſs, and that a thouſand verſes like mine might 
be ſpun out in one day. Trebatius, give me your 


advice, what I ſhall do, Be quiet. I ſhall not 
make, you ſay, verſes at all. I do ſay fo. * 
| be 


HER E are ſome perſons to whom I may 
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I be hanged, if that would not be beſt: but T can- 
not ſleep. Let thoſe, who want ſound ſleep, a- 
nointed ſwim three times croſs the Tiber: and 
have their clay well moiſtened with wine over- 
night. Or, if ſuch a great love of ſeribbling hurries 
you on, venture to celebrate the atchievements of 
the invincible Cæſar, certain of ample rewards for 
your pains. Deſirous I am, my good father, to do 
this, yet my ſtrength fails me: nor can any one 
deſcribe the troops briſtled with ſpears, nor the 
Gauls dying on their ſhiver'd darts, nor the wounded 
Parthian falling from his horſe. Nevertheleſs you 
may deſcribe him juſt and brave, as the wiſe Luci- 
lius did Scipio. I will not be wanting to my- 
ſelf, when I can bring matters to bear; no verſes 
of Horace s, unleſs well-timed, will gain the at- 
tention of Cæſar; whom, like a generous ſteed, it 
you ſtroke aukwardly, he will kick back upon you 
being at all quarters on his guard. How much 
better would this be, than to cut with ſevere ſa- 
tire Pantolabus the buffoon, and the rake Nomen- 
tanus? when, beſides, every body is afraid for him- 
{elf, left he ſhould be the next, and hates you, tho' he 


oy is not meddled with. What (hall Ido? Milonius x K 

falls a dancing, the moment he becomes light- | 
headed and warm, and the candles appear multi- 

* _ ply'd. Caſtor delights in horſemanſhip; and he 

„ who ſprang * from the ſame egg, in boxing. As 

many thouſands of people as there are in the werld 

ff ſo many different inclinations are there. I am & 

, amuſed with putting words into metre, in the 9 

It * Caſtor and Pollux were horn of, or tkther hatched by 

V Leda, in conſequence of her amour with Jopiter A. the ape 

e ef a ſwan. 2 
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manner of Lucilius, who had greater abilities than 
you and I put together. He long ago communi- 
cated his ſecrets to his books, as to faithful friends; 
never having recourſe elſewhere, whether things 
went well or ill with him : whence it happens, 
that the whole life of this old poet is as open to 
the view, as if it had been painted on a * votive 
tablet. His example I follow, + tho” in doubt 
whether I am a Lucanian, or an Apulian : forthe 
Venulinian farmers plow upon the boundaries of 
hoth countries, who (as the ancient tradition has it) 
were a colony ſent, on the expluſion of the Sam- 
nites, for this purpoſe, that the enemy might not 
make incurſions on the Romans, thro' a vacant un- 
guarded frontier; or leſt the Apulian nation, or the 
fierce Lucanian, ſhould make an invaſion. But this 
pen of mine ſhall not wilfully attack any man 
breathing, and ſhall defend me like a {word that is 
ſheathed in the ſcabbard : which why ſhould I ate 
tempt to draw, while L am ſafe from hoftile vil- 
lains? O Jupiter, father and ſovereign, may my wea- 
pon laid afide wear away with ruſt, and may no 
one injure me, who am defirous of peace! But 
that man who ſhall provoke me (I give notice 
that it is better to let me alone) ſhall weep his 
folly, and a diſtinguiſhed character ſhall be ſung 
through all the ſtreets of Rome. 


The Remans had often pictures drawn of certain events in 


their lives, which they bound themſelves by a yew to conſec- 
rate to the gods. 


+ A tedious parentheſis in which he burleſques Lucilius's 
manner of writing, | 


Cervius, 


Wy re” {1 EO Inn como? —— | 
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Cervius, when he is offended, threatens one with 
the laws and the judiciary urn; Albutius's Cani- 
dia poiſon to thoſe, with whom ſhe is at enmity f 
Turius threatens great damages againft you, if you 
conteft any thing while he preſides as judge. How 
every thing terrifics thoſe taken for its enemies, 
with that in which it is moſt powerful, and how 
ſtrong natural inſtinct commands this, thus infer 
with me. The wolf attacks with his teeth, the 
bull with his horns. From what principle is this, 


if not a ſuggeſtion from within? Intruſt that de- 


dauchee Sczva with the cuſtody of his ancient mo- 
ther; his pious hand will commit no outrage : A. 
wonder indeed ! juſt as the wolf does not attack 
any one with his hoof, nor the bull with his teeth: 
but a honied potion may take off the old dame. 
That I may not be tedious, whether a placid old 
age awaits me, or whether death now hovers about 
me with his fable wings; rich, or poor, at Rome, 


or if fortune ſhould ſo order it, an exile abroad; 


whatever be the coionr of my life, I will write» 
O my child, I fear you cannot be long lived; and 
that ſothe creature of the great ones will ſtrike you 
ſtiff What? when Lucilius had the courage to 
be the firſt in compoſing verſes after this manner 


and to pull off that maſk, by the means of which 


each man ſirutted with a fair outſide, tho' foul 


within; what, was Lælius or + he who derived a 


well-deſerved title from the deſtruction of Car- 
thage, offended at his wit? or were they hurt at 
Metellus's being laſhed, or Lupus covered over 


A criminal was accquitted or eondemned by the number of 
votes which the judges caſt into an urn. | 


+ Scipis Africanus, 
Ff | with 
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with Lucilius's lampoons ? But he took to taſk the 
heads of the people, and the people themſelves ; 
clafs by claſs; in ſhort, he ſpared none but vir- 
tue and her friends. But yet, when the valo- 
rous Scipio, and the mild philoſophical Lzlius, 
had withdrawn-themſelves from the croud, and the 
public ſcene; they uſed to divert themſelves with hin: 
and joke in a free manner, while a few vegeta- 
bles boiled for ſupper. Of whatever rank I am, 
tho” below the eſtate and wit of Lucilius; yet envy 
muſt be obliged to own that I have lived well 
with great men; and wanting to faften her“ tooth 
upon ſome weak part will ſtrike it againſt the 
ſolid : unleſs you, learned Trebatius, diſapprove of 
any thing I have ſaid. For my part, I cannot 
make any objection to this, But however that 
forewarned you may be upon your guard, leſt an 
ignorance of our ſacred laws ſhould bring you into 
trouble: be ſure of this: if any perſon ſhall make 
fcandalous verſes againſt a particular man, an action 
lies, and ſentence may be paſſed againſt him. It is 
granted, if they are ſcandalous : but if a man com- 

ſes good ones, and praiſed for em by ſuch a 

judge as Cæſar? if a man falls foul upon him only 
who deſerves his invectives, while himſelf is un- 
blameable? In ſuch a caſe, the proceſs will be can- 
celled with laughter: and you, being diſmiſſed, 
may depart in peace. 


 * Alluging to the fable of the viper and the file, . 
SATIRE 
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SATIRE n. 
On /rugality., 


WI AT and how great the virtue to live cen- 
tentedly on a little, (tho' this is no doctrioe 
of mine; but what Ofellus the peaſant, a philoſo- 
pher without the rules, and of an home-ſpun wit, 
taught me} learn, my good friends, not amonglt 
luxurious diſhes and ſplendid tables ; when the cye 
is dazzled with vain glare of the plate, and the 
mind, intent upon falſe appearances, retuſes to ad- 
mit better things; but here, before dinner, diſcuis 
this point with me. Why fo, ſay you? I will in- 
form you, if I can. Every corrupted judge exa- 
mines but badly into the truth of a cauſe. After 


hunting the hare, or being ſpent by an unruly 


horſe; or if the Roman exerciſe.fatigues you more 


accuſtomed to Grecian effeminacies; or the ſwitt 


ball, while cagernels ſoftens and prevents your per- 


ceiving the ſeverity of the game; or if quoits de- 
light you, ſmite ho yielding air with the quoit: 


when exercife has worked off your ſqueamiſlineſs; 


dry and hungry, then let me ſee you deſpiſe mean 


viands; and not drink Falernian, unlels qualiſied 
with Hymettian honey. Your buttler is abroad 


and the tempeſiuous ſea preſerves the fith by its 


wintry ſtorms: a bit of breid and falt will ſuffi- 
ciently appeaſe an importunate ſtomach From 
whence do you think this comes? and how is it ob- 
tained ? The conſummate pleaſure is not in the 
coſtly flavour, but in yourlelf, Do you icck {2 
tauce by ſweating. Neither oyſters, nor [car, ner 
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the far fetched * lagois, can give any pleaſure to 
one bloated and pale thro' intemperance. Never - 
theleſs, if a peacock was ſerved up, I ſhould hardly 
be able to prevent your gratifying the palate with 
that, rather than a pullet, fnce you are prejudiced 
by the vanities of things: becaule the ſcarce bird is 
bought with gold, and diſplays a fine fight with its 
painted tail: as if that was any thing to the pur- 
pole. What, do you cat that plumage, which you 
extol ſo much? or has the bird the ſame beaut 
when 'tis drefſed ? Since however there is no dif- 
terence in the meat, in one preferably to the other; 
'tis manifeſt that you are impoſed upon by the 
dilparity of their appearances. But let it he grant» 
ed you. 

By what gift are you able to diſtinguiſh, whe- 
ther this lupus, that now opens its jaws before us, 
was taken in the Tiber or the ſea? or whether it 
was toſſed aſhore between the bridges, or at the 
mou: h of the + Tuſcan river? Fool, you praiſe a 
mullet that weighs three pounds; which yet you 
are obliged to cut into ſmall pieces Outward ap- 
| pearances lead, you, I ſee. To what intent do you L 
contemn large lupules ? becauſe truly thoſe are by 
nature bulky, and theſe very light. A hungry ſto- 
mach ſeldom loaths common victuals. O that I 
could ſee a ſwinging mpllet extended upon a ſwin- 
ging diſh, cries that gullet which is fit for the vo- 
racious bar pies themſelves. But O (Cay 1) ye 
ſouthern blatts be preſent to taint the delicacies 
of theſe gluttons: tho” the boar and turbot newly 
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A bird, whoſe flcſh taſted like hate; probably a curlew. 
+ 80 called, becauſe it divides Latium from Tuſcany. 
taken 
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taken are rank, when ſurfeiting abundance provoke 
the ſick ſtomach; and when the ſated guttler pre- 
fers turnips and ſharp elicampane. However, all 
appearance of poverty is not quite bauiſhed from the 
banquets of our nobles; for there is, even at this 
day, a place for paltry eggs and black olives. And 
it was not long ago, ſince the table of Gallonius 
the auctioneer was rendered infamous, by having 
a ſturgeon ſerved up whole upon it. What? was 
the ſea at that time leſs nutritive of tur bots? 
The turbot was ſecure, and the ſtork unmoleſted 
in her neſt, till the “ prztorian Sempronius, the in- 
ventor firſt taught you to eat them. From whence 
I am convinced, that if any one was to give it out 
that roaſted cormorants are delicious; the Roman 
youth, ſo teachable in depravity, would acquieſce 
in its 

But in the judgement of Oſelius, a ſordid way of 
living will differ widely from frugal ſimplicity. For 
tis to no purpoſe for you to ſhun that vice of 


1 luxury; if perverſely you fly fo the contrary extreme. 
Avidienus, to whom the nick- name of dog is ap- 


ply'd with great propriety, eats olives of five years 


old, and wild cornels; and cannot bear to rack off 


his wine unleſs it be turned ſour, and the ſmell of 


his oil you cannot endure: which (tho? cloathed in 
] white he celebrates the wedding feſtival, bis birth- 


day, or any other feſtal days) he pours out him- 


Horace calls him ironically pretrorian, for when Sem- 
pronius put up for that bigh office he had not ſeven votes, 


+ Repeſia: an entertainment made by the bridegroom the 
day after marriage. | 


felt 
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1 ſelf by little and little, from an horn eruet, that 
N holds two pounds, upon his cabbage, but at the ſame 

T.> \ time is laviſh enough of his ſtrong old vinegar®, 

1 What manner of living therefore ſhall the wiſe 
|; man put in practice, and which of theſe examples 


| and the dog on the other, as the ſaying is. A per- 
L fon will be accounted decent, inaſmuch as he of- 

fends not by ſordidneſs, and is deſpicable through 
0 neither extreme of conduct. Such a man will not, 
| after the example of old Albucius, be tyrannically 


offices: nor, on the contrary, like ſimple Nævius, 
177 will he offer greaſy water to his company: for 
1 {| this too is a great fault. 
14 Now learn what and how great benefits a tem- 
* 77 perate diet will bring along with it. In the firſt 
| * place you may enjoy good health; for you may 
readily believe how detrimental a diverſity of things 
is to any man, when you recollect that ſort of food 
which, by its ſimplicity, ſat ſo well upon your ſto- 
| | mach ſome time ago, when you was a child. But 
P þ, | when you have once mixed boiled and roaſt toge- 
U ther, together thruſhes and ſhell- fiſn; the ſweet 
48 juices will turn into bile, and the thick phlegm will 


rr 
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how pale cach gueſt riſes from atperplexing variety 
ot diſhes at an cnt:rtainment ? Beſides this, the 


To correct the bad taſte of the oil, this being cheapeſt. 

t A proverbial expreſſion for being in a difficult ſituation, 
Between two fires. 

t Literally, a doabtful ſupper, i e. the variety is ſo great, 
that the guelts hefitate, arc in doubt, what they ſhall chuſe firſi. 


body, 


7 ſhall he copy? On one + ſide the wolf preſſes on, 


( cruel while he aſſigns his ſervants their reſpective 
ö 
4 


bring a jarring upon the ſtomach, Don't you ſee 
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body, overloaded with the debauch of yeſterday, de- 
preſſes the mind along with it, and fixes to the 
earth that portion of the divine ſpirit. Another 
man, as ſoon as he has taken a repaſt, and render- 
ed his limbs up to repoſe in the ſame inſtant al- 
moſt, riſes vigorous in the morning to the duties of 
his calling. However, he may ſometime have re- 
courſe to better cheer; whether the revolving year 
ſhall bring on a feſtival, or if he has a mind to re- 
freſh his body, impaired by labour; and when years 
Mall approach, and feeble age require to be uſed 
more tenderly. But as for you, it a troubleſome 
habit of body, or creeping old age, ſhould come 
upon you; what addition can be made to that 
{oft indulgence, which you, as yet young and in' 
health, anticipate ? | 
Our anceſtors praiſed a boar when it was ſtale ; 
not becauſe they had no noſes ; but with this view, 
I ſuppoſe, that a viſiter, coming later than ordi- 
nary might partake of it, tho' a little muſty, rather 
than the voracious maſter ſhould devour it all him- 
ſelf while ſweet. I with that the primitive earth 
had produced me amongſt ſuch heroes as theſe, 

Have you any regard for reputation, which af- 


fects the human ear more agreeably than muſic ? 


great turbots, and magnificent diſhes, bring a great 
diſgrace along with 'em, together with expence. 
Add to this, that your *relations and neighbours 
will be exaſperated at you, thus at enmity with 
yourſelf, and defirous of death in vain, fince you 
will not, in your poveity, have three farthings left 


* Literally the uncle by tbe father's ſide, 
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to purchaſe a rope withal. Traſius, you ſay, may 
with juſtice be called to account with ſuch lang- 
uape as this : but I poſſeſs an ample revehne, and 
wealth ſufficient for three potentates. Why then 
have you not a better method of expending your 
ſuperfluities? Why is any man, undeſerving of 
difireſſed circumſtances, in want, while you abound? 
how comes it to paſs that the ancient temples of 
the gods are falling to ruin? why do not you, 
wretch that you are, beſtow ſomething on your 
dear country, out of fo vaſt a hoard? what, do you 
think that matters ſhall always go well with you 
alone of all mankind ? O thou that hercafter ſhalt 
be the great derifion of thine enemies ! which of 
the two ſhall depend upon himſelf in exigencies 
with moſt certainty ? he, who has uſed his mind 
and high. ſwoln body to redundancies ; or he, who 
contented with a little, and provident for the fu- 
ture, like a wiſe man, in time of peace, ſhall make 
the neceſſary preparations for war? 

at you may the readier give credit to theſe 
things: I myſelf, when a little boy, took notice 
that this Ofellus did not uſe his unincumbred eſtate 
more profuſely than he does now it is reduced. 
You may ſee the induſtrious huſbandman labour. 
iog for hire in the land once his own, but now *aſ- 
ſigned #9 others, with his cattle and children, talk- 
ing to this effect, I never ventured to eat any 
thing on a work-day except pot-herbs, with a 
hock of ſmoak-dry'd bacon, And when a friend 
came to vilit me after a long abſence, or a neigh- 


* After the civil war, the lands of the beaten party were 
divided amongſt the ſoldiers of the conqueror, 


b our 


a 3 
bour came in, an acceptable gueſt, upon reſii-g 


me from work on account of the rain; we lived 
well, not on fiſhes ſent for from the city; but on 
| @ pullet and a kid: then a dried grape, and a 


nut, with a large fig or two ſet off our ſecond 
courle. After this, it was our diverſion to have 


no other regulation in our cups, fave that againſt 
drinking to a fault; then Ceres wor ſhipped with a 
= libation, that the corn might ariſe in lofty ſtems, 
| ſmoothed with wine the melancholy of the con- 


tracted brow. Let fortune rage, and ſtir up new 
tumults; what can ſhe do more to impair my 
eſtate ? How much more ſavingly have either I 
lived, and how leſs neatly have you gone, my 
children, fince this new poſſeſſor came? For na- 


ture hath appointed to be perpetual lord of this 
2 earthly property, neither him nor me, nor any 
one. He drove us out: either iniquity, or igno- 
rance in the quirks of the law, ſhall do the ſame 
dy him, certainly in the end his longer-lived heir 
ſhall expel him. Now this field goes under the 
: denomination of Umbrenus's, lately it was Ofel- 
lus's, and it ſhall be the abſolute property of no 
man; for it will turn to my uſe one while, and 
dy and by to that of another. Wherefore, my 


lads, live undaunted ; and oppoſe gallant breaſts 


Jagainſt the ſtrokes of adverſity, 


G g SATIRE 
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SATIRE III. 


Damaſippus, in a converſation with Horace, proves 
this parade x of the Stoic philoſophy, that moſt men 
are aftually mad. 


F you write fo ſeldom, as not to call for parch- 

ment four times in the year, bu/ied in reforming | 
your former writings, yet are you angry at yourſelf 
that indulging in wine and ſleep you produce no- 
thing worthy to be the ſubje&t of converſation. ' 
What will be the conſequence ? but you took re- 
fuge here it ſeems, at the very celebration of the 
Saturnalia, out of pure ſobriety. Dictate therefore 
ſomething worthy of your promiſes come, begin. 
There is nothing. The pens are found fault with 
to no purpoſe, and the harmleſs wall, which muſt | 
have been built under the diſpleaſure of gods and 
poets, ſuffers to no end. But you had the look of 
one that threatened to perſorm many and excellent 
things, when once your villa had received you, 
free from avocation, under its warm roof. TO 
what purppſe was it to ſtow Plato upon Menan- 
der? Eupolus upon Archilochus ? For what end 
did you bring abroad ſuch cempanions? What, are 
you ſetting about to appeaſe envy by deſerting vir- 
tue? Wretch, you will be deſpiſed. That impro- 


bous Siren, ſloth, muſt be avoided ; or whatever Le 


acqifitions you made in the better part of your life, 
muſt with equanimity be given up. May the gods 
and goddeſſes, O Damaſippus, preſent you with a 


barber for your found advice. But by what means 
did 


+ 
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Aid you get ſo well acquainted with me? Since 
all my fortunes were diſſipated at the middle of 
the *exchange, being Done from all buſineſs of 
my own, I mind that of other people. For former- 
ly I uſed to take a delight in enquiring, in «hat 
+ vaſe thecrafty Siſyphus might have wathed his 
feet; what was carved in an unworkman like 
manner, and what rougher caſt than it ought to 
be: being a connoiſſeur, I offered an hundred 
thouſand ſeſterces for this ſtatue: I was the only 
man,who knew how to purchaſe gardens and fine 
ſeats to the beſt advantage: from whence the 
crouded ſticets gave me the firname of Mercurial. 
I know it well; and am amazed at your being 

cured of that diſorder. Why, a new diſorder 
expelled the old one in a miraculous manner; as 
it is accuſtomed to do when the pain of the af- 
flicted ſide, or the head, is turned upon the ſto- 
mach; or as it is with a man ina lethargy, when 
he turns boxer and attacks his THe As long 
as you do nothing like this, be it even as you 
pleaſe, O my good friend, do not deceive your- 
{elf ; you likewiſe are mad, and tis almoſt fools 
all, if what Stertinus Gaſiſts on has any truth in 
it; from whom, being of a teachable diſpoſition, 
I derived theſe admirable precepts, at the very 
time, when, having given me conſolation, he on- 
dered me to encourage a philoſophical beard, aud 
to return checrfully trom the Fabrician bridge. For 
when, my affairs being deiperate, I had a mind to 


* Literally the middle Janus. There was a ſtatve of Janus 
in the middle of the forum, 
t Of fuch antiquity, that it might have been uſed in the days 
of Siſyphus. 
G g 2 | throw 
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throw myſelt into the river, ki covered my 
head for that purpoſe; he fortunately was at my 
elbow; and addreſſed me to this purpoſe, Take care 
low you do any thing unworthy of yourſelf. A 
ſalſe ſhame, ſays he, afHlitts you, who dread to be 
eſtecmed a madman amongſt nething but madmen. 
For ia the firſt place 1 will enquire, Lat it is to 
be mad: and if this diſtemper be in you alone; I 
will not add a ſingle word, to prevent you from 

Cying bravely. 

Ihe ſchool and ſect of Chryſippus deem every 
man mad, whom vicious folly, or whomſoever the 
ignoranct of any truth drives blindly on. This 
definition takes in whole nations, this even great 
kings themſelves, the wiſe man alone being excepted, 
Now learn, why all thoſe that have fixed the name 
of madman upon you, are as fenſcleſs as yourſelf. As 
iu the woods, where a miſtake makes people wander 
about trom the right path; one goes out of the way 
76 theright,another ts the le/t; but there isthe ſame 
blunder on both ſides, only the illuſion is in diffe- 
2cut directions: in this manner imagine yourſelf to 
be mad; ſo that he who derides you, hangs his tail 
not one jut wiſer than yourſelf. I here is one ſpecies 
of folly that is in dread of things not in the leaſt 
formidable; inſomuch that it will complain of fires 
and rocks, and rivers Oppoſing it in the open plain: 
there is another diflerent from this, but not a whit 
more approaching to wiſdom, that runs headlong 
thro' the midit of flames and floods. Let the lo- 
ving mother, the virtuous liſter, the father, the 
wite, together with all the relations of @ man pofe 
ſalled with this latter folly, cry out:“ Here is a 
dcp dutch, hoc is a prodigious rock: take care 
25 of 
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« of yourfelf:“ he would give no more attention, 


than did the drunken player *Fulius ſome time ago, 


” - when he over-ſlept the character of llione, two 


hundred thouſand Caticni at the ſame time roaring 
out, O mother, I call you to my aid. I will demenſt- 
rate to you, that the generality of all maukind are 
mad in the commiſſion of ſome folly fimilar to this. 

Damaſippus is a madman for pucchaſing antique 
ſtatues : but is Damaſippus's creditor in his ſenſes, 
think you? Well: ſuppoſe 1 ſhould ſay to you, here 
receive this ſum n money, which you can never 
repay; will you be a madman, if you receive it? 
or would you be more abſurd for rejecting a booty, 
which propitious Mercury offers ? 'Take up of the 
banker Nerius ten thouſand ſeſterces; it will not 
ſignify : add all the forms of Cicuta, ſo verſed in 
the knotty points of law: add a thouſand obliga- 
tions: yet this wicked Proteus will evade all theſe 
ties. And when you ſhall drag kim to juſtice, 
Flaughing as if his cheeks were none of his own 
he will be transformed into a boar, ſometimes into 
a bird, ſometimes into a ſtone, and when he plea» 
ſes into a tree. It to conduct one's affairs badly 
be the part of a madman; and the reverſe, be 


* Fuſius was an actor, who playing the character ef llione, 
was ſuppoſed to be aſleep, when the ghoſt of her ſon Polydore 
eallcd to her, Dear mother, hear me. Fufius having drank too 
much, fell really aſleep; and Catcinus, who play'd Polydore, 
having called te him without waking him, the whole houſe, as 
if each of them was 2a Catcinus, cried out, Dear mother, hear 
me. The number ef two hundred thouſand is à pleaſant cxag- 
geration, Francis. s 

+ a proverbis| ezpreſſien for-laughing immederately. 
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that of a man well in his ſenſes: the brain of Pe- 
rillius (believe me) who orders you that ſum of 


money, which you can never repay, is much more 


unſound than yours. 
Whoever is afflicted with evil ambition, or the 


love of money; whoever is ſmitten with luxury, 


or gloomy ſuperſtition, or any other diſeaſe of the 
mind, I command him to adjuſt his garment and 
attend :; here, all of ye, come near me, in order, 
while I convince you chat you are mad. 


by far the largeſt portion of hellebore is to be 


auminiſtred to the covetous: I know not whether 
rcaſon docs not conſign all * Anticyra for their uſe. 
The heirs of Staberius engraved the ſum he left 
them upon his tomb; ualeſs they acted in this man- 
ner, they were under an obligation to exhibit an 


hundred pair of gladiators to the people, beſides an 


entertainment according to the direction of Arius; 
and as much corn as is cut in all Africa. Whether 
1 have willed this rightly or wrongly; it was my 
vill: be not ſevere againſt me, cries the teſtator 


imagine, the provident mind of Staberius foreſaw 


this What then could he think, when he appointed 
by will, that his heirs ſhould engrave the ſum to- 
ti of their patrimony upon his tomb-ſtone ? As 
long as he lived, he deemed poverty a great vice, 
and nothing did he more induſtriouſly avoid: inſo- 
much, that had he died lefs rich by one farthing, 
the morc iniquitous would he have appeared to 
himſclif For every thing in nature, virtue, fame, 
glory, divine and human affairs, are ſubſer vient to 


An iſland in the Archipelago, famous for the produQtion 
of a vast quantity of hellebore. 
the 
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the attractions of riches; which whoever ſhall 
have accumulated, he ſhall be illuſtrious, brave, 
Juſt. What, wiſe too? Aye, and a king, and 
whatever elſe he pleaſes. This he was in hopes 
would greatly redound to his praiſe, as if it had 
been an acquiſition of his virtue. In what reſpect 
did the Grecian Ariſtippus act like this? who or- 
dered his ſlaves to throw away his gold in the midſt 
of Libya; becauſe, encumbered with the burden 
of it, they went too flow. Which is the greater 
madman of theſe two? An example is nothing 
to the purpoſe, that decides one controverſy by 
bringing up another. If any perſon was to buy 
lyres, and when he had bought them, ſtow them 
up in ſome one particular place, tho' neither ad- 
dicted to the lyre, nor any one mule whatſoever ; 
if a man was to buy paring knives and laſts, who 
was no ſhoemaker; ſails fit for navigation, and 
yet averſe to merchandiſing; he would every 
where deſervedly be ſtiled delirious, and out of 
his ſenſes. And how does he differ from theſe 
inſtances, who hoards up caſh and gold, and knows 
not how to make uſe of them, when they are accu- 
mulated, and is afraid ro touch them as if they 
were conſecrated ? If any perſon before a great 
heap of corn ſhould keep perpetual watch with a 
long club, and tho* he, the owner of it ſhould 
not dare to take a fing'e grain therefrom, when an 
hungred; and ſhould rather feed upon bitter herbs: 
if, while a thouſand hogtheads of Chian, or old 
Falernian, is ſtored up within; nay, three hun- 
dred thouſand,he drinks nothing but what is mere 
ſharp vinegar: again; if wanting but one year of 
eighty, he ſhould lie upon ſtraw, who has good bog 

cloaths 
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cloaths rotting jn his cheſt, che food of worms and 
moths: he would ſcem mad, belike, but to few 
perſons; becauſe ihe greateſt part of mankind la- 
bours under the ſame malady. 

Thou dotard, hateful to the gods, doſt thou 
guard theſe peſſeſſions, for fear of wanting thyſelf, 
to the end that thy ſon, or even the freedman thy 
heir, ſhould guzzle it all up? For how little will 
each day deduct from your capital, if you begin to 
pour better oil, upon your greens, and your head, 
filthy with the ſcurf not combed out of it? It any 
thipg is a ſufficiency, wherefore are you guilty of 
perjury wherefore do you rob and plunder from all 
quarters? Are you in your ſenſes ? If you were 
to begin to pelt the populace with ſtones, and 
your ſlaves, which you purchaſed with your own 
money; all the very boys and girls will cry out 
a madman. When you diſpatch your wife with a 
rope, and your mother with poiſon, are you right 
in your head“ For what? you neither did this at 
Argos, nor with the ſword, as the mad Oreſtes 
flew his mother. What, do you imagine that he 
ran mad after he had murdered his parent ? and 
that he was not rather drove mad by the wicked 
furies, before he warmed his ſharp ſteel in his 
mother's throat? Nay, trom the time Oreſtes is 
deemed by you to have been of a dangerous dif- 
poſition, he did nothing in fact that you can blame: 
he did not dare to offer violence with kis ſword 
to Pylades, no his ſiſter Electra: he only gave ill 
language to both of them, by calling her a fury, 
and him ſome other opprobrious name, that his 
violent choler ſuggeſted. 

Opimius 
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Opimins, poor amongſt heaps of ſilver and gold 
boarded up within his own poſſaſſion. who uſed to 
drink out of Campanian ware the meagre Veintine 
wine on holidays, and mere dregs on common 
days, was {ome time ago taken with a prodigious 
lethargy; inſomuch that his heir was already /couring 
about his coffers and keys, full of joy and triumph. 
His phyſician, à min of much fidelity and diſpatch, 


1 | railes him in this manner: he orders a table to be 


brought,and the bags of money to be poured out, 
and ſeveral perſons to approach in order to tcll it: 
by this method he ſets the man upon his legs 
again And at the (ame time he addreſſed him to 
this effect 3 ** Unleſs you guard your money. your 
„% ravenous heir will even now carry off thele - 
« treaſures of yours” What, while I am alive? 
thai you may live therefore awake; obſerve this 


advice. What wou'd you have me to do? why your 
blood will fail you that are fo reduced, unleſs food 


and ſome great reſtorative be adminiſter'd to your 


| decay'd ſtomach. Do you heſitate ? come on; take 
this ptiſane made of rice How much did it coſt ? 


A trifle. How much then? eight ®afſes. Alas | 


what does it matter, whether 1 die of a diſeaſe, 
or by theft and rapine ? | 


Who chien is ſound? He who is not a fool. 
What is the covetous man ? Both a fool and a 
madman. What? if a man be not covetous; is 


J he therefore immediately to be deem'd found ? By 


no means. Why ſo, Stoic? I will tell you. 
Such a patient (ſuppole Crateru« the phyſician ſaid 
{o) is not ſick at the heart. Is he therefore well, 


* The 4a wat about thice farthings of our money. 
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and ſhall he get up? No, he will forbid that: be- 
cauſe his fide or his reins are vexed with an acute 
diſcaſe. In like manner ſuch a man is not perjured 
nor ſordid, Let him then ſacrifice a hog to bis pro- 
pitious houſhold gods, But he is ambitious and 
aſſuming Let him therefore make a voyage to An- 
ticyra. For what is the difference, whether you 
ſquander whatever you have upon a ſcoundrel, or 
make no ule of your acquiſitions ? 

Servius Oppidius, rich in the poſſeſſion of an 
ancient eſtate, is reported, when dying, to have 
divided two farms at Canuſium betwixt his two 
fons, and to have addreſſed the boys called to his 
bedſide in this manner; When 1 faw you Aulus, 
carry your playthings and nuts careleſsly in your 
boſem, and to give them and game them away: 
vou Tiberius to count them, and anxious hide 
them in holes; I was afraid leſt a madneſs of a 
differnt nature ſhould poſſeſs you both; leſt you, 
Aulus, ſhould follow the example of Nomentanus, 
and you, Tiberius, that of Cicuta. Wherefore each 
of you, intreated by our houſhold gods, do you 

take care leſt you leſſen; you leſt you make that 
greater, which your father thinks, and the pur- 
poſes of nature determine to be ſufficient. Fur- 
thermore, leſt glory ſhould entice you, I will 
bind each of you by an oath ; which ever of you 
mall be an edile or a prætor, let him be excommu- 
nicated and accurſed. Would you deſtroy your 
effects in largeſſes of ®peaſe and beans,and lupines. 
that you may ſtalk in the circus at large, or ſtand 
repreſented in a ſtatue of braſs ; a madman, ſtript 

* Uſvally given” te the populace by eaudidates ſor theſe 
poſts of honour. | : 
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of your paternal eſtate, ſtript of your money? 
To the end, forſooth, that you may gain thote ap- 
plauſes, which Agrippa gains, a cunning fox in- 

tating a generous lion ? 
© Agamemnon, why do you prohibit any one 
from burying Ajax? I am a kiog. Being a 
plebeian, I make no farther enquiry. And I 
command a juſtifiable thing : But it I ſeem unjuſt 
to any one, I permit him to ſpeak his ſentiments 
with impunity Greateſt of kings, may the gods 
grant, that after the taking of Troy, you may 
conduct your fleet ſafe home: may I then have 
the liberty to atk queſtions, and reply in my turn? 
Aſk. Why does Ajax, a hero, ſecond only to 
Achilles, rot above ground, /o often render'd glorious 
for having ſaved the Grecians; that Priam, and 
Priam's people may exult in his being unburied, by 
whoſe means ſo many youths have been dep: ived 
of their country rites of ſepulture ? In his madnets 
he killed a thouſand ſheep, crying out at the ſame 
time, that he was deſtroying the famous Ulyſles 
and Menelaus, together with me. When vou at 
Aulis ſubſtituted your ſweet daughter in the placeof 
a heifer betore the altar, and, impious ! {prinkled 
her head with the ſalt cake; did you preterve 
ſoundneſs of mind? Why not? What then 
did the mad Ajax do, when he flew the flock with 
his ſword ? he abftained from any violence on his 
wife or child, tho' hc imprecated many curſes va 
the ſons of Atreus : he neither hurt Teucer, nor 
even Ulyſſes himſelf. But I, out of pri:dence, 
appeaſed the gods with the blood of iy daughter, 
that I might looſe the ſhips that were detwincd dun 
an adverſe ſhore, What, maduan ! wah your 
Hn 2 _.. OWN 
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own blood. With my own, but yet I was not 
mad. Whoever thail form images foreign from 
truth, and contuled in the tumult of impiety, will 
always be reckoned diſturbed in mind: and it will 
not matter whether he do a wrong thing thro' folly 
or rage. Is Ajax delirious while be kills the 
harmlcis lambs ? Are you right in your head when 
you wilfully commit a crime for empty titles? and. 
is your heart pure, while it is {woln with the vice 
ambition? It any perion ſhould take a delight to 
carry about with him in his {cdan a pretty lambkinz 
and ſhould provide cloaths, ſhould provide maids 
and gold for it, as for a daughter; ſhould call it 
child, or little baby, and ſhould deftine it a wife 
for ſome ſtout huſband; the prætor would take 
power from him being interdicted, and the mana- 
gement ot him would devolve to his triends that 
were in their ſenſes. What ? if a man devote his 
daughter inficad ofa dumb lambkin, is he right of 
mind ? Never ſay it. Therefore where there is a 
tooliſh depravity, there will be the height of mad- 
neſs; he who is wicked will be frantic too: 
Bellona, who delights in blood ſhed, has thunder'd 
about his head, whom precarious tame has capti- 
vated. 8 . 

Now come on, arraign with me luxury and No- 
mentanus: for reaſon will evince that foolith ſpend- 
thrifts are mad This fellow, as ſoon as he re- 
ceived a thouſand talents of patrimony iſſues an 
order, that the fiſhmonger, the fruiterer, the poul- 
terer, the pertumer, and the impious gang of the 
'Tuſcan alley, prompters and butfoens, the whole 
ſhambles, together with all * Velabrum, ſhould 

A place in Rome where oil was ſold+ 
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come to his houſe in the morning, What was the 
* conſequence? why they came in crouds. The pan- 
der makes a ſpeech: Whatever 1, or whatever 
each of theſe has at home, believe it to be entirely 

yours; and give your order for it either directly or 
tu-morrow,” Now hear, what reply the conſide- 
rate youth made. © You fleep with your boots 
% on in Lucanian ſnow, that I may feaſt on a 
cc dar: you ſweep the winiry ſeas for fiſh: I am 
« indolent, and unworthy to pofleſs ſo much. 
% Here, away with it: do you take for your ſhare 
te ten hundred thouſand ſeſterces; you as much; 
“ou thrice the ſum, from whoſe' houſe your 
« ſpouſe runs, when call'd for, at mid- night,” 
The ſon of Æſopus, the actor (that he might for- 
ſooth ſwallow a miilion” of ſeſterces at a draught) 
diſſolved a precious pearl, which he had taken from 
the ear of Metclla, in vinegar : how much wiſer 


was he in doing this, than if he had thrown the 


ſame into a rapid river, or the common ſhore ? 
The progeny of Quiatus Arrius, an illuſtrious pair 
of brothers, true twins in wickedneſs and trifling, 
and the love of depravity, uſed to dine upon 
- nightingales bought at a vaſt expence, how do 
: theſe turn out? to be in their ſenſes ? Are they to 
be mark'd with * chalk or charcoal ? 

If an aged per/on with a long beard ſhould take 
a delight to build baby-houſes, to yoke mice to a 
go-cart, to play at odd and even, and to ride upon 
a long cane; madneſs muſt be his motive. If reaſon 
ſhall evince, that to be in love is a more childith 


A proverbial exprefion for being either acquitted or con- 
demned, / 
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thing than theſe; and that there is no difference 
whether you play the ſame games in the duſt, as 
when three years old, or anxious whine for the love 
of an harlot: I beg to know, if you'll act as the 
reformed “ Polemon did of old? will you lay aſide 
thoſe enſigns of your diſeaſe your rollers, your 
mantle, your mufflers ? As he in his cups is ſaid 
to have privately torn the chaplet from his neck, 
after he was corrected by the ſpeech of his faſting |. 
maſter. When you offer apples to a croſs boy, 
he refuſes them: here, take them, you little dog; 
he denies you; if you give them not, he wants 
'em. In what does an excluded lover differ from 
ſuch a boy? when he argues with himſelf whether |] 
he ſheu'd go or not, to that very place he was | 
returning to without being ſent for; and cleaves | 
to the hated doors; What, ſhall I not go to | 
© her now when ſhe invites me of her own accord? 
or ſhall I rather think of putting an end to my 
© pains? She has excluded me; the recalls me: 


4 ſhall I return? No, not if ſhe ſhou'd beſeech = 
« me.” Obſerve the ſervant, not a little wiſer : of 


„O maſter, that which has neither moderation th 
t nor conduct, cannot be guided by reaſon or me- 
„ thod. In love theſe evils are inherent: war one 


** while, then peace again. It any one ſhou'd en- Ty 
% deavour to aſcertain theſe things that are va- Z 
*« rious as the weather, and fluctuating by blind mi 
1% chance, he will make no more of it, than if na 


© he ſhould ſet about raving by right reaſon and | 
„rule.“ What? when picking the pippins from | 
Polemon, a notorious rake, that went drunk into the ſchool F - 


of Xenocrates, by whom he was reformed, and afterwards be- for 
came his diſciple, cows 


the | 
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the Picenian apples, you rejoice if haply you have 
ſtruck the vaulted roof; are you yourſelf? What ? 
when you ſtrike out faultring accents from your 
antiquated palate, how much wiſer are you than a 
child that builds houſes of clay? Then to the folly of 
love add bloodſhed, its conſequence, and * ſtir the 
fire with a ſword. 1 aſk you, when Marius lately, 
after he had ftabb'd Hellas, threw himſelf down 
a precipice, was he raving mad? or will you ab- 
ſolve the man from the imputation of a diſturbed 
mind, and condemn him for the crime,according 
do your cuſtom, impoſing on things names that 
have an affinity in ſigniſication? 
There was a certain freed- man, who, an old 
man, run about the ſtreets in a morning faſting, 
with his hands waſhed, and prayed thus, Snatch 
me alone from death; (adding, for what ſo great 
© thing is it? me alone, for it is an eaſy matter 
&« for the gods:” this man was ſound in both his 
cars and eyes: but his maſter, when he ſold him, 
wou'd except his underſtanding,unleſs he was fond 
of law-ſnits. This croud too Chryſippus places in 
the fruittul family of + Menenius. | 

O Jupiter, who inflicteſt and takeſt away the 
greateſt afflictions, (cries the mother of a boy now 
lying fick a-bed for five months) if this cold quar- 
tane ague ſhould leave the child ; that day, in the 
morning on which you injoin a faſt, ſhall ſtand 
naked in the Tiber. Should chance, or the phy- 


»A proverbial expreſſion ſor making bad worſe. 

+ In order to make a diſtin&ion where there is no difference 
for wickedneſs (argues he) is madneſs. 

t The family of Menenius- -a crazy perivn, of a numerous 
and illuſtrious family, 


fician, 
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ſician, relie ve the patient from his imminent dan- 
ger; the 4nfatuated mother will deſtroy the boy 
placed on a cold bank, and will bring back the fe- 
ver. With what diſorder of the mind is ſhe ſtrick- 
en? why with a ſuperſtitious fear of the gods! 

Theſe arms Stertinius, the eighth of the wiſe 
men, gave to me, as to a friend, that for the fu- 
ture I might not be roughly accoſted without re- 
venging mylelf. Wheſoever ſhall call me madman, 
{hail hear as much from me in return; and ſhall 


learn to look back upon the®bag that hangs behind 
him. 

O Stoic, ſo may you, after your damage, (ell 
all your merchandiſes the better: what folly (for 
it ſeems there are more kinds than one) do you 
think I am infatuated with? for te myſelf I ſcem 
quite found What? when + Agave carries the 
amputated head of her unhappy fon in her hands, 
does ſhe then ſcem mad to herſelf ? I allow my- 
ſelf a fool (let me yield to the truth) and a mad- 
man likewiſe: only declare this, wich what par- 
ticulac diſtemper of mind you think me afflicted. 
Hear then: in the firſt place you build; that is, 
the from top to bottom you are but of the two- foot 
fize, you imitate the tall: and yet you, the ſame 
perſon, laugh at the ſpirit and ſtrut of + Turbo ia 


* Alluding to a fable of Eſop, where Jupiter is feigned ts 
have pot two bags upon every man, the one filled with his 
neighbour's faults before, the other filled with his own behind, 
{o that he ſees the former, but net the latter. 


f Agave flew her ſon Pentheus for deſpiſing the Bacchana- 
lian ceremonies. 


$ Turbo was a litile ſtratting gladiator. 
Armour, 


armour, too great for his liule body ; pray, how 
are you leſs ridiculous than him ? What, is it fit- 
ting, that in every thing Mzcenas does, you, who 
are ſo very much unlike him, and fo much his in- 
ferior, ſhou'd vie with him? The young ones of 
a frog being in her abſence cruſh'd by the foot of a 
calf, when one of them had made his eſcape, he 
told his mother what an huge beaſt had daſh'd his 
brethren to pieces. She began to aſk, how big ? 
What, prithee, was it fo great; ſays ſhe puffing 
up herſelf ? Then the young one anſwered, greater 
by half: what, ſo big? when ſhe had ſwell'd her- 
ſelf more and more; If you ſhould burſt yourſelf, 
ſays he, you will not be equal to it. This image 
bears no ill alluſion to you. Now add poems: (that 
is, add oil to the fire) which, if ever any man in 
his ſenſes made, why ſo do you. I do not mention 
your horrid rage of temper —At length, have 
done— Your way of living beyond you: fortune. 
—Confine yourſelf to your own affairs; Damaſi 
pus— Thoſe thoufand paſſions for the fair. Thou 
greater madman, at laſt, ſpare thy inferior. 
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He ridicules the abſurdity of one Catius, who places 
the ſummit of human felicity in the culinary art. 


HEN CF, and whither, Catius ? I have: 
not time to inform you, being deſirous of 
impreſſing on my memory ſome new precepts : ſuch 
as may excel Pythagoras, and *he that was accuſed 
by Anytus, and the learned Plato. I acknowledge 
my offence, ſince | have interrupted you at ſo un- 
lucky a juncture: but grant me your pardon, good 
fir, I beſeech you. If any thing ſhould have flip- 
ped you now, you will preſently recollect it; 
whether this talent of yours be of nature, or of 
art, for you are amazing in both. Nay, but I 
was ſolicitous, how I might retain all theſe pre- 
eepts; as being things of a delicate nature, and in 
a delicate ſtyle. Tell me the name of this per- 
ſonage ; and at the ſame time whether he is a RC- 
man, or a foreigner ? As I have them by heart, 
I will recite the precepts : the author mult be con- 
ceal'd. | 
Obſerve, in the firſt place, to ſerve up thoſe eggs 
that are of an oblong make, as being of ſweeter 
flayour, and finer colour than the round ones : 
for being tough-ſhell'd, they contain a male yolk. 
Cabbage that grows in dry lands, is ſweeter than 
that about town: nothing is more flaſhy than a 


* Socrates, whe was falſely accuſed by Melitus and Anytus 


of contemning the gods, 
garden 
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garden much watered. If a viſitor ſhould come 
unexpectedly upon you in the evening ; leſt the 
old hen, being tough, prove diſagreeab'c to his pa- 
late, you mult be inſtructed to drown it in Faler- 
nian wine, mixed with water; this will make it 
tender. The muſhrooms that grow in meadows 
are of the beſt kind: all others are dangerouſly 
truſted. That man ſhall ſpend his ſummers healthy 
who fſball finiſh his dinners with mulberries black 
with ripene/s,whichhe ſhall have gathered trom the 
tree, before the ſun's too powerful Aulidius uſed 
to mix honey with ſtrong Falernian, injudiciouſly: 
becauſe it is fitting to commit nothing to the empty 
veins, but what is emollient : you will, with more 
propricty, waſh your ſtomach with ſoft mead. If 
your belly ſhould be hard bound; limpins and coarſe 
cockles will remove all obſtructions, likcwiſe leaves 
of the ſmall ſorrel; but not without Coan white 
wine. The increaſing moons fill out the lubricating 
ſhell-fiſh But every ſea is not alike productive of 
the exquiſite ſorts. The Lucrine muſcle is better 
than the Baian burret : the beſt oyſters come from 
the Circean promontary : crayfiſh from Miſenum : 
the ſoft Tarentum plumes herſelf on her broad 
"ſcallops. Let no one preſumptuouſly ari ogate to 
himſelf the ſcience of banqueting, unleſs the nice 
doctrine of taſtes has been previouſly contider'd by 
him with great cxactneſs. Nor is it enough to 
ſweep away a parcel of fiſhes from the experifive 
ſtall, while he remains ignorant for what fort fte 
ſauce is more proper, and what being roaſted, the 
fated gueſt will preſently * replace himſelt vu bis 


Such was the cating poſture of the Romans, 
S elbow. 


. 
elbow. Let the bear EOS Umbria, and that which 
has cen fed with the acorns of the ſcarlet oak, 
bend the round diſhes of that perſon who diſlikes 
all flabby meat: for the Laurentian boar, fatten'd 
with flags and reeds, is bad The vineyard does 
not always afford the molt catable kids. A man of 
tenic will be tond of the wings of a pregnant hare 
W hat is the proper age and nature of fiſh and 
fowl, tho” enquired after, never was diſcover'd be- 
fore my diſtinguiſhing palate. There are ſome 
whoſe genius invents nothing but new kinds of 
paſtry. But to waſte one's care upon one thing, is 
by no means ſufficient; juſt as if any perſon thould 
ule all his eadeavours for this only, that the wine 
be not bad; quite careleſs, at the ſame time, what 
oil he pours upon his fiſh. If you put out your 
Maſlic wine in fair weather; it there is any thing 
thick in it, it will be attenuated by the nocturnal 
air, and that ſmell which is unfriendly to the 
ticrves, will go off: but if filtrated through linen, 
it will lole its entire flavour, He who ſkilfully mixcs 
the OUrrentiaian wine with Falernian lees, collects 
the ſediment with a pigeon's egg : becaule the yolk 


tends to the bottom, rolling. down with it all the 


heterogeneous parts. You may rouſe the jaded 
toper with roaited ſhrimps and African cockles: 
tor lettuce after wine floats upon the ſower'd ſto- 
mach : by ham preferably ; aud by ſauſages rather 
it craves to be rettored to its irue tone and appetite ; 
nay, it will prefer every thing, which is brought 
imoaking hot from the naſty cating-houſes. It is 
worth while to be acquainted with the two ſorts of 
lauge. Ihe {imple conſiſts of ſweet oil: but : 

| wil 


. 
will be proper to mix with rich wine and pickle, 
but with no other pickle than that with which the 
* Byzantian jar has been tainted. When this. mixed 
with ſhredded herbs, has boiled, and, ſprinkled 
with Corycian ſaffron, has ſtood /emetime,you ſhall 
over and above add what the berry of the Vena- 
fran olive yields, when preſſed. The Tiburtian 
* yield to the Picenian apples in juice; tho' they ex- 
cel in look. The Venuſian grape is proper for pre- 
ſerving in pots. The Albanian you had better har- 
den in the ſmoke. I am found to be the firſt that 
ſerved up this grape with apples in neat little 
plates; to be the firſt /ikewi/e that ſerved up wine- 
lees and herring brine, and white pepper finely 
mixed with black ſalt. It is an enormous fault to 
beſtow three thouſand ſeſterces on the Gſh-market, 
and to cramp the roving filhes in a narrow diſh. 
A great nauſcating diſturbs the ſtomach ; if either 
the ſlave touches the cup with greaſy hands, while 
he licks up ſnacks: or if offenſive grime has ad- 
hered to the ancient goblet. In trays, in mats, 
in ſaw-duſt, that are ſo cheap, what great ex- 
pence. can there be? But if they are neglected, 
tis an heinous ſhame. What, is it fitting that you 
ſhould ſweep Moſaic pavements with a dirty broom 
made of palm, and throw Lyrian carpets over the 
unwaſhed furniture of your couch; not remem- 
bering, that by how much leſs care and expence 
theſe things are attended with, fo much the more 
juſtly may the want of them be found fault with, 
than with thoſe things which cannot be obtaincd, 
but at the tables of the rich ? | 


Learned 


viler traſh than ſea- weed. 


3 5 
Learned Catius, entreated by our friendſhip 


and the Gods, remember to introduce me to an 
audience with this great man, whenever you ſhall 
go to him, For though by your memory you re- 
late every thing faithfully to me; yet, as a re- 
lator, you cannot delight me in ſo high a degree. 


Add to this, the countenanee and deportment of 


the man; whom you, happy in having ſeen, do 
not much regard, becauſe it has been your lot: 
but I have no ſmall ſolicitue, that I may approach 
the diſtant fountæ in- heads, and imbibe the precepts 
of ſuch a bleſſed lite 


8 A TIN. 


In an humorous dialogue between Ulyſſes and Tire- 


fias, he expoſes theſe arts, which the fortune hunters . 


made uſe of, in order ta be appointed the heirs of 
rich old men. 


Dd ESIDES what you have already told me, O 

Lireſias, anſwer to this petition of mine: by 
what arts and expedients may I be able to repair 
my ruined fortunes—why do you laugh? Does 
it already ſeem little to you, thou cozoner, to be 
brought back ſafe to Ithaca, and to behold again 
your family houſhold gods? O thou who never 
ipake falle to any one, you ſee how naked and 
deſtitute I return home, according to your pro- 
phecy : nor is there eicher my magazine, or cat- 
tle, unembezzled by the ſuitors of Penelope. But 
birth and virtue, unleſs attended with ſubſtance, is 


Since 
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Since (circumlocution apart) you are in dread 
of poverty ; hear by what means you may grow 
wealthy, If a thruſh, or any dainty thing for your 
own private cating ſhall be given you; let it ſpced 
away to that place, where ſhines a great fortune, 
the poſſe ſſor being an old man: delicious apples, 
and whatever dainties your well cultivated ground 
brings forth for you, let the rich man, as more to 
be reverenced than your houfhold god, taſte before 
him: who, though he be perjured, of no family; 
ſtained with his brother's blood, a runaway ; it he 
defires it, do not refuſe to go along with him his 
companion en the *exterior ſide. What, ſhall I 
walk cheek by jole with a filthy Damas; I did nor 
behave myſelf in that manner at Troy, contending 
always with the beſt. You muſt then be poor. 
I will command my indignant ſoul to bear this 
evil; and formerly I have endured greater. Do 
you however, O prophet, tell me directly how I 
may amaſs riches, and heaps of money. In troth 
I have told you, and tell you again. Uſe your 


craft to lie at catch for the laſt wills of old men: 


nor if one or two cunning chaps eſcape the 
angler by biting the bait off the hook, do neither 
lay aſide hope, nor quit the art, tho' diſappointed 
in your aim. If an affair, cither of little or great 
conſequence, ſhall be conteſted at any time at the 
bar; which ever of the parties lives wealthy with- 
out heirs, ſhould he be a 10gue, who daringly takes 
the law of a better man, be you his advocate : 
Deſpiſe the citizen who is ſuperior in reputation 
and the juſtneſs of his cauſe, if at home he has a 
fon, or a fruitful wife. Addreſs him thus, © Quin» 
* The left fide; that is, give him the wall 
tus 
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tus, for inſtance, or Publius, (delicate ears delight 
in the*additional name) your virtue has made me 
your friend. I am acquainted with all the preca- 

rious quirks of the law; 1 can plead cauſes. An 
one thall ſooner ſnatch my eyes from me, than he 
ſhall think meanly of, and defraud you of the va- 
lue of a deaf nut This is my care, that you loſe 
nothing, that you be not made a jeſt of.” Then 
bid him go home, and make much of himſelf Be 
tis ſolicitor yourſelf : perſevere, and be ſtedfaſt: 
whether the glaring dog- ſtar ſhall cleave the infant 
ſtatues; or + Furius, diſtended with his greaſy 
paunch, ſhall ſpew white fnow over the wintry 
Alps. Don't you ſee (hall ſome one ſay, jogging 
the perſon that ſtands next to him by the elbow) 
how indefatigable he is, how ſerviceable to his 
friends, how acute ? By this means more gudgeons 
(hall ſwim in, and your fiſh- ponds. ſhall increaſe ; 
Further, if any one in affluent circumſtances 
has reared an ailing ſon ; leſt'a too open complai- 
fance to a ſingle man ſhould detect you, creep gra- 
dually into the hope of ſucceeding him, and that 
ou may be ſet down as ſecond heir; and, if any 
caſualty ſhould diſpatch the boy to his long home 
you may tome into the vacancy : This die ſeldom 
fails. Whoever delivers his will to you to read, 
be 'mindful to decline it, and puſh the parchment 
from you : do it however in ſuck a manner, that 
you may catch with an oblique glance, whar 


: © The prznomen was the firſt name of the three, which 
Romans of condition g<acrally had, as Mareus Tullius Cicero, 
Publius Virgil ius Maro. | 


+ A parody upon « bembaſtie line of Furius Bibaculos. 


the | 
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the firſt o page intimates to be in the ſecond clauſe : 


run over with a quick eye, whether you are ſole 
heir, or coheir with many others. Sometimes a 
well-ſcaſon'd lawyer, riſen from a 4 Quinque Vir, 
ſhall delude the gaping raven; and the fortune- 
hunter Naſica ſhall be laughed at by Coranus 

What, do you rave? or do you play upon me 
deſignedly, by uttering obſcurities? O ſon of 
Laertes, whatever I ſhall ſay, will actually come 
to paſs, or it will not: for the great Apollo gives 
me the power to divine. Then, if it is proper, 
relate what that tale means. 

At that time when the youth, dreaded by the 
Parthians, an offspring derived from the noble 
Eneas, ſhall be mighty by land and ſea; the tall 
daughter of Naſica, fo averſe to pay the ſum total 
of his debts, ſhall wed the ſtout Coranus hen 
the ſon-in-law ſhall proceed thus : he thall deliver 
his will to his father-in-law, and intreat him that 
he would read it: Naſica will at length receive it, 
after it has been many times refuſed by him, and 
ſball filently peruſe it; and will find no other le- 
gacy left to him and his, except leave to lament. 

To theſe directions I have already given, I ſubjoin 
that following: if haply a cunning woman, or a 
freed man, have the mas vac way of an old driveler; 
join with them as an aſſociate; praiſe them, that 

you may be praiſed in your abience. This too is 


* Literally the firſt wax; for they uſed to eut their letters 
with the ſtylus (already deſcribed) upon wax, ſpread upon vet- 
lum, or tablets. 

f Quinque Vir, one of five commiMBozers to exccnte a tranſ- 
action; an officer (it ſhould ſeem by this paſſage) of no great 
eon ſequence. 
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of ſervice; but to deck the capitol itſelf, excels 
this method by far. Shall he, a dotard, ſeribble 
wretched verſes ? applaud them. Shall he be 2 
wencher ? Take care you do not ſuffer him to aſk: 
you: of your own accord complaiſantly deliver up 
your Penelope to him, as preferable to yourſelf, 

hat do you think ſo ſober and ſo chaſte a woman 
ean be brought over, whom ſo many wooers cou'd 
not divert from the right courſe? May be ſo— 
becauſe a parcel of young fellows came, who were 
too parſi monious to give a great price, nor ſo much 
deſirous of an amorons intercouſe, as of the 
kitchen. So far your Penelope is chaſte : who, 
had fhe once taſted of one old daating gallant, and 
ſhared with you the profit; /be would have been like 
a hound, which will never be frighted away from 
the reeking ſkin of the new kill'd game. 

What I am going to tell you, happen'd when | 
was an old man; a wicked hag at Thebes was 
according to her will, carried forth in this manner: 
her heir bore her corpſe, anointed with a large 
quantity of oil,upon his naked ſhoulders; with the 
intent that if poſlible, ſhe might eſcape from him 
even when dead: becauſe, I imagine, he had preſſed 
upon her too much when living. Be cautious in 
your addreflcs : neither be wanting in your pains, 
nor be immoderately exuberant. By voluntary gar- 
rulity you'll offend the ſplenetick and moroſe. You 
muſt not, however, be filent. Be Davus in the 
play, and ſtand with your head on one fide, 
much like one who ſtands in great awe. Attack 
Him with complaiſance : if the air freſhens, adviſe 
him carefully to cover up his precious head: diſ- 
engage him from the croud, by oppoſing your 
ſhoulders to it: cloſely attach your car to him if 


T 


| 259 3 
chatty*. Is he immoderately fond of being praiſ- 
cd? ply him home, till he ſhall cry out, with his 


hands lifted up to heaven, Ohe; and puff up the 


ſwelling bladder with tumid 3 When he 
ſhall have at laſt releaſed you from your long ſervi- 
tude and anxiety; and being certainly awake, you 
ſhall hear this article in his will, Let Ulyſſes be 
heir of one fourth of my eſtate:“ Is then my 
companion Damas now no more | Where ſhall [ 
find another ſo brave and ſo faithful! [hrow out 
fomething of this kind every now and then: and, if 
you can, 2 little, weep for him. It is fit to diſguiſe 
your countenance, which otherwiſe would betray 
your joy. As for the. monument, which is left to 
your own diſcretion, erect it without meanneſs. 
The neighbourhood will commend the funeral 
handſomely performed. If haply any of your co- 
heirs, being advanced in years, ſhould have a dan- 
gerous cough ; whether he has a mind to bea 
purchaſer of a farm, or a houſe, out of your ſhare 
tell him, you will come to any terms he ſhall pro- 
poſe, and make it over to him gladly for a trifling 
ſum. But the imperious prolerpine drags me 
hence. Live and proſper. | | : 
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He ſets the conveniencies of a e retirement in 
oppeſit ion to the troubles of a life in town. 


1 HIS was ever amongſt the number of my 
wiſhes: a portion of ground not over large, 
in which was a garden, and a fountain with a 
continual ſtream cloſe to my houſe, and a little 
woodland beſides. The gods have done more a- 
bundantly and better for me than this. Lis well: 
O ®ion of Maia, 1 aſk nothing more, fave that you 
would make theſe donations laſting for me, If I 
| have neither made wy eſtate larger by bad means, 
nor am I in a way to render it leſs by vice or miſ- 
conduct: if I do not fooliſhly make any petition of 
this fort; O that yon neighbouring angle, which 
now ſpoils the regularity of my field, cou'd be 
join'd to it! O that ſome accident vou d diſcover 
to me an urn full of money! as it did to him, 
who, a treaſure being found by him, bought that 
very ground he before tilled in capacity of an 
hired ſervant, enriched by + Hercules's being his 
friend: if what 1 have at preſent ſatisfies my 
grateful mind: I ſupplicate you with this prayer 
Make my cattle fat for ine uſe of their maſter,and 
every thing elſe, except my genius: and, as you 
are wont, be my chicf guardian. Wherefore, 
when | have iemoved myſelf from the city to the 


9 Mercury. 

+ He was ſuppoſed te preſide over hid treaſures, and unex- 
pected gain. 

| | mountains 


3 
mountains and my caſtle, what can I adorn, pre- 1 
ferably to my ſatires and proſaic muſe? | here nei- b 
ther evil ambition deſtroys me, nor the heavy 
ſouth wind, or the ſickly autumn, the gain of 
bale fal *Libitioa. 

Father of the morning, or Janus, if with more 
pleaſure you hear yourſelf called by that name from 
whom men commence the toils of their buſineſs, 
and ways of life, (ſuch is the will of the gods) be 
| thou the beginning of my ſong. At Rome you 
1j* Hurry me away to be bail for ſome one: Away, | 

diſpatch, you cry, leſt any one ſhould be before. 9 
hand with you in doing that friendly office: I muſt | 
go at all events, whether the north wind ſweep 
the carth, or winter contracts the ſnowy day into 
a narrower circle. After this having uttered in a 
clear and determinate manner the legal form which 
may be a detriment te me, | muſt buſtle through 
the croud ; muſt diſoblige the tardy. What's your 
will madam, and what are you about? So a wick- 
ed fellow accoſts me with his paſlionate curſes. 
You joſtle every thing that is in your way, if with 
an appointment fall in your mind,you are poliing 
away to Mzccnas. This pleaſes me, and is as | 
honey to my palate z I will not tell a lie about the : | 
matter. But by the time I reach the gloomy Eſqui- | 
liz ; an hundred affairs of other people's encom- 
paſs me on every ſide. Roſcius begg'd the favour 
you'd be with him at the court-houſe to-morrow 1 | 
before the flecond hour. The ſecretaries requeſt- 4 


The geddcſs of funcrals or death. 
+ Literally, leap thre' my head and about my ſide. 
{ Before cight o'cleck in the morning. 
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ed you wou'd remember, *Quintus, to return to- 
day about an affaic of public concern, and of great 
conſequence. Pray, get Mæcenas, to put his i 

net to theſe tablets. Shou'd one ſay, ll endea- 
vour at it: if you will, you can adds he; and is 
more earneſt. The ſeventh year approaching to the 
eighth is now elapſed, from the time Mæcenas be- 
gan io reckon me in the number of his friends; 
only thus far, as one he would like to take along 
with him in his chariot, when he went a journey, 
and to whom he wou'd truſt ſuch kind of trifles 
as theſe :— What is the hour? Is Gallina, the Thra- 
cian, a match for the gladiator Syrus ? The cold 
morning air begins to pinch thoſe that are ill pro- 
vided againſt it; and ſuch things as are well enough 
intruſted to a leaky ear. For all this time every 
day and hour [ have been more ſubjected to envy. 
Our fon of fortune here, ſays every body, ſaw all the 
ſhews in company with Mzcenas, and play'd with 
him in the Campus Martius. Does any. diſ- 
heartening report ſpread from the roſtrum thro? 
the ſtreets; whoever comes in my way, conſults 
me concerning it: Good fir, have you (for you 
muſt kuow ſince you approach nearer the' + gods 
than we) heard any thing relating to the Dacians? 
Nothing at all for my part I reply. Hew you ever 
are a ſnecrer! But may all the gods torture me, 
if [ know any thing of the matter. What? will 
Cæſar give the lands he promiſed the ſoldiers, in 
t vicily, or Italy? As 1am ſwearing I know no- 


»The firſt of Horace's three names---Quintus Horatius Flaccus. 
t The principal perſons in power. 
I dicily was called Triquetra, from its triangular form. 
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thing about it, they wonder at me, thinking me, to 
be ſure, a creature of extraordinary and profound 
ſecrecy. 

Amongſt things of this nature the day is waſted 
by me, mortified as I am, not without ſuch wiſhes 
as theſe : O rural retirement, when ſhall I beheld 
thee ? and when ſhall it be in my power to contract 
2 pleaſing oblivion of a life full. of ſolicitude, one 
while with the books of the ancients, another in 
fleep and leiſure? O when ſhall the *bean related to 
Pythagoras, and at the ſame time herbs well larded 
with fat bacon, be ſet before me? O evenings and 
ſuppers fit for gods! with which I and my fricnds 
regale ourſelves in the preſence of my houſhold 
gods; and feed my ſaucy ſlaves with viands, of 
which libations have been made. The gueſt, ac- 
cording to every one's inclination, takes off the 
glaſſes, which are of different ſizes, free from mad 
laws: whether one of a ſtrong conſtitution chooſes 
hearty bumpers ; or another more joyouſly waxes 
mellow with moderate ones. 'Then converſation 
ariſes, not concerning other people's villas and 


| houſes, nor whether Lepos dances well, or not: 


but we debate on what is more to our purpoſe,and 
what tis a bad thing not to know: whether men 
are made happy by riches or virtue: and what en- 
gages us into intimacies, intereſt or moral recti- 
tude: and what is the nature of good, and what 
its perfection. Mean while, my neighbour Cervius 


* Alluding to the philoſopher's believing the metempſycho- 
ſis in ſuch ao extent, as to imagine ſouls ſometimes tranſmi- 
grated into beans. This is ſuppoſed to have ariſen from ſome 
conceited likeneſſet between ſome parts of 2 bean and others of 
the human body, 
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prates away old ſtories relative to the ſubject. For if 
any one ignorantly commends the freubleſame riches 
of Arellius; he thus begins; On a time a country 
mouſe is reported to have received a city mouſe 

into his poor cave, an old hoſt his old acquain- 
tance; a blunt fellow. and attentive to his acqui - 
ſitions; yet ſo as he could, on occaſion, enlarge his 
narrow ſoul in acts of hoſpitality. What need of 
many words? he neither grudged him the hoarded 
vetches, nor the long oats; and bringing in his 
mouth a dry plumb-ſtone, and nibbled ſcraps of 
bacon, preſented them to him, being deſirous, by 
the variety of the ſupper, te get the better of the 
damtineſs ef his gueſt, who hardly touched, with 
his delicate tooth, the ſeveral things : while the fa- 
ther of the family himſelf, extended on freſh ſtraw, 
eat a little burnt cruft and darnel, leaving that 
which was better for his gueſt. At length the ei- 
tizen addreſſing him, Friend, ſays he, what de- 
* light have you 10 live laboriouſly on the ridge of 
« of a ruggid thicker? will you not prefer men 
© and the city to theſe ſavage woods? Take my ad- 
« vice, and go along with me: ſince mortal lives 
are allotted to all terreſtial animals, neither any 
« eſcape from death, either for the great or ſmall. 
« Wherefore, my good friend, while it is in your 
« power, live happy about in joyous circumſtances: 
« in ſhort, live mindful of how brief an exiſtence 
« you are.” Soon as theſe ſpeeches had wrought 
upon the peaſant ; be leaps nimbly from his cave : 
thence they both purſne their intended journey, 
being deſirous te tical under the city walls by 
night. And now the night poſſeſſed the middle 
region of the heavens, when each of them ſet foot 
in a gorgeous palace : where carpets dyed with 


265 ) 

crimſon grain glitter'd upon ivory couches, and 
many baſkets of yeſterday's magnificent entertain- 
ment, remained which had yeſterday been ſet by 
in baſkets piled upon one another. After there- 
fore he had placed the peaſant, ſtretched at eaſe, 
upon a ſplendid carpet: he buſtles about like an 
adroit hoſt, and keeps bringing up one diſh cloſe 
to another; and, with an affected civility per- 
forms all the ceremonies, firſt taſting of every 
thing he ſer ves up. He, lying at his cate, rejoices 
in the change of his ſituation, and acts the part of 
a boon companion in his good cheer ; when ona 
ſudden a prodigious rattling of the folding doors 
ſhook them both off their couches. Terrified they 
began to ſcamper all about the room,; and more 
and more heartleſs to be in confuſion, whilſt the 
lofty houſe reſounded with the barking of maſtiff 
dogs; upon which, fays the country mouſe, | have 
no deſire for a life like this; and ſo farewell: 
my wood and cave, ſecure from ſurprizes, ſhall, 


with homely tares, comfort me for this diſap- 
pointment. 
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One of Heorace's ſlaves, making uſe of that freedom, 
which was allaued them at the * Saturnalia, 
rates his maſter in a droll ard ſevere manner. 


1 Have a long while been attending to you; and 
would fain ſpeak a few words in return but be- 
ing a ſlave, I am afraid. What Davus? Yes, 
Davus, a faithful ſervant to his maſter, and an 
honeſt one, at leaſt ſufficiently ſo: that is, for you 
to think his life in no danger f. Well, (ſince 
our anceſtors wou'd have it 10) ule the freedom 
of December: ſpeak on. 

One part of mankind are fond of their vices 
with ſome conſtancy, and adhere to their purpoſe ; 
a conſiderable part fluctuates; one while embracing 
the right, another liable to depravity. Priſcus, 
frequently obſerved with three rings, ſometimes 
with his left hand bare, lived ſo irregular, that he 
would change his robe every hour; from a magni- 
ficent edifice, he would on a ſudden hide himſelf 
in ſuch a place, from whence a decent freedman 
would ſcarce come out in a reputable manner; one 
while he would chuſe to lead the life of a rake at 


A feaſt inſtituted in honour of Saturn, in whoſe rejgn all 
men were upon a footing. It was held in December, and 
the ſlaves at that time were-permitted to treat their maſters 
with great familiarity. h 

+ Ignerant people have a cemmon proverb, Such a child is 
too good (or too witty) to be lopg-liv'd, 
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(-. 287-1 

Rome, another that of a {cholar at Athens ; born 
in the deſpite of every attribute of “ Vertumnus. 
That buffoon, Volanerius, when the defecved gout 
had crippled his fingers, maintained a fellow thar 
he had hired at a daily price, who took up the 
dice, and put them into the box for him: yet by 
how much leſs wretched was he, than the former 
perſon, who one while is in difficulties by too 
looſe, another by too tight a rein. 

Will you not tell to day, thou varlet, whither 
"ſuch wretched ſtuff tends? Why, to vou, I 
ſay. In what reſpect to me, ſcoundrel!? You 
praiſe the happineſs and manners . of the ancient 
Roman people; and yetif any god was on a ſudden 
to reduce you to them, you the ſame man wou'd 
earneſtly beg to be excuſed : either becaule you are 
not really of opinion, that what you bawl about is 
right; or becauſe you arc irteſolute in defending 
the right, and heſitate, in vain delirous to extract 
your foot from the mire. At Rome you long for 
the country; when you are in the country, cver 
fickle, you extol the abſent city to the ſlcics. If 
haply you are invited out no where to ſupper, you 
praiſe your ſallad, that you enjoy in tranquillity ; 
and, as if whenever you go abroad it is upon com— 
pulſion, you think yourſc't fo happy, and doto hug 
yourſelf, that you are obliged to drink no where ; 
But ſhould Mzcenas lay his commands upon yon 
to come late, at the firit lighing up of the rapers, 


* Vertumnus preſided over the changes of be { ifons, 
There were many ſtatues of him, ari in vitivus 
which oceaſions Vettumni in the plere! nomber, 
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W 
to le his gueſt? „Is there nobody to bring the oil 
*« with moie expedition ? Docs any body hear?“ 
you iputter with a mighty bellowing, and then you 
icour away Milvius, and the buffoons who ex- 
pected to fup with you, depart, after having utter'd 
curſcs not pioper to be repeated. Any one may 
145% for L ow.n the truth, that I am ealliy ſeduced by 
my appetite: I ſnutt up my noſe at a ſavoury 
imel} ; am weak, lazy; and, if you have a mind 
to add any thing elſe, a fot. But ſeeing you are 
as | am, and perhaps ſomething worte, why do 
you willully call me to an account, as it you was 
the better man? and, with ſpecious phraſes, diſ- 
guiie your own vices? What, if you are found out 
to be a greater fool than me, who was purchaſed 
for five bundred “ drachmes? Forbear ts terrily 
me with your looks; reſtrain your hand and your 
anger, while 4 relate to you, what Criſpinus's por- 
ters taught me- | 
Another man's wife captivates you, a harlot 
Davus; which of us {ins more deſervingly of the 
gallows? When keen nature inflames me; any 
common wench that picks me up, diſmiſſes me 
neither dilhengured ner in the leaſt ſolicitous whe- 
ther a richer or a handjom er man enjoys her next. 
You, when you have caſt off your enſigus of dig- 
nity, your <queltrian ring, and your Roman habit 
win out, from a grave magiſtrate, a wretched 
+ Dama, hiding with a Cape your eſſenced head 
arc you net really what you perſonate ? You arc 


* About fifty crowns ſterling. if the Attic drachma was 
(as is eompated) (ix ſhillings of eur mercy, 
+ A common name for a flave in Rome, 


intro- 
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introduced apprehenive of conſequences, and as 
you are altercating with your paſſions, your bones 
ſhake with fear. What is the difference, whether 
you go condemned, * like a gladiator, to be gall'd 
with ſcourges, or to be ſlain with the ſword ; or 
be ſqueezed up, neck and heels, in a filthy cheſt, 
where the maid, conſcious of her miſtreſs's crime, 
has ſtowed you? Has not the buſband of the of- 
fending dame a juſt power of puniſhing both? 
Againit the ſeducer even a juſter ? But the nei- 
ther changes her dreſs, or place, or fins to that 
exccis as you do; ſince the woman is in dread even 
of you, nor gives any credit to you, tho” you pro- 
feſs to love her. You mult go under the yoke 
knowingly,and put all your foriune, and livelihood 
and your reputation, together with your limbs, in- 
to the power of an enraged huſband. Have you 
eſcaped? I ſuppoſe then you will be afraid for the 
future, and, being warned, will be cautious. No, 
you will ſeek occaſion when again you may be in 
terror, and again may be likely to periſh. O ſo 
often a ſlave! What beaſt, when it has ence eſca- 
ped, by breaking its teils, ever abſurdly truſts it- 
{elf to them again? You ſay, „I am no adulte- 
« cer.” Nor, by Hercules, am I a thief, when I 
wiſely paſs by the ſilver vaies Lake away the 
danger,and vagrant nature will ſpring forth, when 
all reſtraints are removed. Are you then, my ma- 
ſter, ſo much my infcrior, by being ſubjected to the 
dominion of ſo many things and perions ? whom 
vengeance, tho? inflicted three or tour times over, 
: can never free trom this wretched ſolicitude? 

* A gladiator, when he was ſold, laid himſclf under tlicſe 

ſavguinary obligations, | 
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Add to what has been faid above, a thing of no 
leſs weight: for whether he be an underling, who 
obeys the“ maſter-ſlave, as it is your cuſtom to 
affirm; or only a fellow-ſlave; what am I in re- 
ſpect of you ? You, for example, who have the 
command of me, are in ſubjection to other things, 
and are led about, like a puppet which is move- 
able by the means of wires not its own. 

Who then is free? The wiſe man, who has do- 
minton over himſelf: whom neither poverty, nor 
death, nor chains afright : brave in the checking of 
his appetites,and in contemning honours ; and per- 
fect in himſelf, tpoliſh'd and round; ſo that no- 
thing can retard him in his level courſe; againſt 
whom misfortune ever advances ineffectually. Can 
you, out of all theſe recognize any thing appli- 
cable to yourſelf ? A woman demands five talents 
ot you, plagues you, and after you are turn'd out 
of doors, the bedews you with cold water; ſhe 
calls you again. Reſcue your neck from this vile 
yoke; Come ſay, I am free, quite free. You are not 
able: For an implacable maſter oppreſſes your 
mind, and claps the {harp ſpurs to your jaded ap- 
petite, and forces you on tho' reluctant. When 
you, a fool, quite languiſh at a picture by Pauſias; 
how are you leſs to blame than I, when 1 admire 
the combats of Fulvius, and Rutuba, and Placi- 
deianus, with their bended knees, painted in 


* The Romans of diſtinion had ene ſlave that preſided 
over the reſt. 
+ Your paſſions, 


1 Alluding to a globe, which haying no aſperitics, goes 


ſmoothly on in its courſe, 
crayons, 
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crayons, or charcoal, as if the men were aCtually 
engaged, and puſh, and parry, moving their wea- 
pons ? Davus is a ſcoundrel, and a loiterer; but 
you have the character of an exquiſite and expert 
connoiſſeur in antiquities. If I am allured by a 
ſmoaking paſty, I am a good- for- nothing fellow: 
Does your great virtue and ſoul reſiſt the tempta- 
tion of delicate entertainments? A tenderneſs tor 
my belly is too deſtructive for me: Why ſo? For 
does not my back pay for it? But how do you 
come off with more impunity, ſince you hanker 
after ſuch dainties, as cannot be had for a little 
expence? Then thoſe delicacies, perpetually taken, 
pall upon the flomach ; and your miſtaken feet will 
not ſupport your ſickly body. Is that boy guilty, 
who by night pawns a ſtolen “ ſcraper for ſome 
grapes? And has he nothing ſervile about him, 
who, in indulgence to his guts, ſells his eſtates ? 
Add to this, that you yourſelf cannot be an hour 
by yourſelf, nor diſpoſe of your leiſure in a right 
manner; and delert yourſelt as a mere fugitive 
and vagabond, one while endeavouring with wine, 
another with ſleep, to cheat care: in vain : for 
the gloomy companion preſſes upon you, and pur- 
ſues you in your flight. 

Where can I get a ſtone ? What occaſion is 
there for it? Where can I get ſome darts ? 


* 'The ſtrigil was an inſtrument made of either iren, braſs, 
or filver, that the Romans made ufe of in their bagnios to 
ſcrape off the ſweat: there is a figure of one of them to be 
ſeen in Battley's Antiquitates Rutupinæ. 
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The man is either mad, or making of verſes, 
If you don't take yourſelf away in an inſtant, you 
ſhall go and make a*niath labourer at my Sabine 
eltate. 


ATi WAL 


A ſmart deſcription of a miſer ridiculouſly acting 
the extravagant. 


O W did the entertainment of that happy 

fellow Naſidienus pleaſe you? for yeſterday, 
as I was ſeeking to maks you my gueſt, you was 
ſaid ro be drinking there from mid- day It 
pleaſed me ſo, that | never was happier in my life, 
Say, (it it is not troubleſome) what food firſt calm- 
ed your raping appetite. 

In the firſt place there was a Lucanian boar; 
which was taken while the gentle ſouth wind 
blew, as the father of the entertainment affirmed; 
around it poignant rapes, lettuces, radiſhes; ſuch 
things as provoke a languid appetite ; ſkirrets, an- 
chovies, dregs of Coan winef, Theſe once re- 
moved, one flave, tuck'd high, with a purple 
cloth wiped the maple table, and a ſecond gathered 
up whatever laid uſeleſs; and whatever could of- 
fend the gueſts; iwarthy Hydaſpes advances, like 
an Attic maid with Ceres's ſacred rites, bearing 
wines of Cæcubum; Alcon brings thoſe of Chios, 


There were cight already at hard labour at Horace's eeun« 
try bouſe. 
+ Vinegar mace of ſuch, 
undamaged 


2 
undamaged by the ſea®. Here the maſter cries ; 
Mæcenas, if Alban or Falernian wine delight you 
more than thoſe already brought ; we have both. 

Ill-fated riches ! But, Fundanus, I am impatient 
to know, who were tharers in this feaſt where you 
fared ſo well. 

I was higheſt, and next me was Viſcus Thuri- 
nus, and below, if I remember right, was Varius; 
Vibidius, with Servilius Balatro, whom Mzcenas 
had brought along with him, + vabidden gueſts. 
Above Naſidienus himſelf was Nomentanus, below 
him Porcius, who made himlſelt ridiculous in ſwal- 
lowing whole cakes at once. Nomentanus was 
preſent for this purpoſe, that it any thing elegant 
ſhould chance to be unobſerved, he might ſhew it 
with his pointing finger. For the other company, 
we, I mean, cat promiſcuouſly of fowls, oyſters, 
fiſh, which had concealed in them a juice far dif- 
ferent from the known and common; as preſently 
appeared, when he reached to me the entrails of a 
plaice and of a turbot,luch as had never been taſted 
before. After this, he informed me that honey- 
apples were molt ruddy, when gathered under the 
waning moon. What difference this makes, you 
will hear beſt from himſelf. Llhen ſays Vibidius 
to Balatro ; we, if we do not drink to his coſt, ſhall 
die in his debt. And he calls for larger tumblers. 


A paleneſs preſently changed the countenance ur 


hoſt, who fears nothing ſo much as hard drinkers; 
either becauſe they are more frecly cenforious, of 


* Or, that never was at ſea home-brewed 
+ Literaliy ſhadows, i e friends introduced by Mzcenas. 
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becauſe heating wines daten the ſubtile judgmene 
of the palate. Vibidius and Balatro, all following 
thei: example, pour whole caſks into “ Aliphani- 
ans: + The gueſts indeed of the loweſt couch, 
did no hurt to the flagons.. A lamprey next is 
brought, extended in a diſh, in the midſt of float- 
ing ſhrimps. Whereupon, This, ſays the maſter, 
was caught when pregnant; which after having 
young would have been leſs delicate in its fleſh, 
For theſe a ſauce is mixed up; with oil which the 
beſt cellar of Venafrum preffed; with pickle from 
the juices of the Iberian fiſh, with wine of bGve' 
years old, but produced on this ſide the ſea while 
it is boiling; after it is boiled, the Chian wine 
ſuits it ſo well, that no other does better than it, 
with white pepper; not whithout the vinegar which 
by being þ vitiated, turned ſour the Methynean 
grape. I firſt ſhewed the way to ſtew it in green 
rockets, and the bitter elicampane; Curtillus to 
ſtew in it the ſea-urchin unwaſhed, as being bet- 
ter than the pickle, which the ſea fhell-fiſh yields, 

In the mean time the ſuſpended tapeſtry made 
2 heavy downfal upon the diſh, bringing down a- 
long with it as much black duſt as the north-wind 
never raiſes on the plains of Campania. Having been 
fearful of ſomething worſe, as ſoon as we perceived 
there was no danger, we riſe up. Rufus, hanging 
his head began to weep, as if his fon had died an 
untimely death : What would have been the end, 


* Cups of ſize larger than ordinary, made at Aliphz, a 


samnite town. 
+ Theſe were his ewn creatures, Nementanus and Poreius. 


t The vincgar was only ſpoiled wine. 
had 


275 ) 


had not the diſcreet Nomentanus thus raiſed his 


friend? Alas! O fortune, what god is more c-uel 
to us than thee ? How doſt thou always take plca- 
ſure in ſporting with human affairs! Varius could 
ſcarce ſmother a laugh with his napkin. Balatro, 


ſneering at every thiog, obſerved, This is the con- 


dition of human lite: and therefore a ſu:ctable 
glory will never anſwer your labour. Muit you 
be rent and tortured with all manner of anxiety, 
that I may be entertained ſumptuouſly; leſt burnt 
bread, leſt ill- ſeaſoned ſoup ſhould be ſet before us; 
that all your flaves ſhould wait properly attired 
and neat? Add beſides theſe accidents; if the 
hangings ſhould rumble down, as juit now; it the 
groom flipping with his foot ſhould break a dith. 
But adverſity ules to diſcloſe, proſperity to con- 
ceal the abilities of a hoſt as of a genez1al. To thus 
Naſidienus: May the Gods give you all the blet- 
ſiogs, whatever you can pray for; you are ſo good 
a man, and ſo civil a guclt: and calls for his tan- 
dals. Then on every couch you might fcc di- 
vided whiſpers buzzing in each ſecret car. 

I would not chuſe to have ſeen any theatrical 
entertainments ſooner than theſe things. Bur 
come, recount what you laughed at next. \Whitic 
Vibidius is enquiring of the flaves, whether the 
flagon was alſo broken, becauſe cups of wine were 
not brought when he called for them; and while 

a laugh is continued on feigned pretences, Bilaiity 
ſeconding it; you, Naſidienus return with au al- 
tered couutenance, as if to repair your ii! tortunc 
by art. Then followed the ſlaves, bew ing on a 

Mm lar. 
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large charger the ſevered limbs of a crane be- 


ſprinkled with much fait, not without flour, and 
the liver of a white gooſe fed with fattening figs, 
and the wings of hares torn off, as a much dain- 
tier diſh, than if one eats them with the loins. 
Then we ſaw blackbirds alto ſet before us with 
* {corched breaſts, and ring-doves without the 
rumps: Delicious morſels, did not the maſter 
give us the hiſtory of their cauſes and natures : 
whom we in revenge fled from, ſo as to taſte no- 
thing at all; as if Canidia, more venomous than 
African ſerpents, kad poiloned them with her 
breath. 


® i. e. over-roaſlgd, 
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The poet renounces all verſes of a ludicrous turn, - j! 
and reſolves to apply bimſelf wholly to the ſtudy | 
of philoſophy, which teaches to bridle the deſires, 


þ and poſtpone every thing to virtue. 
juſtly entitled to my lateſt, you ſeck to 


M engage me again in the old liſts, having 


been tried ſufficiently, and now preſented with _ 
| | ro 


ACENAS, the ſubject of my former ſong, 
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*rod of freedom? My * not the ſame, nor is 
my genius. Veianius, his arms conſecrated on 
a pillar of Hercules's temple, lives ſnugly retired 
in the country, that he may not, from the ex- 
rremity of the ſandy + amphitheatre, ſo often ſup- 
plicate the people's favour. Some one ſeems 
frequently to ring in my quick ear; wiſely in 
time diſmiſs the aged courſer, leſt derided he miſ- 
carry at laſt, and break his wind. Now there- 
fore I lay aſide both verſes, and all other ſportive 
matters; my ſtudy and enquiry is after what is 
true and fitting, and I am wholly engaged in this: 
I lay up, and colle& rules which I may be able 
hereafter to draw out into action. And leſt you 
ſhould perchance enquire under what leader, in 
what houſe of philoſephy I cater myſelf a pupil: 
addicted to ſwear implicitly to the ipſe-dixits of no 
particular maſter, wherever the ſtorm drives me, 
I become a gueſt. One while I become active, and 
am plunged in the waves of ſtate-affairs, a main- 
tainer and a rigid partizan of ſtrict virtue; then 
again I relapſe inſenſibly into Ariſtippus's maxims, 
and endeavour to ſuit circumſtances to myſelf, not 
myſelf to circumſtances. As the night ſeems long 
to thoſe with whom a miſtreſs has broke her ap- 
pointment, and the day ſeems long to thoſe who 
owe their labour; as the year moves flow with 
minors, whom the harſh guardianſhip of their 
mothers confines : fo all that time to me flows te- 
dious and diſtaſteful, which delays my hope and 

* The Rudis was a wooden foil given to the gladiators when 
they were diſmiſſed from the ſtage. 

t The area of the amphitheatre was ſtrewn with ſand, to 
prevent its becoming ſlippery, and to drink vp the blood. 
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defign of ſtrenuouſly executing that which is of 
equal benefit to the poor and to the rich, which 
neglected will be of equal detriment to young and 
old. It remains. that I conduct and comfort my- 
ſelf by theſe principles: your ſight is not ſo piercing 
as that of Lynceus; you will not, however, de- 
ſpiſe being anointed if you are ſore- eyed: nor, be- 
cauſe you deſpair of the muſcles of the invincible 
* Glycon, will you be carcleſs of preſerving your 
body from the knotty gout. There is ſome point 
in philoſophy we may advance to, if we can no far- 
ther. Does your heart burn with avarice and a 
wretched deſire of more? Words there are, and 
+ charms, with which you may mitigate this pain, 
and rid yourſelf of a great part of the diſtemper. 
Do you ſwell with the love of praiſe ? There are 
certain purgations which can reſtore you, a certain 
treatiſe being peruſed thrice with purity of mind. 
The envious, choleric, indoleat, the ſlave to wine, 
to women, none is ſo favage, that he cannot be 
tamed, if he will only lend a patient ear to diſci- 
line. 
g It is virtue, to fly vice; and the firſt ſtep of 
wiſdom, to have lived free from folly, You ſee 
with what toil of mind and body you avoid thoſe 


things which you believe to be the greateſt evils; a a 


{mall fortune, and a ſhameful repulle. An active 
merchant you run to the remoteſt Indies, flee- 
ing poverty through ſea, through rocks, through 
flames. And will you not learn and hear, and 


* Suppoſed te be a ſtatue ef Hercules made by Glycon, and 
called, The Glycon 


+ He conſiders philefophy as of muſical force aguinſt the 


unruly paſſions of the mind. 


be 
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be adviſed by one that is wiſer, that you may no 
longer regard thoſe things which you fooliſhly ad- 
mire and wiſh for ? What little champion of the 
villages and of the ſtreets would ſcorn being crown» 
ed at the great Olympic games, who had the hopes 
and happy opportunity of victory without toil ? 
Silver is leſs valuable than gold, gold than vir- 
tue. O citizens, citizens, wealth is to be ſought 
for firſt; virtue after riches: this the higheſt 
* Janus from the loweſt inculcates ; ; young men 
and old repeat theſe maxims, having their bags 
and account books hung on the left arm. You 
have ſoul, have breeding, have eloquence, and 
honour: if ſix or ſeven thouſand ſeſterces be want- 
ing to complete your four hundred thouſand, you 
ſhall be a plcbeian But boys at play cry, You 
ſhall be a king, if you will do right. Let this be a 
man's brazen wall, i be conicious of no ill, to 
turn pale with no guilt. Teil me, pray, is the 
Roſcian law beſt, or the boys ſong, which offers 
the kingdom to them that do right, ſang by the 
manly Curii and Camilii? Does he adviſe you belt, 
who ſays, make a fortune ; a fortune, if you can, 
honeſtly; if not, a fortune by any means; that 
you may view /7om a nearer bench the tear-moving 
poems of Puppius; or he who friendly animates 
and enables you to ſtand free and upright, a match 
for gy fortune ? 


There was a ſtrect in Rowe, at each end of which was a 
ſte zue of Janus, frequented by uſurers, &c. 


„„ 
If now perchance che Roman people {honid fk 
me, why 1 do not enjoy the ſame ſentiments win 


them, as I do the ſame porticoes, nor purſue or fly 


from whatever they admire or diſlike; I will re- 
ply, what the cautious fox once on a time anſwered 
the fick lion: Becauſe the toot- marks ail looking 
towards you, and none from you, affright mc. 
Thou art a monſter with many heads. For What 
ſhall I follow? or whom ? One ſet of men delighe 
to farm the public revenues; there are ſome who 
would inveigle covetous rich widows with {weet- 
meats and truits, and enſnare old men, whom they 
might ſend like filh into their ponds : the fortunes 
of many grow by concealed uſury. But be it that 
different men are engaged in different employ ments 
and purſuits: can the ſame perſoos continue an 
hour together approving the ſame things ? If the 
man of wealth has ſaid, no bay in the world out- 
ſhines delightful Baiz, the lake and the ſea pre- 
{ently feel the eagerneſs of their impetuous maſter : 
to whom, if a vicious humour gives the omen; 
he'll cry, to morrow, workinen, ye ſhall convey 
from hence your tools to Teanum. Has he in his 
hall the genial bed? He ſays, nothing is preterable 
to, nothing better than a ſingle lite if he has not, 
he ſwears the married only are happy. With what 
nooſe can 1 hold this Proteus varying thus his 
forms ? what does the poor man? Laugh at him 
too: Is he not ever changing his garrets, beds, 
baths, batbeis? He is as much {urfcited in 4 
hired boat, as the rich man is whom his own gal- 
ley conveys. 
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Tf I meet you with my hair cut away by an un- 
even barber, you laugh at me: If I chance to have 
a ragged ſhirt under a handſome coat, or if my 
diſproportioned gown ill fits me you laugh: 
W hat do you do, when my judgment contradicts 
itſelf? when it deſpiſes, what it before defired ; 
ſeeks for that which lately it neglected ;; is all in a 
terment, and is inconſiſtent in the whole tenor 
of life; pulls down, builds up, changes ſquare to 
round? In this cafe, you think I am mad in the 
common way, and you do not laugh at all, nor be- 
lieve that I ſtand in need of a phyſician, or of a 
keeper aſſigned by the prætor; albeit you are the 
guardian of my affairs, and are diſguſted at ſuch 
a punctilio as an ill-pared nail of a friend that 
depends upon you, that reveres you. 

In a word, the wiſe man is inferior to Jupiter 
alone, is rich, free, honourable; handſome, laſtly, 
king of kings; above all, he is ſound, unleſs when 
defluctions “ are troubleſome. 


* Alluding ſeemingly to a paſſage in Epictetus, preſerved 
by Arrian, wherein an Epicurean objects to the being of a 
Providence from his being tormented with a continual de- 
fluxion; for which Epicurus upbraids his pupil, and aſks, if 
it is not better to uſe his hands to wipe his neſe, than fooliſhly 
deny the being ef Providence, which had wiſely formed bim 
with hands. 
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10 LO LLIUS 


He prefers Homer to all the Phil:ſophers, as a moral} 
writer, and adviſes an early cultivation of virtue, 


WW HILE you, great Lollius, declaim at Rome, 
I at Præneite have peruſed over again the 
writer of the Trojan war: who teaches more 
clearly, and better than “ Chryſippus and Crantor, 
what is laudable, what ſhameful, what profitable, 
what not ſo. If nothing employs you otherwilc, 
hear why I have concluded fo. The ttory in which, 
on account of Paris's intrigu:, Greece is related 
to be walled in a tedious war with the Barbari- 
ans, contains the tumults of tooliſh princcs aud 
people. Antenor gives his opinion for cutting olF 
the cauſe of the war. What does Paris? He can- 
not be brought 10 comply, though it is in order 
that he may reign ſafe, and live happy. Neſtor 
labours to com peſe the differences between Achille; 
and Agamemnon : loveinllames one; rage, both in 
common. The Grecks ſuffer for what their pria- 
ces act fooliſhly Within the walls of Ilium, and 
without, enormities are commitied, by jedition, 
treachery, injuſtice, and luſt, and rage. 


\ 2d 
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Again, to ſhew what virtue, and what wiſdom 
can do, he has prop-unded Ulyſſes an inſtt ucti ve 
pattern: who having ſubdued ! roy, wiſely got an 
_ w1{ipht into the conſtitutions and cuſtoms ot many 
nations; d while for himielf, while tor his aſſo- 
ciates he is contriving a return into their own coun» 
try on the ſpacious fea he endured many hardſhips, 
and was not to be funk by all the ſtora's of ad- 
verſity. You are well acquainted with the ſongs 
of the Sirenes, and Circe's cups; of which it he 
had fooliſhly and greedily drank along with his 
attendauts; he had been an ignominious and 
1:niclels flave under the command of a proſtitute: 
he had lived a filthy dog, or a hog that delights 
in mite. 

We are a meer number, and born only to con- 
tume the truits of the earth; like Penelope's ſuit- 
ors ulſcleſs drones, like Alcinous's youth, who were 
cmployed above meaſure in pampering their bo- 
dies; all whoſe glory was to fleep till mid-day, 
and to lull their cares to reſt by the ſound of the 
harp Robbers riſe by nigat, that they may cut 
men's throats; and wont you awake to fave your- 
felt ? But if you will not when you are in health, 
you will be torced to take care when you are in a 
_ eEropty®; and unleis before day you call for a book 
with a light, unleſs you brace your mind with 
itudy and hboneft employ ments; you will be kept 
awake and tormented with envy or with love. For 
why co you haften to remove what hurts your 
eyes; but if any thing gnaws upon your mind, do 


i. e If you will not take proper precautions to prevent 
diſtempers, you will be {orced to uſe difagreeable remedies 
you 
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you defer the time of curing it from year to year? 
He has half done who bas made a beginning. 
Therefore boldly undertake the ſtudy of true wits 
dom: begin it preſently. He who poſtpoues the 
hour of living well, like the hind ia the table, 
waits till all the water in the river is run off; 
whereas it flows, and will flow ever rolling in a 
continued ſtream. 

Money is ſought for, and a wife fruitful in bear- 
ing children, and wild woodlands are reclaimed by 
the plow. To uh, end all this! He that has got 
a competency, let him wiih for no more. Not a 
houſe, and farm, not a heap of * braſs and gold 
can remove fevers from the body of their lick 
maſter, or cares from his mind. Ihe poſſeſſor muſt 
be well, if he thinks of enjoying the things he has 
heaped together. He that is a flave to deſire or 
to fear; his houſe or eſtate does him juſt as much 
geod as paiutings do a fore eyed perſon, fomenta- 
tions do the gout, muſic does the cars that are at- 
flicted with collected matter. Unleis the veſſel is 
ſweet; whatever you pour into it, turas ſour. 
Deſpiſe pleaſures; pleaſure bought with pain is 
hurtful. The covetous man is ever in want: ſet a 
certain limit to your withes, The envious perſon 
waſtes at the thriving condition of another: Sici- 
lian tyrants never invented a greater torment than 
envy. He that will not curb his paſlion, will with 
that undone which his wild gricf and reſentment 
prompted him to, while he violently plies bis re- 


venge with unſated rancour. Rage is a ſhort wad- 


neſs. Rule your paſſion; which commands, if it 


Mm Braſs was a very valuable part of the Roman curic ey, 
| | does 
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does not obey : do you reſtrain it with a bridle, 
do you with tetters The groom forms the docile 
horſe while his neck is yet tender, to go the way 
which his rider directs him: the young hound, 
from the time that he barked at the deer's ſkin in 
the hall, campaigns it in the woods. Now, while 
you are young, with an untainted mind imbibe in- 
ſtruction; now apply yourſelf to the beſt maſters 
of morality. A caſk will long preſerve the flavour, 
with which when new it was once impregnated — 
But if you lag behind, or vigorouſly puth on be- 
tore; I neither wait for the loiterer, nor {ſtrive to 
overtake thoſe that precede me. 


Err 
To JuLius F Tonus. 


After enquiring aſter Claudius Tiberius Nero, and 
ſome of his friends, he exhorts Florus to the ſtudy 


of philoſophy. 


I Long to know, Julius Florus, in what regions 

of the earth Claudius, the ſtep-ſon of Auguſtus, 
is leading war. Do Lhrace and Hebrus bound 
with icy chains, or the narrow ſea running between 
the ncighbouring *cowers, or Aſia's fruitful plains 
and hills detain you? What works is the ſtudious 
+ train planning ? In this too I am anxious. Who 
takes upon himſelf to write the military atchie ve- 


* The Helleſpont, between Seſtos and Abydos. 
+ Young gentlemen ef learning, who formed the court and 
guard of Auguſtus, 
| ments 
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ments of Auguſtus? Who diffuſes into diſtant ages 


_ the glory of his wars, and the prudence of his 

wa ® peaces? What is Titius about, who ſhortly will 

hay be celebrated by every Roman tongue? who dread- 
» 


nin ed not to drink of the Pindaric fpring, daring to 
ile diſdain common waters and open ſtreams: How does 
* ö he do? How mindful is he of me? Does he em- 
j ploy himſelf to adopt Theban meaſures to the 
PE Latin lyre, under the direction of his mufe ? or 
1 does he ſtorm and ſwell in the pompous ſtyle of 
be- fragic art ? What may I expect from Cellus? He 
bas been adviſed, and the advice is ſtill often to be 
repeated, to acquire ſtock of his own, and forbear 

to touch whatever writings the Palatine Apollo 
has received; leſt, if it chance that the flock of 

'*, birds ſhould ſome time or other come to demand 
their feathers, he, like the daw ſtript of his ſtolen 
colours, be expoſed to ridicule. What do you 
undertake? What thyme are you buly hovering 
about? Your genius is not ſmall, is not unculti- 
vated, and ſhamefully rough. Whether you edge 
your tongue for pleading cauſes, or whether you 
prepare to give counſel in the civil law: or whe- 


ters _ 


c to 


ow ther you compoſe ſome lovely poem; you will | 
N bear off the firſt prize of the victorious ivy. If "oy 
nd now you could quit the coid fomentations of care, 1 
den wherever divine philoſophy would lead you, you [ 
Sa would go. Let us, both ſmall and great puſh for- i 
— ward in this work, in this purſuit; if to our 4 
may country, if to ourſelves we would live dear ? | 
Or, his military or pezccful honours, 
You 
and 
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You muſt alſo write me word of this, Whether 
Munatius is of as much concern to you as he 
ought? Or whether the ill-patched reconciliation 
in vain eloſcs, and is rent aſunder again; and ei- 
ther the hot blood of your youth, or inexperience 
exaſperates you, wild both as unmanaged courſers? 
la whatever place ye live, too worthy to break the 
paternal bond of amity, a devoted heifer is feeding 
againſt your return, 


EP ISTLE: IV. 


To Arnrvs TiBuLLUus. 


He declares his accompliſhments, and after propoſing 
the thought of death he converts it into an occaſtun 
of pleaſantry. 


AL BIUS, thou candid critic of my diſcourſes 

what ſhall J ſay you are now doing in the 
_country about Pedum ? Writing what may excel 
the works of Caſllus Parmenſis; or ſauntering 
filently among the healthful groves, concerning 
yourſelf about every thing worthy of a wiſe and 
good man? You were not a body without a mind. 
The gods have given you a beautiful form, the 
gods have given you wealth, and the faculty of en- 
joying it. 


What 
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What greater bleſſing could a nurſe with for 
her beloved child, than that he might be wite, and 
able to expreſs what are his ſentiments; and that 
reſpect, reputation, health, might happen to him 
in abundance, and a decent W With a never- 
failing purſe? 

In the midſt of hope and care, in the midſt of 
fears and diſquietudes, think every day that ſhines 
upon you is the laſt, Uhus the hour which {hall 
not be expected, will come upon you an agreezble 
addition 

When you ſhall have a mind to laugh, you hall 
ſee me fat and ſleck with good kceping, a hog of 
Epicurus's herd. 


Oo EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE' V. 
To TorquarTvs. 


He invites him to a ſrugal entertainment hut & 
cleanly and cheatſul one. 


17 you cannot be contented to repoſe yourſelf as 
my gueſt upon Archias's couches, and are not 
afraid to make a whole meal of herbs from a mo- 
derate diſh; I will wait for you, Torquatus, at my 
houſe about ſun-ſet. You ſhall drink wine put in 
the veſſel in the ſecond conſulfhip of Taurus, pro- 
duced between the fenny Minturnæ and Petrinum 
of Sinueſſa. If you have any thing better, ſend 
for it; or bring your commands. Bright ſhines 
my hearth, and my furniture is clean tor you al- 
ready. Diſmiſs all airy hopes, and conteſts about 
riches, and Moſchus's cauſe. To-morrow, a feſtal 
day on account of Cæſar's birth, allows of indul- 
gence and repoſe. We ſhall have free liberty to 
prolong the ſummer evening with friendly cone 
verſation. To what purpoſe have I a fortune, if 
T may not uſe it? He that is ſparing our of regard 
to his heir, and too niggardly, is next neighbour 
to a madman, I'll begin to drink and to ſcatter 
Howers, and Þ!1 endure even to be accounted in- 
conſiderate, What does not wine freely drank 
enterpriſe? It diſcloſes ſecrets, commands our 
hopes to be ratibed ; puſhes the coward on bo _ 
gut; 
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fight; removes the preſſure from troubled minds; 
teaches the arts. Whom have not plentiful cups 
made eloquent? Whom have they not made fice 
and eaſy under pinching poverty ? 

I who am both the proper perſon, and not un- 
willing, am charged to take care of theſe particu- 
lars; that no dirty covering on the couch, no foul 
napkin contract your noſe into wrinkles; and that 
the cup and the diſh may ſhew you to yourſelf; 
that there be no one to carry abroad what is ſaid 
among faithful triends; that equals may meet and 
be joined with equals. I will add to you Brutus 
and S8eptimius, and Sabinns, unleſs a better enter- 
tainment, and a miſtreſs more agrecable detains 
him. There is room allo for many introductions : 
but goaty rammineſs is oHenſive in companies that 
are too much crouded, 

Do you write word what number you would 
be; and ſetting aſide buſineſs, through the back- 
door give the ſlip to your client who keeps guard 
in your court. 


e 
To Numiciys. 


That a wiſe man is in love with nothing except 
virtue. 


TS admire nothing is almoſt the one and only 
thing, Numicius, which can wake and Kee 
a man happy. There arc ſome who view this lun, 
and the ſtars, and the ſeaſons retiring at certiii 
. | periods 
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periods, untainted with any fear. What do you 
think of the gifts ot the earth ? what, of the ſea 
that enriches the remote Arabians and Indians ? 
what of ſcenical ſhews, the applauſe and favours 
ot the kind Roman? In what manner do you 
think they are to be looked upon, with what ap- 
prehenhens, and with what countenance? He that 
dreads the reverie of thefe, admires them almoſt in 
the fame way as he that deſires them: fear alike 
diſturbs both ways: an unforſeen turn of things 
equally terrifies each of them: let a man rejoice, 
or grieve z defire, or fear; what matters it: if, 
whatever he perceives better or worſe than his 
expectations, with downcaſt look, he is (tupified 
in mind and body? Let the wiſe man bear the 


viitue itſelf beyond proper bounds. 

Go now, look with tranſport upon ſilver, and 
antique marble, and brazen ſtatues, and the arts: 
admire gems and the 1lyrian colours: rejoice, that 
a thouſand eyes are ixed upon you while you 
ipeak: induſtrious repair early to the forum, late 
to your houſe, that Mucius may not. reap more 


(unbccoming indeed, ſince he ſprung from meaner 
parcuts,) that he may not be an object of admirati- 
on to you, rather than you to him. Whatever is 
io theearth, time will bring forth into open day- 
lightz will bury and hide things that now ſhine 
| | brighteſt. When Agrippa's portico, and the Ap- 
pian way ſhall have beheld you well known and i- 
Iuftrious; ſtill it remains for you to go where Numa 
and Ancus are arrived It your fide or your reins 
axe afflicted wich au acute ducaie, ſeek a remedy 

for 


name of a fool, the juſt of unjuſt; if he purſues 


grain than you, trom his lands gained in dowry, and 
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for the diſeaſe. Would you live happily ? Who 
would not? if virtue alone can confer this; dif- 
carding pleaſures, ſtrenuouſly purſue it. Do you 
think virtue is a fet of words, as a grove is a parcel 
of trees? Be it your care that no other enter the 
port before you: that you loſe not your traflick 
with Cibyra, with Bithynia Let the round tum 
of a thouſand talents be compleated, as many more; 
further, let a third thouſand ſucceed, and the part 
which may ſquare the heap. For why, ſovereign 
money gives a man a wite with a large portion, and 
credit, and friends, and family,and beauty; and the 
goddeſſes Perſuaſion, and Venus, grace the well- mo- 
nied man. The king of the Cappadocians, ths” rich 
in ſlaves, is in want of coin: be not you like him. 
Lucullus, as they ſay, being aſked it he could lend 
a hundred cloaks for the ſtage, How can I to 
many ? ſays he: yet I'll fee, and fend as many 
as I have: a little after he writes, that he had 
five thouſand cloaks in his houſe: they might take 
part of them, or all. Tis a 1cant7 houſe where 
there are not many things ſuperiiuuus, and which 
eſcape the owner's notice, and are the gain of pil- 
fering ſlaves. It then wealth alone can make and 
keep a man happy; be firſt in beginning this work, 
be laſt in leaving it off. It ſplendor and popularity 
makes a man fortunate ;z let us purchale a ſlave to 
dictate to us the names of the citizens, to jog us on 
the left fide, and to make us ſticten our hand over 
all obſtacles : this man has much intereſt in the 
Fabian, that in the Veline tribe: this will give che 
faſces to any one; and, indefatigably active, will 
ſnatch the curule ivory from whom he plealcs : 
add 


94 ) 
add the names of father, brother : according as the 
age of each is, ſo courtcouſly adopt him. It he 
who feaſts well, lives well: tis day; let us go 
where our appetite leads us : let us fiſh, let us 
hunt, as did ſome time Gargilius: who ordered 
his toils, hunting ſpears, ſlaves, early in the morn» 
ning to paſs through the crouded forum and the 
people; that one mule among many, in the fight 
of the people, might return loaded with a boar 
purchated with money. Let us bathe with an in» 
gigeſted and full-ſwollen ſtomach, forgetting what 


is becoming, what not; deſerving to be enrolled 


among the citizens of Cære“; like the depraved 


crew of Ulyſſes of Ithaca; to whom forbidden 


pleaſure was dearer than their country. If, as 


Mimnermus thinks, nothing is pleaſant without 


love and mirth ; live in love and mirth. 


Live: be happy. If you know of any thing pre- 
ferable to theſe maxims ; candidly communicate 


it: if not, with me make uſe of theſe. 


* The Czrites having ſecured the veſtal virgins and tutelary 
gods of Rome, when it was ſacked by the Gauls, were rewarded 
with privilege» of citizens, but afterwards taking part with 
* Txrquin, they were deprived of the right of voting at elections 
and cnrolled by themſelves. 


EPISTI LE 


323 om as: Dai" 


a a, wy MERAtocgd 


: 

4 
3 
. 
9 


11 


nnen. 
To Maxcenas. 


He apologizes to Macenas fer his long abſence from 
Rome; and acknowledges his favours to him in ſuch 
a manner as to declare liberty preferable to all o- 


ther bleſſings 


AVIN G promiſed you that I would be in 

the country but five days, falſe to my word, 
I am abſent the whole month of Auguſt“. But, if 
you would have me live ſound and in perfect 
health; the indulgence you grant, me, Mæcenas, 
when I am ill, you will grant me alſo when I 
am afraid of being ill; while the time of the firſt 
figs, and the autumnal heat graces the undertaker 
with his black attendants: while every father and 
mother turn pale with fear for their children: and 


while over. acted diligence, and attendance at the 


forum, bring on fevers, and unſeal wills. But if 


the winter ſhall ſcatter ſnow upon the Alban fields 


your poet will go down to the ſea-fide, and be 


» In the old ſtile ef the Romans, and after the addition of 
January and February to their kalendar, Sextilis denoted the 
fixth month, the year beginning with March. It afterwards 
received the name of Auguſt, in honour of Auguſtus; as 


Quintilis, the fifth month, was denominated July, from Julius 
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careful of himſelf, and ſtudy ſparingly; you, dear 
friend, he will reviſit with the zephyrs, if you 
will give him leave, and with the firft ſwallow. 
You have made me rich not in the manner which 
the Calabrian hoſt bics his gueſt eat of his pears, 
Eat, pray fir. I have had enough. But do you 
take away with you what quantity you will. You 
are very kind, You will carry them no diſagree- 
able preſents to your little children. 1 am as 
much obliged by your offer, as if I were ſent away 
loaded. As you pleaſe : you will leave them to 
be devoured to-day by the _ The prodigal and 
fool gives away what he deſpiſes and hates : the 
reaping favours like theſe has produced, and will 
ever produce ungrateful men A good and wile 
man profeſles himſelf ready to do kindneſſes to tha 
deſerving; and yet is not ignorant how true coins 
differ from * lupines. I will alſo ſhew myſelf de- 
ſerving of the honour of being grateful. But if 
you would not have me depart from you any whi- 
ther; you muſt reſtore my vigorous conſtitution, 
the black locks that grew on my fnarrow forchead: 
you mult reſtore to me the art to talk with plea- 


A pulſe, uſed by way ef counters. 23 


+ We ought perhaps, here only te underſtand u greaz quate 
tity of hair almoſt covering his forehead. 
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ſantry : you muſt reſtore to me the art to laugh 


with becoming eaſe, and to whine o'er my liquor 
at the jilting of the wanton Cynara. 

A thin field- mouſe had by chance crept through 
a narrow cranny into a cheſt of grain; and, ha- 
ving feaſted itſelf, in vain attempted to come out 
again, with its bsdy now ſtuſfed and full. Te which 
a weaſel at a diſtance crics, It you would eſcape 
thence, repair lean to the narrow hole which you 
entered lean, It I be addrefled with this ſiwili- 
tude, I am ready to reſign all; neither do I, ſated 
with delicacies, cry up the calm repoſe of the vul- 
gar, nor would | change my liberty and caſe for 
the riches of the Arabians. You have often com- 
mended me for being modeſt: when picienr you 
heard /rom me the apellations of king and father, 
nor am I a word more ſparing in your abſence. 
Try whether 1 can cheeriully reſtore what you 


have given me. Not amiſs anſwered Telemachus, 


ſon of the patient Ulyſſes; the country of Ithaca 
is not proper for horſes, as being neither extended 
into champaign fields, nor abounding with much 
graſs: Atrides, I will leave behind me your gifts 
which are more proper for yourſelf. Small things 
beſt ſuit the ſmall. No longer does imperial Rome 
goon me, but unfrequented Tibur, and unwarlike 
arentum. 


Philip, active and ſtrong, and famed for plead- 


ing cauſes, while he is returning from his employ- 


ment about the eighth hour, and now of a great 


age, is complaining that the Carinz were too far 


diſtant from the forum; he ſpiced, as they ſay, 
a perſon clean ſhaven in a barber's empiy ſhed, 
P P com- 
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compoſedly paring his own nails with a knife. De- 
metrius, ſays he, (this ſlave dexterouſly received 
his maſter's orders) go, enquire, and bring me 
word ; from what houle, who he is, of. what for- 
tune, who is his father, or who's his patron. He 
goes, returns, and relates that he is by name Vul- 
teins Mena, an auctioneer, of ſmall fortune, of a 
character perfectly unexceptionable, that he could 
upon occaſion, ply buſily, and te ke his eaſe, and 
get, and ſpend delighting it a few low compani- 
ons, and a ſettled dwelling, and after buſineſs end- 
ed, in the ſhews, and the Campus Martius. 

1 would enquire of him himſelf all this which 
you report. Bid him come to ſup with me Mena 
cannot believe it: he wonders ſilently within him- 
elf. Why many words? He anſwers, * [is oblig- 
ing, Does he deny me? Ihe raſcal denies, 
and diſregards or dreads you. In the morning 
Philip comes unawares upon Vulteius, as be is ſel- 
ling brokery goods to the tunic'd populace, and 
ſalutes him firſt. He pleads to Philip his employ» 
ment, and the confinement of his buſineſs, in ex- 
cuſe for not waiting upon him in the morning; 
and afterwards, for not ſeeing him firſt. Expect 
that I'll excuſe you on this condition, that you ſup 
with me to-day. As you pleaſe. Then you will 
come after the ninth hour: now go, ſtrenuouſly 
increaſe your ſtock, When they were come to 
ſupper; having diſcourſed promiſcuouſly of things 
of a public and a private nature, at length he is 
diſmiſſed to go to fleep. When he had often beer 

| ſeen 
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ſeen to repair like a fiſh to the concealed hook, in 
the morning a client, and now become a conſtant 
gueit ; he is defired to accompany Philip to his 
country ſeat near the city at the proclaiming of 
the * Latin feitivals. Mounted on horicback he 
ceaſes not to cry up the Sabine fields and air. 
Philip ſees it, and ſmiles: and while he is ſceking 
amuſement and diverſion for himſelf out of every 
thing, while he makes him a preſent of ſeven 
thouſand ſeſterces, promiſes to lend him ſeven 
thouſand more; perſuades him to purchaſe a farm: 
he does make a purchaſe. That I may not detain 
you with a long ltory beyond what is necetiary; 
from a ſmart cit he becomes a downright rultic, 
and prates of nothing but furrows and vineyards; 
prepares his clms ; is ready to die with eager dili- 
gence, and grows old through a paſſionate delire 
of poſſeſſiug. But hen his ſheep were loſt by 
theft, his goats by a diſtemper; his harveſt deceivel 
his hopes, his ox was killed with plowing z fret- 
ted with theſe lofles, at midnight he ſnatches his 
nag, and in a paſſion makes his way to Philip's 
houſe. Whom as ſoon as Philip beheld rough and 
unſhaven; Vultcius, lays he, you tecm to me to 
be too laborious and earneſt. In truth, patron, 
replied he, you would call me a wreich, if you 
would apply to me my true name. | belecch, and 


Philip could go into the country only on the kuliduys. 
They were ealled indictz er conceptivæ, becauic they were not 
celebrated on any ſtated days, but at the pizaſa:e of the cuntul, 
They were inſtitnted in honour of Jupiter, in memory of A αν¼s 
concluded between Targuintus Supe. bus, and the poojic of 
Latium. | 
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corjure yon then, by your genius, and your right 
hand, and your houthold gods; reſtore me to my 
former way of life, As ſoon as a man perceives 
how wuch the things he has diſcarded excel thoſe 
he purtucs; let him return in time, and ielume 
thoſe he before relinquiſheds 

It is a truth, that every one ought to meaſure 
himiclf by his own proper foot and ſtandard. 
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That he was neither well in body nor in mind; that 
Geljus ſhould bear his preſperity with moderation. 


Y muſc, at my requeſt, give joy, and wiſh 
ſuccels to Celſus Albinovanus, the attend- 
ant and the ſecretary of Nero. If he ſhall en- 
quire, what lam doing; ſay, that I, tho' pro- 
miling many and fine things, yet live neither well 


according to the rules of firift phileſophy, nor agree- 


ably : not becaule the hail has cruſhed my vines, 
and che heat has nipp'd my olives: nor becauſe 
my herds are diſtempered in remote paſtures: 
but becauſe, leſs ſound ia my mind than in my 
whole body, I will hear nothing, learn nothing 
that may relieve me difeaſed as L am, that I am 
aupleaſed with my faithful phyſicians, am angry 
with my triends®, lor being induſtrious to rouſe 


* Pc haps this is tke only ipſtanee whcre cur is to be under- 
Noed in the ſenſe ef quod. FrANCIE, 


me 


_ * * "— as of 


got: } 

me from a fatal lethargy; that I purſue things 
that have done me hurt; avoid thoſe things which 
I am perſuaded would be of ſervice to me; in- 
conſtant as the wind, at Rome | am in love with 
Tibnr, at libur with Rome. After this, enquire 
how he does; how he manages his buſineſs and 
himſelf ; how he pleaſes the young prince, and his 
attendants. If he ſhall ſay, well; firſt congratu- 
late him, then remember to whiſper this admoni- 
tion in his ears: As you, Celſus, bear your tor- 
tune, fo will we behave to you. 


E730: 45:4 
To CLaunrius TIBERIUS NRRO. 
He recommends Septimius to him. 


Fall the men in the world Septimius ſurely, 

O Claudius, knows beſt the ſhare I have in 

your regards. For when he requells, and by his 
intreaties in a manner compels me to undertake 
to recommend and introduce him to you, as one 
worthy of the confidence and the houſſiold of Nero 
who ever chooſes delerving objects, as thinking L 
diſcharge the office of an intimate friend with you, 
he ſees and knows better than myſelf what I can 
do. Indeed | {aid a great deal in order that I 
might come off excuſed ; but I was afraid leſt I 
ſhould be ſuſpected to pretend my intereſt with you 
was leis than it is, to be a diſſembler of my own 
power, and ready to ſerve mylelt alone. So, a- 
voiding the reproach of a greater fault, I have put 
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in for the prize of town-bred confidence. If now 
you approve of modeſty's being ſuperſeded ar the 
preſſing intreaties of a friend; enrol this perſon 
among your retinue, and believe him to be brave 
and good, 


e 
To ARISTIVUSs Fos cs. 


He praiſes a country before a city life, as more a- 
greeable to nature, and more friendly to liberty. 


WE who love the country ſalute Fuſcus thar 
loves the town; in this point alone we are 
much unlike, but in other things almeſt twins, of 
brotherly ſentiments : whatever one denies, the 
other too denies: we aſſent together: like old and 
conſtant doves, you keep the neſt; I praiſe the 
rivulets, the rocks overgrown with moſs, and the 
groves of the delightful country. Do you aſk 
why ? I live and reign, as ſoon as I have quitted 
thoſe things which you extol to the ſkies with joy- 
ful applauſe. And, like a prieſt's fugitive ſlave, I 
reject luſcious wafers; I deſire plain bread, which 
is more agreeable to me now than honied cakes. 

It we mult live ſuitably to nature, and a plot of 
ground is to be firſt fought for to raiſe a houſe 
upon; do you know any place preferable to the 
bliſsful country? Is there any ſpot where the win- 


ters are more temperate? where a more agreeable 


becze moderates the rage of the dog-ſtar, and the 
ſcaſon 
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" ſeaſon of the lion, when once that furious ſign has 


received the ſcorching ſun? Is there the place 
where envious care leſs diſturbs our ſlumbers ? Is 
the graſs inferior in ſmell or beauty to the Lybian 
pebbles? Is the water, which by being forced ſtrives 
to burſt the lead in the ſtreets, purer than that 
which trembles in murmurs naturally down its 
floping channel? Way, trees are nurſed among 
the variegated columns of the city; and that houſe 
is commended which has a proſpect of diſtant fields. 
Drive out nature by violence (with a fork;) yet 
ſtill ſhe will return, and becoming inſenſibly victo- 
rious, will break through mens improper diſguſts. 

Not he, who is not ſkilful enough to compare 
the fleeces that drink up the dye of Aquinum, 
with the Sidonian purple, and to diſtinguiſh them, 
will receive a more certain damage, and nearer 
to his marrow, than he who ſhall not be able to 
diſtinguiſh falſe from true. He who has been over- 
joyed by proſperity, will be ſhocked by a change 


of things. If you admire any thing greatly, you'll 


be unwilling to reſign it. Avoid great things: un- 
der a mean roof one may outſtrip kings, and the 
favourites of kings, in a happy lite. 

The ſtag, ſuperior in fight, drove the horſe from 
the common paſture : till the latter, ſtill worſted in 
the long conteſt, implored the aid of man, and re- 
ceived the bridle: but after he had parted conqueror 


from 


n 
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from his conquer'd enemy, he could not ſhake the 


rider from his back nor the bit from his mouth. 
50 he who afraid of poverty, forteits his liberty, 


which is more valuable than mines of treaſure; ſhall 
be ſo wretched as to carry a maſter, and ſhall eter- 
nally be a ſlave, for not knowing how to uſe a 
little When a man's condition does not ſuit him; 
it will be as a ſhoe at any time, which, it too bi 

for his foot, will throw him down; if too liule, 
will pinch him. If you are cheerful and ſatisfied 
with your lot, Ariftius, you will live wiſely; nor 
ſhall you let me go uncorrected, it I appear to 
ſcrape together mort than encugh, and not have 


done, Accumulated money is the maſter or ſlave |. 


of each owner, it deſerving rathcr to follow than 
to lead the twiſted rope. 


Theſe I dictated to ycu behind the mouldering 


temple of * Vacuna ; in all other things happy 
except that you was not with me, 


® The goddeſs of vacations or of idleneſi. 
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2 Endeavuring to recall him hack to Rome from Iſia, 


whither he had retreated through his wearme/s of 
the civil wars, he adviſes him to eaſe the diſquiet- 
ude of his mind not by the length of his journey, 
but by forming his mind into a right diſpoſition. 


HAT, Bullatins, do you think of Chios, 

and of the celebrated Leſbos? What of 
neat Samos ? What of Sardis, the royal reſidence 
of Crœſus? What of Smyrna, and Colophon? 
Are they greater or leſs than fame makes them ? 
Are they all contemptible in compariſon of the 
Campus Martius and the river Liber? Does ſome 


one of Attalus's citics enter into your with? Or 


do you admiae Lebedus, through a ſurfeit of the 
{ſea and of travelling? You know what Lebe- 
dus is: it is a more unfrequented town than Gabii 
and Fidenæ: yet there would 1 be willing to live, 
and, forgetful of my friends and forgot by them, 
view from land Neptune raging at a diſtance. 
But neither he who comes to Rome from Capua, 
beſpattered with rain and mire, would live always. 
in an in; nor docs he who has contracted a cod, 
cry up ſtoves arid bagnios as compleatly furniſhing 
the means of a happp lite : nor it the viojent ſouth 
wind has toſſed you in the deep, will you there- 
tore ſell your ſhip en the other ſide of the Egean ſea. 
Un a man that is jound in mind, Rhodes and the 
beautiful Mitylene have tuch aa clit, as a thick 


Qq Cluak 
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cloak at the fan ae Totti, thin drawers in 
ſnowy weather, batbing in the Tiber in winter, a 
fire in the month of Auguſt, While you may, 
and while fortune preierves a benign aſpect, let ab- 
ſent Samos, and Chios, and Rhodes, be commend- 
ed by you here at Rome. Whatever proſperous 
hour providence beſtows upon you, receive it 


with a thankful hand; and defer not the enjoyment 


of the comforts of life till a year is at an end: 
that, in whatever place you are, you may ſay that 
you have lived with ſatisfaction For it reaſon 
and diſcretion, not a place that commands a pro- 
ſpect of the wide extended ſea, remove our cares: 
they change their climate, not their diſpoſition, 
who run beyond the fea; a laborious inefficacy 
harrafſes us: by thips and by chariots we ſeek to 
live happily. What you ſeek is here at home, is 
at Ulubrz; if a juſt temper of mind is not your 
want, 


C 


To Iccivs. 


Under the appearance of praiſing the man's parſi- 
mony, he archly ridicules it; introduces Croſphus 
to him, aud concludes with a few articles of news 
concerning the Roman affairs. 


Iccius if you rightly enjoy the * Sicilian pro- 
ducts, which you collect for Agrippa: it is 
not poſſible that a greater affluence can be given 


* Auguſtus had given Agrippa cenſiderable poſſeſſions in 
Sieily, as a reward for his having redueed that iſland ----Iccius 


was agent there to Agrippa. 


you 
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you by Jove himſelf. Away with complaints : for 
that man is by no means poor, who hath the uſe 


of every thing he wants. If it is well wich your 


belly. your back and your feet; even regal wealth 
can add nothing greater. If ſtrangely abſtemious, 
amidſt profuſion, you live upon ſallad and {hell. 
fiſh; you will coniequently live in ſuch a frugal 
manner, that preſently fortune ſhall low upon you 
in a river of gold: either becauſe money cannot 
change the natural diſpofition, or becauſe it is your 
opinion that all things are inferior to virtuc alone. 
Can we wonder, it other men's cattic feeds upon 
the meadows and corn- fields of D:mocritus, while 
his active ſoul is abroad travelliug without his 


body ? Since you, amidit ſuch great impurity and 


infection of profit, have no taſte tor any thing iri= 
vial, but ſtill mind only things of a ſublime na- 
ture; namely, what cauſes ſet bounds to the ſea; 
what rules the year; whethcr the itars ſpontane- 
ouſly, or by direction, wander about, and arc cr- 
ratic; What throws oblicurity on the moon, aud 
what brings out her orb; what is the intcation 
and power of the jarring harmony of things ; 
whether Empedoc.es, or the hypothelis of Stertie 
nius, be in the wrong ? 

However, whether you *murder fithes, or onions 
and garlick, receive Pompeius Grolphus; and, if 
he atks any tavour, grant it him frankly: Groſphus 
will deſire nothing but what is tight, and jult. 


Murder, in ridicule of the doQtiine of Pythagoras, who 


held that the ſouls of the human kind peſlcd fucchhivoy tits 
the bodies of men, animals, and plants, 
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The fruits of friendſhip are cheap, when “good 
nien want any thing. | 

Bur that you may not be ignorant in what fi- 
tuition the Roman affairs are: the Cantabrians 
Have tallen by the valour of Agrippa, and the Ar- 
menians by that of Claudius Nero: Phraates has, 
in the moſt ſuppliant manner, admitted the laws 
and power of Cziar. Golden plenty has poured 
Out the fruits of Italy from a full horn. 


EPISTLE XIII. 
To Vinxius ASINA. 


Horace cautions him to preſent his poems to Auguſtus 
at a proper opportunity, and with due decorum. 


AS on your ſetting out I frequently and fully 
gave you inftructions, Vinnius, that you would 
preſent theſe volumes to Auguſtus ſealed up, if he 
{hall be in health, if in ſpirits, finally, it he ſhall aſk 
tor them: leaſt you oftend out of zeal for me, and 
indultriouſly bring an edium upon my books by 
being an agent of violent officiouſneſs If haply 
ihe heavy load of my paper ſhould gall you; caſt 
it trom you, rather than throw down your pack 
in a rough manner, where you are directed to carry 
them, and turn your paternal name of + Afira into 
a jeſt, 


* Becauſe they are always modeſt, and reaſonable in their 

demands. 
+ tiorace puns upon the word Aſina, which beſides being a 
proper name, hgnifcs an als. Many Roman ſirnag.cs were 
derived 
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a jeſt, and make yourſelf a commoa flory, Make 
ule of your viguur over the hills, the rivers, and 
the fens. As ſoon as you have got the better cf 
your enterprize, and you arrive there, you muſt 
keep your burden in this poſition; left you happen 
to carry my bundle of books under your arm, as 
a clown does a lamb, or as drunken “ Pyrchia in 
the play does the balls of pilter'd wool, or as a 
tribe gueſt carries his ſlippers with his fuddling- 
cap. You mult not tell publicly how you ſweat- 
ed with carrying theſe verſes, which may detain 
the eyes and cars of Cziar, Solicited with much 
intreaty, do your beſt. Finally, get you gone, 
farewell; take care you do not ſtumble, and 
break my order ( /orget my errand.) 


derived frem Aſinus. The family of Annu, had that of Afﬀella; 
the Claudian, Aſellus; the Sempronian, Afcllio, &e. 
* Alluding to a paſſage in a comedy of Titinins*s. | 
+ Athenzus ſays, Members of the ſame tribe had entertain» 
ments — cœn thisſz, ward - feaſts, as they might now ve 
terme 
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EPISTLE XIV. 


To his STEWARD, 


He upbraids his levity for contemning a country life, 
which had been his choice, and being eager to re- 
turn to Rome. | 


GH ARD of my woodlands and little farm, 
that reſtores me to myſelf, which you deſpiſe, 
tho' formerly inhabited by five families, and wont to 
ſend five good ſenators to Varia; let us try, whether 
I with more fortitude pluck the thorns out of my 
mind, or you out of my ground; and whether 
Horace, or his eſtate, be in a better condition. 
Though my affection and ſolicitude for Lamia, 
mourning for his brother, lamenting inconſola- 
bly for his bother's loſs, detrain me; neverthe- 
leſs my heart and ſoul carry me thithar, and lon 
to break through thoſe barriers, that obſtruct my 
way. I pronounce him the happy man, who 
dwells in the country, you him who lives in the 
city. He, to whem his neighbour's lot is agree- 
able, muſt of conſequence diſlike his own. Each 
of us is a fool for unjultly blaming the innocent 
place. The mind is in fault, which never eſcapes 
from itſelt. When you was a drudge at every 
one's back, you tacitly prayed for the country: now 
you are appointed my ſteward, you wiſh for the 
city, che ſhews, and the public baths. But you 
know I am conſiſtent with myfelf, and loth to go, 
whenever diſagreeable buſineſs drags me to Rome. 
We are not admirers of the ſame things: hence it 
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is that you and I diſagree. For what you reckon 


deſart and inhoſpitable wilds, he, who is of my 


way of thinking, calls delightful places; and dif- 
likes what you eſteem pleaſant. The bawdy-houſes, 


I perceive, and greaſy taverns, raiſe your inclina- 
tion for the city; and this, becauſe my little ſpot 
will ſooner yicld frankincenſe and pepper, than 
grapes; nor is there a tavern near, which can 
ſupply you with wine; nor a minſtrel harlot, to 
whoſe thrumming you may dance cumberſome to 
the ground ; and yet, * it ſeems, you exerciſe 


with plough ſhares the fallows that have been a 


long while untouched, you take due care of the ox 
when unyoked, and give him his fill with leaves 
ſtript from the boughs. The ſſluices tes give an addi- 
tional trouble to ſuch an idle fellow, which, if a 
ſhower fall, muſt be taught by many a mound to 
ſpare the ſunny meadow. 

Come now, attend to what hinders our agree- 
ment. Me, whom formerly fine garments and dreſſed 
locks adorned, whom you know to have pleaſed 
venal Cynara without a preſent, whom you have 
ſeen quaff flowing Falernian from noon te midnight; 
a ſhort ſupper now delights, and a nap upon the - 
green-turt by the ſtream ſide : nor is it a ſhame to 
have been gay, but not to break off that paiety. 


* Horace ſays this ironically, for his ſteward's head was ſo 


taken up with the thoughts of Rome, that he pegleted bis 
country buſineſs, 


+ Sluices cut for watering the ground. 


* There 


{4203 
* There no eye, with envious caſt, faffects my poſ- 


ſeſſions, nor poiſons them with obſcure walice, 
and biting flander : the neighbours ſmile at me re- 
moving clods and ſtones. You had rather be 


munching your daily allowance with the ſlaves in 


town; you ardently with to be of the number of 
theſe. While my cunning foot-boy envies you the 
uſe of the firing. the flocks, and the garden. The 
lazy ox wiſhes for the horſe's trappings: the horſe 
withes to go to plough. But I ſhall be of opinion, 
that each of them ought contentedly to exerciſe 
that art which he underſtands. 


I 

To C. Numontvs VALA. 
Preparing to ge te the baths either at Velia or Sa- 
lern um, he enquires after the healthfulneſs and a- 


greeableneſs of the places. 


7 1 your part, my Vala, to write me, and 
| mine to give credit to your information, 


what ſort of a winter it generally is at Velia, what | 


* At his Sabine farm. 

It was a ſuperſtition amongſt the ancients that an envious 
er malicious eye could affect what it looked upon. 

The natural eonſtruction in the original does not begin till 


line as. 
the 


34 
2 


nd 


In, 


1 


OUs 
till 
he 


, 


313 


the air at Salernum, what kind of inhabitants the 


country conſiſts of, and how the road is: for * An- 


tonius Muſa proncunces Baiz to be of no ſervice to 


me: yet makes me obnoxious to the place, when I 
© am bathed in cold water ev'n in the midſt of the 
© froſt by his preſcriptions 
> murs to ſce their myrtle groves deſerted, and the 


In truth, the village mu- 


ſulphureous waters, ſaid to expel lingering dit- 


q orders from the nerves deſpiled ; envying thoſe 
invalids, who have the courage to expoſe their 


head and breaſt to the Cluſian iprings, and retire 
to Gabii, and ſuch cold countries. My courſe 
therefore muſt be altered and my horſe driven be- 
yond his accuſtomed ſtages. Whither are you go- 
ing? will the angry rider ſay, pulling in the lett 
hand rein, I am not for Cumæ or Baiz : but the 
horſe's ear is in the bit) Jou muſt inform me like- 
wiſe which of the two people is ſupported by the 
greateſt abundance of corn; whether they drink 
rain- water collected inre/erverrs,or from perenuial 
wells of ſweet element: (for as to the wine of that 
part I give myleif no trouble to enquire : at my 


by + country feat | can diſpenſe and bear with any 


thing: but when l've arcived at a ſea- port, I inſiſt 
upon that which is generous and mellow, ſuch as 
may drive away my cares, ſuch as may flow into 
my veins and animal ſpirits with a great portion of 
hope, ſuch as may ſupply me with words, ſuch as 
may make me appear young in the ezesof my Luca» 
nian miſtreſs) Which tract of land produces molt 


* Phyſician to Avguſtus who ts faid to be the firſt that 
ever preſcribed the uſe of cold bathing. 
| R r 
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hares, which moſt boars : which ſeas harbour the 
moſt fiſhes and ſca- urchins, that I may be able to 
return home from thence in good caſe, and like a 
luxurious Pheacian. 
When Menius, having manfully made away with: 
his paternal and maternal eſtates, began to be ace 


counted a merry fellow: a vagabond droll, who 


had no certain place of living ; who when dinner- 
leſs, could not diſtinguiſh a fellow citizen from an 
enemy; unmerciſul in forging any ſcandal againſt 
any perſon , the peſt, and hurricane, and gulf of 
the market; whatever he could get, he gave to 
his greedy gut. {his fellow, when he had ex- 
torted little or nothing from the ſavourers of his 
1niquity, or thoſe that dreaded it, would eat up 
whole diſhes of coarſe harſlet and lamb's entrails : 
as much as would have ſufficed three bears : Then 
truly, like reformer * Beſtius, would he ſay, that 
the bellies of extravagant fellows ought to be 
branded with a red hot iron. The ſame man, 
however, when he had reduced to ſmoak and aſhes 
whatever more conſiderable booty he had got; 
Faith, ſaid he, l do not wonder if there are ſuch 
perions, as eat up their eſtates z ſince nothing cer- 
zainly is better than a fat thruſh, nothing fmer than 
a large + ſow's paunch. In fact, I am juſt ſuch 
another myſelf: for, when matters are a little de- 
ficient, I commend the ſnug and homely fare, of 
ſufficient reſolution amidſt mean proviſions : but if 


* Cornchus Reſtius, mentioned as a perſon of great auſte- 

rity by Perſius 
I This was eſteemed a dainty amongſt the Romans. 
any 


MS; 
any thing offer'd BAL be. FY more delicate; I, the 
ſame individual philoſopher cry out, that ye are 
wiſe, and alone live well, whoſe wealth and eſtat 
is conſpicuous from the elegance of their villas. 


r 
To QuUiNnNTIU Ss 


He deſcribes to Quintius the form, ſituation, advan- 
tages his country houſe : then declare that pro- 


bity conſiſts in the conſciouſneſs of god works, li- 
berty in probity. 


A 8 K me not, my beſt Quintius, whether my 
farm maintains its maſter with corn-tields, or 
enriches him with olives, or with fruits, or mea- 
dow land; or the elm-trec cloath'd with vines ; 
the ſhape and ſituation of my ground ſhall be de- 
ſcribed to you at large. 

There a continued range of mountains, ex- 
cept where they are ſcparated by a ſhadowy vale : 
but in ſuch a manner, that the approaching ſun 
views it on the right {ide, and, departing in his 
flying car, warms the ictt. You wou'd commend 
Its temperature. What think you? If my ver 
briars produce in abundance the ruddy cornels 
and damſons? If my oak and huln tree accom- 
modate my cattle with penty of acorns, and: Belg 
maſter with a copious hade? You wou'l tip riot 
* Parentum, brought nearcr to Rome, hond in all 

* A very pleaſant city, frequently celebrate by force, vid. 
Ode xxviii lib. t. Ode vi lib. 2. Ode v lib 3, 

Rr 2 its 
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its verdant beauty. A tountain too deferving to 
zes nume to a tiver, inſomuch that Hebrus does 
net furiound Thrace more cool or more limpid, 
tows falubiicus to the infirm head, ſalubrious to 
ihe bowels. Lheſe sweet, yea (if you'll credit 
nc) theic vclightivul retreats, preſerve me to you 


11 4 Hate of health cvcn in the fickly hours of Sep- 


ene: 

Lo live excceding well, if you take care + to 
ſupport the cheracter you bear. Long ago all 
Roms has procikimed you happy: but I am ap- 
prchentive, leſt you ſhould give more credit con- 
cc: mug yourtelf ro any one than yourſelf; and 
Icit you thould imagine a man may be happy tho) 
uUlticring trom the wite and good; or, becauſe the 
pcouple pronounces you lound and perfectly well, 
leſt you diſſemble the lurking fever at meal time 
until a trembling ſeize your greaſed hands. The 
talle modeſty of fools will conceal ulcers, rather 
than have them cured. It any one ſhould men- 
tion bates which you had fought by land and fea 
and in fuch expreſſions as theſe thould ſooth your 
Unnening ears; ** May Jupiter, who confults the 
6 lalety both of you and the city, long keep it in 


doubt, whether the pcop!e be more ſolicitous for 


you weltape, or you tor the people's;” You 
m.ipht perceive theſe encomiums to belong only to 
Augiuttus ; ; whea you lutfer yourſelt to be term'd 

a philoſopher and one of an accompliſhed life; 
Cay, prythee, would you aniwer to theſe appella- 
tions in your don name? To be ann, like 
to be called a wiſe and good man, as well as you. 
IIc, who gave this character to-day, if he will, 


can 


* þitcrs!ly to be what you ere reperted, 


T 
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can take it away to morrow: as the ſame people, 
if they have conferred the confulſhip on an un- 
worthy perſon, may likewiſe take it away from 
him: refign it; for it is outs, they cry: J do re- 
ſign it accordingly, and chagrin'd withdraw. Thus 
if they ſhou'd call me rogue, deny me to be tem- 
perate, aſſert that I had ſtrangled my own father 
with a halter; ſhall I be ſtung. and change co- 
lour at theſe falſe reproaches? Whom does falte 
honour delight, or lying calumuy terrify, except 
the vicious and ſickly- minded? Who then is good? 
He who obſerves the decrees of the ſenate, who 
obſerves the laws and rules of juſtice ; by whoſe 
arbitration many and important diſputes are de= 
cided; by whole ſurety private property, and 
by whoſe teſtimony cauſes are obtained Let 
perhaps his own family and all the neighbour- 
hood ſce this man, however ſpecious in a fiir 
outſide to be polluted within. If a flave ſhould 
ſay to me, I have not commited a robbery, nor 
ran away: you have your reward; you are not 
gaſled with the laſh, I ſay. I have not killed any 
man :—mighty well you ſhall not therefore tecd 
the carrion crows on the croſs. I am however a 
good man, and blameleſs:— Y our Sabine friend de- 
nies and contradicts the fact For the wary wolt 
dreads the pitfall, and the hawk the ſulpected 
ſnares, and the kite the concealed hook. Ihe 
good, on tbe contrary, hate to tin from their love of 
virtue: you will commit no crime merely for the 
fear of puniſhment. Let there be a proſpect of 
eſcaping, you will confound ſacred and profane 


things together For when from a thouſand buthcls: 


of beans you filch one; the loſs in that caſe to we: 
| is 


* 


18 
is leſs, but not your villainy. Your honeſt man, 
whom every forum,and every court of juſtice looks 
upon with reverence, whenever he makes an atone- 
ment to the Gods with the offering of a (wine er an 
ox: After he has pronounced in a clear diſtin- 
guiſhable voice, O father Janus, O Apollo; he 
then moves his lips, as one afraid of being heard: 
« fair Laverna, put it in my power to deceive 
©* mankind; grant me the appearances of a juſt 
© and upright man: throw a cloud of night over 
© my ſraudulent practices“ In truth, do not 
ſee how a covetous man can be beiter, or how 
more free than a flave, when he ſtoops down for 
the ſake of a farthing, ſtuck in the road for ſport 
For he that will be covetous, will alſo be anxious: 
but he that lives in a ſtate of anxiety, ſhall never 


in my eſtimation be fice. He, who is always in a 
hurry to be wealthy, and immcrſed in the ſtudy of 


augmenting his fortune, has loſt the arms of reaſon 


and deſerted the poſt of virtue. However, do not 


kill your captive, if you can fell him: he will 
ſerve you advantageouſly ; let him, as he is inured 
to drudgery, feed your cattle, and plow ; let him 
go to fea, and winter in the midit of the waves; 
let him be ot uſe to the market, and import corn 
and other proviſions. A good and wile man, like 
Bacchus in the “play, will have courage to ſay: 
© Pcntheus, king of Thebes, what indignities 
« will you compel me to ſuffer and endvre ? I will 
© take away your goods: My cattle, 1 ſuppoſe, 
& my land, my moveables, my money; you may 


* The Bacchis of Euripides, in which Bacchus, tho' kound 
in chains by Pentheus, is introduced accoſting him in this reſo- 
lute manner, 


© take 


rel 


l 
& take them. I'll confine you with hand-cuffs 
& and fetters under a mercileſs goaler. A deity 
« himſelf will diſcharge me, whenever I pleaſe.” 
In my opinion, this is his meaning; I will die. 
Death is the ultimate boundary of human matters. 


r 


To Scx VA. 


That a life of bufneſt is preſerable to a private and 


inactive one: the friendſhip of great men is a 
laudible acquiſition, yet their favours are ever to 
be ſolicited with modeſty and caution, 


HOUGH, Scæva, you have ſufficient pru- 
dence of your own, and well know how to 
demean yourſelf towards your ſuperiors; yet hear 
what are the ſentiments of your old chrony, who 
himſelf ſtill requires more teaching: juſt as if a blind 
man ſhould undertake to ſhew the way: however 
ſee, if even I can advance any thing, which you 
may think worth your while to adopt as your own. 
If indulgent reſt, and ſleep till ſeven o'clock de- 
light you: if duſt, and the rumbling of wheels,if the 
nsiſo of the tavern offend you; I ſhall order you off 
for * Ferentinum. For joys are not the property 
of the rich alone: nor has he lived ill, who at his 


A town in New Latium of little conſequence, and fit for 
retirement, 


birth 


* 
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birth and at his death has“ LIP unnoticed, It, 
you are diſpoſed to be of ſervice to your friends, 
and at the ſame time treat youcſelf with ſomewhat 
more indulgence; you muſt + pay your reſpects 
to the great. If he could dine to his ſatisfaction 
on herbs; Ariſtippus would never frequent the 
tables of the preat. If he who blames me (replies 
Ariſtippus) knew how to live with the great, he 
would ſcorn his vegetables. Tell me, which maxim 
and conduct of the two you approve ; or ſince you 
are my junior, hear the reaſon why Ariſtippus's 
opinion is preferable : for thus, as they report, he 
baffled the ſnarling cynic : I play the buffeon for 
my own-advantage, you to pleaſe the populace. 
This proceeding of mine 1s righter and far more 
honourable : that a horſe may carry, and a great 
man feed me. I do but my duty: you beg for re- 
fuſe, an inferior to the poor giver; tho* you pre- 


tend you are in want of nothing. As for Ariſtip- 
pus, every complexion of life, every ſtation, and 


circumſtance fat gracefully upon him. alpiring in 
general to greater things, yet equal to the preſent; 
on the other hand, I ſhall be much ſurprized, if a 
contrary way of life ſhonld become this cynic, 
whom obſtinacy cloaths with a double rag. 'The 


one will not wait for his purple robe ; but how- 


ſoever dreſſed will go thro' the molt fi equented 
places, and will, without aukwardneſs, ſupport 
either character: the other will ſhun the cloak 


® Fefellit, rbe original, is eminently beautiful, and might 
be render'd----hag eſcaped the obſervation ef mankind, 


+ Literally, in your bungry mood you muſt go te the eſſen- 
ced noblemath 


wrought 


hd . 
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wrought at“ Miletus with greater averſion than _ 
the bite ot dog or viper; he will die with cold, un- 
leſs you reſtore him his ragged garment : reſtore it 
then, and let him live like a fool as he is. To per- 
form great exploits, and ſhew the citizens their 
focs in chains, reaches the throne of Jupiter, and 
aſpires to celeſtial honours To have been ac- 
ceptable to the great, is not the laſt of praiſes. it 
is not every man's lot to gain the port + of Co- 

Tinth, He prudently fat till, who was afraid left he 
ſhou'd not fucceed : be it ſo; what then? Was it 
pot bravely done by him, who carried his point? 
Either here, therefore, or no where, is what we 
are inveſtigating. The one dreads the weight of 
the enterprize, as too burdenſome for a puſillani- 
mous {oul and a weak conſtitution ; the other un- 
dertakes and carries it through. Either virtue is aun 
empty name, or the man who makes the experi- 
ment deſervedly claims the honour and the rc- 
ward. | 

Thoſe, who mention nothing of their poverty 
before their lord, will gain more than the impur- 
tunate. There is a greit difference between mo- 
deſtly accepting a favour, or ſeizing it as it were by 
violence. But this was the principle and ſource of 
every thing | alledged He who tells his lord, my 
ſiſter is without a portion, my mother poor, and 
my eſtate neither ſaleable, nor ſufficient for my 
ſupport ; ciics out in effect, Give me a morſel of 
bread ;z another whines in the ſame key, and let the 
platter be carved out for mc with half a ſhare of 
88s | the 


_ 


— 
— 
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* Famous for the excellency of its weol, 


+ The great difficulty of entering the port of Coriath, gave 
ri ſe to this provero. 
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the bounty. But if the crow could have fed in 
filence, he would have had better fare, and * much 
Tels of quarreling and of envy. 

A companion taken by his lord to Brunduſium, 
or the pleaſant Surrentum, who complains of the 
ruggedneſs of the roads, and the bitter cold, and 
rains, or laments that his cheſt is broke open, and 
his provifions ſtolen; reſembles the well-known 
tricks of an harlot, weeping fo frequently for her 
necklace (or lap-dog), fo frequently for a girdle 
that is forcibly taken from her; that at length' no 
credit is given to her real griefs and loſſes. Nor 
does he who has been once ridiculed in the ſtreers 
care to lift up a vagrant with a pretended broken 


leg; though abundance of tears ſhonld flow from! 


bim; though ſwearing by holy + Oſiris, believe 
me: now I dont't impoſe upon you: O cruel, take 
up the lame. Seek out for a © ſtranger, cries the 
whole hoarſe neighbourhood. 


Minus et Minus has never been underſtood by the critics. 
Tt is properly an Orientaliſm, or a form of expreſſion natua! 
in the caſtern languages, implying an augefis or ſuperlati«« 
degree» In this place it muy either be an argument of a gene- 
ral rationale, through all languages; or, as the eaſtern taſte 
1an the moſt of any inte fable and allegory, that the literal 
tranſlation ef ſome fable inte the Roman language is here al- 
juded to There are many fables extant in Arabic, laying 
claim to a much higher antiquity than is here ſuppoſed. 

+ Oſiris being the great Egyptian god, perbaps it is hence 
te be collected, that gypſies, or Egyptians, were common im“ 

ſtors in Rome; and that the name of that vag ant tribe is 
bence (til! continued in the ſame ſenſe. 

+ One that het had ne expericngs gf your impoſturcs. 
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To LoLLius. 


He treats at large apon the cultivation of the favour 
of great men, then concludes with a few words 
concerning the acquiremen of peace of mind. 


17 I rightly know your temper, moſt ingenuous 

Lollius, you will beware of imitating a flatter- 
er, while you profeſs yourſelf a friend. As a ma- 
tron is unlike and of a different aſpect trom a 
common ſtrumpet, ſo will a true friend ditfer trom 
the toad-cater. There is an oppoſite vice to this, 
rather greater of the two; a clownitlh, inclegant, 
and dilagreeable bluntneis, which would cecom- 
mend itſelt by an unſhaven face and black teeth: 
while it deſires to be termed downright freedom 
and true ſincerity. Virtue is the medium of the 
two vices, and equally remote from eithsr. Thc 
one is too prone to complaiſance, and a jeſter of 
the * loweſt couch, he ſo reverences the rich man's 
nod, ſo repeats his ſpeeches, and catches up his 
talling words; iaſomuch that you would take him 
tor a ichool- boy, ſaying his lefion to a rigid maſter, 
or that a player was acting an under-part : ano- 
ther often wrangles for a + goar's hair even; an 
arms and engages tor any trille: Char 1, wuiy, 


* 'The lower end of the table. 
4 > proverbial <xpreflivn for making muck ade about 2 trifle, 
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py fl ou'd not have the Hit credit; and that I ſhou'd 
not boldly ſpeak aloud what is my real ſenti— 
ent- p fuch terms another life would be of 
© Bo value” But what is the ſubject ot this con- 
troverty? Why whether the gladiator Caſtor or Do- 
Gilis be the cleverer fellow; wether the Minucian 
or the Appian be the better road to Brundilium ? 
Him, whom pernicious venery, whom quick« 
diſpatching dice beggars: whom vanity drefles out 
and perfumes beyoud his abilities, whom inſatiable 
Junger aud thirlt after money, or whom a ſhame 
ave averſion of poverty poſſeſſes; his rich friend. 
turnitl'cd with halt a tcore more vices thin he, hates 
und abhors : or if he does not hate him, governs 
him; and like the pious mother to her ſon, wou'd 
have him more wilc and virtuous than herſelf: and 
tays what is nearly true; my riches (think not to 
1mitate me) admit of extravagancy : your income 
is but mall: a ſcanty gown becomes a prudent de- 
pendant: ceaſe to vie with me. Whomivever Lu- 
wapelus had a mind to puniſh, he preſented with, 
cottly garments. For now, ſaid he) happy in his 
finc cloths, be will aflume new ſchemes and hopes; 
ne will fleep till day-light; prefer a harlot to his 
honeſt calling; will run“ into debt, and at laſt be- 
con ca gladiator, or drive a gardner's horſe for hire. 
o not you at any time pry into his your pa- 
trop':) ſecretsz and keep cloſe what is intrutted 
to you, tho” put to the torture by the force of wine 
or paſſion, Neither commend your own inclina- 
tions, or find fault with theſc ot others: nor, 
ben he is dilpoled to hunt, muſt you make verfes, 
For 

* Litcrally, feed: en ether men's money. 
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For by ſuch means the amity of the twins Zethus 
and Amphion broke off: till the lyre, diſliked by 
the auſtere brother, was ſilent. Amphion is thought 
to have given way to his brother's humours: ſo do 
you rather yield to the genteel dictates of your 
| friend in power: as often as he leads forth his 
dogs into the fields, and his cattle laden with Al- 
tolian nets ; ariſe, and lay aſide the peeviſhneſs of 
your unmannerly muſc, that you may ſup toge- 
ther on the delicious fare, purchaſed by your la- 
bour ; for this is an exerciſe habitual to the manly 
Romans, of ſervice to their tame, and life, and 
limbs: eſpecially when you are in health, and are 
able either to excel the dog in ſwiftneſs, or the 
boar in ſtrength. Add to this, that there is no one 
who handles martial weapons more pracefully ,* 
You well know with what acclamations of the 
ſpectators you ſuſtain the combats in the Campus 
Martius: in fine, as yet a boy, you endured a | 
bloody campaign and the Cantabrian wars, beneath 
a commander, who is now replacing the ſtandards 
recovered from the Parthian temples; and, if any 
thing is wanting, aſſigns to the Roman arms their h 
grandeur, And that you may not withdraw your- 0 | 
{elf from ſuch diverſions; and inexculably be abſent; [ ; 
tho? you are careful to do nothing out of meaſure WA 
and moderation, yet you ſometimes amuſe your- i 


ſelf at your country- ſeat. The mock fleet divides 
the little boats into two /quadreons : the Actian ſca- i 
fight is repreſented by boys under your direction 44 
in a heſijle torm : your brother is the foe; your Jt 
lake, the Adriatic : where you prght till & rapid vic- 
* The victory at AQtium, aceerding to Plutaich and Florus 

was gained very expeditiouſly, 
cory 
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tory crowns the one af ihe other with her bays, 
Your patron * Avguſtus, who will perceive that 
you come into his taſte, will applaud your ſports 
with + both his hands. 

Moreover, that I may adviſe you (if in truth 
you ſtand ia need of an adviſerz) take great cir- 
cumſpection what you ſay of any man, aad to 
whom. Avoid an inquiſitive impertinent : for ſuch 
an one is always a tatler; nor do ſuch apen cars 
retain, with fidelity, what is entruſted to them: 
and a word once ſet abroad flies irrevocably. 

Let no flave within the marble threſbold of 
your honoured friend inflame your heart: left the 
owner of the beloved damſel gratify you with ſa 
trifling a preſent, or mortifying to your wilhes 
thould torment you with a refuſal. 

Look over and over again inte the merits of ſuch 
an one as yon recommend: leſt afterwards the 
taults of others ſtrike you with ſhame. We are 
ſometimes impoled upon, and now and then iatro- 
duce an unworthy perſon, Wherefore, once de- 
ceived, forbear to defend one who ſuffers by his 
own bad conduct; but protect one, whom you in- 
tirely know, and with confidence guard him with 
your patronage, it falſe accuſations attack him: 
who when he is bit with the tooth of f calumny, 


* Auguſtus had inſtitututed games of this nature to comme- 
morate the battle of actium. | 

t Literally, witk both his thumbs ---- At the combats of the 
gladiators, the compreſiion of the thumbs was an indication of 
popularity, as turning them upwards was of diſapprobation, 
even to death. 
— — with the tooth of Theon, who was a Grecian 
poet, remar 
vail'd in his writings. 


do 


able for the ill-natured ſpirit of ſatire that pre- 
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do you not perceive that the fame danger is hang- 
ing over your head ? For it becomes your own 
affair, when the adjeining wall is on fire: and 
flames neglected are wont to get a-head. 

The attending the levee of a friend in power 
ſeems delightful to the unexperienced: the expe- 
rienced dread it. Do you, white your veſſel is in 
the main, ply your bulineſs, leſt a changing pale 
bear you back again. 

The melancholy hate the merry, and the jocoſe 
the melancholy ; the volatile diſlike the ſedate ; 
and the indolent, the ſtirring and vivacious : the 
quaffers of pure Falernian from mid-day, hate 
one who paſſes his turn: notwithſtanding you 
ſwear you are afraid of the fumes of wine by 
night. Diſpel all gloomineſs from your forehead: 
the modeſt man generally carrics the look of a 
ſullen one, and the reſerved of a churl, 

In every thing you muſt read and conſult the 
learned, by what means you may be enabled to 

aſs your life in an agreeable manner: that inſa- 
tiable defire may not agitate and torment you, 
nor the fear and hope of things that are but of 
little account; whether learning acquires virtue, 
or nature beſtows it; what leflens the ſolicitudes 
of life, what may endear you to yourſelf : what 
perfectly renders the temper calm; honour, or 
enticing lucre, or a ſecret paſſage, and the path 
of an unnoticed life. 


Far 
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For my part, as often as the cooling “ rivulet 
Digentia refreſhes me; Digentia, of which Man- 
dela drinks, a village chopt with cold ; what, my 
friend, do you think are my ſentiments, what do 
you imagine I pray for? Why that my fortune may 
remain, as it is now; or even if it be ſomething 
leſs: and that I may live to myſelf, what remains 
of my time, it the gods will that ought do remain : 
that I may have a goed ſtore of books and corn 
provided for the year; that I may not fluctuate in 
ſuſpenſe of each uncertain hour. But tis ſufficient 
to ſue to Jove for theſe externals, which he gives 
and takes away at plcaſurc; let him graut life, 
let him grant wealth; I myſelf will provide an 
equanimity of temper. 


EPISTLE XIX. 
To Mzctnas. 


He foews the folly of ſome perſons, who would imi- 
tate him; and ihe envy of others, who would cen- 
fure him. 


| Y learned friend Mzcenas, if you believe 
old Cratinus, no verſes which are written 
by water-drinkers can pleaſe, or be long-liv'd. 
Ever ſince Bacchus inliſted the brain-ſick poets 
amongſt the ſatyrs and fauns; the ſweet muſes 
have uſually ſmelt of wine in the morning Homer 
by his exceſſive praiſes of wine, is convicted as a 
boozer; father Ennius himſelf never ſalied forth 


+ A little rivvlet in aur poet's Sabine farm, 


to 
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3 
to fing of arms, unleſs he was in drink, „ will 
« condemn the ſober therefore to che bar and the 
« * prxtor's bench, and deprive the abſtemious of 
„ the power ot hoping” 

As ſoon as | gave out this edict, the poets did 
not ceaſe to contend iu _— cups, and to 
fink of 'em by day. What? if any ſavage, by 
a ſtera countenance, and bare tcet, add the tex- 
ture of a ſcanty gown ſhou'd imitate Cato; will 
he too repreſent the virtue and morals of Cato? 
The tongue that imitaced the manner of Timagenes 
was the Gdeſiruction of the Moor, while he atfect- 
ed to be humorous, and attempied to ſcem clo. 
quent. The exampie that is imitable in its favirs 
takes in the ignorant oh if | wis to grow pate 
by accident,thefe poeralle:s wonid drink the blugg- 
thinniog cumin O ye i::itators, a fervile herd; 
how often your buſtling efforts raite my indigaa- 
tion, how often excite ny imrth | 

was the original, who fer my tree footſteps upon 
the vacant ſod, 1 trod not in the ſteps ot others. 
He who depends upon himielt as leader, commands | 
the ſwarm. | firſt ſhew'd to Italy the f Parian ; 
iambics ; following the numbers and fpitir of Ar- 
chilochus. but not hls ſubject aud the acrimony of mrs 14 


* Literally, Libo's tribunal, ſo called from its founder Libe. 
+ Jarbita (ſays the ſcholiaſt) was a Moor, who!e name was 
ca who attempting in vain te imitate, or (as the modern 
phiaſe is) Take eff the droll Timagenes, a rhetorician of Alex- 
andria, burſt with vexation aud deipair. 
tArchilochus, the inventor of iambics, was of the iſland ryatos. 
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fyle“, that ited bis You muſt no? 
however crown me with a more ſparing wteath, 
becauſe I was afraid to alter the meaſure and 
ſtruQure of his verſe : for the manly Sappho go- 
verns her muſe by the meaſures of Archilochus: 
ſo does Alczus : but differing from him in the ma- 
terials and diſpoſition of hts verſes, nor does he ſeek 
for a father-in law whom he may defame with his 
fatal lampoons; nor does he tie a rope for his be- 
trothed ſpouſe in ſcandalous verſe. Him too, never 
cclebrated by any other tongve. I the Roman lyriſt 
firſt made known It is a pleaſure to me, as 1 
bring out new productions, to be peruſed by the 
eyes, and held in the hands of the ingenuous. 
Would you know, why the ungrateful reader 
extols and is fond of my works at home, and yet 
unjuſtly decries them without doors? Why; I hunt 
not after the applauſe of theinconſtant vulgar, at the 
expence of entertainments, and for the bribe of a 
worn out- coat; I am not an auditor of any noble 
writers, nor a vindictive reciter in my turn, nor con- 
deſcend to court the tribes and deſks of the gram- 
marians Hence are theſe tears of reſentment. If 
1 ſay that i am aſhamed to repeat my worthleſs 
writings to crouden theatres, and give an air of 
_ conſequence to ſuch trifles ; **You ridicule us, ſays 


ne of them, and you reſerve thoſe pieces for the 


cars of FJove : you are confident that it is you 
* alone who can diſtill the poetic honey, fo won» 
t drous beautiful are you in your own eyes.” At 
theſe ſneers I am afraid to turn up my noſe ; and 


* Lycambes vas drove to hang himſelf by Archjlochus's ſatire. 
See Eped, vi. + Auguſtus. IR 
C 
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eſt I ſhould be torn by the acute nails of my ad- 
verſary, this place is difagreeable, 1 cry out, and 
demand a prorogation ot the conteſt. For con- 
teſt begets rrembling emulation, and ſtrife; and 
ſtrife brings forth crucl enmitics and tuncreal war. 


FPISTLE XX. 
To BIS Book. 


In vain he endeavcurs to keep in his bock defirous of 
getting abread, tells it what trouble it is to un- 
dergo, and refers to poſterity ſome ether things ts 
be ſaid of him. 


S ſeem, my book, to look wiſhfully at Ja- 

nus and Fes ; to the end that you 

may be ſet out for ſale, neatly poliſhed by the pu- 
mice ſtone of the + Soſii. You hate keys, and 
feals, which are agreeable to a modeft volume: you 
grieve that you are ſhewn but to a few, and extol 
public places; tho' educated in another manner. 
Away wth you, whither you are fo ſolicitous of 
going : there will be no returning for you, when 


ry are once {ent out, Wretch that 1 am, What 


ave I done? What did I want? you will ſay; 
when any one gives you ill treatment, and you 
know that you will be ꝗ ſqueezed nto [mall come 


© The forum, where two ſlatuts were ercfted to theſe deities. 
4 Two very eminent Roman bo kiellers. 
Rolled up cloſe, to lie by; at that time ef day, all books 
were in rolls, the libri quadrati, as we have ther, new, not com- 
ing into uſe til long af terwards. 
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P2's as ſoon as the eager reader is ſatiated. But if 
the Avguy be not prejudiced by reſentment of 
your <crror, you ſhall be car«fled at Rome only till 
your youth be paſſed When thumb'd by the hands 
of the vulgar you ſhall begin to grow dirty; cither 
vou ſhall in ſilence feed the groveling book-worms 
or you ſhall make your eſcape to * Utica, or ſhall 
be ſent bound to + llerda. Your diſregarded ad- 
viſer {hall then laugh at you: as he who in a 
pathon puſhed his refractory aſs over the precipice. 
For who would fave an ais againſt his will? This 
fate too awaits you, that faultering dotage ſhall 
ſcize on you io teach boys their rudiments in the 
ſkirts ot the city. But when the abatingtwarmth 
ot the ſum ſhail attract more ears; you ſhall tell 
them, that I was the ſon of à freedman, and ex- 
_ tended my wings beyond my neſt; ſo that as much 
as you take away from my family, you may add 
wo my merit: that I was in favour with the firſt 
men in the ſtate, both in war and peace; of a 
thort ſtature, grey bctore my time, calculated for 
ſuſtaining of heat, prone to paſſion, but fo as to 
be ſoon appeaſed. If any one ſhould chance to 
cnquire my age; let him know that I had com- 
plated four times < eleven Decembers, in the 
year that Loilius took in Lepidus as his colleague 
in the conſulate. 


A city of Africa + A town in Spain 
t When compauy meet together to converſe in the gentler heat 
of the evening. | & Horacc was born on the 8th of 


Lecember, an. ab urb cond 689, and conſequently his forty- 


THE 


gurta year ended 733. Sanadon. 
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BOOK II. 
EPISTLE I. 


To Ave gruss“. 


He honours him with the higheſt compliments ; then | 


treats copiouſly of Poet. its origin, character, 
and excellence. \ 


Ince you alone ſupport the burden of ſo many | 
of and ſuch weighty concerns, defend Italy with | 
your arms, adorn it by your virtues, reform 
it by your laws; I ſhould offend, O Czlar, againſt 
the ; 


0 This epiſtle is 1 to ha ve been ocea ſioned by a kind 
reproack from Auguſtus, for eur Authors neglect, or baſhfulneis 


a 
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the intereſts of my country, did I treſpaſs upon 


your time with a long diſcourſe. 

Romulus, and father Bacchus, and Caſtor and 
Pollux, after great atchievements, received into 
the temples of the gods ; but while they were im- 
provingtheworldandhumannaturecompoſing fierce 
diſſenſions, ſettling property, building cities; they 
lamented that the eſteem they might have expect- 
ed was not paid in proportion to their merits. He 
who cruſhed the dire hydra, and ſubdued the re- 
nowned monſters by his fore - fated labour, found 
envy was to be tamed by death alone. For he 
burns by his own ſplendor, whoſe ſuperiority is 
oppreſſive to the arts beneath him; after his de- 
ceaſe he ſhall be had in honour On you, while 
preſent amongſt us, we confer mature honours, and 
rear altars where your name is to be ſworn by, 
confeſſing that nothing equal to you has hitherto 
riſen, or will hereafter riſe. But here your peo- 
ple, wiſe and juſt in this one point, fer preferring 
you to our own, you to the Grecian heroes, by no 
means eſtimate other things with like preportion 
and meaſure : and diſdain and deteſt every thing, 
but what they ſee removed from earth and already 


iy acknowledging him in his works; Know, ſays he, I am an- 
++ gry with you. What, are you apprehenſive it will injure your 
reputation with poſterity, that you have been one of my 
friends? This deſervedly ranked among our author's beſ} 
performances; and proves at once the moſt perfect delicacy of 
caſte and manners, a maſeuline ſuperiority of genius, a correct 
judgment, and an extraordinary cempaſs of erudition. The 
length of it ſeems to have been occaſioned by the emperors rail- 
Jery, where he banter'd him with being afraid of making bis 
t Aiſoroportioned to his ſtature, | 

| maſt L 
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paſt; ſuch fayourers are they of antiquity, as to 
aſſert that the Muſes themſelves, upon mount Al- 
banus, diftated the twelve tables, forbidding to 
tranfgreſs, which the Decemviri ratified : the 
leagues of our kings concluded with the Gabii, or 
the rigid Sabines; the records of the Pontibces, 
and the ancient volumes of the Augurs. 

Tf, becauſe the moſt antient writings of the 
Grecks are alſo the beſt, Roman authors are to be 
weighed in the ſame ſcale; there is no need we 
ſhould day much; there's nothing hard in the 
infide of an olive, nothing hard in the outſide 
of a nut. We are arrived at the higheft pitch of 
ſucceſs in arts; we paint, and fing, and wreſtle 
more ſkilfully than the anointed Greeks. If length 
of time makes poems better, as it does wine; I 
would fain know how many years will ſtamp a 
value on writings. A writer who died an hundred 
years ago, is he to be reckoned among the perfect 
and antient, or among the mean and modern au- 
thors? Let ſome fixed period exclude all diſpute. 
He is an old and good writer who completes an 
bundred years What? one that died a month, or 
a year later; among which is he to be ranked? 
Among the old poets, or among thoſe whom both 
the preſent age and poſterity will diſdainfully re- 
Jet ? He may fairly be placed among the antients 
who is youpger either by a ſhort month only, ar 
even by a whole year. I take the advantage of 
this conceſhon, and pull away by little and little, 
as if they were the hairs of a horſe's tail; and I 
take away one, and then again another ſingle one; 
till, like a tumbling heap, my adveriary who hag 
recourſe to annals, and eſtim atęs excellency by the 

| year, 
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year, and admires nothing but what Libitina has 
made ſicred, falls to the ground. 

Ennivs the wiſe, the nervous, and, as our critics 
ſay, a ſecond Homer, ſeems flightly to regard what 
becomes of his promiſes and Pythagorean dreams. 
Nzvius is not in people's hands, but ftill ſticks al- 
moſt freſh in their memory: ſo ſacred is every an- 
tient poem. As oft as a debate ariſes-whether this 
poet, or the other is preferable : Pacuvius bears 
away the character of a learned, Accius of a lofty 
writer; Afranius's gown is ſaid to have fitted 
Menander; Plautus is ſaid to hurry after the pat- 
tern of the Sicilian Epicharmus; Cæcilius to excel 
in gravny, Terence in contrivance. Theſe mighty 
Rome learns by heart, and thete the views croud- 
ed in her too narrow theatre; theſe ſhe eſicems 
and accounts her poets from®Livy the writer's age, 
down to our time. Sometimes the populace lee 
right; they are ſometimes wrong; if they admire 
and extol the antient poets fo as to prefer nothing 
before, to compare nething with them; they err; 
if they think and allow that they expreſs ſome 
things in an obſolete, moſt in a ſtiff, many ia 
a careleſs manner; they both think ſenſibly and 
agree with me, and determine with the aſſent of 
Jove himtelf. Not that I bear an ill will againſt 
Livy's epicks, and would doom them to deſtructi- 
un, which 1 remember the ſevere Orbilius taught 
me when a boy; but that they ſhould ſeem cor- 
rect, beautiful, and very little ſhort of being per- 
fect ; this is what I wonder at: Among which, if 
by chanee a bright expreſſion ſhines forth, and 


* * Livius Andronicus, the oldeſt of the Latin poets, and the 
fift of them who compoſed a play in form, 
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if one line or two happen to be ſomewhat terſe 
and muſical; this unreafonably carries off and ſells 
the whole poem. I am diſgufted that any thing 
ſhould be found fault with, net becaufe it is 4 
lumpiſkh compolition, or inelegant, but becauſe it is 
modern ; and that, not a favourable allowance, 
but henour and rewards are demanded for the old 
writers. Should I ſcruple whether or no Arta's 
drama trod the * faffron and flowers in a proper 
manner; almoſt all the fathers would cry out, that 
modeſty was loſt: ſince I attempted to find fault 
with thoſe pieces which the pathetic Æſopus which 
the ſkilful Roſcius afted: either becauſe they eſteem 
nothing right, bur what has pleaſed them'elves; 
or becauſe-chey think it difgracetu! to ſubmit to 
their juniors, and to confeis now they are ole, 
that what they learnt when young, is deſerving 
only to be deſtroyed. Now he who extols Numa's 
Salian hymn, and would ſcem only to underſtand 
that which, as well as me, he is ignorant of; does 
not by that f. vour and applaud the geniuſes that 
have been long buried, but attacks ours, enviouſly 
hating us moderns and every thing of ours. 
Whereas if noveliy had been deteſted by the 
Greeks, as much as by us; what at this time 
would there have been ancient? or what would 
there have been to be read, aud thuinbed in com- 
mon by every body? 


* Perfumed waters were ſprinkled through the Roman thea- 
tres, aud the ſtage was covered with fi-wers Titus Quintius had 
the ſirname of Atta given him, which {:-nifies a man who walks 
on tip-tee, His ſinguſar geit is heile alludcg to. 
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. When firſt Greece, 45 wars being over, began 
to trifle, and thro' proſperity to glide into folly; 
ſhe glowed with the love one while of. wreſtlers, 
another while of horſes; was fond of artificers in 
marble, or in ivory, or in braſs; hung her looks 
and whole attention upon a picture; was delighted 
now with muſicians, now with tragedians : as if 
an infant girl ſhe ſported under the nurſe, ſoon 
cloyed ſhe abandoned what before ſhe earneſtly de- 
fired. What is there that pleaſes, or is odious, 
which you may not think mutable? This effect had 
happy times of peace and favourable gales of for- 
tune 
At Rome Tt was long pleaſing and cuſtomary to 
he up carly with open doors, to expound the laws 
to clients; to lay out money cautiouſly upon cer- 
rainties; to hear the elders, and to tell the young- 
er by what means their fortunes might increaſe, 
and per nicious luxury be diminiſhed The incon- 
ſtant people have changed their mind, and giuw 
with an univerſal ardour for writing : young men 
and grave fathers ſup crowned with leaves, and 
dictate poetry. I myſelf, who aſlicm that I write 
no verſes, am found mere falſe than the Parthians: 
and, awake before the ſun is riſen, I call for my 
pen, and papers, and deſk. He that is ignorant of 
a ſhip is afraid to work a ſhip: none but who has 
learnt the art, dares adminiſter even ſouthern- 
wood to the fk; phyſicians undertake what be- 
. longs 
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ſongs to phyſicians ; mechanicks handle tools; but 
we, unlearned and learned, promiſcuouliy write 
poems. 

Yet what advantages this error and his ſliabe 


madneſs has, thus compute ; the poet's mind is 


not eaſily covetous : being fond of verſes, he ſtu- 
dies this alone; he laughs at lofles flights of ſlaves, 
fires ; he contrives no fraud againſt his partner, 
or his young ward; he lives on huſks and brown 


bread ; tho? daſtardly and unfit for war, he is uſe- 


ful at home, if you allow this, that great things 
may derive aſſiſtance from ſmall ones. The poet 
faſhions the child's tender and liſping mouth; and 
turns his ear even at this time from obſcene lan- 
guage ; afterwards alſo he forms his heart with 


friendly precepts, the correftor of his rudeneſs, 


and-cnvy, and paſſion ; he truly records events (or 
records virtuous actiens); he inſtructs the riſing age 
with approved examples; comforts the indigent 
and the ſick. Whence ſhould the virgin, ſtranger 
to an huſband, with the chaſte boys, learn the ſo- 
lemn prayer, had not the muſe given a poet ? The 
chorus begs the divine aid, and finds the gods pro- 
pitious; ſweet in learned prayer they implore the 


waters of the heavens; avert diſeaſes, dive off 


impending dangers : obtain both peace, and years 


enriched with fruits. With ſong the gods above 


are appeaſed, with ſong the gods below. 
Our ancient ſwains, ſtout, and happy with a 


little, after their grain was laid up, regaling with a 


feſtival ſeaſon their bodies, and even their minds, 
patient of hardſhips thro? the hope of their ending 


* Allpding to the ſolemn performance of the ſecular ode. 
"WW 2 with 
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with their ſlaves and faithful wife, the partners of 
their labours, attoned with a hog the goddeſs Vellus, 
with milk Silranus, with flowers and wine the 
genius that reminds us of our ſhort life. Invented 
by this cuſtom the Felcennine licentiouſneſs poured 
forth its ruſtic taunts in alternate verſes: and this 
liberty, received down through revolving years, 
{ported plealipgly : till at length the bitter railery 
began to be turned into open rage, and, threaten- 
ing with impunity,to ſtalk through reputable fami- 
lies. Ihey that ſuffered trom its bloody tooth 
ſmarted with the pain: they too that were unhurt 
were concerned for the common condition of all; 
further alſo, a law and penalty was enacted, which 
fot bad that any one ſhould be ſtigmatized in lam- 
Pour. Lhro' fear of the baſtinado, they were re- 
duced to the neceſſity of changing their manner, 
and of praiſing and delighting, 

Captive (zreece took captive her ficrce conque- 
ror, and introduced her arts into rude Latium. 
Thus flowed off the rough Saturnian numbers, and 
delicacy expeiled the rank virulence: but for a long 
time there remained, and at this day remain, ſome 
icaces ot ruiticity. For late the Roman writer ap- 


plied his genius to the Grecian pages; and enjoy- 


ing reſt after the Punic wars, began to ſearch what 
uictul matter Sophocles, and Theſpis, and ZE(- 
chylus afforded ; he tried tov if he could with 
dignity tranſlate their works; and pleaſed himſelf 
ju the event. being by nature of a genius ſublime 


aud troug: for he breathes a ſpirit tragic enough, 


and 
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and dares ſucceſsfully ; but fears a blot, and thinks 
it difgraceful in his writings. 

Comedy is believed to require the leaſt pains, 
becauſe ir fetches its fubje&t from common lite; 
but the leſs indulgence it meets with, ſo much the 
more labour it requires. See in what manner 
Plautus ſupports the character of a lover under 
age, how that of a covetous father, how thoſe of 
a cheating pimp; how Dorſennus exceeds all mea- 
ſure in bis voracious paraſites; with hew looſe 
and careleſs a ſock he runs over the ſtage: for he is 
glad to put the money in his pocket, after this, 
regardleſs whether his play ſtand or fall. 

Him, whom glory in her airy car has brought 
upon the ſtage, the careleſs ſpectator diſpirits, the 
attentive puffs up: ſo light, ſo ſmall a matter it 
is, which overturns or raiſes a mind that is cove- 
tous of praiſe: Adieu the ludicrous buſineſs of dra- 
matic writing, if applauſe denied brings me back 
meagre, beſtowed makes me full offleſh and ſpirits. 
This often too drives away and deters even an 
adventurous poet ; that they who are in number 
more, in worth and rank inferior, unlearned, and 
fooliſh, and, if the equeſtrian order diflents,read 
to fall to blows, in the midſt of the play call tor 
cither a bear or boxers ; for in theſe the mob dee 
light. Nay, even all the pleaſure of our knights 
now is transferred from the ear to the uncertain 
eyes and their yain amuſe ments. The curtains are 


kept 


1 
kept down for four kan or more, while troops 
of horſe, and companies of foot flee o'er the ſtage : 
next is dragged forward the fortune of kings with 
their hands bound behind them ; chariots, litters, 
carriages, ſhips hurry on ; captive ivory, captive 
Corinth is borne along. Democritus, if he were 
on earth, would laugh; whether a panther, con- 


fuſed with the different ſpecies of the camel, or 


whether a white elephant attracted the eyes of the 
crowd. He would view the people more atten- 
tively than the ſports themſelves, as affording him 
more ſtrange ſights than the acter: and for the 
writers, he would think they told their ſtory to a 
deaf aſs. For what voices are able to overbear 
the din which our theatres reſound with? You 
would think the grove of Garganus,or the Tuſcan 
ſea, was roaring; with ſo great noiſe are viewed 
the ſhews, and contrivances, and foreign riches ? 
with which the actor being daub'd o'er, as ſoon 
as he appears upon the ſtage, each right hand en- 
counters with the left. Has he ſaid any thing yet ? 
Nothing at all. What then pleaſes the people fo 
much ? The cloth reſembling the colour of violets 
with the dye of Tarentum. 

And that you may not think I enviouſly praiſe 


thoſe kinds of writing which 1 decline undertaking 


though 


— 
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though others execute them well: that poet to me 
ſeems able to walk upon an *extended rope; who 
with his fictions, gi ieves my ſoul, enrages, ſoothes, 
fills it with falſe terrors, as an inchanter : and 
ſets me now in Thebes, now in Athens 

But of thoſe too who had rather truſt them- 
ſelves with a reader, than bear the diſdain of an 
haughty ſpectator, uſe a little care, if you would 
ſill with books the library you have erected, which 
is an offering worthy of Apollo; and add an in- 
centive to the poets, that with greater cagerneſs 
they may apply to verdant Helicon. 


We poets, tis true, (that I may hew down my 


own vineyards) often do ourſelves a great many 
miſchiets, when we preſent a work to you while 
you are thoughful or fatigued : when we are 
pained if any friend has dared to find fault with 
one line; when, unaſked, we read over again 
paſſages already repeated: when we lament that 
our labours do not appear, and our poems ſpun out 
ina fine thread: when we hope that the thing will 
come to this, thatas ſoon as you are apprized that 
we are penning verſcs, you will kindly of yourſelf 
ſend for us, and ſecure us from want, and oblige 
us to write. But yet 'tis werth the while to 
know, who ſhall be the + prieſts of your virtue 


 ® Gives a deſperate proof of his ſkill. 

+ Xdituous ] Since the time when Auguſtus had received 
divine honours, our poct looked upon his actions as things ſa- 
cred. His virtue is naw become a geddeſs, and hath atemple 
conſecrated to her, and poets are the guardians and prieſts of its 
myſteries. Such is the meaning of zdituous, and this the ſuper- 
Iative ftate of flattery in the golden age of Roman literature 
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ſignalized in war and at home, which is not te he 


truſted to an uaworthy poet A favourite with 
king Alexander the Great was that Charrilus, who 
to his uncouth and ill- formed verſes owed the many 
pieces he received of “ Philip's royal coin. But as 
ink when touched leaves behind it a mark and a 
blot, ſo writers in a manner ſtain ſhining actions 
by foul poetry. That fame king, who prodigaly 
bought ſo dear fo ridiculous a poem, by an edit 
forbad that any one beſides Apelles ſhould paint 
him, or that any other than Lyfippus ſhould mould 
braſs for che likeneſs of the valiant Alexander. 
But ſhould you call that faculty of his, fo delicate 
in diſcerning other arts, to judge of books and of 
theſe gifts of the muſes ; you would ſwear he had 
been born in the groſs air of the Bœotians. But 
neither do Virgil and Varius, your beloved poets, 
diſgrace your judgment of them, and the preſents 
which they have received with great honour to 
the donor; nor do the features of illuſtrious men 
appear more lively expreſſed by ſtatues of braſs, 
than their manners and minds expreſſed by the 
works of a poet. Nor would I rather compoſe 


ſuch tracts as theſe creeping on the ground, than 


record deeds of arms, and the ſituations of coun» 
tries, and rivers,and forts reared upon monntains, 
and barbarous kingdoms, and wars brought to 2 
coaciuion thro' the whole world under your auſpi- 
ces, aud the barriers that confine Janus the guar- 
dian of peace and Rome dreaded by the Parthians, 


* Pieces of gold with Philip's head upan them, thence called 
Philipp: . 
under 
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under your government ; if 1 were alſo able to ds 


as much as I could wiſh. But neither does your 


nfajeſty admit ot groveling poetry; nor dares my 
modeſty attempt a ſubject which my ſtrength is 
unable to ſupport. But officiouſnels fooliſhly difs 
uſts the perſon whom it loves; eſpecially when 
t recommends itſelf by numbers and the art of 
writing. For one learas ſooner, and more willingly 
remembers, that which a man derides, than that 
which he approves and venerates. I value not the 
zeal that gives me uneaſineſs: nor do I wilh to bg 
ſet out any where in wax, with a face formed for 
the worſe, nor to be celebrated in ill- compoſed 
poetry: leſt | bluſh when preſented with the grofs 
gift, and expoſed in an open box, along with my 
author, be conveyed into the ſtrett that (els frank- 
incenſe, and ſpices, and pepper, and whatever is 
wrapped up in impertinent writ:ngs, 
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 EPISTLE- I. 
To JuLivs Frorus. 
tn apolcgiz ing for net having written to him, he 
fhews, That the well ordering of life is of more 


importance than the campeſition of verſes. 


F LOR U 8, thou faithful friend to the good 


and illuſtrious Nero, if by chance any one 


ſhould offer to ſell you a boy born at Tibur or 


Gabii, and ſhould treat with you in this manner: 
This boy who is both good natured, and well- 
* favoured from head to foot, ſhall become and be 
yours for * eight thouſand ſeſterces; a domeſtic 
** flave ready in his attendance at his maſter's nod; 
** Initiated in the Greek language, of a capacity 
** for any art: you may ſhape out any thing with 
* fuch moiſt clay: beſides, he will ſing in an arte 


e leis manner, but yet entertaining o'er a glaſs of 


* wine. Laviſh promiſes leſſen credit, when any 


one cries up extravagantly the wares he has 


te for ſale, which he wants to pui off. No emer- 
*« gency obliges me to diſpoſe of him: tho” poor, I 
% am in nobody's debt. None of the chapmen 
« would do this for you: nor ſhou'd every body 
„ readily receive the ſame favour from me. Once 
indeed he loiter'd on an errand; and (as it gene- 
rally happens) abſconded, being afraid ot tt: 


About fifty pounds. 
6g 
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& Jaſh that hangs in the * ſtair caſe. Give me 


© your money, it this runaway trick, which 1 
© have excepted, does not offend you.” In my 
opinion, the man may take his price, and be ſe-— 
cure tom any legal puniſhment ; you wittingly 
purchaſed a go0d- tor-nothing buy: the condiciongt! 
the contract was told you. Neverti:c|cts you pro- 
ſecure this man, and detain him in an unjuſt ſuit, 

I told you, at your letting out, that | was in- 
dolent ; I told you 1 was in a manner incapable 
of ſuch offices: that you might not chide me in 
angry mood, on account hat no letter from me 
came to hand. What then nave 1 profited, if you 
notwiehſtending arraign the Very conditions that 
make for me? On the ſame ſcore too you com- 
plain, that | am worſe than my word, aud do not 
ſend you the verſes you expected. 

A ſoldier of Lucullus's having run thro'a grcat 
many harſhips, was robbed of his ſtock to a 
penny, as he lay ſnoriog in the night quite fatigued: 
after this, like a ravenous wolf equally exaſperaicd 
at himſelf and the enemy, eager with his hungry 
fangs, he beat off a 10yal guard from a poſt as they 
report, very ſtrongly fortify'd, and well ſupply'd 
with military ſtores. Made famous for this exploir, 
he is crown'd with honourable rewards, ang re- 
ceives twenty thouſand ſeſterces into the bargain, 
It happened about this time, that his officer being 
inclined to batter down a certain fort, began 19 
encourage the ſame ſoldier, with words that might 


* The whip was hung in the ſtair-caſe to be a always before the 
eFcs of the ſla ves, that they might ſee the coulcquence of offending 
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even have given courage to a coward : “ Go, my 
«© brave fellow, whither your valour calls you: 
** po, with proſperous ſtep, in order to receive 
* the ample rewards of your merit. Why do you 
* helitate r=? Upon this he archly, tho' a mere 
ruſtic: He who has loſt his purſe may march to 
whatever attack you pleaſe, lays he, 

It was my lot to be educated at Rome, and to 
be inſtructed from the Iliad bow much the exaſpe- 
rated Achilles prejudiced the cauſe of the Grecks. 
Ingenuous Athens gave me ſome additional learn- 
ing; that is to ſay, to be able to diſtinguiſh a 
right line from a curve, and ſcek after truth in 
the groves of * Academus. But the troubleſome 
times 1Emoved me from the pleaſant ſpot; and 
the tide of à civil war carrried me away, unexpe- 
Tienced as I was, inte arms, into arms not likely 
io be a match for the ſincws of Auguſtus Cæſar. 
From whence, as ſoon as the battle of Philippi diſ- 
mifed me, in an abject condition with my wings 
clipt, aud deſtitute both of houſe and land, daring 

overty urged me on to the compoſition of verſes; 
cs now having more than is wanted, what me- 
dicines would be efficacious enough to cure my 
wadnels, if I did not think it better to reſt, than 
to write verſes ? 

1he advancing years rob us of every thing; 
they have taken away my mirih, my gallantry,my 
1evellings, and play; they now are proceeding to 
torce poctry from me. What would you have 
me do ? 

* A wealthy Athenian, who left to the phileſophers a finc heuſe 


at Athens, adorned with a magnificent gallery, a number of ſla - 
Lug, and books, with a beautiful large park planted with trees, 
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In ſbort all per ſops do not teve and admire the 


ſame things You delight ia the ode; he is 


plexſed with iambicks ; another with fatires writ- 
ten in the manixr of Bion, and viculent wit, 
Three gueſts ſcarcely can be fund to agrze in 
taſte, craving very different difhes with various pa- 
late. What ſhall I give? What ſhall I not give? 
You forbiiwhat another inſiſts on; what you deſire 
that truly is ſour and diſguſtful to the other two. 
Beſides other difficulties,do you think it practica- 
ble for me to write poems at Rome, amidſt ſo many 
ſolicitudes, and fo many fatigues ? One calls me as 
his ſecurity, another to hear his works, all buſineſs 
elſe apart; one lives on the mount of Quirinus; 
the other in the extremity of the Aventine; yet 
both muſt be waited on. The diſtances between 
them you ſee,are charmingly *commodious. © But 
© the ſtreets are clear, ſo that there can be no ob- 
6: ſtacle to the thoughtful.” —A builder in heat 
hurries along with his mules and porters; the ma- 
chine whirls alotr one while a ſtone, at another a 
great piece of timber: the diſmal funerals diſpute 
the way with the unweildy carriages ; here runs 
a mad dog, there ruſhes a ſow begrimed with 
mire.— Go now, and meditate with yourſelf your 


harmonious verſes, All the whole choir of poets 


love the grove, and avoid cities, due votaries to 
Bacchus delighting in repole and ſhade. Would 
you have me, amidſt ſo great noiſe both by night 
and day,atiempt to ling, and trace the difficult ſoot- 


® Ironically---for theſe two meunts were at the northern and 
ſouthern extremes of Rome, 


ſteps 


8 — 5 
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{t-ps of the poets ?— A * who has choſe out 
the quiet Athens for his reſidence, and has devoted 
ſeven years to ſtudy, and has grown old in books 
and ſtudy, frequently walks forth more dumb than 
a ſtatue, and thakes the people's ſides with laugh- 
ter: but here in the mid{ of the billows and tem- 
peſts of the city, can I be thought capable to con- 
vect words likely to wake the ſound of the lyre ? 

At Rome there was a rhetorician, brother to a 
lawyer; ſo fond of each other were they that they 
would hear nothing but the mere praiſes of each 
other: inſomuch that the latter appeared a Grac- 
chus to the former, the former a Mucius to the 
latter. Why ſhould this frenzy affect the obſtrepe- 
rous p2ets in a leſs degree ? I write odes, another 
clegies; a work wonderful to behoid, and bur- 
niſhed by the nine muſes. Obſerve firſt, with what 
a faſtidious air, with what importance we ſurvey 
the temple of Apollo vacant for the Roman poets. 
In the next place you may follow (if you are at 
leiſure) and liften what each produces, and where- 
fore cach weaves for himſelf the laure! crown. 
Like * Samnite gladiators in flow duel, till candle- 
light, we are beaten and waſte out the enem 
with equal blows. I come off Alcæus ia his ſut- 
frage; he in mine, who? Why who, but Calli- 


* The Samnite gladiators uſed to fight with foils for the 
entertainment of theg.gueſts at ſupper time. 


machus? 
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machus ? Or, if he ſeems to make a greater de- 
mand ; he becomes Mimnermus, and grows in 
fame by the choſen appellation. Much do I en- 
dure, in order to pacify this paſſionate race of 
poets, when 1 am writing; avd ſubmiſſive court 
the applauſe of the people ; but having finithed my 
ſtudies and recovered my ſenſes, I the ſame man 
can now boldly ſtop my open ears againſt reciters. 

Thoſe who make bad verſes are laughed at: bur 
they are pleaſed in writing, and reverence them- 
ſelves, and, if you are ſilent, they fall to praifiroy 
of their own accord; bappy, whatever be their 
performance. But hu who deſires to execute a ge- 
nuine poem, will with his papers aſſume the ſpirit 
of an honeſt critic ; whatever words ſhall have 
but little clearneſs and elegance, or {hall be withe 
out weight, and be held unworthy of eſtimation, 
he will dare to diſplace z tho? they may recede with 
reluctance, and ſtill remain in the ſanctuary of 
* Veſta: thoſe that have been long hid from the 
people he kindly will paul forth, and bring to light 
thoſe expreſſive denominations of thinge, that were 
uſed by the Catoes and Cetheguſcs of ancient 
times, tho' now deforme:) duſt and neglected age 
reſts upon them; he'll adopt new words, which 
uſe, the parent of language ſhall produce: forci- 
ble, and perſpicuous, and bearing the utmoſt ſimi- 
litude to a lim pid ſtream, he'll pour out his trea- 
ſures, and enrich Latium with a comprehenſive 
language: the luxtriant he'll lop: the too harſh 
hel poliſh with a fenfible cultivation: thoſe void 


The Penetralia Veſtæ were only to be entered by the high 
prieft; in alluſion to which Hegage kureoropſly makes the poct's 
elo ſet his ſanctum ſanctorum. 
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of expreſſion he'll diſcard : he'll exhibit the ap- 
pearance of one at play; and will be, in his inven- 
tion, on the rack, like a dancer on the ſtage, who 
one while affects the motions of a ſatyr, at ano- 
ther of a clumſy Cyclops. 

I had rather be eſteem'd a fooliſh and dull 
writer, while my follies pleaſe myſelf, or at leaſt 
eſcape my notice, than be wiſe, and ſmart for it. 
There lived at Argos a man of no inconſiderable 
rank, who imagined that he was hearing ſome ad- 
mirable tragedians, a joyful fitter and applauder in 
an empty theatre: who nevertheleſs cou'd ſupport 
the other duties of life in a juſt manner; a truly 
honeſt neighbour, amiable for his hoſpitality kind 
towards his wife, oue who cou'd pardon his ſlives 
for a ſmall fault, nor wou'd rave at the breaking 
of a bottle-feal ; one, who had ſenſe enough to a- 
void a precipice, or an open well. This man being 
cured at the expence, and by the care of his rela- 
tions, when he had voided by the means of pure 
hellebore the diſorder andmelancholy humour, and 
returu'd to himſelf: by heav'ns, my friends, ſaid 
he, you have deitroy'd, not ſav'd me; to rob me 
thus of my pleaſure, and take from me by force 
ſuch a moſt agreeable delufion of mind. 

In a word, it is of the firſt conſequence to be 
wiſe in the rejection of trifles, and leave childith 
play to boys for whom it is in ſeaſon; and not 
to ſcan words to be ſet to muſic for the Rom wh 
harps, but rather to be perfectly an adept in 
numbers and proportions of real life Thus t! ers- 
fore F commune with myſelf, and ponder 1}:cte 
things ia lence: „It no quantity of warce 
«© wou'd put an end to your thirſt, you wou'd 
tell it to your phyſicians. And is there none 


) 


ec to whom you dare confeſs, that the more yoũ 
get, the more you crave ? If you had a wound, 
© which was not relieved by a plant or root pre- 
ce ſcribed to you; you would refuſe being docto d 
„with a root or plant that did no good. You 
c had heard that vicious folly left the man, on 
« whom the gods conferr'd wealth; and tho' you 
are nothing wiſer, ſince you were richer, will 
*© you nevertheleſs uſe the ſame monitors, as be- 
fore? But cou'd riches in fact make you wiſe, 
te if they could make you leſs covetous and mean» 
©« ſpirited : * you well might bluſh, if there lived 
© on earth one more avaritious than yourſelt.” 
If that be any man's property, which he has 
bought by the pound and penny, and there be ſome 
things to which (if you give credit to the lawyers) 
pofſeſſion gives a claim: then the field, that feeds 
you is your own ; and Orvins's ſteward, when he 
harrows the arable Jand,whereot he is ſoon to give 
you the fruits, finds you are in effect the proper 
maſter. You give your money ; upon which you 
receive grapes, pullets, eggs, x hogthead of firong 
wine: certainly in this manner you by little and 
little purchaſe that farm, for which, perhaps, the 
owner paid three hundred thouland ſeſterces, or 
more. What does it ſignify whether you live on 
what was paid for Yother Jay, or a long while ago? 
He who purchaſed the Aricinian and Veientian 
fields ſome time fancc, ſup? on bought vegetables, 
however he thinks otherwiſc;z nay, he boils his 
pot with bought wood at the approach of every 
chill evening. But he calls all that his own; as far 


* If wiſdum and gootine's were the confeguunce of great poſ- 
ſeſſions, covetouſucis wou'd theu be @ virtue. | 
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as where the planted poplor prevents quarrels 


amongſt neighbours by a determinate limitation: 
as if any thing were a man's property, which in a 
moment of the fleeting hour, now by ſolicitations, 
now fale, by violence at another time, and now 
by the ſupreme lotof all men, may change maſters 
and come into another's juriſdiction. Thus fince 
the perpetual poſſcſſion is given to none, and one 
man's heir urges on another's, as wave impels 
wave; of what importance are houſes or grana- 
ries ? Or what the Lucanian paſtures joined to the 
Calabrian ; if death, inexorable to a bribe, mows 
down the grand together with the ſmall. 

Gems, marble, ivory, Tuſcan ſtatues, pictures, 
ſilver plate, robes dyed with Getulian purple, there 
are who cannot acquire; and there are others, 
who are not ſolicitous of having. Of two bra- 
thers, why one prefers lounging, play, and per- 
fume, even to“ Herod's rich palm- tree groves ; 
why the other rich and uneaſy, from the rifing of 
the light to the evening ſhade ſubdues his wood- 
land with fire and ſteel : our attendant genius beſt 
knows, who governs the planet of our nativity, 
the divinity that preſides over human nature, who 
dies with each individual, of various complexion, 
white and black. 


* Tudea was famous for its woods of palms, from whence 
Hexod derived a va! reren 
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Fil frecly ule, ave take out {1001 my moderate 
finck, as much a; my exipgence ddmands: nor Will 
be under ary ayprehentions t what opinion my 
heir hall be concerning me, when he mall find 1 
have left him no more than 1 had given we. And 
yet 1, the fame man, hall be inclined to k Ou, how 
tar an open and cheertul perion differs from a de- 
vachee, and how greatly the œconetni differs 
irom the miler. For there is 4 great diltinction. 
whether you throw away yuur munecy In a prodip al 
manner, or make an entertainment without grud-— 
ging nor toil to accumulate more; or father, as 
tormeily in * Minerva's holidays, when a ichoule 
boy, you enjoy by ilarts the Lort and plcalent vas 
cation 

Let ſordid poverty be far, very far away. I. 
whether carried in a large or a {mall veticl; let me 
be borne uniform and the fanie. I am not indeed 
wafted with ſwelling fail before the nu:th wind 
blowing fair: however | do not bear my courſe of 
lite againſt the adverle ſouth In force, genius, 
fgure, virtue, ſtation, eſtate, the laſt of the firſt- 
rate, yet ſti] before thoſe of the laſt. 

You are not covetous, you ſay: Go to — What 
then ? Have the reſt of your vices fied from you 
together with this ? Is your breatt tiee from vain 
ambition? Is it void of the fear of veath, and free 
from anger? Can you laugh at dreams, magic terrors, 
wonders, wiches notturnal goblins, and Uhefla- 
lian prodigies ? Do you number your birth-daye 
with a grateful mind? Ale you torgiving to your 

* This ſeſlival was c:lebratcd from the tyth to the 23d of 


March. 
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friends? Do you „ and better as old 
age approaches? What profits you only one thorn 
eradicated out of many? If you do not know how 
to live in a right manner, make way for thoſe that 
do. You have played enough, eat and drank 
cnouph : tis time for you to walk off: leſt, having 
drank too plentifully, that age, which plays the 
wanton with more propriety, ſhould ridicyle and 
bgat you off the (tage. 


HOQRACE's 


HORACE's BO OR 


UPON THE 


ANT H POETRY. 


To the PISO ES. 


F a painter ſhould form a deſign of uniting 2 
1 horſe's neck to a human head, and ſpread 
a variety of plumage over limbs of different 
animals taken from every part of nature, fo that 


Mr Hurd, in his commentary, endeavours te point out a me- 
thed that is actually obſerved. The ſubj<4 of this piete be ag 
* as | ſnppeſe, one, viz, the ſtate of the Roman drama, and 
* common ſenfe requiring, even in freeſt forms of compoſition, 
** ſome kind of method, the intelligent reader will net be ſur- 


*. prized to find the poet proſecuting his ſubject in a regular well 


ordered plan.“ 
+ Piſo the father, and his two ſens, ſome of ti: moſt illuſtri- 


ous perſonages in Rome, eminent for 1-crning themſelves, and 
zxeat enc ouragers of it in others. 
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what is a beautiful 4 —5 in *. upper parts, ter- 
minate unſightly in an ugly fiſh below ; cou'd you 
my friends, refrain from laughter, were you ad- 
mitted to fuch a ſight? Believe, ye Piſoes, the book 
will be perfectly like ſuch a picture, the ideas of 
which, in the manner of a ſick man's dreams, are 
all yain and tiftitious : ſo that neither head nor foot 
gan be reduced to any uniformity. But poets and 
painters ,you'll ſay) have ever had an equal au- 
thority of attempting any thing. We are conſcious 
of this; and this privilege we demand and allow 
reciprocally ; but not to ſuch a degree that the 
ame ſhould aſſoclate with the ſavage; nor that 
icrpents ſhould be coupled with birds, lambs with 
tygers. 

la pompous introductions, and ſuch as promiſe 
a great deal, it gencrally happens that one or two 
verſes of purple patchwork, that may make a great 
ſhew, are tagg'd to the work; as when the grove. 
and the altar of Diana, and the meandring of a 
current haſtening through pleaſant fields, or the 
river Rhine, or the rainbow is deſcribed. But 
here there was no room tor theſe fine things: per- 
haps too you know how to draw a cypreſs; but, 
what is that to the purpole, it he who 1s to be 
painted for the given price is to be repreſcntcd as 
ſwimming hopeleſs out of a ſhipwreck ? * A large 
ciſtern at firtt was deſign'd: why, as the wheel 
revolves, turns out a little pitcher? In a word, 
be your ſubject what it will, let it be merely ſim- 
ple and unitorm. 


+ A metaphor taken from the abſurd conduct of a bad pot- 
ter, who aims at making a magnificent vaſe, but is only able to 
nnch a little paltry pitcher. 

A great 
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A great majority of us poets, father, and youths 
worthy ſuch a father, are miſled by the appearance 
of right. I labour to be conciſe, and fo I become 
ebſcure : nerves and ſpirit are apt to fail him that 
aims at the eaſy ; one that pretends to be {ublime, 
proves bombaſtical : he that is too cautious and 
fearful of the ſtorm, crawls along the ground: h- 
who wants to vary his ſubje& in a marvellous 
manner, paints the dolphin for the woods, the bos: 
in the ſea. The avoiding of an error leads to + 
fault, if ſkill be wanting. 

A ſtatuary about the ZEmilian ſchool; of hin. 
felf ſhall both expreſs the nails, and thall imitate 
in braſs the flcxible hair: unhappy yet in th. 
main, becauſe he knows not how to finiſh a com- 
plete piece. I would no more chuſe to be fuch a 
hand as this, had I a mind to compoſc any thing, 
than to live with a hideous noſe, tho* remarkable 
for the fineſt black eyes and jetty hair. 

Ye who write, make choice of a ſuhject ſuitable 
to your abilities; and revolve in your thoughts a 
conſiderable time, what your {trengih declines, and 
what it is able to ſupport. Neither elegance of 
ſtyle, nor aperſpicuous diſpoſition ſhull deſert the 
man, by whom the ſubject matter is choſen judi- 
ciouſly. 


This, 


; Go ) 

This, or I am aus. will conſtitute the merit 
and beauty of a juſt diſpoſition, that the author 
of the projected poem Juſt now ſay what ought 
juſt now to be ſaid, have the addreſs to put off 
moſt of his thoughts, and wave them for the pre- 
ſent; to embrace one, and reject another. 

In the choice of his words too he muſt be deli- 
cate and cautious ; you will expreſs yourlelf emi- 
nently well, if a dextrous compoſition (or combina- 
tion) ſhould give an air of novelty to a common 
word. If it happen to be neceſfary to explain ſome 
abſtruſe ſubjects by new-invented terms; it will 
foilow that you muſt frame words never heard of 
by the old-faſhion'd * Certhegi : and ſuch a licence 
will be granted, if modeſtly uſed: and new and 
lately formed words will have more authority; if 
they deſcend trem a Greek ſource, with a ſlight dc» 
viation. But why ſhould the Romans grant to 
Plautus and Cæcilius a privilege denied to Virgil 
and Varius ? Why ſhould I be envied, if I have it 
in my power to acquire a few words; when the 
language of Cato and Ennius have enriched cur na- 
tive tongue, and produced new appeflatives? It has 


* Cethegus; a name of ſeveral old Romans, one of ud ish 
vas ſo famous an orater, that he was ſtiled by Ennins, ſuadæ 
medulla, the quiateſſence of perſuation. There is a finguiar 
beauty and propriety in uſing the old word cinCtutis tis lage. 


been, 
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been, and ever will hs to coin 4 word 
mark'd with the ſtamp in preſent requeſt. As 
leaves in the woods are changed with the fleeting 
years; the carlieft fall off firſt; in this mannce 
words periſh with old age, and thoſe lately in- 
vented flouriſh and thrive, like men in the days of 
their youth. We, and a!! our works are doom'd 
to death: whether Neptune admitted into the 
continent defends our ficets from the north winds 
a work of royal magnificence: or the lake for a 
long time unfertile and fit for cars, now maintains 
its neighbouring cities, and ces ie heavy plough: 
or the river taught ro run 11 more convenient 
channel, has chang'd its courſe, which was fo de- 
ſtructive to the fruits Ihe works ef mortal men 
muſt periſh; much leis can the honour and eee 
gance of language be long lived. Many worts {ha'l 
revive, which now have fallen oft; and many 
which are now in eſtcem ſhall fall off, if it be will 
of cuſtom; ia whoſe power is the deciſion, the 
right, and ftandaid of language. 

Homer has inſtructed us in what meaſure the 
atchievements of kings, and chiefs, and diretul war 
might be written with propt icty. 


* The Julian port began by Julius, but finiſhed by Auguſtus, 
whe cut off that neck of land whic! divided the lake Locrinus 
and the lake Avcrnus from the !ca, 
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Plaintive ſtrains originally were appropriated to 
the unequal numbers of the elegiac; after war ds 
love and ſucceſsful deſires wer included. Yet what 
author firſt publiſhed humble elegy, the critics 
diſpute, and the controverly ſtill waits the deter- 
mination of the judge. 

Rage armed Arcnilockus with the jambic of his 
own *invention. The fock and the majeſtic buſkin 
aſſumed this meaſure as adapted for dialogue, and 
to ſilence the noiſe of the populace, and beſt cal- 
culated for the action of the (tage. 

To celebrate gods, and the ſons of gods, and 
the victorious wreſtler, and the feed foremoſt in 
the race,and the inclination of youths,and the free 
Joys of wine, the muſe has allotted to the lyre. 

It I am incapable and unſkilful to obſerve the 
diſtinctions here deſcribed, and the different com- 
plexions of works of genius, why am 1 accoſted by 
the name of poet? Why, out of falſe modeſty,do! 
preſer being ignorant to learning and taſle ? 

A comic ſubject will not be handled in tragic 
verſe : in like manner the banquet of Thyeſtes will 
not bear to be TOLD in familiar verſes, and fuck 
as almoſt ſuit with the ſock. Let each peculiar 
ſpecies of writing fill with decorum its proper 
place. Nevertheleſs ſometimes even comedy cxalts 
her voice, and Chremes in a paſſion rails in a tu- 
mid ſtrain ; and a tragic writer generally expreſſcs 


Or the iambic mcaſure moſt ſvitable for rage: fur me- 
times it is named after Aleman, the oldeſt of the Greet 11: is 
writers, vid. Serr de gent. metris. By lcading with a ſhort fuc: 
it is ſuited te the impetuofſiy of anger; and at the ſame time 
(with the trochaic) approaching the ncarcſt co proſe, is ths lit» 
th fof recital. 


grief 
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grief in a proſaic ſiile. Teiephus, and Pelcue ; 
when they are both in poverty and exile, thi ow 
alide their rants and gigantic expreiions, if ticy 
have a mind to move the heart of the ſpedtator 
with their complaint, 

It is not enough thet poems be beautiful; let 
them be tender and affectiog, and bear away the 
ſoul of the auditor whereſoever they pleate, As 
the human countenance files on thoſe that ſmile, 
ſo docs it ſympathiſe with thoſe that weep. If you 
wou'd bave me weep, you mult firſt expreſs the 
paſſion of grief yourſelf, then, I clephus, or Pe— 
leus, your miſfortunes really hurt me: but if you 
pronounce the parts aſſigu'd you in, I all either 
fall aſleep or laugh 

Pathetic accents ſuit a melancholy countenance; 
words full of menaces require an angry aſpect ; 
wanton expreſſions, a ſportive look; and ſerious 
matter, an auſtere one. For nature forms us firſt 
within toevery modification of iortune; ſhe prompts 
or impels us to anger; or depreſſes us to the carth, 
and afflicts us with inſupportable ſorrow : then 
expreſſes thoſe emotions of the mind by the tongue 
its interpreter. If the words be diſcordant to the 
ſtation ot the ſpeaker, the Roman * knights and 
plebeians will raiſe an immoderate laugh. For it 
will make a wide difference, whether it be zavns 
that ſpeaks or an hero: a man weil {tricken in 
years, or a hot young fellow in his bloom: and a 
matron of diſtinction, or an cicious nurſe; a 

roaming merchant, or the cultivator of a verdant 
incloſure; a Colchian, or an Aﬀyrian : ou edu- 
cated at Thebes, or one at Argos. 
'* Viz, Perſons of all ranks. 
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You that write, either follow tradition, or in- 
vent ſuch fables as are congruous to themſelves. 
If you have to repretent the renowned Achilles 
let him be indefatipable, wrathful, inexorable, cou» 
rageous, let him deny that Jaws were made for 
ia, let him arrogate every thing to force of arms. 
Let Medea be fieicc and untractable, Ino an ob- 
jet of pity, Ixion perfidious, lo waudering, O- 
reſtes iu circumſtances of diſtreſs. 

If you offer to the ſtage any thing unattempted, 
and venture to form a new character; et it be 


| preſerved at the laſt fuch as it far out at the be- 


ginning, and be conſiſtent with itſelf. It is difficult 
to write with propriety on ſubjects to which all 
writers have a * common claim; and you with 
more prudence will reduce the Iliad into five acts, 
than bc the firſt to introduce arguments unknown 
and ncvei treated on before. A public ſtory will 
become your own property, if you do not dwell 
vpon the whole circle of events, which is paltry, 
and open to every one: nor mult you be ſo faith- 
fal a rranſlator as to take the pains of renderin 
your author word for word; nor by cloſely imi- 
tating throw yourſelf into ſuch ſt:cights, from 
whence cither ſhame, and the rules of your work, 
may forbid you to retreat. 

Nor muſt vou make ſuch an exordium as the iti- 
verant + {cribbler of old: “ will fing the fate 


gubjects nnhand'ed by apy body, and therefore common fer all. 
Cyelieus, from circulator, circumforancus, a vagabond 
beid that ſung verſes of his own compoſition in the ſtreets, 
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«of Priun and the noble war.“ What will this 
boalſtcr pi64/nce worthy of all this gaping ? The 
mountz'vs ue in labour: and a ridiculous moule 
ſhall be brought forth. How much more to the 
purpoſe he, who ſets about nothing improperly ? 
«Sing for me, my mule, the man, who, after the 
© time of the deſtruction of Lroy, ſurveyed the 
„manners of many men, and ſtates.” He medi- 
tates not to produce ſmoak from a flaſh, but out 
of imoke to elicit fire, that from thence he may 
bring forth his inſtances of the marvellous with 
ftriking beaury, ſuch as Antiphates, Scyla, Cyclops, 
and Charybdis. Nor does he, * like a certain poet, 
date Diomede's return from Meleager's death, nor 
trace the riſe of the Trojan war from Leda's eggs: 
he always haſtens to the event: and hurries away 
his reader into the midſt of intereſting circumſtan- 
ces, no otherwiſe than if they were already known: 
and what he deſpairs of as to receiving any poliſh 
from his touch he omits: and in fuch a manner 
forms his fiétions, ſo intermingles the falſe and 
true, that the middle is not inconſiſtent with the 
beginning, por the end with the middle 

Pleaſe to attend to what I, and the public in my 
opinion, expect from you as a dramatic writer. It 
you are delirous of an applauding ſpectator, who 
will wait for the falling of the curtain, and till the 
chorus calls out, “ your plaudit;” the manners 
of every age mult be ſtrongly marked by you, and 
a proper decorum affigned to mens varying diſpo- 


* Some abſurd poet, a cotemperary with Horace, Bet certain- 
ly known, t Tin chorus ſays, Vos valet et plaudite ; 


ye auditors farewell, and applaud, Ihe contiſe and conſtant 
epilogue to the Roman comedies, 


ſitions, 
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fitions, and years. The boy, who is juſt able to 
pronounce his words, and prints the ground with 
a firm tread ; delights to play with his fellows, 
and contracts and lays aſide anger without reaſon 
and is ſubject to change every hour. The beardleſs 
routh, his guardian being at length diſcharged, joys 
in horſes, and dops, and the verdure of the ſunny 
Campus Martius ; pliable as wax to be inclined to 
vice, rough to adviſers, a flow provider of things 
really uſeful, prodigal of his money, high-ſpirited 
and amorous, and haſty in deſerting the objects of 
his peſhon. After this, our inclinations being 
changed, the age and ſpirit of manhood ſeeks aſter 
wealth, and friendly connections, is ſubſervient to 
points of honour ;z and is cautious of committing 
any action he would afterwards be induſtrious to 
correct. Many inconreniencies encompaſs a man 
in years; either becauſe he ſeeks eagerly after 
gain, and abſtains from what he has got, and is 
afraid to make uſe of it; or becauſe he tranſacts 
every thing in a timorous and faint manner, dila- 
rory, flow in hope, remiſs, and fearful of futurity; 
peeviſh, querulous, a panegyrilt of former times 
when he was a boy, a chaſtiſer and cenſurer of 
his juniors. Our“ advancing years bring many 
advantages along with them, many our declining 
ones take away. That the parts therefore belonging 
to age may not be given to a youth, and thoſe of a 
man to a boy; we muſt dwell particularly on thoſe 
gzualities, which are joined and adapted to each 
rer ſon's age. 

From childhood to the meridian of manhood, or prime of 
life, out years may be ſaid te advance, and after that to recede or 


Or cline. 
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An action is either repreſcnted on the ſtage, or 
being done elicwhere, is there related. The things 
that enter by the ear aflect the mind more languidly 
than ſuch as are ſubmitted to the faithful eyes, and 
what a ſpectator preſents to himſelf. You mult 
not, however, bring upon she ttage ſuch things 
which are fit only to be acted behind the ſcenes: 
and you muſt take away from public view many 
Actions, which elegant deſcription may ſoon after 
deliver in preſence of the ſpectators. Let not Medea 
murder her ſons before the people; or the execra- 
ble A treus openly dreſs a banquet of human viſcera; 
nor let Progue be metamorphoſed into a bird, or 
Cadmus into a {crpent. Whatever you ſhow to me 
in this manner, not able to give ccedit to, I dete{}. 

Let a play that wou'd be enquired after, and, 
though ſeen, wou'd be preſented anew, neither be 
ſhorter nor longer than the fifth act Nor let a 
god interfere, unleſs a difficulty worthy a god's 
unravelling ſhould happen; nor let a — perſon 
be officious to ſpeak. 

Let the chorus defend and fupport the part, and 
manly character of an actor: nor let theu ſing any 
thing between the acts which is not conducive to, 
and fitly coherent with the main defign. Let them 
both patroniſe the good, and give them friendly 
advice, and regulate the paſſionate, and be fond 
to appeaſe the proud : let them praiſe the tempe- 
rate repaſt of 2 hort meal, ſer forth the ſalutary 
effects of juſtice, laws, and peace with her open 
gates: let them conceal what is told to chem in 


confidence, and {upplicate and implore the gods, 


that proſperity may return to the wretched, and 
abandon the havghty, Ihe flute originally, not as 
now 
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now, begirt with braſs, and emulous of the trnum- 
pet; but ſlender and of fimple form, with few 
ſtops, was of ſervice to accompany and afliſt the 
chorus, and with its tone was ſufficient to fill the 
rows, that were not as yet too crowded ; whither 
an audience eaſily number'd as being (mall, and 


ſober, chaſte, and modeſt met together But 


when the victorious Romans began to extend their 
territories, and an ampler wall encompoſſæd the 
city, and their geniuſes were indulged on feſtivals 
by drinking of wine in the day-time without cen- 
{ure z a greater freedom acceded both to the nu:n- 
bers of poetry and the meaſures of muũc. For 
what taſte could an ualetter'd clown, and one juſt 
diſmiſſed from the plough have, when in compauy 
with the polite. the baſe with the man of honour? 
Thus the muſician added new movements and 4 
lvxuriance to the ſimplicity of the ancient art and 
*\trutting backwards and forwards Crew a length 
of train over the ſtage: thus likewiſe new notes 
were added to the ſeverity of the lyre, and pieci- 
pitate eloquence produced an unuſual language in 
the theatre: and the good ſenſe of the chorus, then 
expert in teaching uſeful things, and preſcious of 
futurity, differ'd hardly from the oracular Delphi. 

The poet who Arit tried his {kill in + tragic 
verſe for the paltry prize of a goat, ſoon atter cx- 


* Strutting, &c. alluding to their hi ng Ges in fing the 
ſtrophe, antiſtrophe, &c. 
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poſed to view wild ſatyres naked, and attempted 
raillery with ſeverity, fill preſerving the gravity of 
tragedy: on account that the ſpectator, on feſtivals, 
when riotous and heated with wine, was to be 
amuſed with captivating ſhows and agrecabte no- 
velty. But it will be expedient ſo to recommen 
the bantering, the rallying ſatires, in ſuth a man- 
ner to turn earneſt iuto jeſt; that none who ſhall 
be exhibited as a god, none who is introduced as 
an hero lately conſpicuous in regal purple and gold 
may deviaic iuto the low ſtyle of oblciie, mecha- 
wical hops: or, on the ceverſe, while he avoids the 
ground, affect cloudy miſts, and empty jargon. 
Sublime tragedy di{.aining to prate in trivial ver ſes 
like a grave matron *commanded to dance on the 
grand feſtival, will aſſume an air of modeſty, even 
in the midſt of perulant (or wanton) latyres. As 
a writer of ſatire, yc Piſoes, I thall never be fond 
of unornamented words, and ſuch terms as teigu 
- among the vulga-: nor ſhall | labour to differ 
lo widely from the co:aplexion of tragedy, as to 
make no diſtinction, whether+Davus be the {ſpeaker 
and the bold Pythias who gain'd a talent by gulling 
of Simo; or the grave Silenus, the guardian and at- 
tendant of the pupil god Bacchus, 1 wou'd fo exe. 
cute a fiction taken from a well-known ſtory, that 
any body might entertain hopes of doing the awe 
thing; but, on the experiment, ſhou'd fweat and 
labour in vain. Such power has a juſt arrange 
ment and connection ot the parts; fesch grace may 
be added to ſubjects merely common. lo my judg- 
ment the fawns, that are brought out of the woods; 


* Davus, Pythias, Simo, comic characters in Lucili-s, Mei- 
an der, and Terchece. ; 
Ban theu'd 
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tbou'd not be too gameſome with their tender 
trains as if they were educated in the city, and 
almoſt at the bar, or on the other hand, thould 
blunder out their obſcene and ſcandalous ſpeeches. 
For at ſuch ſtufF all are offended, who have an 
Horſe, a father, or an eſtate: nor will they re- 
ceive with approbation, or give the laurel crown 
to fuck nonſenſe, as the purchaſers ot parch'd 
peaſe and nuts are delighted with. | 
A long ſyllable put after a ſhort one, is ter mec 
an iambic, a briſk, lively meaſure : whence alſo it 
commanded the name of Fitrimetres to be added to 
jambics, tho? it yielded fix beats of time, being 
thmilar to itſelf from firſt ro laſt. Not long ago, 
that it might come ſomewhat flower, and with 
mere majeſty to the ear, it obligingly and con- 
tentedly admitted into its paternal heritage the ſted- 
faſt ſpondees : agreeing however by ſocial league, 
that it was not to depart from the ſecond and 
fourth place. But this kind of meaſure rarely makes 
its appearance in the { notable trimetres of Accius, 
and of Ennius. Such verſe as theirs brought upon 
the ſtage with a clumſy weight of ſpondees, either 
loads the pvet with the imputation of being too 
cipitate and carelefs, or diſgracefally accules 
im of ignorance in his art. FED 
*Tis not every judge that diſcerns inharmonious 
verſes, and an undeſerved lndulgence is in this caſe 
granted to the Roman poets. But ſhall I on this 
account make excurfions, and write licentiouſly ? 


* Conliſtipg of three meaſures. 

+ Containipg all pure jambics. : 

Ironjoally ſueering at the hobbling yumbers ef theſe old poets, 
| Or 
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Or fhould not I rather Mopo, that all-the wortd 
are to ſee my faults; ſecure, and cautious never to 
err but within reaſonable hopes of being pardon- 
ed ? Thus, tho' perhaps I have merited no praiſe, 
at leaſt I have eſcaped cenſure. 

Ye, * who are defirous to excel, turn over the 
Grecian models by night and by day. But our an- 
ceſtors commended both the numbers of Plautus, 
and his ſtrokes of pleaſantry; too tamely, I will 
not ſay fooliſhly admiring each of them; if you and 
I but know how to diſtinguiſh a coarſe joke trom 
a ſmart repartee, and underſtand the proper ca- 
dence by uſing our fingers + and cars. 

Theſpis is ſaid to have invented a new kind of 
tragedy, and to have carried his pieces about in 
carts, which certain firollers} who had their faces 
beſmear'd with lees of wine, ſang and acted. Aftar 
him Aſchylus, the inventor of the vizard maſk, 
and decent robe, laid the ſtage over with boards 
of a tolerable fize, and taught to ſpeak in a grand 
theatrical tone, and ſtrut in the buſkin. To theſe 
ſucceeded the old comedy, not without conſide- 
_ Table praiſe; but the perſonal freedom it took dege- 
nerated into excels and violence, worthy to be re- 
gulated by law: a law was made accordingly, and 
the chorus, the right it clain''d of abuſing men's 
characters being taken away, diſgrace! ully became 
ſilent. | 


* This perhaps is particulazly add reis“ d to the Piſces 
They mads uſe of their fingors both to mraſure the quantity 
of the verſe and beat time to the muſic, | 
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Our poets have left no ſpecies of the art un» 
pricmpted i nor have thole of them merited the 
I-att honour, who dared to forſake the footteps of 
the Greeks, and celebrate domeſtic facts; whether 
they hade infirufted us in tragedy or comedy. 
Nur would Italy be raiſed higher by valour and 
feats of arms, than by its language, did not the 
fatigue and tediouſneſs of uſing the * file diſguſt 
every one of our poets. Do you, the deſcendants 
of Pomp ius, re that poem, which many days 
nd many a blot hays not tep times ſubducd to the 
moit perfeft accuracy, Becauſe  Demociitus be- 
lieves that genius is more ſucceſsful than wretched 
art and excludes from Helicon all poets who are 
in their ſenſcs; a great number of us do not care 
to part with thcir nails nor beard : frequent places 
of ſolitude, and ſhun the baths, For he will ac» 
uire, he thinks, the eſteem and title of a poet, if 
he ncvex ſubmits his head, which is not to he cured 
by even three + Anticyras, tofLicinius the barber. 
What an unlucky fellow am l, who am purged for 
the ſpleen in ſpring time! Elfe nobody wau'd com- 
po:e better poems: but the purchaſe is not worth 
the expente. Theretore | will ſerve inſtead of a 
wlietſtone, which tho' not capable of itſelf to cut, 


* CorreQing, poliſhing finiſhing. 

Ag iſlavd in the Archipelago, famous fer its production of 
a vaſt quantity of hel/eborc. Vid lib 11 fat. 3. v. 83 

ti A harber ang freed man of Auguſtus, who made him a 
ſenstor lor no other merit, it mould ſeem than his deteſtation of 
Pompey. ? 


yet 


yet cap make ftcel arp; o I, who can write no 
poctiy myſelf, will teach the duty and buſineſs of 
an author; whence he may be ſtocked with rich 
materials; what improves and forms the poet ; 
what gives a grace, what not; what is the ten- 
dency of excellence, and what that of error. 

To have good ſenſe is the firſt principle and 
fountain of writing well. The Socratic papers 
will direct you in the choice of your ſubjects; and 
words ſpontaneouſly will accompany the ſubject, 
when it is well conceived. He, who has learned, 
what he owes to his country, and what to his 
friends; with what affection a parent, a brother, 
and a ſtranger are to be loved; what is the duty 
of a ſenator, what of a judge; what the duties of 
a general ſent out to war; he, I lay, certainly 
knows bew co give ſuitable attributes to every 
character. 1ſhould direct the learned imitator to 


have a regard to the mode of nature and manners 


and from thence draw his expreſſions to the life. 
Sometimes a play, that is ſhewy with common 
places, and where the manners are well maiked, 
tho' of no elegance, without farce or art, gives 
the people much higher delight, and more effec- 
tually commands their atten uon, than verſe void 
of matter and tuneful trifles. 

Io the Greeks, covetous of nothing but praiſe, 
the muſe gave genius; to the Greeks the power of 
expreſſing themſelves in round fluent periods. The 
Roman youth learn by long computations io ſub- 
divide a pound into an hundred parts. Let the ſon 
of “ Albinus tell me, it from five ounces one be 


An inſamous 2nd wealthy uſurer. 


ſub- 


( 374 ) 

fubſti acted, what * ? He would have ſaid 
the third of a pound. Bravely done! you will be 
able to 1ake care of your own affairs. An ounce 
is added: what will that be? Half a pound 
When this ſordid ruſt and hankering after wealth 
bath once tainted their minds, can we expect that 
ſuch verſes ſhowld be made as are worthy * the 
oil of cedar, and the well wrought cypreſs ; 

The poets intend either to profit, or delight; 
or io deliver at once both the pleaſures and ne- 
ceſſaries of life. Whatever precepts you give, be 
conciſe : that docile minds may ſoon comprehend 
what is ſaid, and faithfully retain it. All ſuper. 
fluous inſtruions come out from the overflowin 
memory. Let whatever is imagined for the ſake 
of entertainment, have as much verifimilitude as 
poſſible : let not your play demand belief for 
whatever abſurditics it is inclincable to exhibit ; 
nor take out of a + witch's belly a living child, 
that ſhe had dined upon. The tribes of the ſe- 
niors rail againſt every thing that is void of edifi- 
cation: the exalted knights diſregard poems that 
are dry and auſtere. He who joins inſtruction 
with the agreeable, carries the votes of all mankind 
by delighting, and at the fame time admoniſhin 
the reader. This book gets money for the Soſii; 
this croſſes the ſea, and continues to its celebrated 
author a laſting duration. 


® The ancients rubbed their books with oil of cedar, and kept 
them is caſes of cypreſs, as being moſt durable. | 

+ Horace undoubtedly alludes to ſome ridieulous poet of his 
time, hd had brought this monſtrous incident into a play. 


Yet 


Vet there . hich we ſhould be ready 
to pardon: for neither does the ſtring always form 
the ſound which the hand and conception of the 
performer intends, but very often returns a ſharp 
note, when he demands a flat; nor will the bow 
always hit whatever mark it threatens But when, 
there is a great majority of beauties in a poem, I 
will not be offended with a few blemiſhes, which 
either inattention bas dropt, or human nature has 
not ſufficiently provided againſt. * What therefore 
is to be determined in this matter? As a tranſcribuc 
if he ftill commits the ſame fault, tho? he has been 
reproved, is without excuſe; as the harper who al- 
ways blunders on the fame ſtring, is ſure to be 
laugh'd at; ſo he who is exceſſively deficient be- 
comes another Chæœrilus, whom, when I find him 
tolerable in two or three places, I wonder at with 
laughter; and at the ſame time am grieved when- 
ever honeſt Homer grows drowſy. But 'tis allow- 
able that ſleep ſhould ſtcal upon an author in a 
long work. | 

As is painting, fo is poetry: ſome pieces will 
ſtrike you more, if you ſtand near; and ſome, if 
you are at a greater diſtance ; one loves the dark; 
another, which is not afraid of the critic's ſubtile 
judgment, chuſes to be ſeen in the light; the one 
has pleaſed once: the ather will give pleaſure, if 
ren times repeated. 

O thou eldeſt of the promiſing yeurhs, tho? you 
are framed to a right judgment by your father's in- 
ſtructions, aud are wife in yourſelf ; yet take this 
truth along with you, and remember it: that in 
certain things a medium and tolerable degree of 

A ſtupid poet cenſured by Ariſtotle. Vid, lib, 2 Epiſt 1. 
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e minence may be bd: a counſellor and plead - 
er at the bar of the middle rate is far revoved from 
the diftinguiſh'd” merit of eloquent Meſſala, nor 
has ſo much knowledge of the law as Caſſellius 
Aulus; but yet he is in ſome requeſt: but a me- 
diocrity in pocts, neither gods, nor men, ner ev'n 
the bookſellers ſhops have endured As at an agre» 
able entertainment diſcordant muſic, and muddy 
eſſence, and poppies mix'd with Sardinian. ho- 
ney, give offence ; becauſe the ſupper might have 
paſſed without them: ſo poetry, created and in- 
vented for the delight of our fouls, if it comes ſhgrt 
ever ſo little of the ſummit, ſinks to the bottom. 

He, who does not underſtand the games, abſtains 
from the weapons uſcd in the Campus Martius : 
and the unſkilful in the tennis-ball, the quoit, and 
the troque, keeps himſelf quiet; leſt the croud. 
ing ring ſhould raiſe a laughter at his exp<ncc; not- 
withſtanding this, he who knows nothing of verſes 
preſumes ro compoſe. Why not ! He is freeborn 
and of a good family; above all, he is regiſter'd 
at an *cqueftrian ſum, and clear from every vice, 
You, I am perſuaded, will neither fay nor do 
any thing in oppolitivn to Minerva: ſuch is your 
judgment, ſuch your diſpoſition. But if ever you 
Mall write any thing, let it be ſubmitted to the 
ears of Metius [arpa,-who is a judge, and your 
father's and mine; and let it be ſuppreſs'd till 
the ninth year, your papers being laid up H cure'y 
within your own cuſtody, You wi! have M ia 


* 1g order toentitle a Roman to be ranked in the equeſtrian 
erder, he was obliged to prove hin{c!t worth 10, O crowns 

+ An excellent critic, mcntioacd ig the eth ſatire, lib r. 
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your power to blot out what you have not made 
public: but a word once ſent abroad can never 
return. 

Orpheus, the prieſt and interpreter of the gods 
firſt deterr'd the ſavage race of men from ravages 
and inhuman diet; hence ſaid to tame tygers and 
furious lions; Amphion too, the builder of the 
Theban wall, was ſaid to give the ſtones motion 
with the ſound of his lyre, and to lead them 
where er he wou'd, by engaging perſuaſion. This 
was deem'd wiſdom of yore to diſtinguiſh the 
public from private weal things ſacred from things 
profane; to prohibit a promiſcuous commerce be- 
tween the ſexes; to give laws to mariied people; 
10 plan out cities; to engrave laws on tables of 
wood. Thus honour accrucd to divine poets and 
their verſes After theſe the excellent Homer, 
and Tyrtieus, animated the manly mind to martial 
atchievements with their verſes. Oracles were de- 
livered in poctry, and the economy of life pointed 
out, and the favour of {uvereign princes was ſo- 
licited in Pierian ſtrains, games were inſtituted and 
a cheerful period put to the tedious labours of the 
day; this I remind you of, leſt haply you ſhould be 
aſhamed of the ly: ic muſe and Apollo the god of 
ſong: . - | 

It * been made a queſtion, whether good poetry 
be derived trom nature or art For my part 1 can 
neither conceive what ſtudy can do without a rich 
natural vein, nor what rude genius can avail of 
itſelf: ſo much does the one require the afli/tance 
of the other, and fo amicably do they couipire to 
produce the ſame effect. He who is induttrious to 
reach the wiſh'd for goal, has done and ſufter'd 
much when a boy; he bath ſweated and lhiver'd 
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with cold; he has abſtained from love and wine: 
he, whe ſings the Pythian ſtrains, firſt was a 


lexrner, and in awe of a matter. But in poetry 
"tis now enough for a man to ſay of himſelf; 1 
make admirable verſcs:” a muriain ſeize the hind- 
moſt; it is ſcandalous for me to be outltripp'd, 
and fairly to acknowledge that I am ignorant of 
that which i never learned 

As a crier, who collects the croud together to 
buy his goods; fo a poet rich in land, rich in 
money put out at intereit, invites flatterers to come 
and praiſe his works for a reward. But if he be one 
who is well able to ſet out an elegant table, and 
give ſecurity for a poor man, and relieve him when 
entangled in plaguy lawſuits ; I ſhall wonder, if 
with this wealth be can diſtinguiſh a true friend 
from a falſe one. For you, whether you have 


made, or intend to make, a preſent to any one; 


do not bring him full of joy directly to your 


finiſh'd verſes ; for then he'll certainly cry out, 


Charming, excellent judicious: he'll turn pale; 
at ſome parts he will even diſtil the dew from his 
friendly eyes; he will jump about; will beat the 
ground with :x aly. As thoſe that mourn at fu- 
ucrals for pay, do and ſay more than thoſe that 
are afflicted from their hearts; ſo the ſham-admiresg 
is always mooie affected, than he that praiſes in fin- 
ceiity. Certain kings aic ſaid to ply with frequent 
bumpers, end by the ſtrength ef wine make trial of 
4 an, Whom they are ſedulous to know, whether 
he s worthy their friendſhip or not. Ihus if you 
coupolſe veiles, let not the “* fox's concealed in- 
teutions impoſe upon you. 

* Altuding ic the wel! known fable of the fox and grow 
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li you had recited any thing to Quintilius, lie 


would fay, alter, I pray, this and this; if you es- 
plies you cou'd do it no berter, having made the 
CXperiment twice or thrice in vain, he would or- 
der you io blot out, and once more apply to the 
anv.l your ill-foxmed yerics; if you choſe rather 
to defend, than correct a fault; he {ſpent not a 
word more, nor labour in yain, but yeu alone 
might be fond of yourſelt, and your own works, 
without a rival. A good and fenſible man will cen- 
ju.c ſpiritlefs verſes, he will condemn the traſh, on 
the incorrect he will draw acroſs a black ſtroke 
with his pen; he will lop off ambitious and re- 
dundant ornaments; he will make him throw 
light on the parts that are not perſpicuous; he'll 
arraign hat is exprefs'd ambiguoully ; he will 
mark what ſhou'd bealter'd ; in ſhort, he will be 
an Ariſtarchus: he will not ſay, why ſhould-l 
give my friend offence about mere trifles? Theſe 
trifles will lead him into miſchiefs of ſerious con- 
{equence, when once made an object of ridicule, 
and uſed in a ſiniſter manner. 

Like one whom an odious plague or jaundice, 
fanatic phrenſy, or lunacy diſtreſſes; thoſe who 
are wile avoid a mad poet, and arc afraid to touch 
him; the boys joitle him, and the incautious pur— 
ſue him It, like a iowler intent upon his game, 
be thuuld fall into a well or ditch while he beiches 
out his fuſtian verſes and roams about, tho' he 


ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd cry out for a long time, Come to my aſ- 
e fiſtance, O my countrymen; not one wou'd 
give himſelf the trouble of taking him up. Was 
any one to take pains to give him aid, and let down 
a rope; how do you know, but he threw himſelf 
in thither on purp60ſe? I will ſay: and wou'd re- 
late the death of the fambtis Sicilian poet Empe- 
docles, while he was ambitious of being eſteem'd 
as an immortal god, in a told fit leap'd into Zrna. 
Let poets have the privilege and licence to die as 
they pleuſe. He who faves a man againſt his will, 
does the ſame as killing him. Neither is it the firſt 
time he has behaved in this manner; nor, was he 
to be forced from his purpoſes, would he now be- 
come a man, and lay aſide his deſire of ſuch a fa- 
mous death. Neither does it zppear ſufficiently, 
why he makes verſes : whether he has ſtaled upon 
his father's aſhes, or ſacrilegiouſly removed the 
ſad trophy of the vindictive thunder: 'tis evident, 
however, that he is mad, and like a bear that has 
burſt thro” the grates that ſhut up his den, this un- 
merciful rehearſer chaſes the learnedand unlearned. 
And whomſoever he lays bold on, he faſtens on 
bim and kills him with reading; a leech that will 
not quit the ſkin, till ſatiated with blood. 
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